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PREFACE. 



As the origin of a book is often of interest to the 
reader, I will explain that this work is along 
lines, which, as a Missionary, I ha,ve followed for 
many years in my addresses and conversations con- 
cerning the Church. I was first induced by the request 
of the Kt. Rev. Dr. Leonard, Bishop of Ohio, to elab- 
orate my talks into formal lectures, in the hope that 
they might contribute in some degree to the excellent 
preparation which our Missionary recruits are receiving 
at the Divinity School of Kenyon College. After their 
delivery to the Theological students, it was thought 
that they would not be without interest to Sunday 
School teachers and others who now and then are called 
upon to commend or defend our beloved Church. 
Accordingly they have been made the basis of Lenten 
discourses to general congregations in Trinity Church, 
Toledo, and the Cathedral Parish, Cleveland. Finally 
I have been persuaded by the representations of many 
who heard them that, if published, they would make a 
useful book for distribution among those who have been 
reared under Denominational or Roman influences, and 
supply the need, often felt by Lay readers and young 
missionaries, of a course of Confirmation instructions 
about the Church. 

(V) 



VI PKEFACE. 

The concern which this book manifests for the Insti- 
tutional side of Christianity and the little it has to say 
about its spiritual and practical sides, is due to what 
the writer considers to be, just now, the special religious 
need of our time and country. This is not instruction 
in the moral requirements of Christianity so much as 
the establishment of the fact that Christ founded a 
Church that has come down to us, and with some branch 
of which it is the privilege and duty of all to identify 
themselves. The idea "that one Church is as good as 
another" and that consequently "it practically makes 
no difference to which we belong," is responsible for the 
enormous non-church element of the United States, 
which, according to the last census, amounted to more 
than half of the whole population, and for the loose 
hold which all bodies of Christians have upon their con- 
stituency. Under such circumstances it becomes a mat- 
ter of first importance that the duty of belonging to the 
National branch of the One Apostolic Church of Christ, 
and the sin of separation from it, should be set forth in 
line upon line and precept upon precept, in season and 
out of season. In proportion as this is done, the Epis- 
copal Church will be built up and held together. Our 
incomparable Liturgy, impressive Services, and attrac- 
tive yearly round of varied Holy Seasons, are indeed 
annually drawing thousands to this fold ; but others in 
great numbers who care comparatively little for these 
things, come because they believe this Church to be his- 
torically and canonically the American as well as our 
racial branch of Christ's Church, and that, therefore, 
she possesses exclusive claims to allegiance. Every 
one who is influenced by this conviction, is worth ten 
of such as are attracted by only aesthetic consid- 
erations. Those who are in the Church simply be- 
cause of natural ties, or on account of her attractive 
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features, are often drawn away by counter influences 
and alienated the moment that all does not go on 
according to their liking. But those who are Epis- 
copalians from principle rather than preference, and, 
thank God, this class is rapidly increasing, stand by 
the Church through all the changes and chances of 
parochial life. 

I have an instance in mind of a person who, upon 
coming to a village where our Mission was weak and 
the Presbyterians and Methodists were strong both 
socially and numerically, was asked by a caller : " What 
Church do you and your husband expect to attend?" 
Upon replying that they were members of the Episcopal 
Church, her interrogator said : " But that Church is so 
new and small and has no standing in the community. 
I think you will find it much more to your taste to be- 
long to one of the big Churches where the other mem- 
bers of the social circle to which you will belong, all go. 
Mrs. B., an estimable lady who recently came to town, 
was an Episcopalian, but after going once or twice to 
the little Chapel, she left and joined the Presbyterian 
Church where she is now a leading member. We like 
her very much and should be glad if you and Mr. C. 
would follow her example." To this the self-respecting 
and consistent answer was made: "We are not that 
kind of Episcopalians ; we became members of the Epis- 
copal Church rather than of any other because, after 
studying into the matter, we believed it our duty to do 
so. I am sorry to hear of the feeble condition of my 
Church and of the infrequent Services by a Lay reader 
instead of by a Clergyman. But this is all the more 
reason why we should be true to our colors and lend a 
helping hand." This consistency on the part of an 
influential new-coming family was the making of the 
Mission, 
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I am undei* great obligation to some ten or twelve 
learned and judicious Clergymen of the Diocese of Ohio 
for their painstaking and helpful criticisms. Their 
names would be of great advantage to my book, but 
they are withheld because, as I have not seen fit, in all 
instances to follow their advice, it is not right that 
they should be made to share the responsibility of what 
they regard as defects. Especially am I indebted to the 
Very Eev. Francis M. Hall, M.A., tor invaluable assist- 
ance in preparing the manuscript for the printer, and 
to Canon D. F. Davies, M.A., for some exceptionally 
important suggestions and a careful reading of the 
proofs. I desire also to thank the Bev. A. E. Oldroyd, 
M.A., of Northampton, England, for kind permission 
to use some of the excellent charts in his able pamphlet 
on "The Continuity of the English Church through 
Eighteen Centuries," and the Rt. Hon. and Rev. W. H. 
Fremantle, D.D., some time Canon of Canterbury, now 
Dean of Ripon, for the photograph from which the in- 
teresting frontispiece was engraved, and the Rt. Rev. 
William Stevens Perry, D.D., LL.D., D.C.L., Bishop of 
Iowa, and other experts in special branches of learn- 
ing who were good enough to answer my letters of 
inquiry and to send .me some of their valuable pub- 
lications, and last, but not least, my printers, The 
Weknbr Company, of Akron, and their efficient and 
obliging employees who have been uniformly courteous 
and patient. 

Under the head of "Authorities," will be found on 
the title page of each lecture, a list of the authors and 
their works from which much help has been derived. 
The quotations are nearly all from them, and, besides 
being indicatied by the usual marks, are often credited 
to their source by an introductory phrase ; but localiz- 
ing foot notes were thought to be superfluous in a treat- 
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ise intended chiefly for those who neither possess, nor 
have convenient access to, the works necessary for the 
verification of references. Some of the quotations may 
seem superfluons to the Clergy and well-read Laity, 
but such are asked to remember that the book will 
take one of the largest of the several classes of persons 
for whom it has been written, over ground about which 
they know very little, and which they might fear would 
give way under their feet, but for the fact that the cita- 
tions shoM' their guide to be by no means the only one 
who contends for its safety. The extracts from the 
early Christian writers are chiefly at second hand, but 
they have been rnade from the latest and most critical 
authors, and can therefore be relied upon as being both 
genuine and correctly translated. 

I take comfort in the persuasion that none will be so 
unreasonable as to expect originality in a work cover- 
ing ground so often and thoroughly gone over by men 
eminent for their learning and acumen. If, therefore, 
there be anything original about this book, it must be 
looked for in the arrangement and manner of restate- 
ment with reference to present needs rather than in the 
arguments advanced. It is indeed along this line only 
that those who, since the time of the judicious Hooker 
and Bishop Bull, have sought to defend the Church 
against the attacks of Romanists and Denomination- 
alists and to point out her exclusive claims upon 
English-speaking people, have been able materially to 
differentiate their works from those of the several 
Reformation Fathers who left; nothing really new to be 
said. 

I shall feel amply repaid for the time and labor ex- 
pended upon this work, if, by God's blessing, it shall 
prove, to any degree, instrumental in persuading non 
church members to make a profession of Christ by 
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identifying themselves with His Church; in adding- to 
the number of well-instructed persons who come to us 
from the Denominational and Koman communions be- 
cause fully convinced of this Church's divine and supe- 
rior claims to their allegiance, and in increasing the 
appreciation, love, and zeal of Episcopalians for their 
pure branch of the Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

W. M. B. 
Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland, Ohio, 
St. Luke's Day, 1895. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



IN our day and country there is, as everybody 
knows, a vast non church membership population. 
Judging from a somewhat extended personal ob- 
servation, 1 should say that at least one-half of the 
men and a third of the women are not identified with 
any form of organized Christianity. This is not be- 
cause Americans, at the close of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, are preeminently skeptical and irreligious, but 
because the opinion so widely prevails that a person 
can be as good a Christian outside of the Church and 
without the use of the Sacraments and means of grace 
as with them. 

The neglect of institutional religion is accounted for 
by the exaggerated importance which was attached to 
it by Catholic Christendom in the Mediaeval Ages, and 
is still attributed to it by Romanism. When we con- 
sider the tendency of human nature to go from one ex- 
treme to another, we shall not wonder that the blessed 
Reformation, in which Wickliffe, Huss, Luther, Calvin 
and Knox took such prominent parts, has manifested a 
disposition to depreciate the Church with her Priest- 
hood and Sacraments, and to magnify certain Evangel- 
ical doctrines and the preaching of them. Romanists 
made salvation to depend upon belonging to the 
Church ; therefore, Protestants hinged it upon belief in 
a dogma. Then the pendulum of human opinion, which 

(J.A.-l (1) 



« THE CIUKCII FOR AMEEICAXS. 

never continueth in one stay, began to swing away from 
both Romanism and Protestantism towards what is 
called practical religion, and has continued in that 
direction until many in every community, having re- 
nounced both institutionalism and dogmatism, are 
relying wholly upon moral living and good works for 
salvation. The representatives of institutional, doc- 
trinal and practical Christianity are now widely sepa- 
rated, and between them, apparently, a great and 
bridgeless gulf is fixed. And, what at first sight seems 
surpassingly strange and even inexplicable, they are 
strongly fortified in their respective positions by walls, 
the stones of which are hewn from the rock of Holy 
Scripture. And so impregnable are these fortifications 
that, notwithstanding each has been bombarded for 
these many years by ponderous controversial artillery, 
no practicable breach has been effected. 

Now, how shall we account for this ? Does the Bible, 
out of which the contending hosts have constructed 
their defenses, contradict itself ? God forbid! It does 
nothing of the kind. The solution is rather in the fact 
that the Divine quarry contains more than one stratum 
of truth. There is an institutional, a doctrinal and a 
practical stratum. Christ founded a Church to be en- 
tered; He appointed Sacraments to be received; He 
taught doctrines to be believed, and He set an exam- 
ple of good works to be followed. Salvation depends 
in due proportion upon all of these — not upon one of 
them alone. These have been joined together by God ; 
therefore, "let no man put them asunder." 

If in this book a great deal is said about Church 
membership and comparatively httle concerning the 
necessity of right living or believing, it is because we 
ha^e written chiefly for those who, whether as Doc- 
trinalists or Practicalists, have either quite divorced 
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themselves from the Church, or else have learned to es- 
teem her altogether too little. We would not have any 
reader make less of doctrinal, certainly not less of prac- 
tical Christianity, but would have many make more of 
the institutional side of our religion. Accordingly, we 
have endeavored to promote the conviction that every 
person is in duty bound to identify himself with some 
branch of the Church of Christ. 

It may as well be confessed here that our object is 
not only to persuade non church members to unite with 
some one of the many organizations of Christians, but 
particularly with the Episcopal Church. Moreover, we 
have been guilty of keeping in mind our Denomina- 
tional and Eoman brethren in the hope that what we 
have to say will induce some of them to come over to 
us. Maiuy condemn such efforts as betokening a want 
of broad-mindedness and charity towards other Chris- 
tian bodies. Those who pride themselves upon their 
" nonsectarianism " — and there are multitudes of such 
in everj' community — characterize as bigots all who do 
not acknowledge that one Denomination is as good as 
another, and contend that it makes practically no dif- 
ference what Denomination one belongs to, since all will 
lead us to the same Heaven if we but trust in Christ and 
follow Him. 

So plausible and pleasing is this representation to 
people generally that the assertion of convictions which 
run counter to it, are usually listened to with impa- 
tience. And yet no observing and reflecting person can 
fail to discover the hollowness of the pretensions of 
those who affect this liberality. Nothing can be plainer 
than that they regard the Denomination with which 
they have cast their lot as being, at least in some re- 
spects, better than any other. The evidence of this is 
found in the very existence and continuation of their sect. 
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It would never have been organized if its charter mem- 
bers had not regarded their creation as superior to 
others of the kind ; and it would soon have died out but 
for the conviction of its superiority which continued to 
possess its adherents. Sects, like political parties, 
originate and perpetuate their existence because their 
peculiar principles attract men and hold them together. 
This being the case, no onewhois governed by conviction 
and principle can be "nonsectarian." All such must 
feel it a duty to assert and prove superior claims to 
allegiance for the Denomination with which they are 
connected. Hence, though the writer may have had 
some hesitancy arising from the dread of adverse criti- 
cism, he has had no qualms of conscience in trying to 
make it appear that the Episcopal Church can establish 
superior claims to the allegiance of Americans. 

But this work was not prepared exclusively with ref- 
erence to non church members and the members of other 
Christian bodies. Indeed, it was primarily intended for 
the instruction of our own people. The accessions to 
the Episcopal Church from the various Denominations 
have been increasing until they constitute a large per- 
centage, often the principal part, of our Confirmation 
classes. These converts are, as a rule, good, enthusiastic 
Episcopalians. But in many cases there is reason to 
fear that the change of Church relationship may be ac- 
counted for upon the ground of superficial preferences 
rather than deep-rooted conviction. It is highly desir- 
able, both on the convert's and the Church's account, 
that he should be able to justify his course on the score 
of principle. Those who cannot do this, and there are 
many such in nearly all of our congregations, have 
been, we think, insufficiently instructed. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury is doubtless correct in 
the supposition that "there is perhaps not even now 
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one Churchman in ten who is as well instructed in the 
reason why he is a Churchman as Dissenters or Koman 
Catholics are instructed in the arguments whereby their 
position is defended. This should surely be remedied." 
For those who are not well grounded in Church princi- 
ples are apt to be more or less disturbed by the asser- 
tions and objections of Denominationalists on the 
one hand and of Romanists on the other. And in de- 
fending their transfer of allegiance they are seldom able 
to do themselves or their Church justice. In fact they 
not infrequently do more harm than good to all con- 
cerned. It is believed that the facts and arguments of 
these pages will enable those who have come into the 
Church from Denominationalism and Romanism, or are 
about to do so, to justify their action upon principle as 
well as from preference. 



■ Throughout this work the isolated and neglected 
brethren, of whom there are many in the rural commu- 
nities of almost every part of the United States, have 
also been kept in view. Such are strongly tempted to 
turn their back upon the Church of their birth or adop- 
tion. After living for some time without her Services, 
and becoming convinced that there is no immediate 
prospect of their establishment, in the majority of cases, 
they finally yield to the pressingsolicitations of the rep- 
resentatives of some one of the established Denomina- 
tions to cast in their lot with them. In this way it 
has come about that in many Dioceses the Church has 
lost the allegiance of as many communicants as she 
now possesses. The writer could mention many a 
town in Ohio, in which the " bone and sinew " of some 
strong Denomination is composed of lapsed Church 
people. 
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This leakage is largely accounted for by the lack of 
the missionary spirit on the part of our great city- con- 
gregations. From every point of view the failure of city 
Churchmen to minister to their country brethren, by 
taking the Church to out-of-the-way places and helping 
to maintain it, has been a mistake. Not only have we 
lost the nucleus for a congregation that at one time or 
another has existed in almost every village, but also all 
the multitudes that would have been added to them, 
had we been wise enough to plant and nourish missions 
before the ground was preoccupied and our constitu- 
ency alienated. 

Then, too, the Church in our cities, though usually 
strong and often the dominant body of Christians, is 
much weaker than it would have been, had the city 
Churchman not refused to be his country and village 
brother's keeper. The drift of population has been and 
is from the smaller towards the larger centers of pop- 
ulation. The operation of this law of centralizatioil 
has constantly weakened the rural and strengthened the 
city Churches. In the Diocese of Ohio many of our 
congregations in the large cities and towns are greatly 
indebted to more or less obscure villages and hamlets, 
where the Apostolic Chase, Searle, Hall, and the like, had 
the wisdom to plant the Church in the early days. Had 
their policy of strengthening the weak things that re- 
main, by establishing Services wherever two or three of 
our people could be found and a congregation assembled, 
been continued, the Church would now be at least two 
or three times stronger than it is. If the expectation 
that this book -will tend to make the Episcopalian 
reader a Churchman from conviction is not disa,ppointed, 
it will also make him a missionary. Nothing extraor- 
dinajy in the way of gifts or work for the cause of 
Church extension can be expected of those w^ho are 
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Episcopalians rather than Denominationalists from 
preference only. 

And if what we have to say promotes the missionary 
spirit among the favored Church people of our jsities, it 
will at the same time tend to restrain "the neglected 
sheep of the wilderness" from wandering away from 
this fold of Christ, the Church of their fathers. There 
are scattered here and there through Ohio, and no 
doubt the same is true of every undeveloped Diocese, 
men and women who have been without the Services of 
the Church for as many as thirty, forty, and even fifty 
years, and yet have remained her faithful children dur- 
ing all this time. These, as a rule, have gone regularly 
to some Denominational place of worship and contrib- 
uted their proportion towards its support, but such 
spiritual privileges have neA^er induced them to allow 
their Prayer Books to grow dusty. One of the objects 
of this book is to increase the number of such by pro- 
moting the conviction that nothing will justify the 
abandonment of the ancient Catholic Church of the 
English-speaking race for membership in any of the 
modern Denominations. 

Because a person finds himself to be the only one of 
two or three representatives of the Church in a com- 
munity, he is not justified in transferring his allegiance 
to one of the Denominations. Let him rather consti- 
tute himself a missionary. He can persuade his breth- 
ren, if there be any, and other well-disposed persons, to 
join him in the establishment perhaps of a Sunday 
afternoon Lay Service ; he can distribute Prayer Books 
and tracts in which the claims and ways of the Church 
are explained and justified, and he can be instrumental 
in an organized effort to secure at least the occasional 
visit of a clergyman. Some of the most prosperous 
parishes and promising missions of Ohio have grown 
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out of the zealous efforts of one or two persons. One 
of our largest and best equipped Churches and Sunday 
Schools is the result of a discreet Churchwoman's ef- 
forts. She assembled her numerous family and as many 
of her neighbors as she could persuade to join them 
on each Lord's day, and, after she had conducted the 
Service, her husband, who was not a communicant, read 
a sermon which she had selected. 

Thus, the fact that it has pleased God to call a 
Churchman to live in a place where he is deprived of 
priestly ministrations, affords no reason why he should 
forsake the spiritual mother and guide of his youth by 
joining himself with those whose ancestors, in their self- 
will and rebellion, went out from her, and by the form- 
ing of rival sects did all in their power to realize the 
mad cry, "down with her, down Mith her, even to the 
ground." On the contrary, such persons have all the 
more cause for extraordinary faithfulness, since, by 
such a course, they may become the honored instru- 
ments of planting the Catholic Church of the English 
race and establishing "the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints" in a region where otherwise these might remain 
unknown or obscured for generations to come. Think 
of the inestimable privilege of thus becoming instru- 
mental in establishing amission or parish of the Church 
of Christ. It falls to the lot of but few in any other 
way to erect such a fair, enduring monument, to the 
glory of God and their own memory. Every isolated 
son or daughter of the Church may at least have his 
name inscribed upon such a monument, as one of the 
charter members of the Church of the place in which his 
lot has been cast. 

It is often very easy to secure this imperishable fame. 
The truth of this observation might be abundantly 
illustrated out of the experience of all who have been 
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long engaged in Church extension work. The writer 
could mention a village where six years ago the only 
person interested in the Episcopal Church, if not indeed 
the only one who knew of her existence, was a child who, 
while attending a seminary, had occasionally accom- 
panied two or three companions to the Services of a 
neighboring Church. Now the little village boasts of a 
flourishing mission with a centrally located lot and a 
picturesque Chapel, paid for, and in all time to come, 
whenever the history of this Church shall be rehearsed, 
the name of the schoolgirl to which it owes it origin 
will be mentioned. 

If, then, this book should fall into the hands of some 
isolated member of the Church, let me exhort you to re- 
member "that, though a sentinel on the outposts, you 
are still a member of that vast army with its two hun- 
dred Bishops, forty thousand other Clergy, and miUions 
of privates." You are not alone. Though few of your 
faith are near you, there are, in every portion of the 
globe, milhons of intelligent, godly men and women 
who think as you think, love the same ways and hold 
the same truths. God has placed you where you are for 
a purpose, perhaps to be the nucleus of some future 
Church, in which hundreds will learn her sacred ways. 
Stand firm, then, as a pioneer. Be true to your trust. 
Teach your children to love your Church. That Church 
is doing a grand, a glorious work. She is marching to 
victory. Be faithful at your post, and watch unto 
prayer ! 



It will appear, from an examination of the table of 
contents, that it was impossible to cover the ground 
marked out for this book without instituting com- 
parisons between the Episcopal Church and other 
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bodies of Christians. Where we are found to differ 
radically in matters of doctrine and government, an 
uncompromising effort has been made to justify our 
position. But the uniform endeavor has been to speak 
the truth as Episcopalians understand it, in a spirit 
of love and fairness, and it is hoped that we have 
nowhere been so unfortunate in our expression as to 
wound the feelings of any who differ from us, or to leave 
the impression that we are so narrow and bigoted aS 
not to perceive that the various Denominations of Chris- 
tians have done and are doing a great amount of good. 
If it was said of one who followed not the "twelve," 
with Jesus personally amongst them, "Forbid him not, 
for he that is not against us is for us," we must surely 
say it with far more emphasis with respect to those who 
follow not the American successors of the Apostles. ' ' No 
one of the Apostolic band upheld the unity of Christ's 
mystical body, the Church, as St. Paul did, and he also 
could say, and let us say it with him, ' Notwithstanding, 
every way, Christ is preached, and I therein do rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice.'" We believe that countless mil- 
lions will be in Heaven who followed not with us. 

But though we are aware of the Christian graces, the 
good works, and the bright heavenly prospects of tens 
of thousands of the representatives of the Roman 
Church and non-Episcopalian Denominations, yet this 
glad conviction does not justify us in forgetting our 
prolonged, causeless, hurtful, and, therefore, sinful di- 
visions, and the consequent obligation to do what we 
can to restore the visible organic unity of the primitive 
Church. We are indeed all journeying toward the 
Promised Land ; but how much better it would be for us 
and for the world if we were going together in the 
straight and narrow way of God's appointment. The 
fallacy of those who argue that " we are all engaged in 
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the same work and seeking tlie same Heaven, and after 
all it does not matter much which way we take," has 
been illustrated by the Mississippi Kiver at a flood 
time. Thewater which remains in the channel, and that 
which breaks through the dikes and tears its destruc- 
tive course along, alike make their way to the Gulf; 
but it does make some difference how they get there. 
The Church of God is often compared to an army, and 
the various Denominations are likened to so many regi- 
ments in that army. But, as has frequently been pointed 
out, an army the regiments of which held little or no 
communication, recognized no common orders or offi- 
cers, and had no concerted plan of campaign, would be 
helpless and ineffective. Such an undisciplined horde 
could only court defeat. 

"Let us suppose," says Bishop Coxe, "that General 
Moltke had said, before crossing the Ehine, to his brave 
men in arms, 'Soldiers, we are acting on a very false 
system of war. I observe you all seem to be thor- 
oughly organized as one grand army, and that you are 
anxious to preserve, however you may be distributed in 
' various corps, one discipline, one common plan of cam- 
paign, and one recognized system of drill, of instruc- 
tions, of subordination, and of organic force. All this 
is mere delusion. You have different tastes, and are in- 
telligent enough to have each your own ideas of what it 
is best to do. Break up, then, this vast clumsy organi- 
zation, and let us have, at least, five or six different 
armies, each pursuing its ow^n way, and occasionally 
firing into each other, or pauwing for skirmishes be- 
tween different generals. If these skirmishes should 
promote subdivisions, and end in producing thirty or 
forty armies and guerrillai gangs, obviously we should 
all be the stronger. We M-ant nothing but unity of 
heart. Be good Germans, and act for the one object of 
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humbling the enemies of Fatherland. Yes, I hear your 
cheers. Your hearts are all right ; now then, break up 
into your several gangs, act with your favorite officers ; 
agree to differ; scatter, scatter, scatter! That is the 
best plan, if the heart is only true to the cause. Be sure 
to shake hands with one another before and after a free 
fight among yourselves; then keep to your personal 
ideas of a campaign, and follow no leader that will not 
gratify these convictions. This will insure success. 
Huzzah, boys ! Now, begone. Helter-Skelter ! be your 
war cry.'" 

No divisions among Christians are lawful, though 
they may be divinely overruled for good, except such as 
come from the mere national divisions of humanity. 
All Americans should be in an American Church. There 
should be a "United Church of the United States"— "a 
Church with wide freedom in all minor matters, but 
with Apostolic succession for its ministry, ecumenical 
indorsement for its Creed, and reverent celebration of 
the tw(5 Sacraments." 

In view of the fact that our blessed Lord fervently 
prayed that we might be one, and that He hinged the 
Christianization of the world upon a united Church, we 
feel in conscience bound to do what we can to convince 
all with whom, in any way, we come into contact, and 
overwhomwe havethe least influence, that the Anglican 
Communion, of which the American Episcopal Church 
is a part, offers the only ground upon which the reunion 
of divided Christendom can take place. It has been 
well said: "We have not, as a communion, such a 
monopoly of either piety or learning in this land that 
we can afford to be contemptuous, even if that temper 
were ever permissible in a Christian Church. But we 
have, through the blessing of God, the title deeds of the 
old homestead in our hands; we sit by the hearthstone 
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of the English-speaking race; and ought we to be 
blamed for thinking that if the family can be gathered, 
anywhere in peace, it must be here? " 

" Thou who didst on that last night, 

Ere death had paled Thy brow, 
Speak sweetly of love's power and might, 

As none could speak but Thou, 
Remind Thy little flock, alas ! 

So prone to disagree, 
That Thy desire and last prayer was 

For Christian Unity." 



The Church for Americans. 
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 



OBLIGATIONS TO CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 

THERE are three principal reasons why every per- 
son who hears the Gospel of Christ should 
belong to His Church. The first grows out of 
the duty of obedience. The Church is the Kingdom of 
Christ, and all outside of it is the Kingdom of Satan. 
We must, in 'the long run, give our undivided alle- 
giance to either one or the other of these princes. We 
cannot serve both. "No man can serve two masters, 
for either he will hate the one and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and Mammon." Those who re- 
main out of the Church, and yet try to follow the 
example and precepts of Christ, are trying to serve two 
masters. As a rule which holds, notwithstanding 
the comparatively few exceptions that we may know 
of, such men fail. The majority of non church mem- 
bers are not trying to serve Christ. Speaking gen- 
erally, men out of His Church do no more serve Him 
than they who fight in the enemies' ranks serve their 
country. The Kingdom of Christ and the world are 
in deadly conflict for the mastery. How then can 

C. A.- 2 (17) 
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anyone who professes to be a loyal servant of Christ, 
stand aloof from His Church, -which is His King- 
dom? 

In our day a great many people acknowledge the 
duty of making the example and precepts of Christ 
their rule of life, but deny that they are under any 
obligation to become Church members. They fail to 
see that this is required of them. "Millions in Amer- 
ica," says Bishop Coxe, "live and die in the easy, per- 
suasion, from which no trumpet of united testimony 
rouses them, that they are rather the better for ' read- 
ing their Bibles' and 'leading moral lives,' while not 
'making any profession of religion,' as they term it. 
Inverted Pharisaism of American inorganic Chris- 
tianity! They ma.ke a merit of not obeying, and of 
being so good without the means of grace." Surely 
such have not asked themselves the question: Why 
did Christ found a Church, and why did He say so 
much about it? Was it not manifestly that men 
might be separated from the Kingdom 'of Satan, and 
be identified with Him? 

It is well known that all great prophets and re- 
formers have had some particular message which has, 
by constant reiteration, crystallized into a word or 
phrase. With Moses it was law; with Confucius, mo- 
rality; with Buddha, renunciation; with Mohammed, 
God; with Socrates, soul. With the Master it was 
"the Kingdom of God." Says Professor Drummond: 
"Christ's great word was.' the Kingdom of God.' One 
hundred times it occurs in the Gospels. When He 
preached He had almost always this for a text. His 
sermons were explanations of the aims of His society, 
of the different things it was like, .of whom its mem- 
bership consisted, what they were to do or to be or 
not to do or to be. And even when He does not use 
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the word, it is easy to see that all He said and did had 
reference to this." 

A little reflection, therefore, must convince all that 
the founding of the Church by Christ, or by His repre- 
sentatives, the Apostles, and the importance which He 
attaches to it, makes identification with it of universal 
obligation. The prevailing demand is for a preaching 
of the Gospel with the Church left out, or at least put 
far in the background. Surely the many who, in defer- 
ence to popular sentiment, have tried to preach such a 
Gospel, have not preached Christ's Gospel, for it dwells 
more upon the Church than upon any other subject. 

Though the duty of membership may be clearly in- 
ferred from the fact that Christ founded a Church and 
made it the burden of His discourses, we are not left 
without exphcit injunctions requiring identification 
with His Kingdom. For every command to receive 
Christian Baptism is really a positive injunction to be- 
long to the Church. Baptism is the door to the Church. 
It is the Sacrament of initiation. A person cannot re- 
ceive it without becoming a member of the Church. 
Therefore, when our Lord said, " Go ye and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost," it is as if He had said, 
Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel, making 
whosoever accepts it a member of My Church. Noth- 
ing can be clearer than that in Apostolic days none who 
stood aloof from the Church were regarded as having 
received the Gospel. Non church members were looked 
upon as heathen. The unbaptized stood in the same 
relation to Christianity as the uncircumcised did to Ju- 
daism. It must be evident to all that if others are 
commanded to see to it that we are identified with the' 
Kingdom of Christ by Baptism, it is equivalent to a 
command that we should become Church members. 
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The first and most important step in the wa,.y of 
obedience to Christ is, therefore, Church membership. 
No man, who has heard the Gospel and acknowledges 
the claims of Christ to his allegiance, can discharge his 
duty while remaining outside the Church. The first 
thing to be done by him who would follow Christ is to 
transfer his allegiance from the prince of this world to 
the Divine Lord of the Kingdom of Heaven. It is the 
height of absurdity for a man to claam that he can be 
as good a Christian while outside of the Church as he 
could be within it. As well might a foreigner claim 
that he can be as good an American citizen without 
naturahzation as with it. Such a man is not an Ameri- 
can at all. Neither is a non church member, strictly 
speaking, a Christian. 

A good story is told by a distinguished Presbyterian 
clergyman, about a httle girl who was talking to her 
grandfather. The old gentleman had been imparting 
some advice, suitable to the tender years of his grand- 
child. Finally the latter put the question : " Grandpa, 
are you a Christian ? " ""Yes, my dear, I hope I am." 
"What Church do you belong to, grandpa?" "Oh, I 
belong to the Church of Christ." "But what is that? 
Are you a member of the same Church that mamma 
and I are— the P"^piscopal Church?" "No, my dear, I 
am not an Episcopalian." "Are you a Presbyterian, 
then?" "No, I am not a Presbyterian." "Are you a 
Baptist, then?" "No." "Are you a Methodist?" "No, 
dear; I don't belong to any of the churches." After a 
pause, in which the little one was thinking it all over, 
she turned her face up to her grandfather's and said : 
" Well, grandpapa, if I were you, I would try and get in 
somewhere." Until modern times no one claimed to be 
a Christian, or was regarded as such, who did not "get 
in somewhere." 
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Again, those who are standing: aloof from the Church 
should enter out of consideration for their own highest 
welfare. Salvation is made by our Lord Himself to 
depend upon the confession of Him, " Whosoever shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 
Father, which is in heaven ; but whosoever shall deny 
me before men, him will I also deny before my Father, 
which is in heaven." Now there is no way in which a 
person can make an open unreserved confession of 
Christ except by the renunciation of the world for the 
Church. This, according to our Lord's own appoint- 
ment, must be done in Holy Baptism. " Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
Kingdom of God." And the Kingdom of God here does 
not mea,n that heaven which we hope to attain after 
this life, but the Church which Christ founded when 
npon earth. It is, therefore, the same as if He had said, 
Unless you belong to the Church, you cannot attain to 
Gospel Salvation. 

I cannot do better than to quote in this connection 
the weighty words of Bishop Pearson: "We read at 
the first that the Lord added daily to the Church such 
as should be saved; and what was then daily done hath 
been done since continually. Christ never appointed 
two ways to heaven, nor did He build a Church to save 
some and make another institution for other men's 
salvation. There is none other name under Heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved, but the 
name of Jesus, and that name is no otherwise given 
under Heaven than in the Church. As none were saved 
from the deluge but such as were within the ark of 
Noah, framed for their reception by the command of 
God ; as none of the firstborn of Egypt lived, but such 
as were within those habitations whose doorposts 
were sprinkled with blood by the appointment of 
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God for their preservation ; as none of the inhabitants 
of Jericho could escape the fire or sword but such as 
were within the house of Rahab, for whose protec- 
tion a covenant was made, so none shall ever escape 
the anger of God which belong not to the Church of 
God." 

As Bishop Coxe somewhere points out, the nine- 
teenth century needs to be told, as by another John 
Baptist, crying, not in the wilderness, but throughout 
all the American continent, that not to confess Christ 
openly, that is, not to accept His covenant in the insti- 
tution He has provided, is virtually to deny Him. 
How very comfortable it would have been had this 
American gospel been taught in the first century: 'Be 
good, read your Bibles, and God will not ask you 
whether or not you belong to Church.' That would 
just have suited Demas, who loved this present world 
and had no idea of coming out of it and being sepa- 
rate. He would have lived and died, 'respecting 
religion,' as the phrase is, but chiefiy consoled by that 
blessed doctrine, 'It makes no diflference about exter- 
nals, provided only the heart is right.' 'Precisely so,' 
brother Demas would have said ; 'I trust my heart is 
all right, but I've no trust in ordinances.' To come 
out and be baptized and to receive the laying on of 
hands, and to frequent the Lord's Supper— he would 
have argued, 'are well enough for those who are so 
superstitious. But stoning by the Jews is uncomfoi-t- 
able; beheading and other tortuj-es of the Romans 
involve great personal sacrifices. I can ' believe in my 
heart,' you know, without confessing with my mouth, 
or submitting to those outward things which carnal 
minds make so much of Yes, I've always been consoled 
by those spiritual views of the Gospel which teach me 
to be a good Christian in my heart, without submitting 
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to any formal system, subversive as such systems must 
be of our Christian liberty. 

Moreover, the good of others should move non 
church members to identify themselves with the Church. 
The continuation and development of our civilization 
depend upon the Church which gave it birth, and has 
brought it to its present stage of perfection. It is 
wrong for any man or woman to pursue a course which 
if universally adopted would make the Avorld worse in- 
stead of better. If all were from this time on to follow 
the example of the non church members who are to be 
found in every community, the Christian civihzation, in 
every respect, even in its present imperfect state, the 
best that the world has ever seen, would rapidly decline, 
and a generation or two would suffice to bring about 
its extinction. History plainly teaches that no civiliza- 
tion long survives the abandonment of the religion 
upon which it is founded. Up to. this time all civiliza- 
tions have had some religion for their basis. Our civil- 
ization has Christianity for its foundation. 

So long as the Greeks and Eomans were faithful in 
the service of their gods, their magnificent civihzations 
advanced to higher stages of perfection, but when they 
began to forsake their temples a. retrogression com- 
menced which in its degree kept pace almost exactly 
with the progress of the national apostasy. History 
would certainly repeat itself in the case of our civiliza- 
tion, if all were to follow the example of non church 
members. In addition, therefore, to the duty of obedi- 
ence to Christ and consideration for your own highest 
welfare, the good of the world, in so far as it depends 
upon the perpetuity and development of our civiliza- 
tion, requires you to identify yourself with the Church. 
Duty to Christ, to yourself, and to every human being 
in the world, makes it incumbent upon you to belong to 
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the Church. "If," to borrow the burning words of an- 
other, "you know anything better, live for it; if not, in 
the name of God and of humanity, carry out Christ's 
plan " by the identification of yourself with his Kingdom . 



It is impossible for the non church member to justify 
his position. It is not sufficient that he should be able 
to say truthfully : "I follow the example and precepts 
of Christ as closely as the majority of Church members 
who are within the circle of my acquaintance." The 
Church, which was founded for the salvation of the world, 
would cease to exist if all followed your example, and 
but for the Church and its imperfect, sinful members, 
towards whom you are ever pointing the finger of criti- 
cism, you would know little, and care-less, about Christ. 

To quote Professor Drummond again: "Here and 
there an unchurched soul may stir the multitudes to 
lofty deeds; isolated men, strong enough to preserve 
their souls apart from the Church, but shortsighted 
enough perhaps to fail to see that others cannot, may 
set high examples and stimulate to national reforms. 
But for the rank and file of us, made of such stuff as we 
are made of, the steady pressure of fixed institutions, 
the regular diet of a common worship, and the educa- 
tion of public Christian teaching, are too obvious safe- 
guards of scriptural culture to be set aside." 

Even Renan, one of the most gifted of modern 
French skeptics, declares it to be his conviction that, 
"Beyond the family and outside the state man has 
need of the Church. Civil society, whether it calls itself 
a commune, a canton, or a province, a state or a 
Fatherland, has many duties towards the improve- 
ment of the individual; but what it does is necessarily 
limited. The family ought to do much more, but often 
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it is insufficient. Sometimes it is wanting altogether. 
The association created in the name of moral principle 
can alone give, to every man coming into this world, a 
bond which unites him to the past, duties as to the fu- 
ture, examples to follow, a heritage to receive and to 
transmit, and a tradition of devotion to continue." 

Nor can a non church member justify his position by 
the opposite plea, so frequently urged — "I am not 
good enough to belong to Church." Christ came to 
save sinners. He said: "They that be whole have 
no need of a physician." The Church would collapse 
to-day if goodness and worthiness were made conditions 
of membership. In the Litany all, even those who have 
attained the greatest degree of Christlikeness, are 
taught to pray, "Have mercy upon us miserable sin- 
ners." Whether in or out of the Church every member 
of the human race is a sinner. We are of course aware 
that some deny that they are sinners. My attention 
has recently been called to an instance. In a sermon 
preached at one of our mission stations I had occasion 
to refer to the fact that the Church teaches all, not ex- 
cepting the most venerable and godly, to look upon 
themselves as sinful men and women. The lay reader 
afterwards told me that he was glad for that passage 
in my sermon, because on the Sunday before, during the 
reading of the Litany, a woman had abruptly left the 
Church in manifest displeasure and that one who after- 
ward made inq.uiry concerning the ground of her excep- 
tion to the Service -was told : "I will have nothing to 
do with a Church that obliges all her worshipers, with- 
out distinction, to confess and acknowledge that they 
are sinners. I was converted only a few weeks ago, and 
am not a sinnei-." Of course such a person cannot be 
an Episcopalian nor a member of any branch of the 
Catholic Church of Christ, which is exclusively for sinners. 
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The man of whom one of our missionary Bishops 
tells had a true appreciation of his real condition. 
Upon going to a mining village of his jurisdiction, where 
the Services of the Church had never been held, the 
Bishop inquired of a, person whom he met at the board- 
ing house whether or not there were any members of 
the Episcopal Church in the camp. " Why, yes," said he, 
"that is my Church, and I am glad you have come." 
The Bishop expressed his gratification at running 
across an interested person so soon and requested his 
help in securing a hall and making the arrangements 
for the initiatory Service. He found the miner to be a 
cheerful and efficient helper, taking everything into his 
own hands. When the hour of Service arrived he con- 
ducted the Bishop to a billiard hall, where a good sized 
congregation of miners had assembled. The Service 
was quite satisfactory, considering the incongruous 
surroundings, there being some half dozen Churchmen 
present who read the responses. But the Bishop no- 
ticed with surprise that his zealous helper could not 
handle the Prayer Book, and did not even conform to 
the customary postures. So, after returning to the 
house, he naturally made some inquiries of his friend. 
"Did you, Mr. , say that you were a,n Episcopa- 
lian?" " Yes, sir, that is my religion." "Where were 
you confirmed? " He did not seem to understand what 
was meant. After the Bishop's explanation of the rite 
he rephed : " Oh, I never had that done to me." " Where 
were ypu baptized?" "I never was baptized." "In- 
deed," said the astonished Bishop. "How is it then 
that you told me that you were a, member of the Epis- 
copal Church?" "Well, parson, when I was at " 

naming a raining camp in an adjoining territory, "one 
of your kind of preachers came along and held a meet- 
ing in the billiard hall. I was there, and when 1 heard 
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them say, ' we have left undone those things which we 
ought to have done and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done,' I said, 'that hits me ex- 
actly, I am one of them kind of Christians,' and that is 
why I say that I am an ' Episcopal ; ' and parson, if 
you think it necessary, I want them things that you 
were a telling about done to me when you come again." 
Strange as it may seem to many, this man rather 
than that deluded woman had the true idea. His only 
title to Church membership was the recognition of the 
fact that he was a sinner, both by commission and 
omission, and a manifest desire to do better. Of course 
the Bishop, after due instruction, would baptize, con- 
firm and admit him to the Holy Communion. It is sur- 
passingly strange that men and women who have heard 
the Gospel all their lives, should still suppose that none 
ought to come to Baptism or Confirmation or the Holy 
Communion who are not prepared to stand and make 
the Pharisee's profession of religion — " God I thank 
Thee that I am not as other men are. I am converted. 
I am not a sinner." But, as all are sinners, and those 
who say they are not, deceive themselves and the truth 
is not in them, the salvation of the world depends upon 
the sinners that are in the Church. They are the salt of 
the earth without which all would perish. Not that a 
bad man in the Church is more pleasing to God and has 
brighter prospects of heaven than a good man outside, 
but that the place for all who would serve Christ is 
inside. 



Some imagine that by remaining non church mem- 
bers they escape the responsibilities of professing Chris- 
tians. But this is by no means the case. The Gos- 
pel makes identification with the Kingdom of Christ 
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obligatory upon every man and woman, and refusal to 
fulfill this obligation in no degree lessens responsibility ; 
for the Gospel rule of life is binding upon all alike. In 
Christian lands, such as ours. Church members and uou 
church members are under one and the same law. In 
that great day when all must give a strict account of 
the deeds done in the body, we shall not be judged by 
different standards. 

As Bishop Hugh Miller Thompson says : ' It is one 
of the prevailing delusions and one, we fear, which the 
common pulpit seldom reaches, to suppose that a man 
is free to accept or refuse the responsibilities of the 
Christian life — that 'the professingof Christianity 'is the 
taking up of new and quite voluntary duties. We dis- 
tinctly write it down a delusion ; and such a shallow de- 
lusion that it will stand no test. It is a flat contradic- 
tion of human life, and of the facts of human life that 
stare us all in the face. The profession of Christ is not 
the taking up of a single duty which is not binding on 
every man already, at least in lands like this. The 
baptized man has bound himself to nothing which is 
not on the unbaptized man as well. The communicant 
is measured by no rule which is not used righteously 
also for the noncommunicant. There are not two 
classes of people in a Christian country, under two dif- 
ferent laws — the 'professors' under one, and the 'non- 
professors' under another. By God's divine ordering 
of human life, we are elected to Christianity. Why, we 
cannot tell. It is His 'good pleasure.' It is the fact, 
that is all we know about it, and all that, as sensible 
people we should care to know. Our }AAm business is 
to 'make the election sure.' " 

Let none, therefore, stand aloof from the Church, 
either upon the pharisaical plea of righteousness, or 
upon the publican's plea of sinfulness, but let all do 
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their duty to Christ, to themselves and to the world, by 
becoming- faithful, humble, unostentatious, and, so far 
as possible, consistent members of the Church. 



II 

THE CHOICE OF A CHURCH. 

IF we only get to Heaven," says a dear old lady, 
in her armchair, her face beaming with good na- 
ture and kindly Christian feeling, which we would 
not rudely violate for the world: "If we only get to 
Heaven, it will never be asked by what road we came." 
We trust that the tranquillity and radiancy of the 
lovely creatures so graphically portrayed by Bishop 
Coxe will not be too much disturbed or obscured if, in 
accordance with our sense of duty, we trj- to make it 
appear that more thought and care than is customary 
should be exercised in the selection of a Church in which 
to become a member. Usua,lly a person when he has per- 
ceived the duty of confessing Chi-ist by identification with 
His Church and has made up his mind to discharge it, 
feels at liberty to unite with that Denomination which 
may chance to be his preference. This in the majority 
of cases is determined by some accident of circumstan- 
ces and environment, as, for instance, the Church rela- 
tionship of parents and friends, the size of the Denomi- 
nation, its social status in that particular place, or its 
advantages from a business point of view. 

Now there is nothing wrong about this, if the assum]i- 
tion tha,t we are free to follow natural preference in the 
matter of Church membership can be supported ; for tak- 
ing this freedom for granted, why should not a man 
in the choice of a Church, as in other affairs of life, 
act with reference to those who are near and dear to 
him and to the furtherance of his social and commercial 
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interests? But a moment's reflection will convince all 
thoughtful persons that we are not in the enjoyment of 
this assumed liberty. We are under a law that requires 
us in this, as in all matters of importance, to be guided 
by principle, not by preference. The conscience of all 
will bear witness to the truth of the assertion that a 
man, in the choice of a profession or business, should be 
influenced not by his inclinations, but by the prospect 
of service to God and man. We may imagine a young 
man with life before him strongly inclined to the profes- 
sion of the law or of medicine, although he is thorough- 
ly convinced that the need for him is greater, and that 
he would be more useful, in the ministry. In such and 
all analogous cases, a person is not at liberty to follow 
his preference. Duty to God and man lays upon him 
the obligation of denying himself and of taking up his 
cross and following Jesus. 

The duty of such a course is quite as apparent in the 
choice of Church relationship. If God were equally 
pleased, and if our opportunities for usefulness were the 
same, no matter what body of Christians we join, then 
indeed we might follow preference, for there would be no 
principle at stake. But would God be equally pleased, 
and would our opportunities for usefulness be the same? 
These are questions which should be candidly and con- 
scientiously considered by every non church member who 
has made up his mind to do his duty, and equally so by 
any who, without a proper understanding of the claims 
of this subject upon his thoughful attention, has already 
united with some one of the numerous religious bodies 
about us. 

There is a great advantage in the choosing of a 
Church from principle rather than preference; for, be- 
sides promoting self-respect and contentment, it enables 
one togive a manly and thoughtful reason for his choice. 
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A person who is known to entertain a deep-seated and 
rational conviction that the Church with which he is 
identified has superior claims to his allegiance, will al- 
ways have an influence over those who have been guided 
by mere preference or circumstances in the choice of 
their Church relationship. This is illustrated by an 
anecdote told of a parishioner by one of our Clergy. A 
well-instructed young woman of his Church married a 
Presbyterian. Upon returning home for a visit a year 
or so later, her old pastor inquired, " How about Church 
attendance? You go with your husband, I presume?" 
"Oh, no, he goes with me," washerreply. "HisChurch, 
he said, was the Church of his choice. But mine, said I, 
of my principle. ' Preference must yield to principle, ' said 
my good man; and he always goes to Church with me." 

We believe that it is God's will that we should belong 
to a branch of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church of Christ, spoken of in the ancient Creeds. No 
other organization can make good a Divine claim to the 
allegiance of any man or woman. We believe, also, that 
not only are we under no moral obligation to belong to 
an un-Catholic and un-Apostolic Christian body, but 
rather obliged not to belong to such, since our doing so 
would tend to destroy the unity of Christ's Kingdom, 
and hinder His holy conquest of the world. It may be 
a good thing for a man to found a new fraternity, or to 
become a member of human societies, such as the Ma- 
sons, Odd Fellows, or Knights of Pythias, but it is 
wrong for him to establish, or to identify himself with, 
a human Church. 

But since there are many bodies of Christians, each 
claiming to be a little more according to the mind 
of Christ and the Apostles than any of its rivals, it 
becomes necessary to investigate the several grounds 
upon which this claim is based, in order that we may be 
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able to make an intelligent choice among them. Then, 
if, in the end, we yet fail of reaching the truth, we at 
least shall have done our best to discover the will of 
God in regard to our "Church relationship; and al- 
though we may join a schismatical body instead of a 
true Church, we nevertheless shall not be held to have 
been thoughtlessly or willfully guilty of the great sin of 
schism. It is quite likely that some will never be able 
to decide among "the Churches," and that they may 
make this inability an excuse for remaining non church 
members. To such I would say: Join any Christian 
body that acknowledges Christ to be the Divine Saviour 
of the world, rather than none. The identification of 
yourself with any r3enomination that administers H0I3' 
Baptism "in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost," makes you a member, not of 
that Denomination only, but also of the One, Holy. 
Catholic and Apostolic Church. The fact that Baptism 
does not make us members of a Denomination, and 
that all duly baptized persons are members of one 
universal Church of Christ, is not generally known and 
appreciated as it should be. 



There are three conceptions of what is necessary to 
constitute an organization of Christians a true branch 
of the Catholic Church of Christ. 

1. According to the Koman conception of the Church, 
there are, properly speaking, no branches, for the Church 
of Kome, so widely diffused throughout the world, is 
the only Catholic and Apostolic Church that has ever 
existed, or ever can exist. It is claimed that the Pope 
is the sole representative of Christ on earth, and that 
only by allegiance to him can a person be identified 
with Christ and His true Church. These are sweeping 
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pretensions. Their very boldness and magnitude are 
well calculated to awe and fascinate the minds of the 
unsophisticated. "As advertising houses find custom 
in proportion, not so much to the solidity of their 
resources, as to the magniloquence of their promises 
and assurances, so theological boldness in the exten- 
sion of such claims is sure to pay, by widening certain 
circles of devoted adherents, however it may repel the 
mass of mankind." 

There are, however, unanswerable objections to the 
Roman claims, a full consideration of which will require 
a separate lecture.! For the present it must suffice 
simply to observe that they were unknown in the ear- 
liest and purest ages of the Church. The peculiar posi- 
tion of Rome as the mistress of the world early tended 
to the undue exaltation of her Bishops or Popes, but 
they are on record as repudiating any exclusive right 
or claim to lordship over other Bishops and Churches. 
Even so late and great a Pope as Gregory 1., Bishop of 
Rome from a.d. 590 to a.d. 604, rebuked John IV., 
Patriarch of Constantinople, who, it is interesting to 
note, was the first to style himself the "Ecumenical 
Patriarch" or "Universal Pope." "This title," wrote 
Gregory, "is profane, superstitious, haughty, and in- 
vented by the first apostate. St. Peter is not called 
universal Apostle. No one of my predecessors ever con- 
sented to use so profane a title. Far from Christian 
hearts be that blasphemous name. I confidently affirm 
that who calls himself, or wishes to be called, universal 
Priest, is in his pride a forerunner of Antichrist." 

2. A satisfactory discussion of the Denominational 
conception of the Church also will require a lecture 
devoted exclusively to its consideration. § What we 
say at this time must necessarily be fragmentary. By 

+ Lecture II. $ Lecture III. 
0. A.— 3 
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the Denominations we mean all the Protestant bodies, 
except those that are comprised within the Anglican 
Communion. The chief of the Denominations, in the 
order of their organization, are the Lutherans, a.d. 
1517; Congregationalists, a.d. 1571; Presbyterians, 
A.D. 1592; Baptists, a.d. 1G44; and Methodists, a.d. 
1739. According to the conception which prevails 
among these and all Denominations of la,ter origin, any 
Christian is at liberty to collect about him persons of 
like mind with himself, a.nd to form a society for the 
preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the 
Sacraments. Such societies are mutually acknowl- 
edged to be so many true Churches. In theory, at 
least, these Churches are admitted to be one as good 
as the other. 

We are aware that Presbyterians, Methodists and 
Lutherans might protest, with some show of reason, 
that this is not a correct statement of their position. 
"We," they may say, "believe in Ordination as firmly 
as do Episcopalians, but coutend that Bishops and 
Presbyters are the same Order." But the force of this 
objection is turned aside by the consideration that 
those who make so much of the Presbytery when argu- 
ing against Episcopacy, show little or no regard for it 
when dealing with societies of Christians which confess- 
edly have a self-constituted ministry. Such are recog- 
nized as standing upon the same- footing with them- 
selves. They freely exchange with their ministers and 
even receive them into fellowship, and give them pas- 
torates without reordination. This they could not 
do if the Presbyterian regime were held to be by Divine 
appointment essential to the constitution of a valid 
ministry. Mr. Macl^ean, a writer who has given con- 
siderable space to this subject, speaking of Scotch and 
English Presbyterians, says that they, "and the other 
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bodies which are separated from the ancient Church, 
are now agi'eed in saying that it does not matter 
whether there is any succession or none at all. The 
Nonconformist bodies do not claim to have any suc- 
cession going back to the Apostles, or going back at 
all more than a few generations at most. They all 
really derive the authority of their ministry from the 
congregation, that is, from below instead of from 
above. They mostly hold that any assembly of 'be- 
lievers' may appoint a man, either with or without 
the laying on of hands, to the Holy Ministry. For 
this is the way in which the ministry of aU Noncon- 
formist bodies, or almost all, first began." Else- 
where he writes: "Scarcely anyone now holds the 
belief tha.t a succession of sacred ministers must be 
passed on through an unbroken line of Presbyters. The 
Presbyterians have almost entirely ceased to hold it, 
and most of them hold, with the other nonchurchmen, 
that the Christian congTCgation can appoint its own 
ministers." 

It is said that there are above three hundred 
Denominations. According to their principles a man 
can have his choice among them ; or, if none of them 
accord with his ideas, he may start one to suit himself. 
This is doubtless the prevailing view among professing 
Christians in America; but, taking the world at large, 
there are probably not more than one-tenth who hold 
it. And there are an increasing number among the 
adherents of the Denominational system who have 
more or less serious misgivings as to whether or not a 
Church which they might see fit to found upon their 
preferences in regard to doctrine or government, would 
really be a true branch of the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church of Christ. They realize that it is not 
lawful for men to make new books written since the 
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Apostles' day and to pretend for them that they 
should be received as of Divine authority. And, they 
inquire, if the most learned, gifted and best men who 
have lived since the Apostolic age cannot maJie a New 
Testament, or add so much as a syllable to it, how can 
any found a new Church? Moreover, they perceive that 
the principles of Denominationalism would be rejected 
by human organizations such as the Masons, Odd 
Fellows and Knights of Pythias, and ask themselves, if I 
cannot found a new and independent lodge, how can 
I found a new and independent Church? And if I, 
in my day, cannot start such a Church, how is it that 
Luther and Brown and Calvin and Knox and Williams 
and Wesley and Campbell could do so in their days? In 
the estimation of all such as have regard to law and 
order and perceive the force of the historical argument, 
these questions can never be satisfactorily answered on 
behalf of Denominationalism. 

Take for example Mr. Wesley's Society. What is 
true of this, the largest of modern Denominations, is 
true of all. Is it a Church? If the Denominational 
reader insists that "yes" must be the answer to this 
question, let me ask him, is Mi*. Booth's Society, known 
as the Salvation Army, also a Church? As I under- 
stand it, the founder and adherents of this organiza- 
tion do not regard it as such ; nor have I met with any 
Denominationalists who do. But if Mr. Wesley's 
Society is a Church, why is not Mr. Booth's? They were 
both founded for the same purpose, and their methods, 
though differing in external details, are in principle 
essentially the same. The brass band, street parades, 
and services are, aiter all, only another form of the old- 
fashioned revival system. I am not here pronouncing 
upon this way of bringing men and women to Christ. 
For the purpose of my argument it is only necessary to 
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point out that according to all reports Mr. Booth and 
his army are using it quite as successfully as Mr. Wes- 
ley and his followers. Now, if the Methodists constitute 
a Church, why do not the Salvationists? True the 
latter do not claim to be a Church, but neither did the 
former at first. Indeed, I have seen it stated that in 
England the Wesleyans have not up to date formally 
claimed to be a Church, though they have gradually 
adopted the name. Their founder to the day of his 
death insisted that they were not such, but only a 
society. Will the Denominational reader occupy him- 
self in trying to give a satisfactory answer to the 
following questions: When did Methodism change 
from the state of a society to that of a Church ? What 
were the steps in the transition ? Why is the Salvation 
Army not a Church ? What will it have to do to be- 
come one? I do not hesitate to assure any who will 
comply with this request that they will enter upon an 
interesting course of study which will result in the 
abandonment of the Denominational conception of the 
Church of Christ. Thej'^ will see more and more clearly 
as they proceed that the sectarian leaders, however 
great and good they may have been, could not, in the 
nature of things, organize a new Church any more than 
they could create a new Bible or place a new star in the 
heavens. 

Bishops of regular and canonical descent from the 
Apostles are the perpetuators of the Church. As a true 
lodge, through its legally executed charter, must be 
historically connected with its founder, so a true 
Church, through its lawful Bishop-successors of the 
Apostles, must be able to show an uninterrupted con- 
tinuity ba,ck through the ages to Christ. One of the 
earliest of the Christian Fathers and Doctors tersely 
gave expression to the conviction which prevailed 
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universally during the first fifteen hundred years when 
he said, " No Bishop, no Church." 

The oldest of the Denominations, and in many re- 
spects the most dignified and justifiable of them, the 
Lutherans, started about fifteen hundred years too late 
to make good its claim to be a regular and legitimate 
branch of the Church of Christ. There will ever remain, 
after all that can be said in justification of the fifteenth 
century and later organizations of Christians, room for 
reasonable and serious doubt concerning their Catholic- 
ity. Such organizations, it will be perceived, would not 
have been recognized as true Churches in the earlier and 
purer, or indeed in any preceding, ages of the Church. 
They are not so regarded even now, and in all proba- 
bility never will be, by the va.st majority of Christians. 
All Churches whose claim to Catholicity cannot be gain- 
said were founded by the Apostles, or by those who 
"continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fel- 
lowship, and in the breaking of bread and in the pray- 
ers." But the founders of modern Denominations were 
neither Apostles nor did any of them, except the Wes- 
leys, remain in communion with any undoubted branch 
of the Apostolic Church. John and Charles Wesley 
lived and died in the communion of our Mother Church 
of England. Would to God that their followers had 
done the same ! 

Those who perceive the difference between a, Divine 
and a human Church, and realize their obligation to be- 
long to the former rather than to the latter, can never 
be quite satisfied in any body of Christians which traces 
its origin to uninspired men, and is not the recognized 
offspring of any undisputed branch of the ancient Cath- 
olic Church. 

3. Finally, we have the Greek and Anglican conception 
pf the Church, which is held by all Christians outside 
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the Roman and Denominational Communions. The 
Greek Church is the Church of Western Asia and East- 
ern Europe. It embraces nearly all Christians in Tur- 
key, Servia, Eoumania, Greece, Russia, and is strongly 
represented in Austria. The Anglican or English Com- 
munion includes all Christians in full fellowship with the 
Church of England, and is composed of these parts: 
The Church of England, the Episcopal Church in the 
United States, the Church of Ireland, the Church of 
Wales, the Church in Canada, the Church in Asia, the 
Church in Africa, the Church in Australia, the Church in 
Scotland, and nine scattered Dioceses. 

The Greek and Anglican Churches are in practical 
communion with each other ; at least, they agree per- 
fectly in regard to their conception of what is necessary 
to constitute a Catholic Church. According to their 
view there are as many branches of the true Church of 
Christ as there are nations in which there is an inde- 
pendent Church that can trace its origin to the Apostles. 
Each such Church has a right to self-government, hav- 
ing respect only to the general regulations of the great 
Councils in which the whole of Catholic Christendom 
was represented. 

The Church, according to the Greek and Anglican 
conception, may be compared to a fruitful vine which, 
having been planted by the Apostles at Jerusalem, not 
Rome, overran, even in their lifetime, almost all of the 
then known world, pushing its tendrils into the several 
political divisions of Western Asia, Northern Africa and 
Eastern Europe. These branches were in many cases 
carried over by the Apostles themselves, and through 
their planting took independent root. The successors 
of the Apostles, whom we call Bishops, have been going 
on with this work ever since, and they will continue to 
do so until the vine has taken root in every nation of 
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the earth . Thus the one vine of the Church of Christ has 
as many roots as there are National Churches. If the 
parent root of any branch should wither and die, the 
offspring would flourish nevertheless, and if in future 
ages the surviving offshoot should send a branch back to 
the native land to takenewrootthere, the second Church 
of that country would be essentially the same as the first. 
This makes it impossible that the gates of hell should 
permanently prevail against any branch of the Church. 
According to the Koman theory there is only one vine 
having its root in Christ through only one Bishop, who 
is the representative of only one Apostle. The branches 
of this vine overrun other countries, but they do not 
take root, and thus have no independent national life. 
There is, therefore, accordingto this view, no such thing 
as a National Church. Of course, if Koinanists are right 
Anglicans and Greeks are wrong. 

An argument for the Scripturalness of independent 
National Churches, as well as for the equality of Bishops, 
might be built upon our Lord's commission to the 
Apostles, " Go ye therefore and teach all nations." " Go 
ye," not go you, St. Peter, and all your successors in 
the See of Eome, but "go ye," all the Apostles and all 
their successors, and make disciples of "all nations," 
not make missions of Rome. Obedience to this com- 
mand, especially in the early days of Christianity, when 
the animosity between nations and the diflBculties of 
intercommunication were much greater than at pres- 
ent, made the establishment of independent National 
Churches unavoidable. Take England for illustration. 
In obedience to Christ's command some early successor 
of one of the Apostles, not St. Peter— many think it was 
St. Paul himself— preached the Gospel and established 
the Church there. But even as late and intelligent a 
Pope as Gregory T. did not appear to know of the exist- 
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ence of the British Church until informed of it by St. 
Augustine about the year 600. Nor can this ignorance 
be accounted for by supposing that the Church was in- 
significant. Hundreds of years before, the British Church 
had been represented in great Councils by a delegation 
of Bishops and other Clergy. This was the case at Aries 
A. D. 314, Nice a. n. 325, Sardica a. d. 347, Arimi- 
num A. n. 359. And though the Church had undoubt- 
edly suffered severely from the northern invasions, there 
still remained many Bishops, Priests and Deacons who 
congregated from all parts to the monasteries in the 
region of Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The number 
of Bishops at that time we do not know. Bede says 
that seven were present at a conference with Augus- 
tine. A very ancient author reckons them as twenty- 
five Bishops and three Archbishops. 

The Anglican idea concerning self-governing Na- 
tional Churches is confirmed by the parable of the vine. 
At least the Roman doctrine concerning St. Peter and 
the necessity to Catholicity of communion with the 
Popes, is irreconcilable with our Lord's teaching in this 
passage : •' I am the Vine, ye are the branches." Note 
that Christ is here represented as the stem and root, 
that the Apostles are only branches, that there is no in- 
dication that the branch represented by St. Peter 
should, by Divine right, overshadow the rest, and that 
there is not the faintest allusion to his successors in the 
See of Rome. Inr order to harmonize the parable with 
the Ultramontane conception it would have to be recast 
so as to read : While in the world I am the Vine, but 
after my ascension Peter and the Bishops of Rome, one 
after the other, until the end of the world, will take my 
place. Therefore, in all time to come, he that abideth in 
the Pope, and the Pope in him, the same will bring forth 
much fruit, for without the Pope you can do nothing. 
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If a man abide not in the Pope, he is cast forth as a 
branch and is withered. 

But since Romans interpret the Scriptures one way 
and we another, let us turn to the history of the earliest 
and purest ages for the purpose of ascertaining who are 
right. 

The very name of the Roman Church proves the Na- 
tional Church theory, and shows that originally she 
was regarded as one of the state Churches. Her official 
name is not "The Catholic Church," but '^The Holy 
Roman Church." The word "Roman" in this title is 
inexplicable upon the hypothesis that the Papal Com- 
munion comprises the whole of Catholic Christendom. 

Again, the phrase "The Catholic Churches," which 
occurs so frequently in the writings of both the Latin 
and Greek Fathers, cannot be explained in harmony 
with the Roman theory of Catholicity, for how could 
they speak of more than one Catholic Church, if "The 
Holy Roman Church" could make good its exclusive 
pretensions? St. Irenseus bears witness to the National 
Church idea when he says: "and neither do the Churches 
founded in Germany, nor those of Spain, in Gaul, in the 
East, in Egypt, in Africa, nor in the regions in the mid- 
dle of the earth, believe or deliver a different Faith." 

The Church is compared by the Fathers to the sea, 
as being diffused throughout all the world ; as being, 
like it, one; as having one name, that of the Catholic 
Church; and as containing within it many Churches 
with various names, as, the ocean has many bays 
within it. 

The so-called "Canons or laws of the Apostles," 
which were enacted shortly after the death of St. John, 
distinctly mention the existence of independent state or 
national Churches. "It is necessary," runs the thirty- 
fourth canon, "that the Bishops of every nation should 
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know who is first among them, recognize him as such, 
and do nothing important without his assent." It is 
unfortuna,te for the Papal claims that this celebrated 
canon was not worded something like this: It is neces- 
sary that every Bishop throughout the world should 
know that he is subject to the Pope of Rome, and that 
he should do nothing of importance without first secur- 
ing his consent. 

The local character of "The Holy Roman Church " 
was recognized by Pope Innocent III., a.d. 1198-1216, 
who, though given to the most unwarrantable efforts 
towards the aggrandizement of his position, says, in a 
letter to the Patriarch of Constantinople: "That is 
called the Church universal which consists of all the 
Churches and is named from the Greek word Catholic. 
And in this sense of the word the Roman Church is not 
the Church universal, but a part of the Church univer- 
sal." Gregory IX., a.d. 1227-41, admitted that the 
Eastern Church was a part of the universal Church. 
Even as late as the middle of the sixteenth century, the 
Council of Trent, presided over by Pius IV., tacitly 
acknowledged the existence of National Churches; for 
the creed which it formulated declared that Rome was 
"the Mother and Mistress of all Churches." It is im- 
possible to escape the logical conclusion that there 
must have been more than one Church in the minds of 
the Pope and theologians ; for otherwise that of Rome 
could not be regarded as a mother. 

But if there be an'y room for doubt as to the opinion 
of Innocent III. and Pius IV., upon this subject, there is 
none whatever when we go back to the time of Pope 
Gregory I. Bede records that among the questions sub- 
mitted to this Pontiff by St. Augustine, who, in a.d.596, 
had been sent by him to England, was the following: 
" When there is but one Faith, why are there different 
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customs of Churches, aiid why is one custom of masses 
observed in the Holy Roman Church, and another in the 
Church of Gaul?" To which Pope Gregory made this 
answer: "You, my brother, know the custom of the 
Roman Church, in which you remember that you your- 
self were brought up. But my sentence is, that whether 
in the Roman, or the Galilean, or in any Church, you 
have found anj' thing which may be more pleasing to 
Omnipotent God, you carefully select, and with special 
instruction impart to the Church of the English, which, 
as yet, is new to the Faith, what things you have been 
able to collect from many Churches. For things are not 
to be loved for the sake of places, but places for the 
sake of things. From each individual Church, therefore, 
choose the things which are pious, which are religious, 
which are right, and deposit these things — when you 
have collected them, as it were, into a bundle — in the 
minds of the English for their use." 

It cannot, therefore, be disputed, by any who ac- 
knowledge the infallibility of the Popes, that there were, 
at least in England and Gaul, National Churches which 
were separate and distinct from the Church of Rome. 
Until the Council of Trent, Roman writers, like those of 
the rest of the world, speak of the Churches of these 
countries, and of Germany and Spain, and, in fact, of 
every nation, in such away as to show conclusively that 
the idea of the Church's being one universal communion 
with Rome, and her Bishop as its indispensable center, 
had not been conceived, or at least did not obtain, even 
among Dltramontanists, until after the middle of the 
sixteenth century. 

If the present Roman theory and the interpretation 
given to the texts by which it is supported be correct, 
we ought to find that during the first three or four hun- 
dred years, all Churches were subject to the Bishop 
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of Rome, and that there was no such thing to be 
found in all the world as an independent Provincial or 
National Church. On the other hand, if the Anglican 
theory be tenable, it will appear that during this period 
the Churches of the several political divisions through- 
out the vast Eoman Empire governed themselves with- 
out practically any reference to the Bishops of the 
capital citj'', or to any other external authority except 
the decrees of the General Councils. Those who have 
not taken the pains to investigate the truth of the 
representations of modern Romanists respecting their 
universal sway in primitive times, will be surprised 
when they learn the real extent of the original Diocese 
presided over by the Bishops of the Imperial city, and 
of the comparatively little influence and power that 
they exercised abroad during the first four or five cen- 
turies. The limits of the original Papal See were those 
of the city of Rome. Even after the development of the 
Patriarchal system the region in which the Bishop of 
Rome was first among equals was by no means coex- 
tensive with Italy. " Italy," says an Ecclesiastical geog- 
rapher, "from very early times was divided into two 
great provinces. First, the Italic Diocese, which com- 
prehended the present Kingdom of Lombardy, and the 
other countries subject to the Empire south of the 
Danube, of which Milan was the metropolis ; and, sec- 
ond, that of Rome, which comprised Tuscany, the 
recent States of the Church, Naples, Sicily and the Med- 
iterranean Islands of Sardinia and Corsica, usually 
known as the Loca Suburbicaria." 

Now, in the early times, the primacy of the Bishops 
of Rome was confined to the limits of the Suburbica- 
rian Churches, and his jurisdiction to the city. He 
had nothing whatever to do with the great Italian 
Churches of Ravenna, Aquileia or Milan. Ravenna was 
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only about a hundred and eighty miles northeast of 
Rome; Aquileia was three hundred miles in that direc- 
tion, and Milan about the same distance to the north- 
west. Since the jurisdiction of the Pope was originally 
confined to Rome, and his pi'imacy was so far from be- 
ing coextensive with Italy itself, we might regard it safe 
to conclude that he had nothing to say about the gov- 
ernmentof the Church in remoter parts of Christendom. 
But we are not left to conjecture on this point. There 
is abundant evidence, known to all readers of Ecclesias- 
tical History, that the Churches of Palestine, Asia Minor, 
Africa, France, Spain and England were all for the first 
six centuries, and some of them during the first thou- 
sand years, quite independent of Roman, or any other 
foreign, domination. In fact, such of these Churches as 
compose the great Greek Communion have never sub- 
mitted in the least degree to Papal dominion. 

"Janus " * says : " There are many National Churches 
which were never under Rome, and never even had any 
intercourse by letter with Rome, without this being con- 
sidered a defect, or causing any difHcuity about Church 
Communion. Such an autonomous Church, always in- 
dependent of Rome, was the most ancient of those 

*" Janus " was a mythological deity of the Latins who had the power of 
looking both ways at once. It was therefore, not without significance, assumed 
as the pen name hy the profoundly learned German authors of " The Pope and 
the Council," a powerful protest against the proposition to declare the infalli- 
bility of the Papacy. It looked at the question from both the standpoint of 
history and expediency. Professor Schafl speaks of this work as " a book which 
will he memorable in the history of literature as one of the most crushing 
blows ever struck in any controversy. It is the work of more than one learned 
theologian of the Roman Catholic Church and deals with the question of in- 
fallibility from the root. It shows that the theological opinion in favor of Papal 
infallibility, as it has been held by many in other ages, was the offspring of 
sheer imposture and wholesale forgery sustained and repeated from genera- 
tion to generation, and that many other claims of the Papacy rest on like 
foundation." There is considerable uncertainty about its authorship. It is 
supposed to be the joint work of Professors Von Doellinger, Friedrich and Hu- 
ber of the University of Munich. There seems to be little room for doubt that 
the famous Dr. Von Doelllnger was the chief writer and the editor of the whole. 
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founded beyond the limits of the Empire, the Armenian, 
wherein the primatial dignity descended for a long; time 
in the family of the national Apostle, Gregory the Illumi- 
nator. The great Syro-Persian Church in Mesopotamia 
and the western part of the Kingdom of the Sassanidae, 
with its thousands of Martyrs, was from the first, and 
always remained, equally free from any influence of 
Eome. In its records and its rich literature we find no 
trace of the arm of Rome having reached there. The 
same holds good of the Ethiopian or Abyssinian Church, 
which was indeed united to the See of Alexandria, but 
wherein nothing, except perhaps a distant echo, was 
heard of the claims of Rome. In the West, the Irish and 
the ancient British Church remained for centuries au- 
tonomous, and under no sort of influence of Rome." 

This being notoriously the case, what becomes of 
the assertion of Romanists that the Church of England 
and the American Episcopal Church are not true 
branches of the Catholic Church of Chrisb, because they 
are not under the dominion of St. Peter's successor in 
the See of Rome? May we not effectually answer that 
if obedience to the Bishop of Rome is essential to- Cath- 
olicity, the Church did not exist anywhere in all the 
world during the first six centuries after the Ascension, 
except in the little Diocese of Rome? Roman Catholics 
feel the weakness of their cause when pleaded at the bar 
of antiquity; hence, in the person of one of their most 
representative Cardinals, Manning, they have pro- 
claimed that to appeal to history instead of the Pope 
is a sin no less heinous than "treason" and "heresy." 



Though the Roman view differs widely and funda- 
mentally from the Anglican and Greek conception, 
there is manifest agreement in the belief that there can 
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be ho such thing as a valid Church of Christ, to which 
it is the duty of noii church members to belong, unless 
there be an historical connection with Him through 
Bishops in unbroken succession from the Apostles. We 
also agree that the Church is a Divine institution with 
a human mission. Denominationalists think that it is a 
human institution with a Divine mission. We hold that 
the Church is the Kingdom of Heaven seeking men on 
earth; they that it is a society on earth seeking the 
Kingdom of Heaven. We think that it is an organi- 
zation for dispensing Christianity; they that it is for 
the attainment of Christianity. On these points Ro- 
mans, Greeks and Anglicans, who constitute fully nine- 
tenths of Christendom, are agreed. 

It may as well be observed here as elsewhere that 
our argument in many places throughout this book is 
on behalf of the whole of the great ancient Catholic 
Church. If we were to contend thus for some nonessen- 
tial feature of the Anglican Communion, however ad- 
mirable in itself, what we say might, with much show of 
reason, be disregarded as an ebullition of the secta- 
rian spirit ; but as we speak for the whole of Christen- 
dom during the first fifteen centuries, and for the over- 
whelming majorty in our own time, it will surely be 
conceded that we are entitled to a respectful hearing. 

Even the small minority who maintain that connec- 
tion with Christ through Bishops of the Apostolic suc- 
cession is not necessary to the existence of a true 
Church, did not originally reject the Historic Episcopate 
because they thought it to be un scriptural, but because 
of the force of circumstances. Luther intended that his 
followers should be governed by regularly consecrated 
Bishops as soon as they could be obtained. Calvin ap- 
plied to the Church of England for Consecration ; Wesley 
to a Greek Bishop ; and Dr. Coke first to the American 
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and then to the English Episcopate. The hopes and 
schemes of these were in each case frustrated, but their 
advice and efforts should deter any of their admirers, 
who cannot like them plead necessity, from choosing a 
non-Episcopal Church for membership, and, also, it 
should turn the face of all Lutherans, Presbyterians 
and Methodists towards Episcopacy. 

Of course Anglicans, Romanists, and Denomina- 
tionalists each cite Holy Scripture in support of the 
claim that their respective organizations are true 
branches of Christ's Church. In view of our wide differ- 
ences, outsiders cannot decide which is right, and what 
Church to join, unless they can determine which is the 
best interpreter of the New Testament teaching. Now 
it so happens that all of us are able to refer such to 
an interpreter, which we severally regard as eminently 
trustworthy. Romans direct us to the Pope, and 
Denominationalists to their founders and bright lights, 
but the Episcopal Church has no modern Pope or 
founder; so, instead of referring to personal interpre- 
ters, we have always asked inquirers to examine our 
claims in the light of the early Fathers and the history 
of the Church. We think that those who lived nearest 
the time of our Lord and the Apostles knew more con- 
cerning their teaching than the Christians of subse- 
quent ages, and that consequently what they said a,nd 
did must be taken account of by those who would 
conscientiously and intelligently choose between the 
Anglican and Roman Churches or amongst the various 
Protestant bodies of Christians. 

We are well aware that with tens of thousands of 
the representatives of the Denominations which have 
sprung up in the course of the last three hundred and 
fifty years, the historical argument will be without 
influence. They contend that a Church, which it is 

C.A.-4 
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quite within the power of a half dozen Christians to 
organize at any time, may have even a much greater 
claim upon the allegiance of non church members than 
some undoubted branch of the Historic Church of 
Christ. But as time goes on, the test of history is sure 
to be applied more and more by the educated and re- 
flecting who are guided by principle rather than by 
preference in the choice of their Church relationship. 



The Church for Americans. 
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OUR CONTROVERSY WITH 
ROMANISTS. 



THE object of this lecture is to correct two widely 
spread, mistaken impressions concerning the 
Episcopal Church, namely, that her sympathy is, 
upon the whole, with Romanism rather than with 
Protestantism, and that she is not Catholic because she 
does not form a part of the Papal Communion. 

Here and there is to be found a person who, having 
heard the claims of Rome, is possessed with the uncom- 
fortable misgiving that perhaps, after all, they are true, 
and that in standing aloof from the Pope he is living in 
disobedience to the will of God. The number of such 
among Protestants of every name is probably greater 
than is generally supposed. Certainly there are multi- 
tudes who are more or less disconcerted whenever they 
enter into an argument with Romanists, or read any of 
their controversial books. So far as non-Episcopalians 
are concerned their embarrassment is easily accounted 
for. They rest their whole case upon " the Bible and the 
Bible alone." Owing to the many-sided character of 
Revelation, Romanists are able to cite as many texts in 
support of their position as Protestants are. 

If exception be taken to their interpretations, they 
reply : " We have as good a right to our opinion in such 
matters as you have to yours." In the Roman contro- 
versy, however. Episcopalians have this advantage over 
other Protestants that, being connected in unbroken 
continuity with the Apostolic Church, and having rid 

(53) 



54 OTJE CONTEOVEESY WITH EOMANISTS. 

themselves of erroneous doctrines, and superstitious 
ceremonies which grew up in the Dark Ages, they are 
able to wield the two-edged sword of Scripture and his- 
tory. With this weapon in hand, and standing on the 
vantage ground of the Reformation, we are, indeed, 
weak Anglo-Catholics, if unable to vanquish the most 
powerful champion of the Papacy. Any person of aver- 
age intelligence, who has attentively read one of our 
Reformation fathers, or such writers of this generation 
as Littledale, Salmon, Puller, Hopkins, Kipp, Little, 
Ingram, and many others whose books are easily pro- 
cured, is more than a match for all the Cardinal Gib- 
bons and Newmans and Mannings that Rome can 
produce. An Episcopalian who has any hesitancy in 
meeting an intelligent Roman Catholic layman, or even 
Priest, in debate, should request his Rector to deliver a 
course of week-day evening lectures on the points of dif- 
ference between the Romanists and ourselves, or at 
least to lend him a book upon the subject. 



I. 

PAPAL INFALLIBILITY. 

SINCE the year 1870, belief in the inerrancy of the 
Pope, as the guide of mankind in the way of truth 
and life, has been made the condition of member- 
ship in the Roman Church and of salvation. Of all the 
articles which Rome has added to "the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints," this is the most remarkable, both 
for its presumptuousness and for its irreconcilableness 
to Scripture, reason and history. No wonder that its 
promulgation caused even the Ultramontane Com- 
munion fairly to reel with astonishment, and that it 
became the occasion of a schism in which Bollinger, the 
greatest theologian of the Roman obedience, if not, in- 
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deed, of modern times, went out with other scarcely less 
distinguished scholars, and fornitd the "Old Catholic 
Church." Nor was this all. The knowledge that the 
Jesuits were bent upon having the I'ope declared infalli- 
ble gave a great impetus to the Liberal School of Ko- 
manists. Many, representing almost every country of 
Christendom, who could not quite jtistif'y separation 
even from a heretical Church, felt, nevertheless, in con- 
science bound to identify themselves with this move- 
ment in ringing protests. 

There is little room for doubt that the resolution to 
make the dogma of infallibility an article of faith would 
have been voted down, if free and full discussion had 
been allowed and if the vote had been at all representa- 
tive of the whole communion. But the Jesuits, with 
whom Pius IX. cooperated, took care to pack the Coun- 
cil with Italians and others whose votes could be relied 
upon. As there was some reason to fear that the num- 
berof these among the legitimate Cardinals andBishops 
might fall short of an overwhelming majority, a, host of 
native titular, or merely nominal, Ecclesiastical digni- 
taries was created. By this desperate expedient, Italy 
had an altogether disproportionate representation of 
two hundred and seventy-six delegates. France, with 
a much larger Roman Catholic population, had only 
eighty-four, Germany, nineteen and the United States, 
forty-eight. By one means and another Pius IX. made 
sure of the enormous majority of 576 votes out of 770, 
for the dogma of infallibility. All whose attitude was 
in the least doubtful were, as far as possible, persuaded 
to accept his lavish hospitality. The Pope himself had 
his good-humored jokes about the numbers who com- 
promised themselves by living like princes at his ex- 
pense. "If they do not," said he, "make me infallible, 
they will render me fallire," that is, bankrupt, 
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After the resourceful Pontiff and Jesuits had done all 
they could to minimize the opposition, what little 
remained was, by one means and another, coerced so 
that only the most fearless could summon sufficient 
courage to raise their voices in debate; and those who 
did so, by the notoriously bad acoustics of the hall 
erected for the meeting of the council, and by other 
strategy, were prevented from speaking at length and 
were not heard except by a very few in the region of the 
platform. The wary infallibilists instinctively felt that 
it would not do to give such Germans as the authors of 
"Janus," or Frenchmen as the Archbishop of Paris, or 
Americans as Archbishop Kenrick, the floor for extended 
speeches. The proceedings were, of course, in the offi- 
cial language of the Roman Church, which all Prelates 
could understand and speak, though very few of them 
with sufficient ease to do justice to themselves and their 
subjects. "Quirinus" asserts that nine-tenths of the 
Prelates were condemned to silence simply from being 
unable to speak Latin readily and coherently through 
want of regular practice. And to this must be added 
the embarrassment occasioned by diversities of pro- 
nunciation. It was impossible, for example, for French- 
men or Italians to understand an Englishman's Latin. 

The rules of order provided that the chairman, who, 
of course, was the Pope's appointee and trusted repre- 
sentative, might call any speaker to order for wander- 
ing from the question and deny him liberty to proceed. 
No appeal from the decision of the chair was allowed. 
The working of this rule is illustrated by the experience 
of Monsignor Haynald, one of the most prominent 
Bishops in the opposition. In proof of a statement in 
his address he made some historical quotation, which 
showed that on the occasion of the reform of the 
Roman Rreviary, a Pope had expressed an opinion con- 
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trary to that of the present majority in the Council. 
Thereupon, the president immediately requested him to 
stop, and to descend from the tribune. Anything like 
debate was precluded. Offhand remarks were out of 
order. The speakers were required to give notice 
some days in advance, of their wish to be heard. They 
had to speak in the order of their rank, without refer- 
ence to the relevancy of any speaker's remarksto those 
of his predecessors. No reply was permitted. When, 
on the 3rd day of June, 1870, the debates of the Coun- 
cil on the main question were suddenly silenced, there 
remained on the list of those who had signified their in- 
tention to speak, the names of some forty Bishops who 
were still unheard. They were forbidden, by the rules of 
the Council, to print theirviews for private circulation 
among the Bishops; and the spiritual prohibition was 
reenforced by police arrangements which locked every 
printing office in Rome against them. But while noth- 
ing could be printed against infallibility, the organs of 
the Pope had full freedom to print and publish what 
they pleased. 

However, an American Prelate, Archbishop Kenrick, 
of St. Louis, refused to be thus gagged. Claiming a 
"Divine right to express his convictions, on this most 
important question, to his fellow-Bishops," he sent the 
carefully prepared manuscript of his Latin speech to 
a printer in Naples, where, under the flag of an excom- 
municated king, might be found that liberty for the 
Bishops of the Church which was denied them in the 
States of the Church itself. A copy of this remarkable 
document afterwards fell into the hands of the author 
of "An Inside View of the Vatican Council," by whom it 
was translated, and made an appendix to his excellent 
volume. We shall have occasion frequently to quote 
from it, and from the other notable protests of German 
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and French Romanists against the scheme which had 
been prepared for the Council by the Pope and the 
Jesuits. 

Another expedient that was resorted to, for the pur- 
pose of making sure of the end in view, was the post- 
ponement of the voting upon the dogma of infallibility 
until the intolerable Summer heat of Eome had driven 
two hundred and thirty-five Bishops from the Council. 
Gf the delegates from foreign countries who were in the 
city when the vote was finally taken, many were de- 
tained from the session by sickness, and others would 
not attend because of their disgust at the way in which 
the council had been manipulated. A private vote was 
taken on July 13, 1870, only five days before the pro- 
mulgation of the doctrine of infallibility, which resulted 
in two hundred and ninety-five affirmative and eighty- 
eight negative votes ; sixty-one bishops giving a quali- 
fied afiirmative, and ninety -one abstaining from voting, 
although present in Rome. Among the negative votes 
were the Prelates most distinguished for learning and 
position, as Schwarzenberg, Cardinal Prince- Archbishop 
of Prague; Rauscher, Cardinal Prince-Archbishop of 
Vienna ; Darboy, Archbishop of Paris ; Matthieu, Cardi- 
nal-Archbishop of Besancon ; Ginoulhiac, Archbishop of 
Lyons; Dupanloup, Bishop of Orleans; Maret, Bishop of 
Sura ; Simor, Archbishop of Gran and Primate of Hun- 
gary; Haynald, Archbishop of Kalocsa; Forster, Prince- 
Archbishop of Breslau; Scherr, Archbishop of Munich; 
Ketteler, Bishop of Mayence ; Hefele, Bishop of Rotten- 
burg; Strossmayer, Bishop of Bosnia and Sirmium; 
MacHale, Archbishop of Tuam ; Connolly, Archbishop 
of Halifax; Kenrick, Archbishop of St. Louis. If 
scholarship instead of votes had counted, the minority 
would have been found to overweigh the majority by 
as much as a giant outweighs a pygmy. Thus the 



PAPAL INFALLIBILITY, 59 

article of infallibility was added to the Ultramontane 
creed by the Jesuits and ignorant Italians and not by 
the Roman Church as a whole. 

All accounts of the Vatican Council contain ref- 
erences to a remarkable coincidence. Its two most im- 
portant days were December 8, 1869, when the ma;g- 
niflcent opening session was held, and July 18, 1870, 
when the vote upon the momentous question, whether 
or not the Pope should be declared infallible, was taken. 
Both of these events occurred during the most terrific 
storms of which the oldest inhabitants of Rome had 
any recollection. The thunder and lightning were ap- 
palling, and the darkness was so great at midday that 
the ceremonies and business could not proceed without 
artificial light. A ca,ndle had to be brought in order 
that Pius IX. might see to read his decree of Papal in- 
fallibility. All this made a profound and lasting im- 
pression upon the members of the Council and the whole 
city. It was universally regarded as a manifestation 
either of Divine approval or disapproval of that which 
was commenced on the first day and consummated on 
the last. Of course Infallibilists took one view of it and 
Anti-InfaUibilists the other. But the untoward events 
which followed in quick succession abundantly justified 
the opinion to which the latter adhered. For " behold," 
says Professor Schaff, "the day after the proclamation 
of the dogma, Napoleon III., the political ally and sup- 
porter of Pius IX., unchained the furies of war, which 
in a few weeks swept away the Empire of France and 
the temporal throne of the infallible Pope. His own 
subjects forsook him, and almost unanimously voted 
for a new sovereign, whom he had excommunicated as 
the worst enemy of the Church. History records no 
more striking example of swift retribution of criminal 
ambition," 
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As Komanists speak of the doctrine of Papal infalli- 
bility so as to create the impression that the difHculties 
in the way of its acceptance are not nearly so insupera- 
ble as is popularly supposed among Protestants, we will 
here quote the decree and explain the qualifying clauses 
behind which they take refuge when we press them too 
hard. After the introduction, which is too long for 
quotation, this declaration follows: 

"Therefore, faithfully adhering to the tradition re- 
ceived from the beginning of the Christian Faith, for the 
glory of God our Saviour, the exaltation of the Catho- 
lic religion, and the salvation of Christian people, the 
sacred Council approving, we teach and define that it is 
a dogma divinely revealed : that the Roman Pontiff, 
when he speaks ex-cathedra, that is, when in discharge 
of the office of pastor and doctor of all Christians, by 
virtue of his supreme Apostolic authority, he defines a 
doctrine regarding faith or morals to be held by the 
universal Church, by the Divine assistance promised to 
him in blessed Peter, is possessed of that infallibility 
with which the Divine Redeemer willed that His Church 
should be endowed for defining doctrine regarding faith 
or morals ; and that, therefore, such definitions of the 
Roman Pontiff are irreformable of themselves and not 
from the consent of the Church. But if anyone — which 
may God avert — presume to contradict this our defini- 
tion, let him be anathema." 

The Pope's infallibility is limited indeed to his ex- 
cathedra pronunciamentoes affecting the universal 
Church. But these phrases cannot be so explained as 
to exclude anything except his informal conversations 
without making it impossible to determine when his 
words are infallible truth. Certainly all his allocutions, 
encyclicals, bulls and decrees are ex-cathedra proclama- 
tions, and as such they must necessarily, to the Roman 
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mind, affect the " universal Church." In short, if the 
Pope is ever infallible, he is always so whenever he seri- 
ously assumes the character of a teacher, even though 
it be in the preaching of an ordinary sermon. 



The almost blasphemous doctrine of Papal infallibil- 
ity is partly accounted for (1) by the deep-seated desire 
of mankind for certitude in matters of religion, and (2) 
by the comparative freedom of the early Roman Church 
from theological error. 

But, before proceeding to consider the causes which 
led to the decree, let me observe, by way of self -justifica- 
tion, that I am not the first to make use of strong lan- 
guage in its condemnation. Professor Schaff, who as an 
historian enjoyed an enviable reputation for sobriety of 
judgment, did not hesitate to say that, "if. the dogma 
is false, it involves a blasphemous assumption, and 
makes the nearest approach to the fulfillment of St. 
Paul's prophecy of the man of sin, who ' as God sitteth 
inthetempleof God, showing himself off thathe is God.'" 
"The fundamental error of Rome," says the same au- 
thor, " is that she identifies the true ideal Church of 
Christ with the empirical Church, and the empirical 
Church with the Romish Church, and the Romish Church 
with the Papacy,and the Papacy with the Pope, and at 
last substitutes a mortal man for the living Christ." Be- 
fore the Vatican Council many Romanists took this 
view. " Janus " prophesied that if the Jesuits had their 
way, "In Rome itself the saying will be verified, 'Thou 
wilt shudder thyself at thy likeness to God. ' " And an 
anonymous writer of great learning and eloquence, in a 
"Pretended Speech of a Bishop in theCouncil," thus ex- 
presses his horror at what was contemplated : " Ah, if 
He who sitteth in the heavens is disposed to make heavy 
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His hand upon us, as once on Pharaoh, he has no need 
to suffer the troops of Garibaldi to drive us out of the 
Eternal City ; he need only let us go on to make Pius IX. 
a God, as we have made the blessed Virgin a goddess." 
Nor is blasphemy the only evil that grows out of the 
doctrine of infallibility. For, if on theonehand it tends 
to idolatry, its opposite tendency is towards infidelity. 
As some one has pointed out, it is a very short way 
from the doctrine that Pius IX. and Leo XIII. were as 
much inspired as Peter and Paul, to the doctrine that 
Peter and Paul were no more inspired than Pius or Leo. 



There can be no doubt that men generally have 
felt the need of a supreme and omniscient ruler who 
would authoritatively say, "this is the way ; walk ye in 
it." Romanists appeal to this well nigh universal crav- 
ing in their efforts to commend the doctrine of Papal 
infallibility to Anglicans and other Protestants. They 
contrast the divisions Of Protestantism with the unity 
of Romanism, and account for our unhappy condition 
by assuming that, because we are not in communion with 
the Pope, we are without a. reliable guiding star, com- 
pass or pilot. Hence, in their opinion, we are like a ship 
tossed about by every wind of doctrine, wrecked and 
buffeted to pieces upon the rocks of heresy and schism. 
We shall see how much there is in this representation later. 
For the present, let us examine the claim to deflniteness 
of teaching in matters of faith and morals with which 
Ultramontanists claim to be blessed in their Pontiff. 

They have the canonical Sqriptures. When Protes- 
ta,nts accuse them of rejecting or ignoring the Bible, 
Romanists contend that it is either an ignorant or a 
malicious misrepresentation. They say that they con- 
sider themselves just as much bound as we do to make 
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its revelations their rule of faith and its precepts their 
rule of life , and cite a decree of the Council of Trent in 
proof of this. Not only are they obliged to have refer- 
ence to all the books which we recognize as canonically 
forming a part of Holy Scripture, but to those also 
which we regard as apocryphal. So far, therefore, as 
the Bible is concerned, Romanists have less ofdeflnite- 
uess by fourteen books than Protestants. 

The Denominational wing of Protestantism does not 
acknowledge the binding force of Ecumenical decretals, 
but Romanists and Anglicans do. We do not, however, 
make belief in them, except as these pertain to the Creeds, 
necessary to salvation. Here again Episcopalians have 
a decided ad vantage over Ultramontanists ; we recognize 
only four, or at most six. General Councils, because 
these are all in which the whole of Christendom can 
be said to have been fairly represented, or that received 
universal acceptance for their enactments ; but there are 
fourteen or fifteen other synods, ciiiefly Italian, which 
are equally binding upon members of the Roman Com- 
munion. The fullest and most reliable collection of the 
ConcUiary decrees is said to be a French work in twenty- 
one large folio volumes. It is perhaps not too much to 
say that every page of this huge collection contains, on 
an average, at least some one doctrine upon which sal- 
vation is hinged. iTlien, even if every Romanist could 
read French, and it were possible for him to go through 
all the ponderous tomes for the purpose of making sure 
that he observes every precept, the dread of damnation 
would nevertheless still haunt him, because many of the 
canons which were doubtless coupled with the usual 
anathema upon those who should disregard them, have 
been lost beyond recovery. 

But we have really only begun to show the hollow- 
ness of Rome's pretension to satisfy our desire for 
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deflniteness. There remain the decrees, which no man 
can number, of the two hundred and fifty-six Popes. As 
the infallibility of the Bishops of Rome did not suggest 
itself to anyone until about fifty of them were in their 
graves, and as it was not ofiicially proclaimed to be 
a verity before the lapse of more than eighteen hundred 
years, no great care was taken to preserve their oflicial 
utterances, and hundreds and thousands of these, 
unquestionably, have perished. During the Avignon 
Schism, which commenced in A. d. 1379 and continued 
until A. D. 1409, two and sometimes three rivals dis- 
puted the fictitious "chair of St. Peter." It is impos- 
sible to decide between their respective claims. Even 
the great Councils held at Pisa and Constance could 
not do this. Accordingly they deposed all the Popes 
in turn, and elected a new one. Now this is the predica- 
ment in which Romanists find themselves. They do 
not know which of the claimants was the true Pontiff, 
and BO of course cannot tell whose decrees to obey. 
Moreover, as if for the very purpose of creating as 
much confusion and uncertainty as possible. Papal 
decretals are said to be infallible only when spoken 
ex-cathedra. There are no less than eleven theories 
as to when the Pope so speaks. 

Finally, to cap the climax of Roman indefiniteness, 
after the Bible, the Councils, and the Popes, come the 
writings of the Saints and Doctors of both the West and 
the East. Even the number of these cannot be accu- 
ratelj'' ascertained without laborious research, and 
what remains of their writings could scarcely be thor- 
oughly read in a long lifetime by one who was at lib- 
erty to devote himself w^holly to the task. It has been 
facetiously said of Duns Scotus, one of the Doctors who 
flourished in the thirteenth century, that "he wrote 
more than ten men could read in a generation and 
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more than a hundred could understand ! " Those whom 
Romanists reckon as Latin Fathers form two hundred 
and twenty -two thick volumes ; the Greek, one hundred 
and sixty -seven ; total, three hundred and eighty-nine. 

The only reply that Ultramontanists can make to 
our representation of indefiniteness,is that the common 
people are not expected to bother about all this. They 
look to the Priests for guidance. But the Priests are 
not infallible. Besides, in nine cases out of ten, yes, 
in. nine hundred and ninety-nine out of a thousand, 
they are practically no better off than the layman, for, 
if the doctrine of Papal infallibility be true, they do not, 
and no man can, know the millionth part of that which 
is necessary to salvation . 

Nor is there more of doctrinal stability than of certi- 
tude in the Papal Communion. Since the time of the 
illustrious Bossuet a staple argument of Romanists 
against Protestants has been based upon the variations 
of belief among us. There is no denying the fact that 
there is a great deal of truth in this charge, in so 
far as the nonliturgical and non-Episcopal bodies of 
Christians are concerned. But however this may be 
with respect to them, we are safe in making the asser- 
tion that the Anglican Communion, in the course of the 
last three hundred years, has manifested less of insta- 
bility than the Church of Rome. In fact, it cannot be 
shown tha,t we have departed in any important partic- 
ular from the position which we occupied immediately 
after the Reformation. Our Prayer Book, which in- 
cludes the Creeds and Catechism, has remained essen- 
tially the same. It certainly will not be pretended' that 
this can be said of the Roman book of worship and 
standards of doctrine. Some of these have been ma- 
terially changed within the present generation. For 
example, thirty years-ago "Keenan's Catechism" was 

C. A.^5 



66 OUE CONTKOVEESY WITH EOJtAXISTS. 

recognized by the Romanists of Scotland, Ireland, Eng- 
land and America as an eminently orthodox exposition 
of the things most surely believed among them. It 
was highly recommended by many Bishops, including 
Cardinal Manning. All the editions of this popular 
manual of instruction and controversy which appeared 
before the year 1870, contained the following question 
and'answer: "Q. Must not Catholics believe the Pope 
in himself to be infallible?" "A. This is a Protestant 
invention: It is no article of the Catholic Faith: No 
Papal decision can bind under pain of heresy, unless it 
be received and prescribed by the teaching body; that is, 
by the Bishops of the Church." Of course this with all of 
the same import has been omitted and exactly the con- 
trary doctrine substituted in the post-Vatican editions. 

It is remarkable that the very history of Bossuet's 
great work on the variations among Protestants, illus- 
trates how httle advantage can be gained for the 
Roman Church by the arguments which it contains. It 
was approved by one Pope and disapproved by an- 
other; applauded by the Archbishop of Rheims, and 
condemned by the university of Louvain ; censured by 
the Sorbonne in the year 1671, and in the next century 
declared by the same learned body to be a true exposi- 
tion of the Catholic Faith. And whatever may have 
been the success of this great controversialist against 
those who rejected the Papal Communion, it is beyond 
denial that, during the controversy concerning Papal 
infallibility, he proved at least as formidable against 
the Italian section of his ownChurch. 

The bare list of the heretical changes in the Roman 
creed is enough to show that the faith of the Anglican 
Communion is by comparison like the Rock of Gibral- 
ter beside a sand heap. In a. d. 754 the Church of 
Rome introduced the worship of Saints; in a. d. 787 
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she authorized the use of images and reHcs iu religious 
worship; in a. d. 1123 she forbade the Clergy to marry ; 
in A. D. 1215 she proclaimed the supi'emacy of the Pope 
and the doctrine of transubstantiation ; in A. d. 1414 
she withheld the Cup from the Laity; in A. d. 1438 the 
lucrative doctrines of purgatory and indulgences were 
invented ; in A. d. 1545 the number of Sacraments was 
increased from two to seven ; in a. d. 1868 the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary was de- 
clared ; and in a. d. 1870 the infallibility of the Pope 
was asserted. "Janus " calls attention to the fact that 
"the very names the Popes assumed or accepted, mark 
the broad division between the earher and new Gre- 
gorian Papacy. To the end of the twelfth century 
they had called themselves Vicars of Peter, but since 
Innocent III. this title was superseded by Vicar of 
Christ. In fact, the gulf between the position and rights 
ot a Gregory I. and the pretensions and plenary power 
of a Gregory IX., or between a. d. 600 and a. d. 1230, 
is as wide as from Peter to Christ." Surely, of all Chris- 
tians our Eoman brethren have the least of doctrinal 
certitude and stability. 

The author of an able article in one of our maga- 
zines is right when he says : " There is no royal road to 
certainty; no organon for the summary extinction of 
doubts. As much in the sphere of religion, as in the 
social and political domains, infallibility and perfection 
are mere dreams of the imagination." Then, after all, it 
is questionable whether the definiteness of which Ro- 
manists make so much and have so little, would be de- 
sirable, even if it were attainable. "It would," as the 
Bishop of Vermont observes, "have saved the Church 
much perplexity, much discussion, if she had been able 
to refer her questions and doubts as to points of faith 
and morals to an infallible guide and teacher. But she 
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did nat. And we can see what she would have lost had 
she been able to do so. Out of all the discussion, debate, 
and controversy, in Council and in treatise, the weigh- 
ing of evidence, the pondering of arguments, through 
much perplexity, in spite of some mistakes and blun- 
ders, the Church advances, like the individual, in the 
knowledge of God, and in an intelligent apprehension of 
His mind and will. We gain first a practical working, 
assurance, then a growing certainty. God, who surely 
hates sin more than He hates error, wills us to be freed 
from.both; but as He has not made sin impossible, so 
neither error." 

But Anglicans are not left quite so hopelessly adrift 
as Ultramontanists represent. For the Bible is our 
guiding star, history our compass, and conscience our 
pilot. If these be faithfully followed there can be no 
doubt that, though for one reason and another we may 
now and then deviate more or less widely from the true 
course, we shall nevertheless fetch up at the last in the 
haven where we would be. 



The development of the doctrine of Papal ihfulli- 
bility is also due in part to the fact that, during the first 
centuries, the Bishops of Rome, though by no means 
exempt from error, were singularly free from heresy. 
The great majority of the Popes held unswervingly to 
the Faith as it had been handed down to them in succes- 
sion from the Apostles or defined by the Ecumenical 
synods. As compared with the other chief Sees, Rome 
certainly had a well-earned and enviable reputation for 
orthodoxy. It is therefore not surprising that the im- 
pression early began to prevail that the Faith, though 
it should come to be everywhere else corrupted, would 
always be kept whole and undetiled at Rome. Some of 
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the early Fathers who lived at a distance from Rome, 
g;ave expression to this conviction. Dltramontaiiists 
make a great deal of such well-merited compliments. 
They see in them an evidence that the infallibility of 
the Pope was recognized from the beginning. But this 
is far from having been true. For long centuries, no 
one dreamed of accounting for the comparative im- 
munity of the Roman Chui'ch from error, upon the 
hypothesis of infallibility. The reason they uniformly 
gave for her good fortune, was the fact that, Rome 
being the capital of the empire, she was the rendezvous 
of Christians from every part of the world who bore 
testimony to the Faith, as it was taught in their respec- 
tive Churches. Hence, if any error of doctrine arose, it 
was promptly detected and protested against. 

The comparative freedom of the Church of Rome 
from heresy is also accounted for b^'^ the fact that she 
was so far removed from the scenes of battle between 
the orthodox and heterodox. It is one thing to stand 
off at a safe distance looking on, and quite another to 
take part in the fray. The Faith was formulated and 
defended by the Greeks. The Latins accepted the Creeds 
and preserved them as they came from the Councils, but 
they had practically nothing to do with the making of 
them. If the Bishops of Rome are really the Divinely 
appointed infallible teachers of mankind in the Chris- 
tian Faith, the fact that they had so little to do with 
the formulation and promulgation of the Catholic 
Creeds, is inexplicable. Nor can the absence of any ref- 
erence in the universally accepted Creeds to the doc- 
trine in question, be satisfactorily explained upon the 
Roman hypothesis. If it were correct, after the article 
on the "One Catholic and Apostolic Church," this would 
have followed: "And I believe in the Pope of Rome, 
the successor of Peter and infallible Vicar of Christ." 
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But though the Popes were really exceptionally 
orthodox, nevertheless their doctrinal errors were 
numerous and serious enough clearly to disprove the 
infallibility which in our generation has been decreed of 
them. In fact, the dogma will not at all stand the test 
of history. The occupants of the so-called "chair of 
Peter" have all along been guilty of as many errors, 
follies and sins as ordinary mortals would have been 
under similar circumstances. Even in their doctrinal 
decisions, which were certainly "ex-cathedra" utter- 
ances, they have frequently contradicted each other; 
and some of them have taught downright heresy. 

(1) Innocent I. and Gelasius I., who occupied the 
Papal chair in the fifth century, dogmatically main- 
tained that infants who died without receiving the 
Holy Communion, were without doubt damned. The 
Council of Trent, which assembled about a thousand 
years after their time, with a Pope at its head, rightly 
condemned and anathematized this monstrous teach- 
ing. 

(2) Pope Victor, a. d. 192, approved of Montanism, 
and afterwards condemned it. This heresy consisted in 
the belief that its promoter, Montanus, by virtue of a 
new revelation, was to introduce a new dispensation of 
the Spirit superior to that of Christ and His Apostles. 

(3) Zephyrinus, A. d. 201-19, and Callistus, A. d. 
219-23, two Bishops of Rome, held and taught the 
Patripassian heresy, which is that God the Father be- 
came incarnate, and suffered with His Son . 

(4) Marcellinus, A. d. 296-303, was an idolater. He 
entered the temple of Vesta and oifered incense to that 
goddess-. Romanists excuse him on the ground of in- 
timidation and human infirmity. To this Protestants 
reply that if this Pope had been really the Vicar of Christ, 
he might have died, but could not have apostatized. 
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(5) T^iiberius, for the sake of being recalled from exile, 
and reinstated in his See, consented to the condemna- 
tion of Athanasius, and openly professed Arianism. 
This heresy consisted in the denial of the Divinity of 
Christ. The apostasy of Liberius sufficed, through the 
whole of the Middle Ages, for a proof that Popes as well 
as other people could fall into heresy. 

(6) Pope Zosimus at first indorsed as orthodox Pela- 
gius and Celestius, who denied the fall and the neces- 
sity of Divine help in order to attain salvation. After- 
wards Augustine and the African Bishops compelled 
Zosimus to follow the example of his predecessor, Inno- 
cent I., in condemning these heretics. 

(7) Gregory I., A. d. 578-90, condemned as antichrist 
anyone who assumed the title Universal Bishop ; Boni- 
face III., A. D. 607, obtained this title from the par- 
ricide, Emperor Phocas. 

(8) Pelagius, in the sixth century, and Nicholas, in 
the ninth, made contradictory decisions upon the form 
of words necessary to valid Baptism. The earlier Pope 
declared that it is essential that the Sacrament should 
be administed in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost ; and the later, that in the name 
of Christ alone is sufficient. 

(9) Stephen, about the year a. d. 750, officially de- 
clared that a marriage with a slave girl might be dis- 
solved and another contracted. In this he contradicted 
his predecessors, who had uniformly decreed such mar- 
riages indissoluble. 

(10) In A. D. 824, the Bishops assembled in synod at 
Paris, spoke without hesitation of the "absurdities" of 
Pope Adrian, who, they said, had commanded an 
heretical worship of images. 

(11) Adrian II., A. D. 867-72, declared civil mar- 
riages valid; Pius VII., a.d. 1800-23, condemned them. 
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(12) Celestine III. pronounced the marriage tie bro- 
ken when either party became heretical. Innocent III. 
annulled this decree, and Adrian VI. declared that it was 
a pernicious heresy. 

(13) Stephen VI. caused the body of Formosus to 
be disentombed, clothed with Pontifical robes, and cast 
into the Tiber, after he had cut off from it the fingers 
with which he had given the benediction — pronouncing 
him perjured and illegitimate. Stephen himself was 
afterwards imprisoned by the people, poisoned and 
strangled. His successor restored the body of For- 
mosus to Christian burial, and, at a council presided 
over by John IX., the Pontificate of Formosus was 
declared valid and all his acts confirmed. 

(14) The doctrine that Christ's body is sensibly 
touched by the hands and broken by the teeth, in the 
Eucharist — an error rejected by the whole Church — was 
af&rmed by Nicholas II., at the Synod of Eome, in A. d. 
1059. 

(15) Paschal II., A. d. 1088-99, and Eugenius III., 
A. D. 1145-52, authorized dueling; Julius II., a. d. 
1509, and Pius IV., a. d. 1560, forbade it. 

(16) Eugenius IV., A. D. 1431-39, approved the Coun- 
cil of Basle and the restoration of the Chalice to the 
Bohemian Church; Pius II., A. d. 1658, revoked this 
concession. 

(17) Coming down to the time when the doctrine of 
Papal infallibility had been quite fully developed, and 
become the shibboleth of the Jesuits and of the dominant 
school in the Roman Communion, we have the amusing 
experience of SixtusV., a. d. 1585-90, in connection with 
the issue of his revised edition of the Latin translation 
of the Holy Scriptures. Imagining that the immunity 
from error which he believed he had inherited as Pope 
from St. Peter, would enable him to produce an abso- 
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lutely correct rendering, he undertook, with much en- 
thusiasm, the task of doing the world this invaluable 
service. In due time his revision of the Latin Bible 
came forth from the press with a great flourish of 
trumpets. Thebullby which itwasintroduced, declared 
that, inasmuch as it had been corrected from beginning 
to end by his own infallible hand, it was absolutely fault- 
less, and must supersede all imperfect renderings as rap- 
idly as copies could be supplied, and that in reprints 
the greatest care must be taken to prevent the slightest 
deviation from the edition bearing his imprimatur. 
Printers and editors who should be either so careless or 
presumptuous as to change so much as a syllable, 
were then and there excommunicated. Surely no one 
will pretend that the Pontiff was not speaking eA-catAe- 
dra when he issued his version of the Holy Scriptures, 
and anathematized all who would not recognize and ad- 
mit its absolute perfection. In view of all this, the sur- 
prise and chagrin of "His Holiness" may be imagined 
when the scholars about his court represented that, 
after a somewhat hasty examination of his work, they 
felt obhged to call his attention to more than two 
thousand glaring errors which, upon reference to the 
compositor's copy, were found to be in his handwriting, 
and to say that, unless the whole edition could be called 
in and suppressed, it would undoubtedly prove fatal to 
the doctrine of Papal infallibility. Of course some way 
out of the difficulty had to be found. Among the sug- 
gested schemes, the one adopted was to ask for the re- 
turn of the copies which had been sent out, upon the 
ground of the discovery of some mistakes which had 
crept in through the carelessness of the printers. This 
apology appeared in the Pope's preface to the new 
edition, in which the errors of this infallible successor of 
St. Peter were corrected. That Sixtuswas guilty of the 
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multitudinous inaccuracies and base deceit of which we 
have spoken, we know on the authority of no less a per- 
sonag:ethan the learned Cardinal Bellarmine, upon whom 
the Pope chiefly relied for extrication from the embarrass- 
ing situation in which he found himself. In his autobi- 
ography this Cardinal congratulates himself on having 
thus requited the Pontiff with good for evil ; for he had 
put Bellarmine's great work on controversies on the in- 
dex, because he had not maintained the direct, but only 
the indirect, dominion of the Pope over the whole 
world. "And now," says one of the Roman Catholic 
, authors of the Pope and the Council, "followed a fresh 
mishap. The autobiography, which was kept in the 
archives of the Roman Jesuits, got known in Rome 
through several transcripts. Hereupon Cardinal Az- 
zolini urged that, as Bellarmine had insulted three 
Popes and exhibited two as liars, namely, Gregory XIV., 
and Clement VIII., his work should be suppressed and 
burnt, and the strictest secrecy inculcated about it." 
1 have dwelt somewhat at length upon this instance 
of Papal fallibility, because it seems to me that in it- 
self it is sufiicient to explode the Vatican dogma of in- 
fallibility. 

(18) But this unfortunate Bible, which as we have 
seen had already scored above two thousand points 
against the Papal doctrine, was destined to make still 
another. For in his bull announcing its publication, 
Sixtus strongly recommended the general study of the 
Holy Scriptures ; but Pius VII. severely condemns the 
reading of them by any except the Clergy. 

(19) Perhaps, after all, nothing can show the ab- 
surdity of the Papal claims to infallibility quite so well 
as the spuriousness of the relics which, from time to 
time, the Popes, directly or indirectly, pronounced to be 
genuine. Even the gravest enumeration of those which 



PAPAL INFALLIBILITY. 75 

have been preserved at Rome, sounds like profane jest^ 
ing. Among them are : 

" The sponge tinged with the blood of our Lord 
. "The spearhead which pierced His side. 

" The pillar at which He was scourged. 

"Thorns from His crown. 

"Nails from His cross. 

"The Infant Saviour's cradle. 

"The table at which the Last Supper was eaten. 

"The cloth with which Christ wiped His disciples' feet. 

"Blood from Christ's side and the drops which fell 
from His brow." Among miscellaneous treasures of the 
same sort are showed : 

" A stone cast at St. Stephen. 

" Part of Aaron's rod. 

" Manna from the wilderness. 

"The espousal ring of the Blessed Virgin. 

"A piece of money received bj' Judas." Absurd as 
all this is, it is really no more so than the relics of 
which an extended account is given in the New York 
"Times" of Friday, September 20, 1895. Under the 
headline "Relics of Many Saints" are described the 
achievements of a Brooklyn lady, who organized a 
pilgrimage to Lourdes, where, at the famous grotto of 
Massavievelle, the Virgin Mary is believed by Romanists 
to have revealed herself repeatedly to a peasant girl 
in A. D. 1858. The spot at which this occurred is now 
resorted to by multitudes of pilgrims from all parts of 
the world. It is maxked by a large Church, consecrated 
in 1876 in the presence of thirty-five Cardinals and other 
high representatives of the Pope. The Holy Father was 
so much pleased with the number and zeal of the Ameri- 
can pilgrims that he favored their fair leader with a 
" reliquary." " In appearance," says the " Times " cor- 
respondent, "it is a silver frame, measuring five or six 
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inches from top to bottom. In the oval opening are 
exposed the relics, each very tiny and marked with its 
Latin name. The back of the oval can be removed, and 
underneath it is the seal of the Holy See, firmly affixed 
in red wax, to show that the contents remain intact as 
first arranged. A paper accompanies the reliquary, 
giving the names of the relics and vouching for their 
genuineness. This is the list given in oi'der : 

" Veil of the Blessed Virgin. 

"Cloak of St. Joseph. 

"Bone of St. Peter and St. Paul. 

"Bone of St. John and St. Andrew. 

"Bone of St. Philip Neri. 

"Bone of St. Augustine. 

" Bone of St. Dominick. 

"Bone of St. Francis de Sales. 

"Bone of St. Alphonsus. 

"Habit of St. Francis of Assisi. "Other valuable- 
relics which were given to in Rome were: 

"A piece of the true cross. 

"A piece of thorn from the crown of thorns. 

"A piece of the Saviour's winding sheet. 

"A bone of St. Francis Assisi. 

"A bone of St. Clair of Assisi. 

"A relic of the habit of St. Cecilia. The first three 
were in one reliquary. The piece of the cross is in the 
form of a tiny cross, and the other relics ai-e on either 
side below it. The two bone relics are in still another 
reliquary, and the piece of the habit of St. Cecilia on a 
sheet of paper and stamped with a seal. Proper papers 
accompanied them all." 

(20) But passing over the above mentioned relics we 
fix upon the famous house of the Blessed Virgin in Lo- 
retto, because, upon the whole, it may fairly be said to 
put the finishing touches to this class of Roman absurd- 
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ities. In order to escape the accusation of drawing 
upon my imagination, I shall give the story in the 
words of Professor Salmon, whose reputation for learn- 
ing and candor will shield him from suspicion. "You 
have all, I dare say, heard the story of the holy house 
at Loretto. The Virgin Mary's house at Nazareth^ when 
the land fell into the possession of unbelievers, and wor- 
shipers could no longer resort to it, was carried by the 
angels across tlie seas on the9thof May, 1291 — forllike 
to be exact — and, after taking three temporary resting 
places, finally settled down at Loretto in the year 1295. 
There, on the credit of so great a miracle, it attracted 
many pilgrims, and was by them enriched with abun- 
dant gifts. Several Popes pledged their credit to the 
proof of the story, and rewarded pious visitors with 
indulgences. I possess a history of the holy house, 
written by Tursellinus, a Jesuit, and printed at Loretto 
itself in 1837, from which I find that the story is proved 
by such irrefragable evidence tha.t no one ca,n doubt it 
who is not prepared to deny the power and Providence 
of God, and to remove all faith in the testimony of 
man. Mr. Ffoulkes, whose turn of mind was such that 
he seemed to find it as hard as the holy house itself to 
find a resting place, either among Protestants or 
Roman Catholics, neither accepted this story without 
inquiry, as niTght a thorough-going Roman Catholic, 
nor rejected it without inquiry, as might a thorough- 
going Protestant. He took the trouble of going 
both to Loretto and to Nazareth, and making labori- 
ous iiivestigations on the spot; and the result of his 
inquiry was, that he came back thoroughly convinced 
of the fictitious character of the Santa Casa notwith- 
standing the privileges bestowed by so many Popes." 
(21) In theeighth century, Virgil, Bishop of Salzburg, 
was condemned by Zachary, because he maintained the 
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spherical form of the earth, and the existence of the an- 
tipodes; he is now a saint of the Roman calendar. In 
the thirteenth century, Eoger Bacon was imprisoned as 
an astrologer, and dealer in unlawful arts; his appeal 
to Nicholas IV. only procured him a closer captivity. 
In the seventeenth it was still the same. Several Popes 
and their representatives in the infamous Inquisition 
condemned Galileo's system of astronomy, and in con- 
tradiction to it asserted that the sun goes round the 
world every twenty-four hours. Every good Catholic 
was forbidden even to read a book which taught the 
mobility of the earth. The poor astronomer escaped 
the stake by confessing, through extreme fear of a hor- 
rible death, what he never believed, that the Church was 
right and he wrong. It is needless to say that the 
Popes and Doctors have loug since abandoned the 
ground which their predecessors occupied, and have 
come over to Galileo's way of thinking. . Kepler would 
have fared no better than his friend Galileo, had he lived 
at Pisa instead of Gratz ; nor Newton, if his lot had 
not been fortunately cast in England, and a little too 
late for such interference. 

(22) Adrian I., a. d., 772-95, sent a long letter to 
the Council in defense of the use of images. It contains 
the following story in support of his argument : Con- 
stantine was at first a persecutor of the Christians, and 
put many of them to death — among others his own wife 
— for refusing to sacrifice to the gods of Rome. He 
was struck with leprosy, and, in order to effect a cure, it 
was prescribed that he should bathe in infant's blood. 
The mothers of the children who were destined to fur- 
nish this very uninviting bath, however, prevailed on 
him by their tears to give up the idea, and he was 
warned in a heavenly vision by St. Peter and St. Paul 
to apply to the Bishop of Rome, Sylvester, who had 
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been driven by the persecution to take refuge on Mount 
Soracte. Constantine accordingly sent for Sylvester, 
found him as described, and in short carried out the 
whole programme of the dream with the happy result 
of a complete cure. He then asked, who those gods, 
Peter and Paul, might be. Sylvester replied, they were 
not gods, but the servants of Christ. Constantine then 
asked, whether there were any images of them pre- 
served ; and when the Pope sent for paintings of the 
two Apostles, and showed them, the emperor at once 
recognized them as the persons who had appeared to 
him in the vision. This was one of Pope Adrian's au- 
thorities for the use of images. Now it is to be observed 
that Sylvester was not Pope until the persecution was 
ended ; that Constantine never persecuted in Italy ; 
that, on the contrary, his coming to Italy put a stop 
to the persecution ; that he was not baptized by Sylves- 
ter, nor baptized at all until his last illness, and then at 
Nicomedia, most probably by Eusebius; that there is 
no notice in history of his ever having been afflicted by 
leprosy, and it is most incredible that he ever was. 
The infallibility of Pope Adrian, which ought to be the 
voucher for this story, involves here the veracity of the 
two Apostles, who are both made to assert in the vision 
what was not true. The ridiculous story was probably 
taken from some spurious biography of the Popes. Did 
Adrian know the worth of his authority or not? The 
answer either way is fatal to the dogma of Papal Infalli- 
bility. 

(23) A number of the Popes have proved themselves 
incompetent to distinguish spurious from genuine docu- 
ments. Adrian I. and others cited the donation of Con- 
stantine; Nicholas I. the acts of the a,pocryphal Council 
of Sinuessa; and his successors for ages the decretal let- 
ters. The work of Gratian, which was corrected by a 
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commission appointed by Pius IV., and published with 
confirmation by Gregory XIII., is full of coarse and 
stupid forgeries, which needed no supernatural gift to 
detect. Sometimes they mistook one writing for another, 
as when Zosimus and others produced the Sardican 
canons for the Nicene, which Baronius, Bellarmine, and 
other's ascribe to ignorance, as a less injurious imputa- 
tion than fraud. Innocent III. quoted for Holy Scrip- 
ture a passage written by Augustine. Books to which 
the Papal sanction is pledged as fully as possible con- 
tain undeniable misstatements. Thus the Roman Cate- 
chism, after describing the ceremonies used in Baptism, 
such as the use of salt and the chrism, adds that they 
were instituted by the Holy Apostles. 

(24) But the case of Pope Honorius, A. d. 625-38, is 
generally regarded as affording the most conclusive and 
unanswerable historical evidence against this decree of 
the Vatica.n Council. The facts which historians, hav- 
ing access to orginal sources of information, tell us with 
practical unanimity are the following: (1) Honorius 
taught in two ex-cathedra letters the Mouothelite 
heresy, that is, that the human will was wanting in 
Christ, and that therefore He was wholly possessed and 
influenced by the Divine will. (2) The doctrine, which 
was a denial of our Lord's perfect manhood, was con- 
demned ; and Pope Honorius, as one of the chief heresi- 
archs, was excommunicated by the generally accepted 
sixth General Council assembled at Constantinople in 
A. D. 680. "Not a single voice, not even the Papal 
legates who were present, was raised in his defense." 
The anathema which accompanied the excommunica- 
tion of the Pontiff, was repeated at the seventh and 
eighth Councils, which were held respectively in A. d. 787, 
and A. D. 869. (3) All the successors of Honorius down 
to the eleventh century, included him in the eternal 
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anathema whicli they pronounced upon the authors and 
abettors of the Monothelite heresy. They undertook to 
see that he was condemned in the West as well as 
throup;hout the East and that his name was struck out 
of the Liturgy. Pope Leo IL , in a letter to the emperor, 
strongly confirmed the decree of the Council, and de- 
nounced his predecessor Honorius as one who endeav- 
ored by profane treason to overthrow the immaculate 
Faith of the Roman Church. The same Pope says, in a 
letter to the Spanish Bishops: "With eternal damna- 
tion have we punished Theodore, Cyrus, Sergius — to- 
gether with Honorius, who did not extinguish at the very 
beginning the flame of heretical doctrine." Thus, after 
A. D. 680, for three hundred years the Popes formally 
and publicly recognized the right of General Councils to 
condemn and depose any of them that might fall into 
error of doctrine. There is, therefore, no getting around 
the fact that during the first one thousand years both 
Councils and Popes believed in the fallibility of the Bish- 
ops of Rome, in flat contradiction to the dogma promul- 
gated at the Vatican in A. d. 1870. As was said in one of 
the many able protests by Romanists against the scheme 
of the Pope and the Jesuits: "This one fact, that a 
Great Council, universally received afterwards without 
hesitation throughout the Church, and presided over by 
Papal legates, pronounced the dogmatic decision of a 
Pope heretical, and anathematized him by name as a 
heretic, is a proof, clear as the sun at noonday, that the 
notion of any peculiar enlightenment or inerrancy of the 
Popes was then utterly unknown to the whole Church." 
(25) Finally, we have what in itself should settle the 
question, namely, the confession of three of the Popes. 
John XXII., A.D. 1316-34, and Gregory XL, A. d. 137-78, 
when dying, confessed their liability to error, and sub- 
mitted all their statements, whether spoken or written, 

C. A.— 6 
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to the judgment of the Church. Pius IV., a. d. 1559-65, 
declared, in consistory, that he himself, like his predeces- 
sors, was fallible. Perhaps the most remarkable case 
was that of Adrian VI., A. d. 1522-23, who, while he 
was a professor at Louvain, maintained that the Pope 
might err in questions of faith, and support heresy by 
decisions and decretal letters. This is his declaration : 
"It is certain that the Pope can err even in matters of 
faith, asserting heresy in his determination or decree; 
for many of the Eoman Pontiffs were heretics." He did 
not retract these words after becoming Pope, but re- 
printed them at Rome in the year 1522. There were 
certain Cardinals to whom this was a "hard saying," 
and, as the book had been published and republished in 
Rome itself, and had become extremely popular, they 
urged the Pope to reconsider his judgment. This he 
nobly refused to do. "His opinion," he said, "had al- 
ways been this in the case of other Popes, and he could 
not hold the contrary in his own case." 

My chief authorities for the above twenty-five para- 
graphs, anyone of which is sufficient to disprove the doc- 
trine of Papal Infallibility, are Salmon, Coxe, Robins, 
Hussey, Robertson, Littledale, Schaff, Gore, Glad- 
stone, Puller, Von Bollinger, Hefele, and the unknown 
brilliant author of the "Pretended Speech of a Bishop 
in the Council."* If the reader desires to pursue the 
subject further, he will find all that I have said in ex- 
panded form in the works of these unexceptionable 
authors, and much more of the same tenor which I am 
obliged to pass over for the want of space. 

* Before the Vatican Council there was a large school of "Liberal Catho- 
lics," composed chiefly of Frenchmen, Germans and Americans, many of 
whom were scholars of the first rank, who expressed their opinions freely 
about the grosser errors and corruptions of their Church and the schemes of 
their bitter enemies, the Jesuits, for the aggrandizement of the Pope and their 
order. Our quotations from Roman authorities are chiefly from the writings 
of representatives of this School. 



II. 

JURISDICTION OF THE POPE. 

INNOCENT III., A. D. 1198-1216, wrote to the 
Patriarch of Constantiuople that "Christ has ■ 
committed the whole world to the government of 
the Popes." In the famous Bull, Unam Sanctam, pro- 
mulgated about the year 1300, by Pope Boniface VIII., 
occurs this passage: "We therefore declare, assert, 
and define that for every human creature it is alto- 
gether necessary to salvation that he be subject to the 
Eoman Pontiff." The closing words of the third chap- 
ter of the dogmatic decrees of the Vatican Council, of a. 
D. 1870, are to the same effect : " If, then, any shall say 
that the Eoman Pontiff has the office merely of inspec- 
tion or direction, and not full and supreme power of 
jurisdiction over the universal Church, not only in 
things which belong to faith and morals, but also in 
those which relate to the discipline and government of 
the Church spread throughout the world, or assert 
that he possesses merely the principal part, and not all 
the fullness of this supreme power, or that this power 
which he enjoys is not ordinary and immediate, both 
over each and all the Churches, and over each and all 
the pastors and the faithful, let him be anathema." 

As the interpretation which Protestants put upon 
the above quotations is as a rule warmly repudiated by 
American lloman Catholics, it will be well to quote two 
or three passages from their own highest authorities. 
"No man can deny," says Archbishop Kenrick, in his 
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undelivered speech at the Vatican Council, "that the 
purpose of Boniface in that bull was to claim for him- 
self temporal power, and to propound this opinion to 
the faithful, to be held under pain of damnation." 
Turrecremata says that "the power of the kej^s com- 
mitted to the Pope reaches all places, persons, and 
cases, and that in the authority of his jurisdiction he is 
superior to all the remainder of the Church;" Becan, 
that "the Pope has the same power of maMng Ecclesias- 
tical laws, to bind the whole Church, as a secular prince 
for a kingdom or empire; " De Castro, that "the denial 
of the Papal supremacy has been the great source of 
heresies;" Duval, that "the power of Bishops and 
Patriarchs in the Church is derived from the supreme 
monarch, the Vicar of Christ, just as the great offices in 
France are held of the king;" Bellarmine, that "no 
man can have Christ for his Master, who is not a sub- 
ject of the Pope." Cardinal Manning, speaking in the 
Pope's name, says: "I claim to be the supreme judge 
and director of the consciences of men ; of the peasant 
that tills the field, and the prince that sits on the 
throne ; of the household that lives in the shade of pri- 
vacy, and the legislature that makes laws for king- 
doms — I am the sole last supreme judge of what is right 
and wrong." The following is from the Pope's official 
organ, the Civilta Cattolica, of March 18, 1871: "The 
Pope is the supreme judge of the law of the land. In 
him, the two powers, the spiritual and the secular, meet 
as in their apex ; for he is the Vicegerent of Christ, who 
is not only a Priest forever, but also King of kings and 
Lord of lords. The Pope, by virtue of his high dignity, 
is at the summit of both powers." Pope Innocent III. 
described himself as "the Vicar of Jesus Christ, the suc- 
cessor of Peter, the anointed of the Lord, the God of 
Pharaoh, short of God, beyond man, less than God, 
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greater than man, who judges all men, and is judged 
by no man." 

Of course, if the Popes are really all this, no man who 
has reference to the will of God in the choice of his 
Church relationship, can either become or remain a 
member of any branch of the Anglican Communion, be- 
cause the Churches of which it is composed, not being in 
subjection to the Bishop of Kome, form no part of the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church. Episcopalians contend, 
however, that neither Boniface VIII., nor any one of his 
predecessors or successors, was endowed with infallibil- 
ity, and that the Episcopal Church, by proofs drawn 
from both Holy Scripture and Ecclebiastical History, can 
be shown to be not a whit less Catholic because of her 
independence of Papal government. Which of the par- 
ties in this contention is right? This is a question which 
we shall now proceed to answer. Though we shall con- 
fine ourselves as much as possible to the dispute con- 
cerning the jurisdiction of the Pope, it will be clearly im- 
possible to lose sight altogether of the controversy 
about his infallibility. For in showing that the univer- 
sal authority claimed by him has no foundation in 
Scripture or history, we necessarily undermine his pre- 
tension to exemption from error. 



Romanists base the Papal claim to universal do- 
minion upon the following texts : "Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto 
thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: and whatso- 
ever thou shalt bind on earth shalt be bound in heaven; 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven." (St. Matthew, 16:18-19). " I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not, and when thou 
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art converted, strengthen thy brethren." (St. Luke, 
22:32.) "Feed my sheep." (St. John, 21:17.) 

From these texts it is argued that St. Peter was con- 
stituted prince of the Apostles and Vicar of Christ ; ' ' that 
all the power and office that was communicable from his 
Lord to him who should stand in His place as the head 
and center of the Apostles, was communicated to Peter, 
and to him was given the undivided pastoral care of the 
whole flock upon earth." This conclusion reached, it is 
further claimed that the successors of St. Peter in the 
See of Kome are Christ's sole representatives in the 
world, and that there can be no such thing as a true 
Church unless it be presided over by the Pope and in 
communion with him. 

Learned Anglicans have repeatedly shown, by Scrip- 
tural and historical arguments, which the Eomanists 
have never been able to answer, that the texts referred 
to do not give the slightest support to these conclusions, 
and have proved that the Church is built on the founda- 
tion of the Apostles and Prophets, not of St. Peter alone ; 
Jesus Christ Himself, not St. Peter, being the chief corner- 
stone. There is no intimation in the New Testament that 
St. Peter based any claims to authority upon Christ's 
words; nor is there any recorded instance of his exercis- 
ing any primacy or presidency, or even claiming it. The 
most that can with any show of reason be inferred from 
the texts under consideration, is a kind of personal 
leadership among the Apostles. But granting, for the 
sake of argument, that he was distinguished by such 
primacy, there is not the slightest ground for the claim 
that his successors in the See of Rome were to enjoy a 
similar distinction. The words of Bishop Barrow are 
true: "In all Divine Revelation the Bishop of Rome is 
not so miich as once mentioned, either by name, or by 
character, or by probable intimation." 
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The great majority of the Fathers and Doctors un- 
derstood the chief of these texts, "Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my Church," to refer to St. 
Peter's confession of Christ's Divinity. The venerable 
and learned Roman Catholic Archbishop of St. Louis, 
in his famous discourse against the proposition to de- 
clare the Pope infallible, contends that, because the creed 
of Pope Pius IV. makes it obligatory upon them to in- 
terpret the Holy Scriptures according to the unanimous 
consent of the Fathers, Roman Catholics cannot make 
good their claim of supremacy for St. Peter. " If we 
are bound," says he, "to follow the great number of the 
Fathers in this matter, then we must hold for certain 
that the word Peter means, not Peter professing the 
Faith, but the Faith professed by Peter. In a remarkable 
pamphlet, printed in the fae-simile of the manuscript, 
and presented to the fathers almost two months ago, 
we find five different interpretations of the word ' rock,' 
in the place cited-. The first of these declares that the 
Church was built on Peter; and this interpretation is 
followed by seventeen fathers, among them, by Origen, 
Cyprian, Jerome, Hilary, Cyril of Alexandria, Leo the 
Great, Augustine. The second interpretation under- 
stands from these words, ' On this rock will I build my 
Church,' that the Church was built on all the Apostles, 
whom Peter represented by virtue of the primacy. And 
this opinion is followed by eight fathers — among them, 
Origen, Cyprian, Jerome, Augustine, Theodoret. The 
third interpretation asserts that the words, 'On this 
rock,' are to be understood of the faith which Peter 
had professed — that this faith, this profession of faith, 
by which we believe Christ to be the Son of the living 
God, is the everlasting and immovable foundation of 
the Church. This interpretation is the weightiest of all, 
since it is followed by fifty-four Fathers and Doctors; 
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among them, from the East, are Gregory of Nj'ssa, Cyril 
of Alexandria, Chrysostom, Theophylact; from the 
West, Hilary, Ambrose, Leo the Great; from Africa, 
Augustine. The fourth interpretation declares that the 
words, ' On this rock,* are to be understood of that rock 
which Peter had confessed, that is, Christ — ^^that the 
Church was built upon Christ. This interpretation is 
followed by sixteen Fathers and Doctors. The fifth 
interpretation of the Fathers understands by the name 
of the rock, the faithful themselves, who, believing 
Christ to be the Son of God, are constituted living 
stones out of which the Church is built." 

In their Collect for the Vigil of St. Petei- and St. Paul, 
Romanists are taught to pray: "Grant, we beseech 
Thee, Almighty God, that Thou wouldst not suffer us, 
whom Thou hast established on the Rock of the Apos- 
tolic Confession, to be shaken by any disturbances." 
This Collect evidently was compiled before the Popes of 
Rome and their followers had begun to teach that the 
Church is built upon St. Peter and his successors, rather 
than upon Christ Himself, and upon the recognition 
and profession of His Divinity. The remaining part of 
the text contains, indeed, a notable promise, and, if 
it were all that our Lord had said upon the subject, the 
supremacy of St. Peter over the rest of the Apostles 
could hardly be questioned. "I will give unto thee the 
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven ; and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven ; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven." 

But what was here promised before the Cruci- 
fixion to one Apostle, was, after the Resurrection, actu- 
ally bestowed upon each of them, without distinction, as 
a part of their common commission. "Then said Jesus 
unto them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father 
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hath sent me, even so send I' you. And when He had 
said this He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whosesoever sins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted unto them, and whosesoever sins 
ye retain, they are retained." By interpreting these 
texts in the light of each other, it is clear that 
the promise was made to St. Peter as the representa- 
tive of his -fellow Apostles. This was the view of the 
great St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, A. d. 391-430. 
He says: "Peter, in many places of the Scriptures, ap- 
pears as representing the Church, but especially where 
it is said of him, ' I will give you the keys.' Has Peter 
received these keys, and has not Paul received them? 
Has Peter received them, and not James and John, and 
the rest of the Apostles?" 

The context shows how St. Peter came to be repre- 
sentatively addressed. It was not because he was to 
be the first Bishop of Eome (St. Paul, or, more proba- 
bly Linus, was this), but because he was the first to 
give expression to the growing conviction among the 
twelve that Jesus was none other than the promised 
Messiah, the Divine Saviour of the world. As he was 
the spokesman for the rest in this glorious confession, it 
was natural that they should through him receive the 
promise of stewardship — that is what the keys signify 
— in the Church or Kingdom which Christ would found 
on the rock of faith in His Divinity. " I do not think," 
says Canon Gore, "we can make it too plain how exclu- 
sively Western in growth is the Papal claim, as Rome 
understands it. Thus it does not appear that a single 
Greek Father of the first six centuries recognizes the 
connection, which Rome supposes to exist, between the 
promise to St. Peter and the position of the Pope. ' In 
the writings of the Greek Doctors,' says 'Janus,' 'Euse- 
bius,'St. Athanasius, St. Basil the Great, the two Greg- 
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ories, and St. Epiphaniiis, there is not one word of any 
prerogatives of the Roman Bishop. The most copious 
of the Greek Fathers, St. Chrysostom, is wholly silent 
on the subject. ' Universal negatives are somewhat dan- 
gerous, but I do not think that this can be disputed." 

But owing to the fact that the promise was made 
through St. Peter, and because we see in the Acts of the 
Apostles that he was the first to exercise the power of 
the keys by opening the door of the Church to both the 
Jewish and Gentile world, Anglican scholars, follow- 
ing the early Christian writers, very generally grant 
that Christ may have intended to reward him for his 
courageous avowal, by making him the first among his 
equals, that is to say, the chairman or official head of 
his brethren. There is no serious dispute between Ro- 
manists and Anglicans on this head. We part company, 
however, when they pretend, upon the ground of the 
primacy, which we are willing to admit, that St. Peter 
was the Vicar of the ascended Master to the Apostolic 
Church, and that, therefore, his successors in the See of 
Rome are Divinely commissioned to lord it over the rest 
of Christendom. 

Then, too, it has been almost conclusively settled that 
St. Peter never had any successors in the Roman See. 
It is indeed doubtful whether he was ever at Rome, ex- 
cept possibly when he was brought there for trial and 
martyrdom. • At all events, it seems morally certain 
that he did not found the Church at Rome, and that he 
was at no time Bishop of that city. " Some very learned 
men," says Bishop Bull, "have observed that the whole 
tradition of St. Peter's voyage to Rome was first de- 
rived from Papias, an author indeed very ancient, but 
also very credulous, and of a mea,n judgment." Span- 
heim maintains that Peter never was in Rome. Sal- 
masius asserts that "there is no better evidence for 
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Peter having gone thither than for the preaching of 
James in Spain, or of Joseph of Arimathea in Britain ; " 
and that, "by calculation of dates, it is proved with the 
utmost certainty that the Apostle was never at Rome. " 
Scaliger, the greatest scholar of the sixteenth century, 
says that "no moderately learned man can believe 
Peter's journey to Rome, his session for twenty -five 
years, or his capital punishment there." Ranke says 
cautiously and truly: "Historical criticism has shown 
that it is a matter of doubt whether the Apostle ever was 
at Rome at all." But however this may be, Wycliffe ex- 
pressed the whole truth of the ma.tter in a few words 
when he said : "As it does not follow, because Peter was 
personally called 'Satan' by our Lord, that, therefore, 
he was made lower than any of the Apostles, so it does 
not follow, because certain privileges were given him 
personally in the words: 'Thou art Peter,' that, there- 
fore, he was made Pope and head of the Church after our 
Lord's ascension." 

According to the understanding of the Fathers, the 
second text relied upon by Romanists, "I have prayed 
for thee that thy faith fail not, and when thou art con- 
verted strengthen thy brethren," was intended to warn 
St. Peter of his pitiable weakness which manifested 
itself in the base denials of his Lord recorded in the 
same chapter, and to prevent him from falling away 
altogether. It is claimed by Roman divines that this 
prayer and precept of our Lord extends to aJl the 
Bishops of Rome, as St. Peter's successors, and that in 
speaking to St. Peter our Lord spoke to them. " Would 
they," asks Dr. Wordsworth, late Bishop of Lincoln, 
"be willing to complete the parallel and say that the 
Bishops of Rome especially need prayer because they 
deny Christ? Let them not take a part of it and deny 
the rest." 
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The third text, "Feed my sheep," was regarded as 
Christ 's gracious absolution of Peter upon his sorrow- 
ful repentance, and the restoration of him to the Apos- 
tolic office which had been forfeited. True, our Lord, in 
commanding St. Peter to feed his sheep, uses, as Roman 
Catholic controversialists point out, a word which con- 
veys the idea of ruling as well as feeding. But if they 
argue from this that to St. Peter alone was given the 
fullness of authority to feed the lambs and the sheep^ — 
the whole flock of Christ — how will they explain St. 
Paul's injunction to the elders of Ephesus, "Feed the 
Church of God ?" It is the same Greek word. Mani-' 
festly the Roman argument, if consistently adhered to, 
would prove that the Ephesian elders and their succes- 
sors were, by the use of this word, all created universal 
Popes. " Indeed, St. Paul expressly tells them that the 
Holy Ghost has made them overseers to all the flock, 
which is more than the Lord said to St. Peter himself." 
As a matter of fact St. Peter received no more power 
from Christ than the other Apostles, for nothing was 
said to him which was not also said to them. All the 
.Apostles were therefore equal to St. Peter in power. 



An exhaustive consideration of all the passages of 
Scripture which are irreconcilable with the Papal pre- 
tensions would be wearisome. It is therefore fortunate 
that the texts, as a rule, are so clear and conclusive 
that only a few need to be cited or alluded to, with but 
little comment. Upon two or three occasions our Lord 
refused to gi-ant the lequest of His disciples to indicate 
which of them was to be chief. The last was on the 
night before His Cruciiixion. His refusals will at once 
be seen to be unaccoiuitable upon the Roman hypothe- 
sis. For, surely, if that were correct, the supremacy of 
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St. Peter would have been clearly proclaimed and 
recognized. 

Again, the claim of Ultramontanists cannot be 
reconciled with the fact that St. Paul received neither 
his commission as an Apostle nor his doctrine from St. 
Peter individually, or from the college of Apostles, and 
that yet they gave him the right hand of fellowship and 
intrusted him with the leadership in the evangelization 
of the Gentiles. As he himself tells us, he labored more 
abundantly than any of his colleagues, and this he 
did quite independently of St. Peter. "This fact," says 
one, "seems to have been Divinely intended to bar, 
from the very first, the Papal claim as false and unten- 
able." 

When St. Peter dissembled with the Jews, St. Paul 
not only rebuked him, but rebuked him publicly, show- 
ing that if St. Paul was not his superior, he was a,t least 
his equal. 

When Samaria had received the Gospel from Philip, 
the Deacon, and converts needed Confirmation, and the 
subject came before the Apostles, did St. Peter direct 
who should perform the duty? On the contrary, the 
Apostles sent him, together with St. John ; and Christ 
says, "a servant is not greater than his lord ; nor he 
that is sent greater than he that sent him." 

St. Paul speaks of: "That which comes upon me 
daily, the care of all the Churches." How fortunate 
it would have been for the Eoman claims if St. Peter 
had said this of himself. 

"The same Apostle Paul," says a Koman Catholic 
writer, "enumerating the offices of the Church, mentions 
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, pastors and teachers. 
Is it credible that St. Paul, the great teacher of the 
Gentiles, would have left out the greatest of all the 
offices,, the Papacy, if the Papacy had been founded by 
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Divine institution? It seems to me that this omission 
would have been no more possible than a history of the 
Vatican Council that should make no mention of His 
Holiness, Pius IX." 

"But," says the same author, "the thing which 
astounds me beyond all expression is the silence of St. 
Peter himself. If he had been what we say — the Vicar of 
Christ upon earth — he must have known it. If he knew 
it, how does it happen that he never once — not one sol- 
itary time — acted as Pope? He might have done it on 
the Day of Pentecost, when he pronounced his first dis- 
course; but he did not. He might have done it at An- 
tioch ; but he did not. He might have done it at the 
Council of Jerusalem ; but he did not. He might have 
done it in his two epistles to the Churches ; but he did 
not. Can you imagine such a Pope as this? " 

Of St. Paul it is said that to him the uncircum- 
cision were committed; that is, all but Jews were put 
under his headship. Hence, it is clear that if we Gen- 
tiles have a spiritual monarch, he is St. Paul, not St. 
Peter. 

The claims of Rome respecting St. Peter's superiority 
will appear in their right light if, as Dr. Littledale sug- 
gests, we ask these questions: Suppose the rest of the 
Apostles decided one way and St. Peter separately de- 
cided the other way, which decision would stand? 
When St. Paul withstood St. Peter to the face, which of 
the two actually yielded? 

The silence of our Lord is hard to explain on the 
Roman hypothesis. As an author of the Roman Com- 
munion observes: "Not only is Christ silent upon this 
point, but He has so little thought of giving the Church 
a chief, that when He is promising thrones to His Apos- 
tles, to judge the twelve tribes of Israel, He promises 
twelve of them — one apiece — without saying that one is 
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to be higher than the rest, and is to belong to Peter. 
Surely, if he had wished Peter to occupy a throne that 
should overshadow the rest, He would have said so. 
What must we infer from this silence? Logic tells us: 
Christ did not intend to make Peter the chief of the 
Apostolic college." 

The following golden words of a Franciscan monk 
show how utterly out of accord the Papal claim to sov- 
ereignty is, with not only the letter but the spirit of the 
New Testament: "If the Bishop of Rome possessed a 
plentitude of power, such as the Popes falsely lay claim 
to, and such as many, through mistake, or in the spirit 
of adulation, concede to them, all men would be slaves ; 
and this is plainly contrary to the liberty of the Gospel 
law." 



The hollowness of the Papal pretensions to supreme 
authority appears also from the history of the early 
Ecclesiastical Councils. If the Bishops of Rome were 
really by Divine appointment and inspiration the uni- 
versal sovereigns and unerring guides of Christendom, 
it is impossible to explain the obscure and subordinate 
position which some of them occupied in these delibera- 
tive assemblies and the condemnation which was 
passed upon others. Indeed, upon the Ultramontane 
hypothesis, it is difficult to account for the great Coun- 
cils at all. If the infallibihty of the Bishop of Rome had 
been recognized during the Conciliary period which em- 
braces the five hundred years from the fourth to the 
ninth centuries, there would have been no need of the 
expense and trouble of bringing a host of fallible 
Bishops from distant parts to pass upon matters that 
might have been disposed of by a stroke of the Pope's 
pen. Under such circumstances, the only imaginable 
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reasons for a Council would have been to give an 
opportunity of explaining to the heads of Dioceses, 
I'rovinces, and Patriarchates the decrees upon which 
"His Holiness" had resolved, and to add dignity and 
solemnity to the occasion of their promulgation. But 
if these had been the ends in vierw, the Popes would have 
called each of the Councils which are recognized by the 
Greek and Latin Churches as Ecumenical, and their 
resolutions or decrees, passed not infrequently after 
many months of debate, would have served no purpose 
but to provide the delegates with an exciting pastime. 
At best their action could have had no other effect 
than that of a recommendation to the Pope, whose ap- 
proval and signature would have been required to 
make it a law. But it has been admitted by the 
greatest Koman scholars that "The Popes took no 
part in convoking Councils. All Great Councils, to 
which Bishops came from different countries, were con- 
voked by the emperors." The same authorities also 
admit that "Neither the dogmatic nor the disciplinary 
decisions of these Councils required Papal confirma- 
tion." 

Even St. Peter himself, as we have seen, did not pre- 
side at the Council of the Church held at Jerusalem to 
settle the dispute which had arisen between the Jewish 
and Gentile converts. Nor were the so-called successors 
of St. Peter in the See of Eome the conveners, or ex 
officio presidents, of any of the General Councils. These 
were all called by the reigning emperor. They were pre- 
dominantly, and some of them exclusively. Oriental. 
From the year 325, in which the first Council of Nice 
was held, to the year 580— the date of the second Coun- 
cil of Constantinople — out of the one thousand one 
hundred and nine Bishops who attended the first six 
Councils, only nineteen were Occidental Bishops. They 
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were "presided over," says Dr. Kurtz, "either by the 
monarch in person, or by a prelate chosen by the 
Council." 

Hosius, Bishop of Cordova, a province of Spain, was 
elected president of the first Nicene Council. The third 
Council, A. D. 431, which met at Ephesus, was presided 
over by St. Cyril of Alexandria. It was convened to 
consider a matter which had already been passed upon 
by the Pope, in a Koman Synod, whose judgment was 
not regarded as conclusive. The Pope's legates, to- 
gether with the Patriarch of Constantinople, presided 
at the fourth Council, a. d. 451, which also acted upon 
matters that had already been considered by the Ro- 
man Bishop and Synod. The fifth Council, A. D. 553, 
contradicted with anathemas a doctrinal statement of 
Pope Vigilius, and compelled him to retract it, as well 
as to conform to its own contrary decision. The sixth 
Council, A..D. 680, as we have observed elsewhere, form- 
ally anathematized Pope Honorius I. as a heretic — a 
condemnation which was submitted to by the Roman 
Church, and for nearly a thousand years afterward was 
renewed by every one of her Popes at his coronation. 
In view of the simple truth in regard to the Popes and 
the Councils which may be read in the Church histories 
of reliable Roman, as well as Protestant, authors, 
what becomes of the Papal claims? 

In addition to the abundant evidence which has al- 
ready been given in support of the Anglican and Greek 
contention, that the Bishops of Rome, during the first 
centuries, did not claim or exercise jurisdiction outside 
of their own Diocese, may be mentioned the correspond- 
ence which they had with their brethren of the Episco- 
pate. If by Divine appointment they stood in the same 
relation to the rest of the Bishops a sour Lord stood to 
the Apostles, the early Church Fathers knew it, and their 

C. A.— 7 
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knowledge of this vitally important fact would be evi- 
dent in their comnjunications with them, and they 
themselves would be evidently mindful of their unique 
position while inditing letters. But there is nothing in 
the epistolary remains of the first three or four hundred 
years to indicate that it ever occurred to any of the 
Popes, or to their contemporary Bishops, that they 
were not, in respect to their commission, on the same 
footing. They addressed each othei* just as the Bish- 
ops of the United States and our Primate do. On the 
one hand there was no assumption of superiority, and 
on the other no acknowledgment of inferiority, even by 
the occupants of the most out-of-the-way and obscure 
Dioceses. 

St. Cyprian, for example, corresponds with the vari- 
ous Popes with whom he was contemporary, on terras 
of complete equality. He speaks of them, and addresses 
them, as his brothers and his colleagues. In the words 
of Bishop Sage: "What is more notorious than that 
those, and those only, could be colleagues who enjoj'^ed 
the same power and the same prerogatives?" Councils 
used the same form of address ; the Fathers of Constanti- 
nople inscribed their epistle to their "brethren and 
colleagues, Damasus of Rome, Ambrose of Milan," and 
others. The Council of Antioch addressed a synodical 
letter, about Paul of Samosata, to "Dionysius, Bishop 
of Rome, and Maximus, Bishop of Alexandria, and to 
all their fellow-servants, Bishops, Presbyters, Deacons, 
and to the whole Church." Another Council at Constan- 
tinople wrote to "Damasus, Britto, Valerian," and 
others, uniting their names without any mark of dis- 
tinction, but calling them alike brothers and fellow-ser- 
vants. "It must not be supposed," observes Father 
Puller, "that this familiar style of address was due to 
the primitive simplicity of the Christians of that age. 



JURISDICTION OF THE POPE. 99 

On the contrary, when the Priests and Deacons of Rome 
have occasion to write to St. Cyprian, they conclude 
their letter thus : " Most blessed and most glorious Pope, 
we bid you ever heartily farewell in the Lord." And 
again, when the same Priests and Deacons of Rome, 
writing to the Clergy of Carthage, have occasion to 
refer to. St. Cyprian, they say: "We have learnt that 
the blessed Pope Cyprian has, for a certain reason, 
retired." 

The equality of the Pope and other Bishops is even 
more apparent from the disputes which he had with 
some of them than from his friendly correspondence. 
Firmilian, Bishop of Cappadocia, applied language of 
unusual harshness to Stephen, Bishop of Rome. He 
compares him to Judas ; accuses him of " defaming the 
Apostles;" calls him "blind," "ignorant," "rash," 
"presumptuous," "a partaker with heretics," — Stephen 
had called Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, whose part 
Firmilian was taking, " antichrist," " false apostle" and 
"deceitful worker." "Nothing, indeed, could well be 
more grievous than the spirit in which the conflict was 
carried on. Christian meekness and charity were sacri- 
ficed by both parties ; there was certainly no restraint 
in the use of reproachful terms through any conscious 
inferiority to the Roman Bishop. Cyprian maintained 
his conclusion as strongly against Stephen as he would 
against any other Bisliop ; he rebuked him as freely, 
and condemned him as severely. The anger of Stephen, 
on the other hand, is a proof how he understood the 
conduct of his opponent; yet he does not venture to 
charge him with rebellion against the See, which is now 
said to be the center and source of unity. Harsh words 
he gave abundantly in reply, but he stopped short of 
the point which is indispensable to the papal argument." 
An appeal toi local synods or General Councils some- 
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times showed that the Pope was right, and then he had 
the satisfaction of a victory; but, unfortunately for the 
Papal claims, quite as frequently he was convicted of 
error, and so had to bear the chagrin of defeat, and 
even of rebuke and condemnation. 

It should be remarked in this connection that there 
were times, before the rise of the Papacy, when the Sees 
of Carthage, Alexaridria, Constantinople and Milan in 
turn temporarily quite overshadowed the See of Rome. 
This was sometimes owii)g to political circumstances, 
but mor«i frequently to the great superiority of the 
Bishop or Patriarch over the Pope. Gregory Nazianzen, 
himself one of the Primates of Christendom as Bishop of 
Constantinople, said truly of his brother Patriarch, 
" The head of the Alexandrian Church is the head of the 
world." At a later period, Justinian's rescript also 
recognizes Constantinople as the head of all the 
Churches. At another time it was correctly said of the 
gi'eat Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, that he "presided 
not only over the Church of Carthage and over Africa, 
but also over all the countries of the West, and over 
nearly all the regions of the East and of the South 
and of the North." It is scarcely necessary to add 
that this presidency which St. Cyprian exercised was 
not, outside of Africa, a presidency of jurisdiction, but 
a presidency of love and honor, and, as a consequence, 
of influence. 

But though the Pope of Rome has not, by Divine ap- 
pointment, any jurisdiction over other Bishops and their 
Dioceses, yet at an early date the Church of both the 
East and the West conceded the primacy to him, and in 
the course of time he began to exercise a more or less, 
universal and absolute supremacy over Western Chris- 
tendom. An explanation of howthis came about will be 
necessary to show that the Catholicity of the Anglican 
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Communion is not in the least compromised by its pres- 
ent independent position. 



The universal primacy with which the Pope was hon- 
ored during several centuries, is accounted for by the 
development of the Patriarchal system. The Apostles 
were equal in authority, because they all received the 
same commission. As the authorized representatives of 
Christ theyg:ave this commission and the authority con- 
nected with it to their successors, whom we call Bishops. 
When the Apostles and Bishops met for consultation 
and corporate official action, as they did more or less 
frequently from the beginning, it was necessary that 
one of them should be the chairman. Before the crea- 
tion of Diocesan Bishops, this privilege, by common 
consent, may have been accorded to St. Peter. Always, 
when a number of men associate themselves together 
for any purpose, one or the other of them comes to the 
front as a leader. In this instance, it would appear 
from the Acts of the Apostles, and from tradition, that 
St. Peter was the one who did so. It is probable that 
he was the oldest of the twelve. If so, this of itself, 
other things being equal, would single him out for 
honor. But it would seem that not only was he the 
senior, but that he was also by nature endowed above 
his fellows with the qualities of leadership. In order to 
account for the part which he took after the Ascension, 
until St. Paul becomes the central figure, there is no need 
of the Ultramontane hypothesis that he was designated 
by the Lord as Prince of the Apostles. Even if Eoman- 
ists could substantiate this view, which is an impossi- 
bility, before it would be of service to them in their 
controversy with the great Greek and Anglican Com- 
munions, it would be necessary for them to show con- 
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clusively that the prerogatives of St. Peter had been 
duly made over to the Bishops of Rome in succession. 
There is not a scrap of evidence that they ever inherited 
anything from him, not even the primacy of natural 
leadership, which he appears to haveenjoyedfor aseason, 
certainly not the supremacy which he never possessed. 

We have conceded that, owing to his age and nat- 
ural qualifications, St. Peter may have presided at 
most of the formal meetings of the Apostolic college. 
But as the Diocesan system developed, the Bishop of 
the city in which a Council was held, would take 
the chair without encroaching upon any known right 
of St. Peter. This was illustrated in Jerusalem, the 
first See City, by St. James, the first Diocesan. After 
his Consecration to be Bishop of the Mother Church, 
the Apostles had occasion to meet at their headquar- 
ters. As this is the only Council of which we have 
any New Testament record, we conclude that it must 
have been of exceptional importance. In view of the 
claims which Romanists make for St. Peter,the fact that 
not he, but St. James, was president, is inexplicable. 

In the course of time, when the whole Roman Empire 
was divided into Dioceses, the Bishops of each Province 
were accustomed to meet for consultation and legisla- 
tion. The Bishop of the Diocese in which the Provincial 
Council met presided, or at least his right to the presi- 
dency was for a long time recognized. But the transac- 
tion of business in the interim between the Councils re- 
quired an official head, and this was usually the Bishop 
of the chief city or of an Apostolic See. Out of this neces- 
sity it was that the Metropolitan system grew. Ulti- 
mately the Metropolitans were called Archbishops, and 
were generally, by courtesy, conceded the right to pre- 
side at all Provincial Councils, whether held in or out of 
their own Dioceses. When it was necessary to decide 
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some question of more general importance, the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops of two or more Provinces would 
come together for the purpose. At first the Archbishop 
of the Pro\ince in which the meeting was held presided. 
But after a time the confederation developed into the 
Patriarchal system, and its official head for the interim 
between Councils, who usually occupied the most impor- 
tant See of the whole confederation, was designated Pa- 
triaich, and conceded the right of presidency over these 
assemblies, whether held in his own or in another Arch- 
episcopal Province. 

The whole of Christendom was divided into five 
Patriiirchates, namely, Eome, Constantinople, Anti- 
och, Alexandria, and Jerusalem. Now and then it was 
found necessary, for the preservation of the faith and 
the unity of the Church, to hold a Council in which 
all the Patriarchates should be as fully represented as 
possible. These General Councils created the need of 
of an official head for the whole Christian world. This 
high distinction would, of course, fall to one of the 
five Pati'iarchs, and naturally to him who occupied 
the most powerful See, namely, the Pope of Rome. 

Every Bishop was originally called Pope, but as time 
went on the title was more and more restricted to the 
Patriarchs. Then, owing to various circumstances, the 
occupant of the Roman See had the distinction of being 
called "the Pope." In later times the title was appro- 
priated almost exclusively to the Bishops of Rome, 
while those of the other Patriarchal Sees were called 
Patriarchs. Each title is derived from a Greek word 
meaning "father." Patriarch is the more dignified of 
the two, since it is applicable not so much to the head 
of a family as to the chief or ruler of a clan. 

It is worthy of note that England, probably by 
reason of its isolation and early political obscurity, was 
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not canonically made a part of the Roman, or of any 
other, Patriarchate. Says an able writer on "English 
Orders:" " Our contention is that Britain or any part 
thereof, as England, was never within any Patriarchate 
at any time, and was never assigned by any Ecumenical 
Council to any Patriarchate. It was and is outside of all 
Patriarchates and therefore was and is independent." 
The exceptional position of the Church of England was 
recognized by a Pope, in his treatment of one of the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury who, happening to be at Rome 
during the meeting of a Provincial Synod, made an ef- 
fort to attend its sessions incognito. He did not, how- 
ever, escape recognition. The Pope, having been made 
aware of his presence, introduced him as the '^ Papa 
alterius orbis" and insisted on his being seated with 
him upon the Papal throne. 

It was not then because of any prerogative inherited 
from St. Peter, but because their See City was the world's 
metropolis and seat of government, that the Bishops of 
Rome, with the development of the Patriarchal system, 
ca,me to be recognized as the first among equals. 



That the presidency enjoyed by the Bishops of Rome 
was of human rather than Divine institution, is also 
evident from the legislation upon the subject by several 
Councils. It was ordained at Constantinople, in A. D. 
381, "That the Bishop of Constantinople shall hold the 
first rank after the Bishop of Rome, for Constantinople 
is new Rome." This decree was reiterated and more 
fully explained at the General Council of Chalcedon, A. 
D. 451. The fact that Rome was the only Apostolic See 
in the West, and that both St. Peter and St. Paul, the chief 
Apostles, suffered martyrdom there, also contributed to 
exalt its Bishop. "The reverence paid in the East to 
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Alexandria and Antioch and Ephesus and other 
Churches was in the West monopolized by Rome." But 
as Primus he had, of course, no canonical jurisdiction 
outside of his own Diocese. He had no more authority 
over his Episcopal brethren than Bishop Williams of 
Connecticut, the present Primate of the American Epis- 
copal Church, has over Bishop Leonard of Ohio. 

Papal supremacy developed much later than the 
primacy and was limited to the Western Church. As 
the doctrine of infallibility grew out of the widespread 
desire for an unerring religious teacher, so that of the 
Pope's right to universal dominion had at least one of 
. its roots in the felt need of a supreme ruler, which has 
manifested itself in both the Old and the New Dispensa- 
tions, by the setting aside of the polyarchical for a mo- 
narchical regimen. God provided that the government 
of the Jewish nation and Church should be diAnded 
between the elders of the twelve tribes, Himself being 
Head over all. A similar provision was made by Christ 
for His Kingdom, which is a continuation and develop- 
ment of the old Church. He was to be its supreme 
Ruler and center of unity. His administrative repre- 
sentatives were to be the twelve Apostles and their suc- 
cessors. These were invested with equal authority, so 
that in their respective fields of labor they were quite 
independent of each other. 

We would not be understood to teach that in the 
early Church every Bishop was a law unto himself, but 
that none had a right to meddle in the administration 
of another's Diocese, so long as the Faith and the regu- 
lations which the college of Bishops had decreed in 
Council assembled, were not violated. It was, in the na- 
ture of things, necessary that the head of a Diocese 
under certain circumstances should be called upon by 
an higher authority to give an account of his steward- 
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ship. An authority that should be recognized as final 
was clearly indispensable to the well being of the 
Church. During the first one thousand years, this was 
found in the Ecumenical Councils, which possessed 
both legislative and judiciary functions, and bore 
much the same relation to the Diocesan and Provincial 
Synods that the Supreme Court of the United States 
bears to the other courts of the country. The Scriptu- 
ral warrant for these Councils and their essential value 
to the Church may be inferred from the fact that the 
Apostles, themselves, set the example of convening 
them for the solution of difficulties which none of them, 
not even St. Peter, could solve. Western Christians re- 
peated the fault of the Jews in abandoning God's gov- 
ernment for one of their own choosing, when they 
allowed the Popes more and more to supplant the Coun- 
cils and to lord it over their brethren of the Episcopate. 

The circumstances which led to this unfortunate and 
sinful exchange of the Episcopal polyarchy for a Papal 
monarchy were very much the same in both cases. It 
seemed to the worldly wise to be a necessary expedient 
for self-protection against heathen enemies. Of course, 
when the Church in the West determined to have a king, 
it had no difficulty in finding a candidate who was head 
and shoulders above his rivals for the throne. All eyes 
naturally turned to the Bishop of Rome, who had long 
been the Primus of Christendom. 

But the exaltation of the Papacy is by no means 
wholly accounted for by the people's desire for an Eccle- 
siastical monarch. They were indeed ready to invest 
the great Bishop of the Imperial City with extraordinary 
judicial powers and to make him the center of unity 
in both Church and State, but they had no intention of 
going beyond this. The greatness which they may be 
said to have thrust upon him, though much more than 
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the primacy, was far less than the supremacy. But for 
the ambition of the Popes, and the corrupt methods 
which the degeneracy and ignorance of the Dark Ages 
made it possible for them and their aggrandizers to em- 
ploy in its gratification, they would never have become 
more than supreme judges in cases which had been 
carried from the Diocesan to the Archbishop, and from 
him to the Patriarch, without settlement. The Church 
alv\ ays has stood in need of a court from which there 
is no appeal except to a General Council, but it has 
never requii-ed a king other than the one who ever sits 
at the right hand of God. Fortunately for the world 
the Popes have not and never can attain the goal upon 
which, with astounding presumption, they have fixed 
their eyes. Nor, as has just been observed, would their 
efforts to reach it have been crowned M'ith anything 
like the measure of success which has been achieved, but 
for the unscrupulous use of the most reprehensible 
means. We must make along story as short as is con- 
sistent with clearness. 



When at lengih the combination of circumstances to 
which we have referred began to open a little the door 
of dominion to the aaibitious Popes, they found them- 
selves constantly embarrassed by its rubbing and stick- 
ing against the grain of tradition and history and of 
the ancient Conciliary decrees and Patristic writings. In 
fact, it was discovered that everything would have to be 
either planed off a good deal or made over altogether 
before there could be any freedom of action. Accord- 
ingly, work was begun and vigorously continued 
throughout the Dark Ages. 

From first to last, there were a great many more or 
less systematic efforts to reconstruct history in the 
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interest of the Papacy. One of the most important of 
these was made as early as the beginning of the third 
century, in a work of fiction which, however, purports 
to be the autobiography of Clement, who, at that time, 
was erroneously supposed to have been the first occu- 
pant of the Eoman See. The object of the unknown 
author was to create the impression that the honor of 
being the first among equals, which had long been con- 
ceded to the Bishops of Rome, was not due, as had 
hitherto been believed, to the political greatness of the 
city over which he presided, but to the circumstance 
that St. Peter, who, contrary to fact, was represented 
to have been the founder and Apostolic head of the See, 
had, shortly before his death, consecrated Clement to 
succeed him, and bequeathed to him and his successors 
forever the headship of the whole Church. 

Before the close of the ninth century, the Popes, by 
the mutual consent of the disputants, had frequently 
acted as arbitrators and judges in cases that natural- 
ly should have come before the other Patriarchs. A 
record was kept of the decisions rendered in these ex- 
ceptional instances of appeal to Rome. As this busi- 
ness added greatly to the dignity and revenue of the 
Bishops of Rome, they grew more and more anxious to 
make it appear that they were, by Divine appointment, 
the supreme judges of Christendom. So they made a 
great deal of the romance concerning St. Peter and 
Clement. But in pushing their claims, at every step 
they were asked such questions as these : If the right 
to adjudicate all difficult cases has been inherited from 
St. Peter by the Popes, why is it that, as the records 
show, appeals were not made to the Holy See from the 
beginning ; and why do the canons forbid the carrying 
of cases beyond the Patriarch of the jurisdiction to 
which the litigants belong, and make it unlawful for all 
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Bishops, Archbishops, and Patriarchs to exercise any 
of their functions beyond their canouically defined bor- 
ders? To get rid of these embarrassing questions, 
what are known as the "False Decretals of Isidore" 
were fabricated. The work in which they were em- 
bodied contained both genuine and forged canons of 
the Councils and judgments of the Popes. It has been 
establi&hed beyond dispute that they contain ninety- 
four spurious Papal decrees, fifty-four of which are 
attributed to the first thirty-five Bishops of Rome. 
The rest are distributed along the intervening period 
to A.B. 851, so as to make the chain of appeals practi- 
cally continuous from St. Clement to the then reigning 
Pope. This gross forgery, owing to the uncritical age 
in which it was perpetrated, was not detected until the 
Reformation. Though the Bishops of Rome had noth- 
iiig to do with the authorship of the Pseudo-Clementine 
literature and the Isidorian Decretals, they are none 
the less guilty, for they vouched for their authenticity, 
and made use of them to change the government of 
the Church from a Divine polyarchy to a human 
monarchy. 

After the appearance of the decretals the canons of 
the Councils and the writings of the Fathers were rap- 
idly more and more corrupted by additions and sup- 
pressions. But by the twelfth century such tinkerings, 
extensive as they were, were found to be insufiicient. 
Accordingly, Gratian deliberately undertook the work 
of recasting the whole canonical code, so as to make it 
fit in with the new order of things. Thomas Aquinas, 
the intellectual giant of the thirteenth century, ac- 
cepted, apparently without misgiving, the whole mass 
of False Decretals, canons and corruptions of the 
Patristic writings which had been accumulating dur- 
ing five hundred years, and, after fusing them together 



110 OTJE COKTEOVEESY WITH EOMANISTS. 

into a homogeneous whole, and rounding out the work 
of fraud by additions from his own fertile imagination, 
built upon it his system of Papal dominion and infal- 
libility which has continued to this day. "John 
XXII., in his delight," says "Janus," "uttered his 
famous saying, that Thomas had worked as many 
miracles as he had written articles, and could be canon- 
ized without any other miracles, and in his Bull he 
affirmed that Thomas had not written without a spe- 
cial inspiration of the Holy Ghost. Innocent V. said 
that whoever assailed his teaching incurred suspicion of 
heresy." 

The world has never witnessed such gross and all 
pervading literary frauds as those for which the Papacy 
is responsible. Everything which they and their ag- 
grandizers touched has been modified so as to square 
with the dogmas of universal dominion and doctrinal 
infallibility. An old author, in connection with what 
he has to say about the corruption of the Fathers, 
gives a list of one hundred and eighty-seven treatises 
cited by Koman writers, about the spurious character 
of which no doubt remains; and modern criticism 
would easily add to the number. He gives also a list of 
fifty passages corrupted in the genuine writings of the 
Fathers, and he adds : " I have set down only five decades 
whereby you may conjecture of the rest, which for brev- 
ity's sake are omitted." 

Not even the Roman Missal, or Prayer Book, has es- 
caped. An author quoted by Canon Gore says: "The 
condemnation of Pope Honorius for heresy is recorded 
in the Roman Breviaries until the sixteenth century, at 
which period the name of Honorius suddenly disap- 
pears. The theory of Papal infallibility was at that 
time being rapidly developed. A fact opposed it. The 
evidencefor the fact is suppressed." "I have before me," 
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writes Pere Gratry. "a Roman Breviary of the year 
1520, printed at Turin, in which, on the feast of St. Leo, 
June 28th, I find the condemnation of Honorius: In 
which synod were condemned Sergius, Cyrus, Honorius, 
Pyrrhus, Paul and Peter who asserted and proclaimed 
one will and operation in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I open the Eoman Breviary of to-day," he continues, 
"and there I find in the instruction of St. Leo, June 
28th: 'In this Council were condemned Cyrus, Sergius, 
and Pyrrhus, who preached only one will a^nd operation 
in Christ.' The trifling incident of a Pope condemned for 
heresy by an Ecumenical Council is simply omitted by 
the revisers of the Breviary in the sixteenth century. 
Father Gamier, in his edition of the Liber Diurnus, 
says, with a gentle irony, that 'they omitted it for the 
sake of brevity.'" "One of the enrichments of the 
Breviary," pointed out by another Roman Catholic 
writer, "was the putting of Satan's words to our Lord in 
the Temptation, 'Iwill give thee all the kingdoms of the 
world,' into the mouth of Christ, who is made to address 
them to Peter." These forgeries and mutilations in the 
interest of the Papal system were so astonishing, that 
the Venetian Marsiglio thought that in course of time 
no faith would be reposed in any documents at all, and 
that so the Church would be undermined. "It is im- 
possible," as Professor Salmon observes, "to think 
that if Roman prerogatives had rested on any Divine 
gift, it would have been necessary to bolster up the fab- 
ric with so enormous a congeries of fraud and lies." 

In cases wherein the light of modern learning and 
the art of printing have made it impossible to effect the 
necessary changes, the books have been placed upon the 
index of works which may not be read by Romanists. 
Indeed, the reading of any book or article which 
contains anything derogatory to Ultramontanism 
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is forbidden except to a few specially licensed contro- 
versialists. The Bible itself is popularly supposed, 
not without good reason, to be among such books. 
Certain it is that Scripture reading was for ages dis- 
couraged, and sometimes absolutely interdicted. At 
the Council of Toulouse, for instance, in 1229, the Laity 
were forbidden to have in their possession any copy of 
the books of the Old or New Testament if translated 
into the vulgar tongue. This was the first synodical 
prohibition ; there had been no instance of a law 
since the days of the emperors which showed the 
same hostility to the Bible. When the Council of 
Trent met, in 1562, the first business taken in hand 
was to prepare an index of prohibited books. The 
work was intrusted to a committee of Bishops, who 
reported, concerning the Scriptures, that as the result 
of experience their translation into the vulgar tongues, 
and the indiscriminate use of them, has produced 
"more evil than good." The report was not made 
until there was no time left for its consideration by 
the Council; so the matter was committed to Pope 
Pius IV., who approved the part in which we are here 
interested. It reads as follows: "Since it is manifest 
by experience that if the Holy Bible in the vulgar 
tongue be suffered to be read everywhere without dis- 
tinction, more evil than good arises, let the judgment 
of the Bishop or inquisitor be abided by in this respect; 
so that, after consulting with the parish Priest or the 
confessor, they may grant permission to read transla- 
tions of the Scriptures made by Catholic writers, to 
those whom they understand to be able to receive no 
harm, but an increase of faith and piety, from such 
readings; which faculty let them have in writing. But 
whomsoever shall presume to read these Bibles, or have 
them in possession without such faculty, shall not be 
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capable of receiving absolution of their sins, unless they 
have given up the Bible to the ordinary." 



But conclusive as are the foregoing arguments 
against the claims of the Papacy, the strongest yet 
remains to be presented. It is based upon the scandal- 
ous lives which many of the Popes have lived. For how 
can they make good the pretension that since the Ascen- 
sion they stand in the same relation to the Church uni- 
versal as our Lord did to His Disciples, unless it be 
shown that, like Him, they have also been a perfect 
example to the world as well as its light and king? As 
the claims of Christ could not stand for a moment but 
for His absolute holiness, so the assertion that the 
Popes are His infallible and all powerful representatives 
must fall to the ground if any of them can be con- 
victed of sin. Many of the Bishops of Rome have been 
in all respects ornaments to the Church and have rend- 
ered her inestimable service. I would rather dwell on 
the virtues of these than upon the heresies, frailties, 
and immoralities of the unworthy occupants of that 
illustrious Apostolic See. But as Professor Salmon says : 
" When Rome is made the hinge on which the whole 
Church turns — the rock on which it rests — then it is 
necessary to give proof that Rome has not the strength 
to bear the weight which it is proposed to lay upon it." 
The evidence by which her weakness will be made 
manifest shall, for obvious reasons, be quoted solely 
from the pages of her own sons. I shall be obliged to 
suppress some of the passages which have been collected 
from their books, because they contain accounts of 
crimes too revolting for mention in a work that is in- 
tended for general reading, but not one word will be 
added from Protestant authors. 

C. A.-8 
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The learned Cardinal Baronius, speaking of the 
Papal Court in the tenth century, says: "What was 
then the semblance of the. Holy Roman Church? As 
foul as it could be, when harlots, superior in power as 
in profligacy, governed at Rome, at whose will Sees 
were transferred. Bishops were appointed, and, what is 
horrible and awful to say, their pa.ramours were in- 
truded into the See of Peter; false Pontiifs who are set 
down in the catalogue of Roman Pontiffs merely for 
chronological purposes; for who can venture to say 
that persons thus basely intruded by such courtesans 
were legitimate Roman Pontiffs? No mention can be 
found of election or subsequent consent on the part of 
the Clergy; all the canons were buried in oblivion, the 
decrees of the Popes stifled, the ancient traditions put 
under ban, and the old customs, sacred rites, and former 
usages in the election of the Chief Pontiff were quite 
abolished. Mad lust, relying on worldly power, thus 
claimed all as its own, goaded on by the sting of am- 
bition. Christ was then in a deep sleep in a ship, when 
the ship itself was covered by the waves and these great 
tempests were blowing. And w'hat seemed worse, there 
were no Disciples to wake Him with their cries as He 
slept, for all were snoring. You can imagine as you 
please what sort of Presbyters and Deacons were chosen 
as Cardinals by these monsters." 

Genebrardus, Archbishop of Aix, speaking of the du- 
ration of the Papal profligacy which Baronius thus 
describes, says: "This age has been unfortunate, in so 
far that during nea,rly a hundred and flfty years, a^bout 
fifty Popes have fallen away from the virtues of their 
predecessors, being apostates, or apostatical, rather 
than Apostolical." 

Very sad is the picture drawn in the speeches at the 
Roman Catholic Councils of the 16th century, when a 
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powerful but unsuccessful effort at reformation was 
made. The speakers made avowals aud charges so 
outspoken and of such overwhelming force that they 
cannot but amaze us. Their descriptions reproduce in 
various forms the same idea: " We Cardinals, Italian 
Bishops, and officials of the Curia, are a tribe of worth- 
less men who have neglected our duties; we have let 
numberless souls perish through our neglect, we dis- 
grace our Episcopal office, we are not shepherds but 
wolves, we are the authors of the corruption prevalent 
throughout the whole Church, and are in a special 
sense responsible for the decay of rehgion in Italy." Car- 
dinal Antonio Piicci said publicly, before the assembly 
of A. D. 1516: "Eome, and the Roman Prelates and 
Bishops daily sent forth from Rome, are the jointcauses 
of the manifold errors and corruptions in the Church; 
unless we recover our good fame, which is almost wholly 
lost, it is all up with us." 

"Janus" tells us that: "The means used by the 
Popes to secure obedience, and break the force of oppo- 
sition among people, princes, or Clergy, were always 
violent. The interdict which suddenly robbed millions, 
the whole population of a country — often for trifling 
causes which they had nothing to do with themselves — 
of Divine Worship and Sacraments, was no longer suffi- 
cient. The Popes declared families, cities, and states 
outlawed, and gave them up to plunder and slavery; 
as, for instance, Clement V. did with Venice ; or excom- 
municated them, like Gregory XI., to the seventh gener- 
ation ; or they had whole cities destroyed from the face 
of the earth, and the inhabitants transported — the fate 
that Boniface VIII. determined on for Palestrina." 

Macchiavellisays : " The Italians are indebted to the 
Roman Church and its Priests for our having lost all 
religion and devotion through their bad examples, and 
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having become an unbelieving and evil people. Th^ 
nearer a people dwells to a Roman Court the less religion 
it has. Were that Court set down among the Swiss, 
who still remain more pious, they too would soon be 
corrupted by its vices." Nor was a more favorable 
judgment given by Macchiavelli's fellow-citizen, Guic- 
ciardini, who for many years served the Medicean 
Popes in high offices, administering their provinces and 
commanding their army ; he observes, on Macchiavelli's 
words, that "whatever evil may be said of the Roman 
Court must fall short of its deserts." 

The corruption of the Hierarchy is witnessed to in 
Rome itself by that triumph of Michael Angelo's genius, 
the " Last Judgment," which was painted for the Altar 
of the Sistine Chapel, in a. d. 1541. This magnificent 
work, according to all accounts, is a thrilling prophetic 
parable, which the Papal Court, in its stupid debauch- 
ery, was incapable of comprehending. It portrays to 
the eyes, in awful menace, the final reckoning. By 
including some of them among the damned, the saintly 
artist, who must have been scandalized at what he con- 
stantly beheld of the abomination of desolation in 
the temple, wrote Tekel, in vivid and unmistakable 
characters, on the walls of the Popes and Cardinals. 
"Of course, those who saw their own portaits in this 
terrible caricature, winced a little, but they were too 
torpid to comprehend the length and breadth of such 
a prophecy. A day of retribution was close at hand. 
God, in the great Reformation, was arising to shake 
terribly the earth."- 

Roman writers have put as good a face as possible 
upon this unfortunate showing. Of those who have 
exercised their ingenuity to this end, Baronius has 
succeeded as well as any. He contends that inasmuch 
as the Church and Roman Hierarchy were not utterly 
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ruined by the sins of the Popes, their Divine origin and 
indestructible character are manifest. "If," the ingen- 
ious Cardinal asks, "the Papal chair was filled by a 
succession of monstrous men, most base in life, most 
abandoned in morals, and in every way most foul — if it 
had a set of chiefs whose sins would have brought down 
judgments and utter ruin on any other government, 
must we not infer, from the fact of the Papacy's having 
survived such a state of things, that it enjoys the spe- 
cial favor or blessing of Heaven?" But Baronius was 
not the first to resort to this parodoxical makeshift ; in 
fact, he only restated and lent the weight of his repu- 
tation to an explanation which had long exercised a 
great influence over the illiterate masses, but which, in 
his time, was fast losing its influence with the educated 
and thoughtful. 

Boccaccio, an Italian writer of the fourteenth 
century, should have been canonized by the Roman 
Church for the support which her corrupt Bishops long 
derived from his story, "Abraham's Conversion to 
Christianity." If it were not for the age and the con- 
text in which the story appears, it would seem incredi- 
ble that a tale which cannot now be read or heard with- 
out laughter, should ever have been regarded as a satis- 
factory illustration of the way in which the worst 
Popes, scarcely less than the best, contributed to the 
Glory of God in the upbuilding of His Church. The 
tale, as given in the "Decameron," is briefly this: 
Abraham was a Parisian Jew, who, being pressed to 
embrace Christianity, declared his intention of visiting 
Rome, in order to determine by personal investigation 
whether the morals of Christ's Vicar and of the Cardi- 
nals and Clergy proved the superiority of their Creed 
over his own. His Christian friend, intensely desiring 
his conversion, was horrified, knowing too well that the 
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spectacle of sensuality, avarice, and simony which 
tainted all at Rome, from the least to the greatest, was 
better calculated to make a. Christian turn Jew than to 
induce a Jew to become a Christian. But Abraham 
could not be dissuaded from going. However, it turned 
out better than there was reason to fear, for upon his 
return he, after all, presented himself for Baptism, de- 
claring himself convinced of the Divinity of a religion 
which survived, notwithstanding that its chief ministers 
were doing their very best to destroy it. "The popu- 
larity of this tale in pre-Reformation times, shows that, 
if the Bishop of Rome was then believed to be a guide 
to truth, he was not imagined to be an example of 
moral purity." 

A brilliant objector against the dogma of infallibil- 
ity, after an almost brutal exposure of the .monstrous 
crimes of the Popes, in which special mention is made of 
the infamous Alexander XI. and John XXII., sums up 
his argument thus: "If you declare the infallibility of 
the present Bishop of Rome, you will be held bound to 
prove the infallibility of all his predecessors, without a 
single exception. But can you do this, with history 
lying opeti and sjiowing as clear as sunshine that the 
Popes have erred in their teaching? Can you do it, and 
maintain that Popes who were guilty of avarice, of in- 
cest, of murder, of simony, were nevertheless Vicars of 
Jesus Christ? Oh, venerable brethren, to maintain this 
monstrous thing would be to betray Christ worse than 
Judas did. It would be flinging mud in His face! Be- 
lieve me, venerable brethren, you cannot make history 
over again. There it stands, and there it will stand 
forever, to protest mightily against the dogma of 
Papal infallibility. You may proclaim it unanimously, 
but you will have to do without one vote, and that is 



III. 

ANGLICAN ORDERS. 

BESIDES the consecration of oneself to the Chris- 
tian ministry and the spiritual and intellectual 
preparation necessary for this high calling, two 
things always have been required in every branch of the 
Catholic Church, namely. Apostolical and Canonical 
Ordination to the office of Deacon, Priest or Bishop, 
and a lawful appointment to a particular field of labor. 
Upon the first of these depends the validity of Sacramen- 
tal ministrations, and on the second the exclusive 
authority and submission which are indispensable to 
efficiency and harmony. So far, there is no difference 
of opinion between Komanists and Anglicans. Our con- 
troversy is concerning the question, whether or not we 
have the regular Orders and commission. 

Eomanists represent that pre-Eeformation Bishops 
in England derived whatever authority they had from 
the Pope, and that, now that he has withdrawn that 
authority, they are none the better for this coiniection 
with the past. Anglicans reply that the Church of Eng- 
land was, in its origin, independent of Rome and con- 
tinued so for hundreds of years.* This being the case, 
Canon VIII., of the General Council of Ephesus, A. D. 
431, makes the interference of the Pope in the Ecclesias- 
tical affairs of England unlawful, and annuls his bull of 
excommunication. This canon restrains all Bishops, 
not excepting the Popes, from the exetcise of Episcopal 
functions and jurisdiction in any Diocese or Province 
except their own. Thus, when the Pope excommunicated 

* I<?cture IV. 

(119) 
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the Church of England in the reigns of Henry VIII. 
and Elizabeth, he did no more than cut himself and 
his Diocese off from a pure branch of the Catholic and 
Apostolic Church of Christ. His excommunication 
of the whole Eastern Church some four centuries before 
had the same effect. St. Firmilian, Metropolitan of 
Cajsarea in Cappadocia, was right when he said to 
Stephen, Patriarch of Rome, "Whilst you think it in 
your power to excommunicate all the world, you have 
only separated yourself from the communion of the 
whole Catholic Church." 

During the fourth and fifth centuries, the Church was 
harassed by the rise of many grave heresies. In this 
period of excited disputation the weapon of excommuni- 
cation was brandished recklessly, not only by the Popes 
of Rome, but also by the other heads of Partriarchates, 
and even by comparatively obscure Diocesans. When 
there was danger of serious corruption, the best way to 
guard against it known to the Ecclesiastical authorities 
of those days, was to cut the offender off from fraternal 
intercourse with the endangered Diocese and to brand him 
with the censure called anathema. But when one Bishop 
excommunicated another, it never occurred to the ex- 
communicate that he and the Christians of his Diocese 
were cast out of the Catholic Church. It required the 
condemnation of a General Council for this. With but 
comparatively few exceptions, the cause for the excom- 
munication was too trifling to commend it to the 
attention of such a body. The dispute was therefore 
usually settled, and the parties directly concerned recon- 
ciled, by arbitration, or by time, that great healer of 
petty differences and alienations. 

It seldom happened that the aggressor in an excom- 
munication procedure enjoyed the undivided support 
of neighboring Dioceses. As in the case of nearly all 
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disputes about little matters, there were two sides to the 
question. Often the Bishops far and near were pretty 
evenly divided. This was frequently so when the 
Bishop of Eome was the excoramunicator. In fact, 
there is more than one instance on record in which he 
was so clearly in the wrong as to be obliged, under the 
pressure of public sentiment, to annul his bull or at 
least to allow it to become inoperative. This conclu- 
sively shows that excommunication by the Bishop of 
Rome did not, in the early days of Christianity, sepa- 
rate from the Church ; and if it did not do so then, there 
is no reason for believing that it did in the sixteenth 
century or that it does now. It must be remembered 
too, in this connection, that the argument by which 
Romanists would unchurch Anglicans proves too much. 
We have seen that the power of loosing and binding 
was given to all the Apostles and their successors, not 
to St. Peter and his alone, and that in the primitive 
Church it was exercised by all Bishops. If, therefore, 
our Orders are to be regarded as invalidated by the fact 
that the Pope has separated himself from communion 
with us, their own must be similarly affected by the re- 
fusal of the great Greek Church to commune with Rome. 
Not only were our Orders thus canonically protected 
from any invalidating effect of the Pope's excommuni- 
cation, but, at the time when his final bull was promul- 
gated, it happened, either by chance or, as is more prob- 
able, by a Providential election, that there was not one 
of all the English Bishops who owed either his appoint- 
ment or his Consecration to the Pope of Rome. None 
had promised obedience to him, nor derived even a 
show of authority from him. "They had all been or- 
dained under Edward VI., before Mary's reign, or under 
Elizabeth, after Mary's reign was over." It is a sheer 
absurdity to pretend that the Bishop of Rome could 
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abrogate what was in no way derived from him. If it 
were not for the Ephesian Canon, it might be conceiv- 
able that Rome could withdraw, by canonical deposition, 
the Apostolic strand which we have through the Italian 
succession, but, even then, our Bishops could trace their 
spiritual descent through two and probably three re- 
maining continuous Apostolic a,ncestral lines, namely, 
the Enghsh, the Irish, and the Saxon. No allegation of 
loss of continuity has ever been, with any show of reason, 
urged against the last two of these. And unless Arch- 
bishop Theodore disregarded the precautionary Canon 
which requires that every Bishop shall have at least 
three Consecrators, the third has been continued also 
through Chad, who was elevated to the Bishopric of 
Lichfield in A. d. 644. 

But if our Orders were wholly derived through the 
Roman succession, it would not follow that we must be 
in subjection to the Pope in order to retain a valid 
Apostolic ministry. For as has been well said: "The 
Consecration of a Bishop or Archbishop by the Pope, 
does not invest him with a,uthority or jurisdiction over 
the said Bishop or Archbishop, or over their Diocese or 
Province. Otherwise Virgilius, Bishop of Aries, in 
France, by consecrating Augustine, would have acquired 
jurisdiction over him, and over Canterbury likewise; 
and also Godwin of Lyons by consecrating Brightwald, 
Theodore's successor, would have done the same. Several 
Priests in Roman Orders are, it is stated, at this mo- 
ment incumbents in the English Church, having con- 
formed thereto. Supposing this to be the fact, that 
would not make their parishes Roman parishes; and, in 
like manner, a number of Bishops, with an Archbishop 
at the head of them, would not, because they had re- 
ceived their Consecration from Roman Bishops, turn 
their Dioceses or Provinces into Roman ones," To argue 
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otherwise would prove too much for Romanists. Many 
of the Popes were translated to Rome from the French 
and other National Churches — one from England. Are 
we, therefore, to conclude that the foreign Church which 
happens to have a son in the reputed chair of St. I'eter 
is, for the time being, entitled to rule over the Roman 
Church? If so the " Holj See" must always be subject 
to some jurisdiction- other than that of its occupant, 
for the Pope never consecrates or appoints his successor. 

However, the Roman strand has never been drawn 
from the Anglican succession by any Papal deposition 
of our Bishops. Though the Pope withdrew from their 
Communion, neither he nor anybody else ever deposed 
them. Certainly, without canonical deposition and deg- 
redation there can be no such thing as nullification of 
Holy Orders. The learned Roman Catholic, Courayer, 
in his unanswerable work in defense of English Ordina- 
tions, points out that "When the Donatists made a 
schism, the succession of the Episcopate was acknowl- 
edged in them. Yet they were guilty of the same in- 
trusion with which the English are reproached. They 
had erected Altar against Altar ; they had put them- 
selves in the place of the Catholic Bishops ; their title 
was altogether faulty, and they were equally excom- 
municated and irregular. Nevertheless, the Catholic 
Bishops acknowledged in them the validity of the 
Priesthood, and, far from disputing their succession,- 
offered to yield them their place, provided they would, 
by their reunion, terminate the schism. We cannot re- 
fuse the English a succession of the same nature, sup- 
posing once the validity of their Ordination, which the 
authors of the objection are willing to admit." 

Then, when Romanists insist upon the necessity of 
submission to the " Holy See," we can quote the words 
of a Pope to one of our Archbishops of Canterbury: "By 
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the authority," said he, "of the blessed Peter, Prince 
of the Apostles, to whom power was given by our 
Lord to bind and to loose in heaven and on earth, 
we, however unworthy, holding the place of that same 
blessed Peter, who bears the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, grant to you, Theodore, and your successors, 
all that from old time was allowed, forever to remain 
unimpaired in that your Metropolitan See in the city 
of Canterbury." This grant was made more than a 
thousand years ago. Dr. John Henry Hopkins' witty 
remarks upon it are to the point: "Our modern con- 
troversialists on behalf of the Pope would fain make 
us believe that this, the Pope's promise and gift ' for- 
ever to remain unimpaired,' is now utterly null and 
void. But we think better of ' His Holiness ' than that ! 
It was hardly worth while, indeed, to lug in St. Peter as 
having anything to do with conveying to Theodore 
' all ' that the Archbishops of Canterbury had already 
been enjoying from 'old time.' It sounded generous, 
and was certainly quite safe, however, to give to the 
Archbishop what belonged to his See anyhow. It was a 
way the Popes had. But if there was anything at all 
in the gift prospectively, we would only call attention to 
the fact, that, as the Pope gave the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury all these things, in the name of Blessed Peter, and 
to the Archbishop's 'successors,' ' forever to remain un- 
impaired,' of course, if there is any truth or reality in a 
gift from a Pope, the Archbishop of Canterbury must 
retain them all to this day. To deny it, and maintain 
that they are all gone, is to be guilty of flat blasphemy 
against the Pope! " 



Eomanists also try to discredit the mission of the 
Clergy of our Mother Church of England, by disparag- 



AiiGtICAtf OEDEES. l25 

ing her connection with the state, and the part taken 
by the crown and civil authorities in the filling of va- 
cant Bishoprics and benefices. They never tire of repre- 
senting that Henr^ VIll., after breaking with Clement 
VII., styled himself Supreme Head of the Church, and 
usurped the Ecclesiastical government which, up to 
that time, by Divine appointment, had devolved upon 
the Pope. This notion is entirely erroneous. "We 
must not be misled," says Canon Dixon, "by the 
term 'supremacy,' which first began to be applied to 
the Papal power in England after that power had 
been taken away. It was not applied to the Papal 
power so long as the Papal power existed, while, on 
the other hand, it was always applied to the kingly 
power, and properly expressed the nature of the same. 
The sovereign was at all times the head of the realm, 
both of the spirituality and the temporality, whether 
or not he had borne a title to express his spiritual su- 
premacy. In the laws of Edward the Confessor, 1004- 
66 A. D., he was termed the Vicar of Christ, a title which 
seems as expressive as that which was taken by Henry 
VIII." But in speakingof the king'stitle, candor should 
induce Romanists not to stop short of the important 
qualifying clause, " as far as is permitted by the law of 
Christ.^' Perhaps it would be a little too much to ex- 
pect them to add Henry's ofiicial explanation, in which 
he disclaimed any intention of usurping the Spiritual 
government of the Church. "It were absurd," he says, 
"for us to be called Head of the Church, representing 
the mystical Body of Christ." He restored the spiritual 
headship to the Bishops, convocations and Ecclesias- 
tical courts, to which it canonically and constitution- 
ally belonged. There is one more fact bearing upon 
this subject to which Romanists of course never refer. 
The title which is such a stumbUng-block to them was 
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dropped by Queen Mary, since whose time it has not 
been assumed by any English sovereign. 

Those who have not read both sides might suppose, 
from the representations of Dltramontanists, that the 
Bishops of England and her colonies derive their mis- 
sion from the King or Queen. In reahty jurisdiction is 
given at Ordination. The crown, as represented by the 
Prime Minister, for the purpose of safeguarding the in- 
terests of the state, of which the Church is such a pow- 
erful factor, simply reserves the right of nomination. 
The Bishop elect is then consecrated by, order of the 
Archbishop of the Province. Thus the English Bishops, 
like those of any other branch of the Church Catholic, 
owe their Mission to Ecclesiastical Consecration, or, in 
case of Missionary Jurisdictions, to appointment, by the 
Metropolitan. "In sum," says Bishop Bramhall, "we 
hold our benefices from the King, but our offices from 
Christ; the King doth nominate us, but Bishops do 
ordain us." 

The objection to the mission of the Anglican Episco- 
pate and ministry upon the ground of Erastianism 
will not stand, therefore, even so far as England is con- 
cerned, and, as for the American Episcopal Church, it 
has ho foundation whatever. But even if it were well 
taken, Romanists could not safely make much of it, as 
we would not be slow in pointing out that the Popes 
were for several- centuries created by the Emperors. 
Much of their jurisdiction was derived from the same 
source. For example, whatever authority they exer- 
cised in France was due to a statute of the Emperor 
Valentinian III., which runs as follows : "' We decree, by 
a perpetual sanction, that nothing shall be a.ttempted 
against ancient custom by the Bishops of Gaul, or other 
Provinces, without the authority of the venerable Pope 
of the Eternal City ; but whatever the authority of the 
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Apostolic Chair ordains, shall be law to them ; so that 
if any Bishop when summoned shall omit to come to 
the court of the Roman Bishop, he shall be compelled 
to come by the governor of the province." "Thus," 
observes Professor Hussey, "the Pope's supremacy was 
now established, not by the law of Christ, nor by a 
canon of the Church over the Church, but by the 
Roman law over the dominions of the Roman em- 
peror of the West." 



Roman Catholic controversialists have tried to dis- 
credit the English Succession by alHrming that the reg- 
ister at Lambeth Palace, recording the Consecration of 
Archbishop Parker, was a forgery, and that all which 
really took place was a mock Consecration at the Nag's 
Head tavern in London. It was said that Kitchin and 
Scory, with Parker and other Bishops elect, met there, 
that Kitchin, on account of a prohibition by Bonner, re- 
fused to consecrate them, that Scory, therefore, order- 
ing them to kneel down, placed the Bible on the head 
of each and told them to rise up Bishops. But this rep- 
resentation was at once thoroughly exploded by 
Anglican writers, and has long been repudiated by all 
respectable Roman authors. One of these, Lingard, 
says: "Of this tale, concerning which so much has been 
written, I can find no trace in any author or document 
of the reign of Elizabeth. I should not hesitate to pro- 
nounce in favor of the Consecration, even if all direct 
and positive evidence respecting it had perished. But 
there exists such evidence in abundance." And an 
erudite Roman Catholic layman writes: "I am unable 
to understand those who maintain that the Protestant 
Bishops went through a mock consecration at a tavern 
in Cheapside. If there is one historical fact for which 
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the existing evidence should render it undisputed, it is 
the fact of the Consecration of Dr. Parker at Lambeth, 
on December 17, 1559." 

It is further urged that Barlow,the chief Consecrator 
of Parker, was not a Bishop. To this we reply that, 
whether he was or not, Dr. Parker was validly conse- 
crated, because two other Bishops, whose Ordination is 
unquestioaed, laid hands upon him and repeated the 
words of Consecration. But there is no reason, except 
the fact that the records have been lost, for the asser- 
tion that Dr. Barlow had not been duly invested with 
the Episcopal character. If Romanists foolishly insist 
that this not unusual circumstance must be regarded 
as conclusive, we will meet them on their own ground 
by insisting that all the Popes whose records of Conse- 
cration are not extant, and there are many such, were 
merely laymen. Ordination papers and records are by 
no means the only sufficient evidence of canonical 
ministerial office. In the case of Dr. Barlow there is 
enough besides to convince Dr. Lingard, one of the 
greatest of Roman Catholic historians, and many other 
scholars of the first rank, that he was regularly 
consecrated. "When," says Lingard, "we find Barlow 
during ten years, the remainder of Henry's reign, con- 
stantly associated, as a brother, with the other con- 
secrated Bishops, discharging with them all the duties, 
both spiritual and secular, of a consecrated Bishop, 
summoned equally with them to Parliament and con- 
vocation, taking his seat among them, according to 
seniority, and voting on all subjects as one of them, it 
seems most unreasonable to sup])ose, without direct 
proof, that he had never received that sacred rite, 
without which, according to the laws of both Church 
and state, he could not have become a member of the 
Episcopal body." 
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Finally, it is objected that the Ordinal of the first 
Prayer Book of Edward VI., used at the Consecration of 
Archbishop Parker and others who continued the 
Anglican Succession, was defective in that the word 
Bishop does not occur in the formula appointed to be 
said at the laying on of hands, and that there is noth- 
ing said in any part of the Service to make the inten- 
tion of consecrating to the Episcopate sufliciently clear. 
The answer to which is that the only Sacraments tied 
to express forms of words and particular matter, by 
our Lord's appointment, are Baptism and the Euchar- 
ist. Courayer says that " according to a principle now 
almost universally received in the schools, and gen- 
erally by all learned divines, imposition of hands 
and prayer are the only essentials of Ordination, and 
the Ritual of Edward has preserved both. Therefore, 
the Bishops ordained by this new Ritual are truly 
Bishops, and this new Ordination would suffice alone to 
assure the succession of the Episcopate." The omission 
of the word Bishop in the formula repeated at the lay- 
ing on of hands does not make the purpose of the 
Ordination indefinite, when all "the circumstances make 
the intention unmistakable. The following rubrical 
direction, which occurs in the Service used at Dr. Park- 
er's Consecration, puts the intention of those who took 
part beyond dispute: "After the Gospel and Credo 
ended, first the elected Bishop shall be presented by two 
Bishops unto the Archbishop of that Province, or to 
some other Bishop appointed by his commission; the 
Bishops that present him saying: Most Reverend 
Father in God, we present unto you this godly and 
well-learned man, to be consecrated Bishop." Further 
on we find this rubric: "Then the Archbishop and 
Bishops present shall lay their hands upon the head 
of the elected Bishop, the Archbishop saying: Take the 

C. A .—9 
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Holy Ghost, and remember that thou stir up the grace 
of God which is in thee by imposition of hands ; for 
God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, 
andiove, and of soberness." 

It should be observed in this connection that the 
Edwardian Ordinal was strictly in accord with the 
usage which universally prevailed until the twelfth cen- 
tury, and still prevails in the Greek Communion. If, 
therefore. Archbishop Parker's Consecration is invali- 
dated on account of the form of words used, there was 
no valid Ordination of a Bishop until after twelve hun- 
dred years, when the Latins added certain novelties of 
ceremony to the ancient usage. But as the Orders of 
the Greeks are acknowledged, notwithstanding their 
persistent adherence to the old form, it is difficult to 
see how those of the English can be objected to on this 
ground. The difficulty is increased by the fact that 
Pope Pius IV., by his envoy, offered, in the reign, of 
Elizabeth, to confirm the whole English Prayer Book, 
of course including the Ordinal, provided the Church of 
England would be reconciled to the Pope, and acknowl- 
edge his supremacy. The Eoman Catholic, Father 
Courayer, calls attention to the report of Lord Camden 
to this effect, and also to Sir Edward Coke's independ- 
ent and solemn statement of the same. 

An interesting letter upon this subject, from Dr. W. 
D. Wilson, has recently appeared in the New York 
"Churchman," under the heading, "The Pope and the 
English Liturgy: A New Confirmation of the Story." It 
is substantially as follows: In 1568-70, the Pope 
offered to accept the English Liturgy, and allow it to 
be used in England, if only Elizabeth would acknowl- 
edge that she had received it from him, and used it with 
his consent and in subordination to his authority. This 
story is commonly repeated as resting on the authority 
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of Lord Coke, who is reported to have said that he had 
seen the letter. But Coke does not say, in his charge 
at Norwich, that he had seen it. What he does say 
is: "I have oftentimes heard it avowed by the late 
Queen, in her own wordes, and I conferred with some 
lordes that were of greatest reckoning, who had seen 
and read the letter." Of .course, therefore, there was 
such a letter written. But, within a short time past, it 
has been found that in the " Calendar of State Papers," 
there is a dispatch from Lord Walsingham. who was 
then in France, to Lord Burleigh, dated June 21, 1571, 
in which it appears that there were some negotiations 
going on in regard to a marriage between the Queen, 
Elizabeth, and tl^e Duke of Anjou, in which Walsing- 
ham says that an "offer was made by the Cardinal of 
Lorraine, that the Pope would have allowed and con- 
firmed as Catholic the English Liturgy and other 
ofBces, so the Queen, my mistress, would have ac- 
knowledged the same as received from him." This was 
written while the negotiations for the marriage were 
pending. But after they had failed, and Elizabeth had 
refused to accept the Pope's offer, he issued his famous 
bull of excommunication. But this statement of Wal- 
singham proves that such an offer was made, and this 
confirms the statement made by Lord Coke some 
thirty-five years afterwards. Now, although this 
statement of Walsingham does not prove that such a 
letter was sent, as Coke's statements do, it proves that 
such an oifer was made, and throws an important light 
on the motives and reasons for it. 

The Pope's conduct at the restoration of his usurped 
authority in Mary's reign, besides tending to con- 
firm the representation of these noblemen, who were 
in a position to know whereof they spoke, shows the 
hoUowness of the objection under consideration. He 



132 OUR CONTROVERSY WITH ROMANISTS. 

authorized his representatives to absolve, reconcile and 
establish in their benefices the Edwardian Clergy, all of 
which was done to his satisfaction, without so much as 
the reordination of a single Bishop, Priest or Deacon. 
For example. Bishop Bonner, who was high in favor at 
Rome, on the 14th of July, 1554, restored his beloved 
colleague Scory; the sole ground alleged for the need 
of such restoration to his Episcopal office being his 
marriage; and there is no question that Scory was con- 
secrated on the 10th of August, 1551, with the Revised 
Ordinal. 



It looks very much as if the present attitude of 
Rome towards the Anglican ministry were due to sheer 
perverseness. It cannot, owing to the rapid increase of 
knowledge about such matters, be maintained much 
longer without making her ridiculous in the eyes of all 
intelligent people. Perhaps the realization of this ac- 
counts for the change of front which the Pope and his 
advisers have recently presented iu their official or- 
gan, Moniteur de Rome. Some months ago an edi- 
torial in this journal spoke very highly of certain pub- 
lications of two distinguished French Catholics, M. Dal- 
bus and Abbfe Duchesne, which virtually surrender the 
field to Anglicans. M. Dalbus is understood to be the 
pen name of a French Priest, the Abbfe Portal. His 
lately published work on "Anglican Orders" was 
honored with a commendatory letter of the learned 
Cardinal Bourret, and a favorable criticism by Abbfe 
Duchesue, the most celebrated liturgiologist of the Ro- 
man Communion. I will, in part, quote Abbfe Duchesne's 
criticism of M. Dalbus, as condensed in the "The Lit- 
erary Digest," because comparatively few words will 
thus suffice to show what both have to say. 
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Abbe Duchesne says: "M. Dal bus begins by estab- 
lishing the claim that Bishops Parker and Barlow, from 
whom the whole of the Anglican Clergy derives its Ordi- 
nations, were really ordained ; or, at least, that there is 
no ground for contesting their Ordination. On the 
other hand, the Kitual of the Anglican Church is sub- 
stantially similar to the Ritual of the Greek Church, and 
even to that of the Latin Churches down to the twelfth 
century. Conclusion: The ministers of the Anglican 
Church are just as rightly ordained as Gregory of 
Tours, Hincmar, of Rheims, and other Latin Clergy of 
ancient times. But M. Dalbus refrains from drawing 
this conclusion, for there are difficulties in the way. (1) 
In respect to the intention of the Consecrators at cer- 
tain points of the historical succession. (2) With regard 
to the validity of the present Anglican Ritual, the 
Roman Church having added to its own Ritual certain 
appendages which are neglected in the Church of Eng- 
land." 

"To the first difl^culty " Abb6 Duchesne replies, "in- 
tention must be presumed till the contrary is proved. 
Baptism may be validly conferred by a person who 
knows only that it is a sacred rite by which one be- 
comes Christian. In the same way, the Anglican Ordi- 
nations have always been performed by persons who 
wished to make Bishops or Priests, and so on. We 
ought not to ask more." 

"The objection," continues Abbe Duchesne, "drawn 
from the modifications in the Rituals is no more admis- 
sible than the other. The objection concerns only the 
Ordination of Priests. The schoolmen laid down the 
rule that, for this form of Orders, the essential part of 
the Rite consists in the delivery of the sacred vessels, 
and in the words which the Bishop pronounces in giv- 
ing them. At present, this system is abandoned ; it i^ 
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too clear that, to maintain it, all the Greek and Orien- 
tal Ordinations, and even those of the Latin Church 
before the eleventh or twelfth century, would have to be 
considered null. I know this difficulty is avoided by 
saying that the Church has power over the essential 
rites of the Sacraments, and that she has made use of 
this power by modifying the matter and form of Ordi- 
nation. But, in matters of such grave import, we must 
rest our case, not upon the inferences of theologians, 
but upon the official decisions of the Church. Now, 
where is the official, public, explicit act by which the 
Church has accorded herself the right spoken of, or 
the official, public, exjjlicit act by which she has de- 
clared that she has used this right with regard to the 
essential rites of Ordination ? 

"The conclusion from all this is that Anglican 
Orders may be considered valid. 1 know that at Eome 
the contrary opinion, though not theoretically im- 
posed, is translated into practice, and that converted 
ministers are reordained before being allowed to con- 
tinue their functions in the Catholic Church. But then 
the Roman Church has the right and duty of paying 
regard to the scruples of its faithful children. Noth- 
ing prevents us from believing that, in the course of 
time, Ecclesiastical authority will come round to a modi- 
fication of its attitude." 

M. Duchesne's only excuse for the reordination to 
which Anglican clergymen have been obliged to submit 
on entering the Roman obedience is thus commented 
upon by the able editor of "The Church Standard:" 
"M. Duchesne excuses that outrage on Catholic law on 
the specious but untenable ground that it was the duty 
of the Roman Church ' to take into account the scruples 
of the faithful.' He ought rather to have said that it 
was the duty of the Roman Church to set those scruples 
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at rest, and if one-tenth of the powers now claimed for 
the Roman Pontiff should be conceded, there would still 
remain ample authority for that purpose. No ; the sac- 
rilege thus committed by the Roman Church cannot be 
justified. Their purpose and intention have l)een to dis- 
credit the Orders of a Church whose only real offense is 
its fidelity to Catholic faith and Catholic order. Why it 
is that this ignoble pretense begins to be discredited at 
Rome we do not know and cannot imagine. But it is 
satisfactory to see that the 'Nag's Head Fable,' like 
other lies, has had its day, and that its day is ended, 
even at Rome." 

There is a remarkable passage in Bishop Whitting- 
ham's autobiography which gives some ground for the 
hope that Rome's regard for the " scruples of the faith- 
ful" goes no further than to require hypothetical Or- 
dination. Dr. Whittingham, who was, perhaps, the 
most learned Prelate that the American Church has 
produced, says: "If human testimony be worth any- 
thing, he, whose loss to the Church of England is still 
lamented, was ordained hypothetically, or, more prop- 
erly speaking, was permitted to consider himself to be 
conditionally ordained in the Roman Church. One who 
is now a Roman Catholic Priest, when on the point of 
his submission, consulted Dr. Newman, and this is an 
account of the interview, written half an hour afj;er: 
'I continued my questions. Does the Roman Church 
dogmatically and unanimously teach the total invalid- 
ity of Anglican Orders? Not at all. We merely feel 
Anglican Orders to be unsafe; and they are hypothetic- 
ally repeated only. When I became a Catholic, I had 
difficulty as to reordinatioin, and I consulted Cardinal 
Wiseman. He assured me that the general opinion 
among Catholics was that, in the case of Anglicans, 
Orders are hypothetically repeated ; and when I aske4 
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why the hypotheticalness was not stated in the Ordina- 
tion itself, he said : For the reason that there was no 
place in the Service where it could be stated. In Bap- 
tism the formula is all that is essential, and the 
hypothesis can precede that formula. But it is still a 
matter of dispute what is the essential part of Ordina- 
tion, and, that being the case, there is no place in the 
Ordination Service where the hypothesis could, with cer- 
tainty, be placed.' " 

There is, then, not the slightest ground for doubt 
that the Apostolic Succession has been duly trans- 
mitted through Archbishop Parker and the Eliza- 
bethan Bishops. The whole Council of Trent, which the 
Popes regard as Ecumenical, thus giving it their high- 
est sanction, took this view. On November 30, 1562, in 
the discussion on the necessity of Papal confirmation 
to render valid the status of Bishops, an Irish Bishop^ 
Bishop O'Harte, of Anchonry — said that to rule against 
this necessity would be very dangerous, because in Eng- 
land the sovereign appointed the Bishops, who were 
consecrated by three Bishops, and gave themselves out 
as true Bishops. "' But we deny it, because they are not 
approved by the Roman Pontiff, and we say so rightly, 
and it is with this one reason, and no other, that we argue 
against them, for they prove that they have been called, 
elected, consecrated, and given mission." The whole of 
the Council took this view, and thereby declared the 
validity of the succession, and the continuity of the 
Anglican Church, as the old historic Church of the 
nation. 

But even if the transmission of valid orders through 
Archbishop Parker were not, in so far as matters of 
history are capable of mathematical certainty, a de- 
monstrable fact, we have Archbishop Laud to fall 
back upon. That he received Episcopal Consecration 
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by those whose Orders were valid, has not been and 
never will be questioned. Through him, quite inde- 
pendently of Archbishop Parker, we have the English, 
the Irish and the Italian succession and probably also 
that of the Saxon. This is clearly shown from the 
record of Laud's Consecration as Bishop of St. David's, 
which took place in the reign of King Charles I. He 
had six Consecrators, of whom Montaigne, Bishop of 
London, and Felton, Bishop of Eli, had been conse- 
crated on the 14th of December, 1617, by George 
Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury, assisted by Mark 
Antonio de Dominis, an ex-Roman Catholic Archbishop. 
Laud therefore received, through Montaigne and Fel- 
ton, both the English and Italian successions. He had 
also the Irish through three other of his Consecrators, 
John Thorn borough. Bishop of Worcester, translated 
from Limerick; John Howson, Bishop of Oxford, who 
had the Irish succession through the Archbishop of 
Armagh ; Theophilus Field, Bishop of Llandaff, one of 
whose Consecrators was the Bishop of Derry. Nine 
Bishops survived the rebellion, eight of whom — Juxon, 
Duppa, "Wren, Skinner, King, Warner, Roberts, and 
Frewen — had the succession from Laud ; and from these 
all the Bishops of the Anglican Communion derive their 
Orders. They, therefore, have their spiritual descent 
from Laud, and derive through him, independently of 
Archbishop Parker, the three successions, English, 
Irish and Italian. 

An able writer calls attention to the interesting fact 
that Rom an controversialists never attack the validity of 
the Orders of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Ireland. 
"In fact, there can be no question about them, as they 
are derived from Connor's Consecration of Archbishop 
Curwin in Queen Mary's reign. This has a vital bearing 
upon the question of English Orders since Irish Bishops 
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of this succession took part in the Consecration of Arch- 
bishop Laud. Thus, even if it could be for a moment 
admitted that there was any doubt of the vaKdity of 
Parker's Consecration, it would have to be allowed that 
the defect was at least in a measure rectified. A Roman 
Catholic Archbishop, who ha,d connected himself with 
the Anglican Church and received an appointment to 
an English benefice, also took part in Laud's Consecra- 
tion. These are facts which ought to be borne in mind 
in connection with this famous controversy. Abso- 
lutely certain as the Consecration of Archbishop Parker 
is, English Orders do not stand or fall even with 
that." 



Abbes Portal and Duchesne are by no means the first 
Roman Catholics to acknowledge the validity of Angli- 
can Orders. The Popes, themselves, have been before 
them in this. Pope Julius IIL addressed a brief to Car- 
dinal Pole in the year 1554, desiring him to absolve 
and reconcile Bishops and Priests made in Edward VI. 's 
time, but not directing him to reordain them. 

"We know," writes Mr. Crockett, "that Pope Pius 
IV. invited the English Prelates, as Bishops to join in 
the deliberations of the Council of Trent. In this year, 
1561, he sent a Nuncio to Queen Elizabeth, as we learn 
from Rapin deThoyras' ' History of England,' to notify 
her that the Council which had been interrupted, would 
be continued in the same place, and to desire her to 
send thither some English Bishops. No Bishops were 
sent from England, and the Council expressed amaze- 
ment that the English Bishops did not even send a 
letter 'to excuse their absence' when 'summoned by 
the Vicegerent of Christ, for the settlement of religion.' 
Bishop Jewel sent a reply to Seignior Scipio." 
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Urban VIII., a. d. 1623^4, twice oflfered a Cardinal's 
hat to the Anglican Primate, Archbishop Laud, with- 
out questioning his Orders, and Innocent XII., a. d. 
1691-1700, decided that the Anglican succession had 
been maintained. 

The validity of our Orders never has been officially 
denied by any Pope or Eomau Council. On the con- 
trary, the Ultramontane Council of Trent was asked by 
Pius IV. to declare the Ehzabethan Bishops unlawful, 
and it expressly refused to do so, to the Pope's great 
displeasure. Nevertheless, he was obliged to approve of 
the acts of the Council. 

The Popes did not question our Orders for many 
years after we had cast off every semblance of allegiance 
to them. Once and again they signified a willingness to 
restore us to communion without re-Baptism, Confirma- 
tion or Ordination, providing only that we should re- 
turn to the partial subjugation of the Dark Ages. And 
even at this late date there is not the least doubt in the 
minds of the well instructed that "His Holiness" would 
repeat the overtures, looking to a wholesale restoration 
made by his predecessors, if there were the slightest 
chance of their acceptance. 

Of course, the reader will understand that Anglicans 
have heard too much about Popes who have denounced 
theCopernican system, and others who made themselves 
no less ridiculous bj^ setting their face against the facts 
of science and history, to think that the recognition or 
nonrecognition of our Orders by them at all affects 
their validity. We should prefer to have the Pope 
regard our ministry as canonically regular, but, as some 
one has said : " We are quite content to wait another 
300 years, if need be, and trust that by that time a 
Pope will have arisen who will take the one step needful 
for reunion, by descending from the pedestal of arro- 
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gance on which the forged Decretals placed the Papacy." 
Meantime, if any Pope should be unwise enough to 
depart so far from his predecessors as dogmatically to 
deny that we have maintained the canonical succession, 
we submit that, in view, of the above mentioned ac- 
knowledgments, his decree will tell more against the 
doctrine of infallibility than against Anglican Ordina- 
tions. As matters now stand, Romanipts, logically, 
either must admit that the Anglican Communion has 
true Bishops, Priests and Deacons, or deny Papal 
inerrancy. 

But, at this late date, there seems to be little danger 
that the Papacy will ever commit the blunder of pro- 
nouncing against our Orders. It is an open secret that 
the English Jesuits, headed by Cardinal Vaughan, re- 
cently made every effort to induce Leo XIII. to declare 
them invalid. But, instead of complying with this pro- 
posal, the Pontiff, if current reports are true, assured 
the distinguished President of "The English Church 
Union," Viscount Halifax, that neither he nor his succes- 
sors would ever pronounce authoritatively against their 
validity'. All this has grown out of Abb& Duchesne's 
appointment by the Pope to investigate the subject of 
English Orders, and the report of which we have spoken 
above. Instead of condemning the Abbfe's views, as he 
was pressed to do, Leo has taken pains to assure him 
of his personal regards by promotiug him to a high 
office in Rome. 

But the admissions and declarations of many of the 
greatest scholars of the Roman Communion will carry 
even more weigh h with Protestants than the conces- 
sions of the " infallible " Popes, who, in some cases, were 
much their inferiors in learning and candor. The Rev. 
M. R. Butler, in his "Rome's Tribute to Anglican Or- 
ders," has compiled many pages of extracts from the 
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writings of more than thirty of the most eminent Eo- 
man Catholic authors, who admit the validity of our 
ministry, and iu some cases even contend for it. Among 
those who do this are such celebrated names as Dr. 
Nicholas Sanders, Cardinal Archbishop of Odescalchi, 
Monseigneur De Dominis, Archbishop of Spalatro and 
Primate of Dalmatia and Croatia; Monseigneur Jacques 
Bfenigne Bossuet, the renowned Bishop of Meaux ; Mon- 
seigneur Harlay, Archbishop of Paris ; St. Alfonso M. 
Liguori, Bishop of Agatha, and founder of the congrega- 
tion of the Most Holy Eedeemer, and the celebrated Gal- 
lican divine, LeCourayer, who wrote a dissertation in de- 
fense of Anglican Orders — and afterwards a defense of his 
dissertation — containing, perhaps, the most thorough 
refutation- of Roman attacks which has ever been made. 
In the verdicts rendered in the case of Dr. Stephen 
Gough, we have the deliberate and semi-offlcial pro- 
nouncement of the Sorbonne Faculty, upon two occa- 
sions, in favor of Anglican Orders. Dr. Gough, before 
entering the Church of Rome, had been one of the Chap- 
lains of Charles I. His ministrations as a Roman 
Priest were in the Diocese of Paris. He insisted that 
the Ordination which he had received at the hands of 
an English Bishop was valid, and the Archbishop of 
Paris holding the same view gave him a cure without 
reordination. The most learned Faculty of the cele- 
brated Theologica,! Seminary of the Sorbonne was, 
however, charged with the thorough investigation of the 
whole subject of Anglican Orders. After spending sev- 
eral months in research and conference they pronounced 
them unquestionably valid. But after a time the mis- 
givings of some influential Ultramontanists induced the 
Archbishop to recommit the case to a choice number of 
the great Sorbonne Doctors. These, after sifting again 
all the evidence, confirmed the verdict of the preceding 



142 OUE CONTEOVBESY WITH E0MAN1ST8. 

committee, and framed a report which had the effect 
of silencing all opposition to Dr. Gough. This testi- 
mony to the, validity of English Orders is exceptionally 
valuable, because it comes from what, during several 
centuries, was "the most renowned and competent 
theological school in Latin Christendom." 

The "Life of Archbishop Tait" contains an account 
of a very important communication, received b^'^thelate 
Bishop of Lincoln, Dr. Wordsworth, from some of the 
Bishops who were attending the Vatican Council, in 
which it was signified that the opposition to the Dogma 
of Papal Infallibihty would be exceedingly grateful for 
the moral support of the Anglican Episcopate. Thus 
the validity of our Orders was acknowledged by the 
minority, which, so far as learning is concerned, was the 
flower of the Roman hierarchy. 

Instead of the usual long string of short quotations 
from learned, though comparative unknown, Roman 
Catholic authors, I will content myself with one of 
some length from Dr. Dollinger, who, with many, ranks 
as the first theologian and ecclesiastical historian that 
the century has produced : At the Reunion Conference 
held at Bonn in 1874, Dr. Dollinger, speaking of the 
Anglican Orders, said: "The solution of the question 
depends solely on an examination of historical evidence, 
and I must give it, as a. result of my investigations, that 
I have no manner of doubt as to the validity of the 
Episcopal succession in the English Church. The Ordi- 
nations of English Bishops since the Reformation were 
first assailed by a now exploded story (the Nag's Head 
Fable), and then by sundry objections, some of which 
rested on utterly unfounded suppositions, while others 
were quite as applicable, or more so, if any importance 
were to be attached to them, to the Ordinations of Ro- 
man Catholic Bishops and Priests. In this matter, all 
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turns upon the question whether Archbishop Parker 
and his Cousecratdr, Bishop Barlow, were Talidly con- 
secrated. The Consecration of the latter was first 
called in question eighty years after, in 1616; it is as 
fully proved as any historical fact of which no official 
record caa be produced. Parker's Consecration is tes- 
tified, not onh' by all his contemporaries, but by docu- 
ments so authentic that even Lingard throws no 
shadow of doubt upon them. Circumstances occurred 
in the Western Church, before the Eeformation, calcu- 
lated to raise far more serious doubts as to the un- 
broken succession and the validity of many Ordinations 
than anything which has been alleged against English 
Orders." 



Though Anglican Orders have not been officially pro- 
nounced upon by the Greek Church, there can be no 
doubt that, if occasion for formal action should ever 
arise, their validity would be recognized. Romanists 
try to make it appear to the contrary by representing 
that when the Greek Church receives one who is in An- 
glican Orders, he is reordained. They give no instance, 
and we do not remember to have seen the account of 
any. Even if their representation respecting the atti- 
tude of the Greeks toAvards our Orders be correct, it 
avails them nothing, for the Roman Clergy must also be 
reordained before they are allowed to minister at Greek 
Altars. But we are inclined to doubt the correctness of 
their representation. It is not long since we saw it 
stated that a "faddy" Anglican clergyman persuaded 
a Russian nobleman to try to arrange for his reordi- 
nation by the Metropolitan of St. Petersburg. But the 
theological professor there wrote to the Procurator: 
"Take care what you are about, for the Greek Church 
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has never disowned the Orders of the Church of Eng- 
land." The matter was looked into and the Anglican 
Priest returfied home without being reordained. The 
subject was then given as the thesis for the theological 
degree in the academy, and all the students came to the 
conclusion that our Orders were valid. The statement, 
that at the Bonn Conference the Greeks voted against 
the acceptance of our Orders, has been shown by Canon 
MacColl to be contrary to fact. "The chief Greek 
Churchman present was Archbishop Lycurgus, and he 
accepted their validity." 

Some years ago, the Patriarch of Jerusalem invited 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to send a Bishop to over- 
look the Anglican Church there. He has allowed our 
congregation the use of the Chapel of Abraham, in the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and has often invited 
our Clergy to go with him to sacred Functions, and 
has placed them in the Chancel among his Clergy. A 
short time ago, the Russian Bishop of California, at the 
invitation of the Bishop of Iowa, was present in his 
Cathedral, and sat vested in his Chancel. At the Conse- 
cration of the Bishop of Massachusetts, the Archbishop 
of Zante, who came to represent the Eastern Churches 
at the World's Fair Parliament of Religions, was pres- 
ent in the Chancel during the Function, and preached a- 
brief sermon. He was in attendance at the opening 
of the Diocesan Convention of New York, and received 
the Holy Communion at the hands of Bishop Potter. 
He also made an address at the Missionary Council in 
Chicago. 

Although the space to which I have limited myself 
will not admit of adding to or expanding the foregoing 
imperfect argument, it is hoped that enough has been 
said to leave no room for doubt that if a General Coun- 
cil could be assembled, and be asked to decide whether 
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or not Aiig;lican Orders are valid, the vote would be 
overwhelmingly in the affirmative. We should be mor- 
ally certain of the unanimous vote of every branch of 
Catholic Christendom, except the Roman, and there 
would be ma-n,\' a representative of that Communion, 
probably the majority, certainly the flower of them, 
who would cast their ballot for us. 

In conclusion let nne say, by way of a general answer 
to any quibbles which, for the want of space, have neces- 
sarily failed to receive attention here, that Romanists 
urge no objection against the Anglican Ministry and 
Communion, which will not be found, upon examination, 
to apply with more force against themselves than it 
does against us. We are quite ready to admit that our 
branch of the Catholic Church may have some more or 
less serious defects, for nothing with which imperfect 
men have anything to do, can be altogether faultless ; 
but however great our imperfections can be shown to 
be, we should much rather be held responsible for them 
than for those of the Roman Communion. 

The original plan of this lecture provided for the 
taking up of several other points of our controversy 
with Romanists, namely : Praying to the Virgin Mary 
and other Saints; prayers in an unknown tongue; com- 
pulsory auricular confession ; tran substantiation, pen- 
ance, purgatory, image worship, and clerical celibacy. 
However, I pass them over the less reluctantly, because, 
from the most cursory examination of the Prayer 
Book, which is accessible to all, the Denominational 
reader may see that none of these Roman corruptions 
can be fastened upon the Episcopal Church. Enough 
has been said to convince any candid person that the 
Anglican and Roman Communions differ fundamentally, 
and to show that we are none the less Catholic, because 
we are not under the dominion of the Pope. If, there- 

C. A.-IO 
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fore, anyone would discharge the duty incumbent upon 
all, of confessing Christ by identifloation with some 
branch of His Catholic and Apostolic Church, he can 
maike no mistake if he allow himself to be guided by 
the Greek and Anglican conception of the Church, for, 
unlike that of either Denomina.tionalism or Romanism, 
it is in accord with Holy Scripture, when interpreted in 
the light of the history of the earliest and purest Chris- 
tian ages. 



The Church for Americans. 
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Our Controversy with Denomina- 
tionalists. 

HAVING ^rovvn up in one of the many communities 
of Ohio in which the Episcopal Church is not 
represented, I well remember the astonishment 
produced in my mind by the first tractates concern- 
ing the Church which fell into my hands. They were 
Bishop Randall's "Why I Am a Churchman" and 
Bishop Thompson's "First Principles." The idea that 
some Churches are Divine Institutions, and others only 
human societies was to me altogether new and prepos- 
terous ; so, also, was the doctrine that the Gospel religion 
and salvation are inseparably connected with the his- 
toric Church of Christ. All I had previously heard or 
read led me to believe that Christianity was essentially 
doctrinal and spiritual, and only incidentally institu- 
tional. To me religion was a faith, an experience, a life 
with which the Church and the Sacraments had noth- 
ing to do, except in so far as they contributed to keep 
up enthusiasm and to prevent from backsliding. 
This is the view of nine-tenths of the people in the 
various Denominations. Hence they cannot under- 
stand the position of Churchmen, and think that all 
that we have to say about the Church and her three- 
fold ministry coming from the days of the Apostles ,_ is 
so much trifling. 

An editorial in a recent number of a widely circu- 
lated religious paper, speaking of the now famous essay 
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on "The Historic Episcopate," accuses its distinguished 
Presbyterian author, Professor Shields, of surrender- 
ing ''the entire Protestant position in the declaration 
that the institutions of Christianity, its ministry and 
Sacraments, are revealed in the Scriptures no less than 
its doctrines." " No Protestant," warmly coutendsthe 
gifted editor, "if he is Protestant on principle, and un- 
derstands his Protestant principles, will accept an His- 
toric Episcopate as essential to the Church of Christ; 
for he holds that the only thing essential to that Church 
is loyalty to Christ, who is the living and ever-present 
Head, and therefore needs no Vicar or series of Vicars; 
and he holds that the true bond of Church Unity is 
Spiritual and not Ecclesiastical." He then goes on to 
say in almost so many words that Christ did not, as 
Episcopalians would have non-Episcopalians believe, 
organize an Ecclesiastical society', founding it upon the 
twelve Apostles who had authority to appoint their 
successors, a society that he intended should be the 
depository of His special grace and the revelation of 
His truth. A forcible writer in another popular reli- 
gious paper says: " Denominationalists think that 
Christianity is not concerned with Primacies and Apos- 
tolic successions, that Christianity is a matter of the 
heart and loyalty to Jesus Christ and love to God and 
man ; and that all the machinery that goes with the 
Church is but a greater or lesser convenience or burden. 
They are satisfied with the Kingdom of God, which is 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

In order to secure further reading from those who 
thus flatly deny the premises upon which the chief ar- 
guments of the remainder of the book are based, it is 
necessary to turn aside at this point for the purpose of 
proving four propositions, namely: (1) Christ founded 
a visible organic society. (2) This society has been 
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perpetuated tLrough duly constituted successors of the 
Apostles. (3) This Apostolic Church is the appointed 
ark of Gospel salvation, and only by entering; it can a 
person place himself in assured covenant relationship 
with God. (4) This Church is also the sole depository 
of Sacramental grace. 



But, before entering upon the task of establishing 
these propositions, a preliminary remark is necessary in 
explanation of the fact that our arguments to a consid- 
erable extent, will be based upon inferences drawn from 
the Scriptures and Patristic writings rather than upon 
quotations that, in so many words, declare the truth for 
which we contend. This is because the Church had ex- 
isted for a number of years before the earliest of these 
prod uctions were penned . ' ' The Bible, ' ' says an auth or, 
quoted by the Bishop of Ohio, "was not put together 
till the Council of Carthage, a. d. 397. When the 
Nicene Creed was formulated. Scripture was never even 
appealed to. The three hundred and eighteen Bish- 
ops were asked singly concerning each article of the 
Apostles' Ci-eed, what its meaning was, according to 
the tradition handed down in his Church. Seventy 
years afterward it was found that every particular 
of the Doctrine was registered somewhere or another 
in the written Code, and thus it became an axiom 
that whatever claimed to be an article of belief, must 
also be tested and proved by the written word." 
So, also. Bishop Thompson: "The Church was al- 
ready organized, and at her appointed work within 
a year after the AsceTision. Men were admitted into 
her, and trained and taught within her, heard the 
Gospel, 'The whole counsel of God,' believed it. and 
lived and died by it, before the first line of the New 



152 OUK CONTROVERSY WITH 

Testament was penned. We cannot expect, therefore, 
to find in the New Testament a formally drawn up 
constitution of the Church. The book was not first 
written, and the Church organized according to apian 
laid down on paper beforehand ; but the Church was 
first organized, and then the book was written be- 
cause the Church needed it — required a written record 
of the Gospel she was teaching. The Church produced 
the New Testament, and. not the New Testament 
the Church." 

And when, at length, the writings of the Apostles and 
Fathers began to come forth, they were addressed to 
congregations or to individuals, who were already 
familiar with the organization instituted by Christ. 
It was, therefore, in no case the object of the author of 
these writings to announce the existence of ibhe Church, 
or to set forth and explain its constitution. The Gos- 
pel writers give fragmentary and supplementary ac- 
counts of our Lord's life and works for the purpose of 
persuading the reader to accept Christ as the promised 
Messiah, or of building up believers in faith and right- 
eousness. The Epistles are, for the most part, con- 
cerned with the correction of irregularities in life and 
doctrinal errors. Even the Acts of the Apostles; though 
professedly historical in character, throw only an in- 
direct light upon the questions which we are to discuss. 
What, in this respect, is true of the New Testament 
is equally true of the Fathers. They have nothing to 
say directly on the various points of controversy be- 
tween the Romanists or the Denominationalists and 
ourselves, for the simple reason that the Romanism 
and Denominationalism against which Catholic Chris- 
tians of both the Greek and Anglican Communions pro- 
test, had respectively no existence, for a thousand and 
fifteen hundred years. 
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As the Church antedates the Sacred and Patristic 
writings, and as they were addressed to those who had 
her constantly before their eyes, it is not to be expected 
that they will contain a systematic treatise concerning 
Ecclesiastical polity and other matters about which 
there was little, if any, dispute, until many centuries 
later. Under the circumstances we cannot reasonably 
expect to find much beyond incidental remarks and 
hints, which, taken in connection with the Christian in- 
stitution and faith that have come down to us from the 
earliest times, will enable us to determine, with more or 
less certainty, what were the original organization and 
doctrines. The messages of our Presidents do not con- 
tain a history of our origin as a nation, nor do they ex- 
plain our form of government. Nevertheless, if all our 
histories were to be lost, these documents, if preserved, 
would enable our descendants to determine whether or 
not they had departed from the constitution by which 
we have been governed since the time of Washington. 
If a thousand years hence it should be pretended by 
some that up to the year 1895 our form of government 
was an absolute monarchy, the assumption would be 
refuted by innumerable quotations from the Presiden- 
tial messages. The same would be true if, on the ofcher 
hand, any should maintain that, until our day, there 
were forty-nine independent nations in the United 
States. 

' Now what it ife desired that the reader shall clearly 
perceive is this — though the argument by which it 
would be shown that the America of the nineteenth cen- 
tury was one nation under a Democratic form of gov- 
ernment, would be chiefly inferential, it would not- 
withstanding be strong enough to convince the great 
majority of our descendants of, say, the thirtieth cen- 
tury. No doubt the monarchists on the one hand and 
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the multinationalists on the other, would quote iu their 
support many isolated passages from the messages, but 
the advocates of Democracy and unity would insist that 
such quotations must, be interpreted in harmony with 
the general drift of the utterances of the Presidents and 
with the fact that the government which had come 
down to them was unified and representative, and. that 
this inestimable inheritance still had the cordial sup- 
port, of nine out of every ten of all the millions of 
the citizens of the country. 

The arguments of Anglican and Greek Christians, so 
far as they are based upon the New Testament and 
Patristic writings, are confessedly, to a great extent, 
inferential. We infer that the extremes of Eomanism 
and Denominationalism are wrong, because in the 
literary remains of the Apostolic age and first centuries, 
there is no trace either of the Papacy or of non-Epis- 
copal sectarianism, while what light is indirectly 
thrown upon the subject reveals the truth of our con- 
ception of the Church. Nor does the doctrine concern- 
ing the Church for which we contend, stand alone in 
being largely supported by inferences drawn from the 
Bible rather than by clear positive statements. On the 
contrary some of the chief doctrines set forth in the 
Creeds and Confessions of Faith are inferred from, rather 
than expressly taught by, the Scriptures. This, for ex- 
ample, is true even of the fundamental doctrine of the 
Trinity. Indeed it would seem to be a' characteristic of 
God's revelation, whether through His works or in His 
Word, that only so much is made manifest as will en- 
able the earnest student to arrive at something hke 
satisfactory conclusions concerning the rest. Both the 
scientist and the theologian must ascend the ladder of 
inferences, the one to learn the mysteries of creation, 
and the other those of redemption. Of course the former 
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must make sure that the lower end of the ladder stands 
upon some well-ascertained law of nature, and the 
latter that it is planted upon the sure Word of God, for 
only so will the upper end lean securely against the 
truth. 

But we by no means rest our case wholly upon 
Biblical and Patristic inferences. We also appeal to 
history which we think bears testimony for us and 
against them. How far we are right in this has already 
appeared so far as Komanism is concerned. Unless we 
are greatly mistaken, it will be seen as we proceed that 
Denominationalism is equally unable to endure the 
historical test. 

I. 

CHRIST FOUNDED A VISIBLE CHURCH. 

NO attentive reader of the Holy Scriptures, whether 
Episcopalian or non-Episcopalian, denies that 
they are filled with prophecies of, and references 
to, something which is variously denominated "the 
Kingdom," "the Church," "the Body," and "the Bride 
of Christ." Moreover, there is no difference of opinion 
touching the fact that Christ would have all men to be 
His Disciples, and followers of His precepts and ex- 
ample; and that those who do His will are so united to 
Him, a,nd stand in such close relationship to each other 
that they constitute a separate and distinct family, in 
the world, but not of it. All ahke hold that there is a 
vast invisible society, composed of true believers and 
the pure in heart, the number of which no man, but 
God only, can tell. But though all who confess the 
name of Christ go together thus far in the interpreta- 
tion of the phrases just mentioned, the Denominational 
minority separate from the Catholic majority, when the 
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latter contend that the expressions have primary, if not 
sole, reference to a divinely constituted visible organi- 
zation, the constituency of which may be determined as 
certainly as that of the United States or of any civilized 
commonwealth. 

Now which of these views is right? Of all religious 
questions this is at the present time the one of the most 
world-wide and intense interest, for upon its answer de- 
pends more than upon anything else the reunion of 
English-speaking (<hristians. As the writer of one of 
the editorials quoted above says: "The consumma- 
tion of Church Unity must wait until Protestant, non- 
Episcopalian, Christians are convinced that Christ insti- 
tuted an Ecclesiastical society into which every follower 
of Christ should enter." The answer to the question. 
Did our Lord found such a society? like all the points of 
dispute between Denominationalists and Episcopalians, 
must, of course, be determined by a study of the Scrip- 
tures in the light of the Primitive Fathers and Eccle- 
siastical History. I say Scripture in the light of the 
Fathers and history, because, though the texts which 
can be quoted in support of the institutional concep- 
tion of Christianity, are as numerous and conclusive as 
those that might be cited in proof of almost any of the 
fundamental articles of the Christian Faith, yet if we 
confined ourselves to them and to dogmatizing about 
them, the argument would be comparatively weak and 
unsatisfactory, because large parts of the Sacred Record 
which more or less clearly favor our conclusion, would 
not be taken into the account. 



Starting then with the Scriptures as a basis, let us 
proceed to determine whether or not the mission of 
Christ, as non-Episcopalians claim, simply was the pro- 
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mulgation of a system of philosophy and doctrine, 
which, at the Ascension being left to itself, or to such 
voluntary associations as His Disciples might see fi't to 
form, should leaven and regenerate the human race; or 
whether, as is claimed by Episcopalians, He made pro- 
vision through a visible organic society for the pres- 
ervation and universal dissemination of theknowledge 
of His revelation, precepts, and example, and for the 
conveyance of His enabling grace to believers, who, 
through the instrumentality of the Sacraments, are by 
the Holy Ghost joined to Him in living union as the 
husbandman unites the graft to the tree or vine. 

That the society instituted by Christ was a visible 
organization rather than a school of philosophy, may 
be inferred from the prophecies of the Old Testament 
relating to the Messiah. According to them one of the 
chief reasons for His coming was to restore the throne 
of David and to establish an everlasting kingdom. 
Now the Davidic Kingdom was an organized visible in- 
stitution. Indeed, in the nature of things, there could 
be no such thing as an unorganized kingdom, or an or- 
ganized kingdom which would be invisible. There can 
be no question that the Messianic prophecies lend their 
support to the Episcopahan rather than to the non- 
Episcopalian conception of the Christian Society. The 
same is true of the names by which this society is re- 
ferred to in the New Testament Scriptures, " the Kingdom 
of God," "the Church of Christ," "the Body of Christ," 
"the Bride of Christ." These phrases all refer to a visible 
organism between which and an undefined school of phi- 
losophy there is no possible correspondence. Moreover, 
in the parabolic teaching of our Lord and the Apostles 
this society is compared to many things which are 
visible, and more or less highly organized. It is like " a 
fiel-d," "a vineyard," "a mustard tree," "a net," 
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"leaven," " a city set ona hill," "the human body," "a 
household," " a sheepfold," and so on. Surely it will be 
admitted that, if Christ intended simply to preach the 
Gospel and leave it to spread through all the world 
without the aid of an institution, His doctrine might 
have been more aptly illustrated; but, on the other 
hand, if it was His intention to found a visible society in 
which the Gospel should be preserved during all the ages 
and disseminated throughout the world, no better 
illustrations are conceivable. 

It has been said, with some show of reason, that at 
least one of the similitudes, the parable of the leaven, 
favors the Denominational conception of an invisible 
Church. It is maintained that the leaven works unob- 
served until the whole lump is leavened. But, though 
this be true, the leaven itself is visible as are also the 
meal into which it is put and the woman who kneads 
the dough. If, therefore, the parable of the leaven illus- 
trates the mysterious secret workings of the Holy 
Spirit, it nevertheless lends its support to the conclu- 
sion that ordinarily His operations are through the 
visible agencies of the Church and her ministry. 

When our Lord said tha;t He would build His Church 
upon the foundation of faith in His Divinity, He had 
reference to a visible organization. This is evident from 
the fulfillment of the promise of which we read in the 
Acts of the Apostles. On the Day of Pentecost three 
thousand were added to the Church. This proves that 
the membership of the society founded by Christ may 
be known, for it can be numbered, and that, therefore, 
the society itself is visible. 

Again, the Church of Holy Scripture is not, as De- 
Dominationalists say, a human organization, founded 
by the voluntary coming together of Christians ; but it 
is, as Episcopalians and the representatives of every 
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branch of the Catholic Church hold, a Divine instithtion, 
membership in which is necessary on the part of all who 
would become Christians. This appears from its name, 
"ecclesia," which means an assembly of those who have 
been called. Christ established a Church, and made it 
the duty of its charter members, the Apostles, to go in 
person, and in the persons of their representatives and 
successors, into all the world, and by the preaching' of 
the Gospel to call all men into it. Those who accepted 
the good news were to be admitted into the Kingdom 
by Baptism, and to be retained in it so long as they 
maintained fellowship with the Apostles by holding 
their doctrines, joining in the prayers, and partaking of 
the Eucharistic meal. 

"Men speak," says the Bishop of London, "as if 
Christians came first, and the Church afterwards; as if 
the origin of the Church was in the wills of the indi- 
vidual Christians who composed it. But, on the con- 
trary, throughout the teaching of the Apostles, we see 
that it is the Church which comes first, and the mem- 
bers of it afterwards. Men were not brought to Christ, 
and then determined that they would live in a com- 
munity. Men were not brought to believe in Christ and 
in the Cross, and then decided that it would be a great 
help to their religion that they should join one another 
in the worship of the Father through His Name. In the 
New Testament, on the contrary, the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is already in existence, and men are invited into 
it. The Church takes its origin, not in the will of man, 
but in the will of the Lord Jesus Christ. Everywhere 
men are called in; they do not come in, and make the 
Church by coming. They are called into that which al- 
ready exists ; they are recognized as members when they 
are within; but their membership depends upon their 
admission, and not upon their constituting themselves 
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a body in the sight of the Lord. In the New Testament 
the Church flows out from the Lord, not flows into 
Him. In the New Testament, the ministers are sent 
forth to gather the children of men within the fold, and 
are not simply selected by the members of the Church to 
help them in their spiritual life." 

" Jesus," says another able writer, " never speaks of 
the Kingdom as something which men could constitute 
for themselves; it must come to them." And Dr. Milli- 
gan, a distinguished Scotch Presbyterian professor and 
author, has brought out this point with perfect clear- 
ness. " The true idea of the Church on earth," he writes, 
"is, therefore, not that of a body starting from earth 
and reaching onwards to a heavenly condition, to be 
perfectly attained hereafter. It is rather the idea of a 
Body starting from Heaven, and so exhibiting, amidst 
the inhabitants atid things of time, the graces and priv- 
ileges already ideally bestowed upon it, that it may 
lead the world either to come to hght or to condenm 
itself because it loves the darkness rather than the light, 
its deeds being evil. It will follow that the community 
thus constituted must be the visible representative of 
our Lord, while He is Himself invisible, and that to it 
must be committed the work, which, in personal pres- 
ence with us. He can no longer do. As the Father 
sent Me, so send I you — -Prophets, Priests, and Kings — 
envoys of the Father through the Spirit, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son." 

It has been pointed out that the name given by 
Gentiles to the followers of Christ expresses this feature 
in the spread of Christianity. "The Disciples were 
called Christians flrst in Antioch." The form of the 
word Christiani indicates their adherence "not as 
Disciples to the founder of a school — in that case 
it would have been Christici — but rather as partisans 
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to a leader aud commander. The Christians were not 
merely people of a certain way of thinking, suggested 
to them by Christ; they were a party who wanted 
Christ to be King." 



Denominationalists endeavor to support their theory 
of the Church by such texts as " The Kingdom of God 
is within you." " The Kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost." "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth anything nor uncircumcision, but faith which 
worketh by love." "Christ sent me not to baptize but 
to preach the Gospel." "The Church of God which he 
purchased with His blood." "He is the Head of the 
Body, the Church." " We are come to the Church of the 
first born who are enrolled in Heaven. ' ' ' ' Whenever two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there am T 
in themidst of them." " Jesus said. Forbid him not, for 
there is no man that shall do a miracle in My Name 
that can lightly speak evil of Me." "For he that is not 
against us is on our part." 

If these texts comprehended all that the New Testa- 
ment has to say upon the subject, Episcopalians would 
have decidedly the worst of the argument ; but in reality 
they represent only one side of the truth, the other is 
expressed in such passages as these : "Thou art Peter, 
and upon this Rock I will build My Church; and the gates 
of Hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give 
unto theethe keys of the Kingdom of Heaven : and what- 
soever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
Heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in Heaven." " Tell it unto the Church : 
but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily I say 

C. A.— 11 
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unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 
bound in Heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on 
ea7'th shall be loosed in Heaven." " Then said Jesus to 
them again, Peace be unto you, as My Father hath 
sent Me, even so send I you. And when he had said 
this, He br athed on them, and saith unto them. Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost: whosesoever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them ; and whosesoever sins ye retain 
they are retained." "All power is given unto Me in 
Heaven and in eai'th. Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching theni to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you : 
and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the eud of the 
world." 

These passages, and many others, including most of 
our Lord's Parables, and all that the Gospels have to 
say about the Kingdom of Heaven or of God, and the 
Epistles about "the Church," "the Body," and "the 
Bride of Christ," are inexplicable upon the Denomina- 
tional hypothesis that "Christ did not institute an 
Ecclesiastical society into which every follower of His 
should enter." Romanists have made too much of them ; 
but are Denominationalists therefore ju.stifled in pass- 
ing them over altogether? Because they do hot teach 
that the Pope is infallible and that the Papal Commu- 
nion comprehends the whole of the One, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church, must we conclude that they mean 
nothing at all, or the opposite of what they plainly 
say? 

It is impossible for Denominationalists to explains 
the texts upon which they rely to prove that the Church 
of Christ is the unorganized invisible society of true be- 
lievers, or at most the aggregate of voluntary as- 
sociations of Christians, in harmony with the texts 
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which Episcopalians cite to prove that our Lord 
organized, or provided in the Apostles for the or- 
ganization of a visible society which, through the 
Apostolic Succession, has been perpetuated to this 
day. But we have the advantage of having no diffi- 
culty whatever in explaining their texts in harmony 
with ours. 

The texts quoted by Denominationalists against Epis- 
copalians may be divided into two classes, those which 
are supposed to teach the invisibility of the Church, and 
those which are believed to support the pretension that 
there is no body of Christians which can make good an 
exclusive claim to allegiance. In order to prevent rep- 
etition, we shall confine ourselves in this connection to 
the first group, reserving what we have to say about 
the second for other connections. And in the interest 
of brevity we shall consider the texts which have sub- 
stantially the same import in pairs. 

"The kingdom of God is within you." "The King- 
dom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." Denomination- 
alists quote these texts for the purpose of proving that 
the rehgion of Christ is subjective rather than objective. 
If they can make this appear, it follows as a matter of 
course that the Church is essentially invisible, for, if 
Christianity be exclusively a religion of the heart, none 
but God can know who embraces it. Now no one denies 
that the Church of the Gospels has a spiritual side 
to which these texts and others like them refer; 
but, because we recognize this, are we logically' forced 
to the conclusion that institutionalism is no part 
of Evangelical truth? Though man has an invisible 
mind, he nevertheless possesses a visible body. When 
we speak of the former without reference to the lat- 
ter, it is not concluded that the person referred to 
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has only a mental existence. Every text which relates 
to the invisible principles, life, and fruits, of the Chris- 
tian religion, can be offset by at least a dozen that refer 
to a visible organization instituted by Christ. There 
is an universally recognized canon of interpretation 
which prohibits the construing of one passage of the 
Scriptures so as to contradict another. Only in so far 
as this law is ignored, is there any truth in the popular 
misconception that almost anything can be prove(^ 
from the Bible. Had this rule not been disregarded, 
Denominationalists could never have found any Scrip- 
tural ground upon which to stand. In order to justify 
sectarianism, they invented the theory of the invisibil- 
ity of the Church. This ingenious conceit was rendered 
plausible by the desperate expedient of interpreting 
a few texts so as to make them contradictory to the 
whole tenor of both the Old and the New Testament. 
Before their interpretation of the isolated passages, 
upon which they rest their cause, can be accepted by 
those who are accustomed to take the general tenor of 
the Scriptures into account, every book of the Bible will 
have to be rewritten ; and not only this, but eighteen 
hundred years of Ecclesiastical History must be blotted 
out. It should be remembered, too, that the words of 
Holy Scripture which we are considering, speaking 
broadly, are true only of those who are members of the 
visible Church. It cannot be said of outsiders, generally, 
that the Kingdom of Heaven is within them, or that 
they have "righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost." 

Those who hold that Christ did not found a visible 
Church, with which He would have every disciple identi- 
fied, also quote these texts: "For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircum- 
cision, but faith which worketh by love." " Christ sent 
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me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel." As cir- 
cumcision was a rite of initiation into the Jewish 
Church, it is argued from these texts that the ex- 
ternalism of the Old Dispensation has been wholly 
done away in the New. But upon this hypothesis the 
circumcision of our Lord, and His participation in the 
synagogue and Temple worship are inexplicable, as are 
also the facts that He appointed Baptism as the initia- 
tory rite of the Societj' which He founded, and that the 
Apostles deemed it absolutely necessary to administer 
this Sacrament to all converts. Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper are so plainly required in the New Testa- 
ment, that even Denominationalists almost universally 
have felt called upon to administer them. But so long 
as they maintain the invisibility of the Church, it would 
seem that consistency requires that, like the Quakers, 
they should renounce the use of visible ordinances ; for 
by continuing to admit and retain members by their 
use, they witness against themselves. None of the lead- 
ing non-Episcopalian Denominations will accept an 
unbapbized person as a member. This being the case, 
their representatives cannot consistently quote these 
texts against us. 

With more plausibility Denominationalists make the 
following citations in support of their invisibility 
theory of the Church: "The Church of God which He 
purchased with His blood." "He is the head of the 
Body, the Church." There can be no doubt that if there 
be any such thing as an unrecognizable Church com- 
posed exclusively of the sanctified, it is here referred to. 
For surely the "Church of God," the "Church of Christ" 
includes all at least who are destined to be so happy as 
to attain Gospel Salvation. There is no difference of 
opinion between us and Denominationalists on this 
point. Our contention is upon the question whether or 
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not "the Church," "theBody/'has reference to a visible 
organization containing both good and bad. They 
argue, with some show of reason, that "the Body" of 
which Christ is the head, is, and must necessarily be, "a 
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing, but that it should be holy and without 
blemish." But this in all probability is not the decla- 
ration of an existing fact. It is more likely a prophecj'^ 
of what the Church will be at the consummation of all 
things when the tares shall be separated from the 
wheat. 

It is asserted that a "body having corrupt members 
cannot have an immaculate Head." We reply thatGod 
was certainly the head of the Jewish Church which had 
many unrighteous members; in fact all who belonged 
to it were more or less so. "Everybody allows," says 
Mr. Hammond, "that the ancient Jewish Church, the 
Church before Christ, was a visible Church, and God's 
Church — God's Church and people, in spite of its many 
corniptions — and one Church and one body, the com- 
munion of the circumcised: every one knows how de- 
praved, how rotten even that was, and yet every man 
who knows his Bible also knows that it was not lawful 
for anyman to leaveitand found another." The Psalm- 
ist declares there was "none holy, no, not one." As 
in the Old Dispensation, all failed in their efforts to keep 
the law, so in the New all have fallen short of their high 
calling in Christ Jesus. Thus if our Lord be the head of 
any Church, it must be of a Body in which not only 
some, but all its members are more or less imperfect. If 
credence is given to their own testimony, it will be ad- 
mitted that the most eminent Saints in all ages have 
been far from perfect. If, as Denominationalists con- 
tend, "the Church is composed not of the christened, but 
of the Christlike," then there is not, never has been, and 
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probably never will be, a Scriptural Church on earth. 
Even the Apostles St. Peter, St. Paul and St. Barnabas 
would not have been eligible for membership in such a 
Church. If Churches consist of the "Christlike" only, 
most of them will be reduced to " me and the meenister " 
with grave doubts as to the minister! "Let us sup- 
pose," says William Law in his letters to the Bishop of 
Bangor, "that the Church of Christ was this invisible 
number of people united to Christ by such internal in- 
visible graces. Is it possible that a kingdom, consisting 
of this one particular sort of people invisibly good, 
should be like a net that gathers of every kind of fish? 
If it were to be compared to a net, it ought to be com- 
pared to such a net as gathers only of one kind, namely, 
good fish, and then it might represent to us a Church 
that has but one sort of members If anyone should 
tell us that we are to believe invisible Scriptures and 
observe invisible Sacraments, he would have just as 
much reason and Scripture on his side as your Lord- 
ship has for this doctrine. And it would be of the same 
service to the world to talk of these invisibilities if the 
canon of Scripture were in dispute, as to describe this 
invisible Church, when the case is with what visible 
Church we ought to unite." 

That the texts do not support the Denominational 
theory of invisibility is further evident from the fact 
that one of them, as we see from the context, refers to 
a Church having "Elders," whom St. Paul exhorts "to 
feed the Church of God." Now, these Ephesian Elders 
and the Christians whom they were charged to shep- 
herd, were visible. It is impossible otherwise to think of 
them. In the other text the Church is spoken of as 
"the Body of Christ." An invisible body is also un- 
thinkable. It is of the essence of a body to be recogniz- 
able. The Penominatioualists, themselves, do not think 
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of something invisible when they speak of the Congre- 
gational, Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist bodies. 
These are all visible societies. 

Finally, we come to the strongest text quoted by 
Denominationalists to prove their theorj'. "We are 
come," says the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
"to the Church of the first born who are enrolled in 
Heaven." At first sight it would seem as if they must 
be right in maintaining that such words cannot possi- 
bly have reference to a Church composed of both good 
and bad. The difficulty arises from the mistaken idea 
that the names of none can be written in the Book of 
Life, except of those who are in the state of salvation, 
and destined to remain so to their life's end. It is 
strange that those who have so much to say about 
"conversion/' and "backsliding," should lose sight of 
the fact that a name once registered in Heaven may be 
blotted out. If there be such a thing as falling from 
grace, no reason can be assigned why the word Church 
in this passage should mean something different from 
what it does everywhere else in Holy Scripture. 



If, now, we turn for a few minutes to history, we 
shall see even more clearly than we have seen from our 
necessarily incomplete examination of the Scriptures, 
that the society instituted by Christ is a visible organ- 
ization. 

The Sacrament of Baptism, as we already have had 
occasion to observe, conclusively shows this to be the 
case; it has been administered from the beginning al- 
most universally. Though there has been some differ- 
ence of opinion, especially since the Keformation, as to 
the benefits annexed to this ordinance, all agree that it 
formally admits the recipient to the society of believers, 
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Now, a society which makes provision by the adminis- 
tration of a visible Sacrament, for the reception into 
membership of visible men and women, is certainly a 
visible society. 

The legislation of this society as manifestly proves it 
to have been highly organized. The pages of Ecclesias- 
tical History from the beginning to the end are largely 
occupied with the accounts of the Councils, Synods and 
Convocations which have borne essentially the same 
relation to the society founded by Christ as Senates, 
Parliaments and Legislatures bear to the various civil 
commonwealths of the world. These Legislative As- 
semblies of the Church, the first of which met at Jeru- 
salem in Apostolic times, settled disputes, decided which 
books were Divinely inspired and should, therefore, 
be regarded as a pai-t of the Bible, formulated the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, and passed a great body of 
laws or canons for the regulation of the Church. The 
Councils and their acts prove beyond peradventure that 
the society foimded by Christ, was a visible organiza- 
tion, just as much so as is the United States, or any 
other nation. 

The persecutions which the Church suffered during 
the first four or five centuries prove the same. It was 
the uniform policy of the civil authorities to smite the 
Christian Shepherds that the sheep might be scattered. 
An unorganized society would have had no rulers that 
could have been singled out from the rest to suffer the 
terrible vengeance of the law, and obviously an invisible 
society could not have been persecuted at all. 

The fact that the Church has in all ages excommuni- 
cated those who have been guilty of great offenses, also 
proves that she is a visible organization. That part of 
St. Paul's second Epistle to the Corinthians in which he 
gives directions concerning the course to be pursued iu 
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the case of a notorious evil liver, and the excommuni- 
cation of Arius and other notable heresiarchs by the 
Councils, are inexplicable upon the Denominational 
hypothesis of an invisible Church. 

But perhaps the strongest historical argument in 
favor of that view of Christ's mission for which we con- 
tend, namely, that in addition to the teaching of a new 
philosophy of life and illustrating it in a career of self- 
sacrifice which ended in the atoning death on, the cross. 
He organized a new Kingdom, is found in the simple fact 
that before the Reforma,tion the Denominational idea 
never obtained. For fifteen hundred years it was uni- 
versally believed that Christ had made provision for the 
preservation of the new wine of the Gospel 'by the crea- 
tion for it of a new receptacle, the Church. The conceit 
that the hearts of true believers were to be the only 
receptacle, never occurred to any one, and a suggestion 
to this effect would have been ridiculed as preposterous. 
How this could have been the case, if the theory of an 
unorganized invisible Church be correct, has never been 
satisfactorily explained. 

In closing our argument in favor of the Episcopalian 
conception of the Church, we may venture to call atten- 
tion to the inconsistency of the great majority of those 
who would persuade us that the society instituted by 
Christ was not a visible organization. Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Congregationalists and many 
other bodies of Christians ha.ve made for themselves 
more or less elaborate organizations, and are leaving 
no stone unturned which will contribute to their up- 
building. By doing so the^J^ virtually profess to be wiser 
than Christ; for, according to their representation, he 
had not like them the wisdom to perceive the necessity 
for a corporate Christianity. They contend that the 
Christian religion without organization eould not, un- 
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der present conditions, make progress against opposing 
influences in the conquest of the world for Christ. In 
this they are unquestionably light. There can be no 
doubt that if the various organizations of Christians 
were to disband, the cause of Christ would rapidly wane 
until Satan could boast of a complete triumph. But 
were the conditions of the first centuries more favorable 
to Christianity than they have been for the past two 
or three hundred years, within which it has been found 
necessary to organize several hundred Christian socie- 
ties? No. On the contrary, the Gospel in our day 
would stand a thousand chances to one in our Lord's 
time of making its way without the assistance of an 
organization. The greatest obstacle now to be over- 
come is a languid indifference ; then the way had to be 
fought through a solid phalanx of the most powerful 
and persistent opposition. It would be a marvel be- 
yond all comprehension, if the Divine Founder of our 
Holy Religion who knew that He would be nailed to the 
cross and that His Apostles and their successors for a 
long time would nearly all suffer martyrdom, had been 
so devoid of foresight as to quit the world without 
leaving an organization which would be compact and 
vigorous enough to live and grow in spite of all the 
organized forces which heathendom, through the 
representatives . of the Roman Empire, could muster 
against it. 

St. Augustine, one of the greatest theologians that 
the Church has produced, must, therefore, have been 
right when, as an able summariser points out, he taught 
that •' The Kingdom of God was not a mere hope, but a 
present reality ; not a mere name for a Divine idea, but 
an institution, duly organized among men, subsisting 
from one generation to another ; closely inter-connected 
with earthly rule, with definite guidance to give, and a 
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definite part to take in all the affairs of actual life. To 
him the Kingdom of God was an actual Polity, just as 
the Roman Empire was a Polity, too. It was 'visible' 
in just the same way as the earthly state, for it was a 
real institution with definite organization, with a recog- 
nized constitution, with a code of laws and means of 
enforcing them, with property for its use, and officers 
to direct it." 



II. 

PERPETUATED BY SUCCESSORS OF THE APOSTLES. 

THAT our Lord intended His Church or Kingdom 
to continue through the ages is antecedently 
probable, because the conditions which made the 
founding of it necessary, would require its continuation. 
This generation of sinful men and women need the re- 
generating infiuence of the Church quite as much as 
that which witnessed its founding. To argue otherwise 
would be to accuse of partiality Him who was no re- 
specter of persons. 

Again it may be inferred, if not positively concluded, 
from Holy Scripture that the Church was designed to 
continue through all generations. The numerous 
prophecies of the Old Testament in which the mission of 
the Messiah is represented to be that of founding an 
everlasting Kingdom and universal Dominion certainly 
favor this conclusion. When our Lord said " upon this 
rock," the confession of faith in His Divinity, "I will 
build My Church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against it;" when He commissioned His Apostles to 
"go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
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I have commanded;" and when He gave them His 
promise for their encouragement, "Lo! 1 am with you 
alway even unto the end of the world," it is as if he had 
proclaimed the perpetuity of the Church in almost so 
many words. Certainly nothing else can be inferred 
from these texts. 

Furthermore, if the Church were to continue, since it 
could only do so through a succession of officers, it is 
antecedently probable that the Apostolic College, which 
after the Ascension, was the visible head of the Church, 
would not be allowed to die out with the twelve. All 
other organizations that the world has ever known, 
have made provision for a succession of their chief offi- 
cers, and there is no reason to suppose that it was to 
be otherwise with the Church of Christ. The promise, 
" Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world," besides proving that the Church is to endure 
through all the ages, proves the same of the Apostolic 
office. The College of Apostles was constituted a 
moral; corporate personality, which was to continue to 
the end of the world. Its identity is no more diminished 
by the perpetual succession of its members, than our 
individuality is affected by the constant change of the 
elements that compose our bodies. 

The fact that the Apostolate was not limited to the 
original twelve, justifies the inference that this office 
was to be perpetuated in an uninterrupted succession. 
Matthias was elected to take the place of Judas. The 
Church of Antioch, acting under express direction of 
the Holy Ghost, set apart, by the imposition of hands, 
St. Paul and St. Barnabas to be Apostles. James, the 
Lord's brother, evidently was consecrated by the Apos- 
tolic College the first Apostle or Bishop of Jerusalem. 
Timothy and Titus were made Apostles, respectively, of 
Ephesus and Crete. St. Jerome, one distinguished even 
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amono: Saints, himself only a Presbyter, writes: "Im- 
mediately after the passion of the Lord, James was or- 
dained by the Apostles Bishop of Jerusalem." "That 
Timothy was a Bishop," says Bishop Bull, " and Bishop 
of Ephesus, the metropolis, or chief city of Asia, is so 
fully attested by all antiquity, that he must be either 
very ignorant or very shameless that shall deny it, es- 
pecially there being besides very plain evidence of the 
Episcopal power and authority,' wherewith he was in- 
vested, in this very Epistle of St. Paul written to him." 
St. Jerome calls Titus "Bishop of Crete;" St. Ambrose 
says, "The Apostle Consecrated Titus Bishop;" Theo- 
doret, that he was "the Bishop of the Cretans;" and 
so the whole band of witnesses. 

When, in. addition to what might naturally be in- 
ferred, we take into account the fact that in all ages and 
every part of the world there have been men claiming to 
be, and universally recognized as, successors to the Apos- 
tles, the conclusion that the inference respecting the per- 
petuation of the Church through Bishops of the Apos- 
tolic Succession is correct, can ha,rdly be resisted. As 
Mr. Haddan points out, "in one sense Apostolic Suc- 
cession requires a complicated proof; in another it is a 
palpable fact — as much a matter of moral certainty as 
is the actual appointment, by the rightful authority, 
of ministers of the state. No one doubts the fact of 
the Ordination of the Clergy or Bishops now ofBci- 
ating, although, among some myriads, there may oc- 
casionally have been an impostor. Yet this assurance is 
not founded on personal inspection of legal evidence. It 
rests upon the overwhelming presumption that the fact 
would not be as it is, unless the legal evidence were be- 
hind it; and this presumption extends back to the be- 
ginning as regards the Church." "It is," as Bishop 
Hugh Miller Thompson says, "merely trifling with 
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words if a man knows, and evidence of incompetencj^ 
to express an opinion if he does not know, to say, 
'you cannot prove that, from any modern Bishop up 
to the Apostles, there is a continuous succession of 
Ordainers.' You might as well tell me I cannot prove 
that the oak tree on the lawn has an unbroken de- 
scent from some oak of two thousand years ago! I 
do not need to prove a self-evident fact in nature, 
or a self-evident fact in organic society. The oak of 
to-day proves the oak of twenty centuries ago. The 
Bishop of to-day proves the Bishop of eighteen cen- 
turies ago. They knew oaks then from bramble bushes 
as well as we do. They knew Bishops just as well as 
we do, perhaps better, and they knew, too, that Bish- 
ops came from Bishops as oaks come from oaks. There 
is no other way known to man to get either oaks or 
Bishops. The ground has been gone over so many 
times, and so carefully and exhaustively, and by such 
thorough scholarship, that one may rest in peace." 

There can be no doubt that, if the Apostolic office 
were continued in the Church, it would be the center of 
unity and the fountain of ministerial authority ; hence 
we are right in saying that the Church itself was perpet- 
uated through the Apostles and their successors. They 
were the representatives of Christ, and after His Ascen- 
sion, the visible head of the Church. Before He returned 
to the right hand of the Father to make intercession for 
us he gave them all power and said: "As my Father 
hath sent me even so send I you." Nothing, therefore, 
could be more certain than that the Apostles and their 
successors were appointed by Christ Himself to be His 
representatives. As before the Ascension there would 
have been no Church without Christ as its head, so 
since then, there can be no true Christian Church with- 
out the headship of the Apostolate. 
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We are aware that these inferences will seem new and 
strange to many, but we submit to the candid reader 
that they are naturally drawn from the texts which 
have passed under review. And we are all the more 
confident as to the correctness of our inferences, because 
of the fact that they are in accord with the representa- 
tions that were made by the early Fathers and the 
great Doctors of the Church. Let us see what some of 
them have to say about (1) the perpetuation of the 
Apostolic office in the Episcopate, and (2) the necessity 
of Bishops to the existence of the Church. 

1. What then do the ancients say concerning the per- 
petuation of the Apostolic office through the Historic 
Episcopate? 

St. Clement of Rome, A. d. 96, "Desiring to avoid 
controversy which they foresaw, the Apostles ordained 
certain men to the end that, when they should have 
fallen asleep in death, others of approved character 
might succeed to their special office. Such were Timothy 
and Titus." 

Irenseus, A. d. 180: "We mijst obey those who are 
the Elders in the Church, those who, as we have shown, 
have the succession from the Apostles; who, with the 
succession of the Episcopate, have received also the 
sure gift of truth, according to the will of the Father ; 
but as for the rest, who leave the original succession, 
and come together wherever it may be, them we must 
hold in suspicion, whether as heretics of a wrong opin- 
ion, or as men who make division through pride and 
self-pleasing, or again, as hypocrites. All who wish to 
see the truth, have it in their power to fix their eyes on 
the tradition of the Apostles, which is manifested in all 
the world; and we can recount the number of those, 
who were appointed by the Apostles as Bishops in the 
Churches, and their successors down to our own time, 
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who neither taught nor had any knowledge of the wild 
notions of these men. For had the Apostles known any 
mysteries which they taught to the perfect in private, 
and unknown to the rest, they would have delivered 
them to those surely before all others, to whom they in- 
trusted the very Churches themselves. For they desired 
them to be eminently perfect and utterly without re- 
proach, whom they left behind as their actual successors, 
handing on to them their own position of presidency." 

Tertullian, a. d., 200, adopts Irenseus' hne of argu- 
ment and enlarges upon it in dealing with Gnostic 
heretics. He asks them a double question : First, do 
they hold the rule of Faith? Second, have they an 
Apostolic Succession? "Let them produce the ac- 
count of the origins of their Churches; let them unroll 
the line of their Bishops, running down in such a way 
from the beginning that their first Bishop shall have 
had for his authorizer and predecessor one of the Apos- 
tles, or of the Apostolic men who continued to the end 
in their fellowship. This is the "way in which the Apos- 
tolic Churches hand on their registers. As the Church of 
the Smyrnseans relates that Polycarp was installed by 
John, as the Church of the Romans relates that Clement 
was ordained by Peter, so, in like manner, the rest of 
the Churches exhibit the names of men appointed to the 
Episcopate by Apostles, whom they possess as trans- 
mitters of the Apostolic seed. So, now, you who wish to 
exercise your curiosity to better profit in the matter of 
your salvation, run through the Apostolic Churches, 
where the very chairs of the x\postles still preside in their 
own places — Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, P]phesus, 
Rome. Make it your business to inquire what they 
have learnt and taught ! " 

Nor had the Farthers any other thought of Bishops 
but as successors in the very Office and Order of the 

c. A.— :2 
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Apostles. "Irengeus," observes a learned commentator, 
"regards the Bishops in every Church as succeed- 
ing in an especial sense to the Apostles. They rep- 
resent in every place by Apostolic Succession the 
Catholic Faith; they have the 'gift of the truth' and 
the Apostolic authority of government; they are the 
guardians also no doubt of the grace by which Chris- 
tians live, of which as much as of the truth the Church 
is the 'rich treasury.'" And St. Jerome, A. d. 390, 
commenting on that saying of St. Paul, "Other Apos- 
tles saw I none save James the Lord's brother," says : 
" For by degrees, as time went on, others were ordained 
Apostles by those whom the Lord had chosen, as that 
passage to the Philippians proves, saying : ' I supposed 
it necessary to .send to you Epaphroditus, your Apos- 
tle.'" "The Bishops," observes Pacian, "are caJled 
Apostles, as Paul declareth in speaking of Epaphro- 
ditus." 

So that as has been well said "if the words of Holy 
Scripture be not altogether unmeaning and unsubstan- 
tial — if the Church of the Apostles be anything more 
than a phantom or a vision — if its first rulers, St. James 
and St. John, Clement and Epaphroditus, Ignatius and 
Polycarp, were really what they seem to have been, 
what they claimed to be, and what they were admitted 
to be — then is it most certain that they, and all their 
successors after them, were, as universal Christen- 
dom believed, Bishops or Apostles in the Church of 
God." 

As the author makes no claim to being a Patristic 
scholar or an historical authority, a few quotations 
from the writings of those who have been preeminently 
such will greatly strengthen his position, and so carry 
conviction to the reader. Hooker: "Let us not fear to 
be herein bold and peremptory, that, if anything in the 
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Church's government, surely the first institution of 
Bishops was from Heaven, was even of God : the Holy 
Ghost was the author of it." Bishop Bilson : "Of this 
[the Apostolical Succession] there is so perfect record, in 
all the stories and Fathers of the Church, that I must muse 
with what face men that have any taste of learning, can 
denie the vocation of Bishops came from the Apostles; 
for that they succeeded the Apostles and Evangelists in 
their Churches and chaires may inevitably be proved, 
if any Christian persons or Churches deserve to be 
credited." Bishop Sanderson: "The Bishops are the 
lawful successors of the Apostles and inheritors of their 
power." Archbishop Bramhall : " The line of Apostolic 
Succession is the very nerves and sinews of Ecclesiastical 
unity and communion both with the present Church, 
and with the Catholic symbolical Church of all suc- 
cessive ages." Bishop Taylor: "Episcopacy relies not 
upon the authority of the Fathers and Councils, but 
upon Scripture, upon the institution of Christ, or the 
institution of the Apostles, upon an universal tradition 
and an universal practice, not upon the words and 
opinions of the Doctors ; and it hath as great a testi- 
mony as Scripture itself hath." Archbishop Laud : 
"This I will say, and abide by it, that the calling of 
Bishops is jure divino,hy Divine right." Canon Liddon: 
"When we say that Bishops are successors of the 
Apostles we are not formulating a theory, but stating 
a fact of history." Bishop, Moberly : " The historical 
fact of an Episcopal Succession, tracing back to the 
Apostles themselves, is undeniably established." And 
even John Calvin in writing to a friend who had recently 
been consecrated to the Episcopate, felt constrained to 
acknowledger "Thou hast been appointed a Bishop; 
with Thee is present the authority of the Apostle 
Paul." 
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Presbyterians, Lutherans, Methodists and some 
other bodies of Christians who are without the Historic 
Episcopate, claim that if there be any ministerial suc- 
cession coming down to us from New Testament times, 
ft is through the order of Presbyters or elders, not that 
of the Apostles. They affirm that, after the death of St. 
John, the Church was governed by colleges of the Pres- 
bytery of which, when Christianity had been, well estab- 
lished, there was one in every large city. These had 
jurisdiction over adjacent villages and the surrounding 
country. Each of them had a Moderator or President 
who was elected from year to year. In the course of 
time reelections became almost the universal rule. As 
the Moderator-Presbyters were usuallj' men of great 
force and influence and withal men of ambition, they 
soon, either by common consent or usurpation, set 
aside their brother Presbyters and assumed the author- 
ity and prerogatives of the Apostolate under the title of 
Bishops. 

In proof of all this they urge the probability that 
there was an early period of the Church's life when 
"Bishop" and "Presbyter" were convertible terms. 
And, it is, indeed, a curious and admitted fact that 
there is no special name absolutely restricted to the 
highest Order, on which all others depend, in the New 
Testament. "But," as Mr. Eagar observes, "whatso- 
ever may be the explanation, the Order of the Episco- 
pate shares this namelessness with even greater things. 
The second Sacrament has no absolutely distinctive 
Scriptural name; it may be referred to once as 'the 
Lord's Supper;' it is called 'Eucharistia,'but that word 
is employed also in other meanings; our common name 
of 'Holy Communion' is not to be found in the Bible. 
The Doctrine of the Incarnation has to go outside 
Scripture for a name in which to sum up the revealed 
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truths, and we have to employ a word not found in 
Scripture whenever we speak of the Everlasting God as 
'the Trinity.' In all these matters, sensible persons 
have long ago learned that names count for very little 
and facts for a great deal; the same observation applies 
at least as forcibly to the question of the Episcopate." 
It is probable that in the case of some of the Churches 
founded by St. Paul, the chief Elder had the oversight 
of the flock during the Apostle's absence; but there is 
no evidence that such overseers or Bishops had the 
power of ordaining, or that they were anything more 
than the Archpriests, or Archdeacons of later daj's. 
But the period of this Presbyterial overseership, if it 
existed at all, was so brief and confined to such narrow 
limits ; its history was so obscure, and the speedy emer- 
gence of the threefold order so universal, that nothing 
in regard to the permanent constitution of the Church 
can be built upon the fact of the identity for which our 
brethren contend. A departure from the universal rule 
of centuries cannot be justified by a reference to the 
possible practice of one biief, transitional period of his- 
tory. If in the Apostolic age Presbyters were some- 
times called Bishops, it was only because the highest 
Order of Church governors to which this title was after- 
wards reserved, were in the earliest ages generally called 
Apostles. "The Bishops," says St. Ambrose, "are 
Apostles;" and St. Cyprian: "The Lord appointed 
Apostles, that is. Bishops;" and St. Jerome, "Bishops 
occupy the place of Apostles;" and Pacian, "the Bish- 
ops are entitled Apostles ; " and Tertullian, "were first 
ordained by the Apostles;" and St. Irenseus, "are 
traced in all Churches from the Apostles ; " and St. 
Augustine, " are instead of Apostles;" and, in one word, 
all the Saints and all Martyrs, all Churches, and all 
times, declare the same truth — that Bishops are the 
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Apostles of the Most High; or that, in the words of 
Hooker: "The first Bishops in the Church of Christ 
were His blessed Apostles." 

Presbyterians are ever reminding us, also, of what St. 
Jerome says about the Church at Alexandria. It is, as 
they say, at least possible to conclude from his account 
that when the Patriarchal See fell vacant, it was filled 
by the election of a Presbyter who, by this act, without 
Episcopal Consecration, became Bishop. To this we 
reply: (1) St. Jerome nowhere actually says that an 
Alexandrian clergyman who had received Ordination 
to the Presbyterial office only, became Bishop simply 
because of his election to the Episcopate by brother 
Presbyters. (2) Even if at Alexandria the election was 
not followed by Consecration to the Episcopate, this 
departure from the general rule may be accounted for 
upon the hypothesis that some of the Parochial Clergy 
had been duly invested with the Episcopal character by 
the laying on of hands. At a later period this is known 
to have been the case at Kome, and it probably ac- 
counts for the fact that in the early British Church 
there were so many more Bishops than Dioceses. Of 
course these Alexandrian Bishops in posse could not 
legally exercise the functions of the Episcopate until 
they had been canonically elected to a vacant See, but 
after such election they could, without further qualifica- 
tion, ascend the Episcopal throne. As the late Preb- 
endary Sadler, one of the most profound of modern 
Biblical students, who was a convert to Episcopacy 
from the Baptist Denomination, says: '"The idea of 
an Apostolically-ordained Presbyterian, or other such 
system, following upon the death of the Apostles 
and existing for any length of time, appears to me 
to be involved in the greatest difficulties. It seems 
incredible that a Presbyterate appointed by Knox 
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and Melville, should have lasted three hundred years, 
whilst a supposed corresponding system, appointed 
by St. Paul himself, hopelessly collapsed in half a 
century." Elsewhere he sums up the case thus : "(1) 
We have the Lord Himself personally appointing 
the Apostles and apparently assuring them that 
their ministry would last till the end of the world. 
(2) We have in the New Testament the history of 
the first thirty or forty years of the Church, during 
the whole of which period the one sole, supreme gov- 
ernment is the Apostolic, with the exception of the 
Church in one city. (3) This exception is the Mother 
Church of Christendom, which (if St. James be not an 
Apostle) is under Episcopal as distinguished from 
Apostolic rule. (4) We have the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles ruling the Churches committed to him with 
an hyper-Episcopal oversight, keeping apparently all 
power of every sort in his own hands. (5) We have the 
Apostle at the close of his career writing letters to the 
men through whose means he had exercised his Episco- 
pal control over Churches in all parts of the civilized 
world, in order to instruct them in the right use of the 
quasi-Apostolic powers he had made over to them. 
Then there is a gap of some seventy years at the niost, 
and at the end of this period history presents us with 
the spectacle of the Christian Church everywhere offi- 
cered by men possessing the Governmental and Ordain- 
ing powers of the Apostolic delegates, though, as was to 
be expected, with more defined and localized spheres of 
action. And yet apparently for the one almost avowed 
purpose of interposing some break, and proving a dis- 
connection between the Apostolic and any later minis- 
try, we are asked to assume the existence of some inter- 
mediate Presbyterian or Congregational system, of the 
constitution of which history has not preserved to us 
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one fragment, and which, if established, must have been 
established without any principles of permanency im- 
pressed upon it, so that, according to the confession of 
those who conjecture it, its very memory had perished 
out of the mind of the Church within a hundred years 
after its appointment." 

The obscure but short period between the last of the 
Apostolic and the first of the Post-Apostolic writers, 
during which, according to the representations of De- 
nominationalists, the Church was governed by a Board 
of Presbyters, has been compared to a tunnel. We 
have good light where we have the books of the New 
Testament to guide us, and again when we come down 
to the abundant literary remains of the latter part of 
the second century; but there is an intervening period, 
here and there faintly illumined by a few documents 
giving such scanty and interrupted light as may be af- 
forded by the air-holes of a tunnel. If in our study of 
the dimly-lighted portion of the history we wish to dis- 
tinguish what is certain from what is doubtful, we may 
expect to find the things certain in what can be seen 
from either of the two well-lighted ends. If the same 
thing is visible on looking from either end, we can have 
no doubt of its existence. Beyond question the Church, 
before entering the tunnel, was governed by Apostles 
and when it came out, by Bishops, claiming to be 
successors of the Apostles. 

We shall conclude this division of our subject with a 
famous passage from Chillingworth's crushing answer 
to the representations of Presbyterians: "When 1 shall 
see all the fables in the 'Metamorphoses' acted and 
proved true stories ; when I shall see all the democracies 
and aristocracies in the world lie down to sleep, and 
awake into monarchies, then I will begin to believe that 
Presbyterial government, having continued in the 
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Church during'the Apostles' times, should presently after, 
against the Apostles' Doctrine and the will of Christ, be 
wheeled about like a scene in a mask and transformed 
into Episcopacy. In the meantime, while these things 
are thus incredible and in human reason impossible, I 
hope I shall have leave to conclude thus: Episcopal 
government was universally received in the Church 
presently after the Apostles' times. Between the Apos- 
tles and this presently after, there was not time enough 
for, nor possibility of, so great an alteration; and, 
therefore, there was not such alteration as is pre- 
tended. And, therefore, Episcopacy being so ancient 
and Catholic, must be granted also to be Apostolic." 



In reference to the necessity of Bishops to the exist- 
ence of the Church, it may be said that, since they are 
the successors of the Apostles, it follows as a matter of 
course that, a,s there could have been no Church in the 
Apostolic days without the headship of "the eleven" 
and those whom they made partakers with themselves 
in the Apostolate, so, after their time, there could be 
none without a Bishop. We see from the Acts that the 
first disciples continued steadfastly in the Apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship. This was, in the nature of 
things, a necessary condition of membership in Christ's 
Apostolic Church. As Bishops of the uninterrupted and 
Canonical succession are nothing less than Apostles, it 
is, in the nineteenth century as in the first, obligatory 
upon all professing Christians to be in communion with 
one of them. At any rate this view prevailed down 
through the ages until the Keformation. 

St. Ignatius, a. d. 107, writes: "Where the Bishop 
appears, there let the people be, as where is Christ Jesus, 
there is the CathoHc Church." "The Bishop is the 
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center of each individual Church, as Jesus Christ is the 
center of the universal Church." "He who does any- 
thing apart from the Bishop, and the Presbyter3', and 
Deacons is not pure in his conscience." "For as many 
as are of God and of Jesus Christ, they are with the 
Bishop." Elsewhere the same Father says: "Do your dili- 
gence, therefore, that ^^e be confirmed in the ordinances 
of the Lord and of the Apostles, that ye may prosper in 
all things whatsoever ye do in flesh and spirit in the 
Son and Father and in the Spirit, with your revered 
Bishop, and with the fitly wreathed Spiritual circlet of 
your Presbytery, and with the Deacons who walk after 
God. Be obedient to the Bishop and to one another, 
as Jesus Christ was to the Father, according to the flesh, 
and as the Apostles were to Christ and to the Father, 
that there may be union both of flesh and of spirit." 

Irenseus, a. d. 180, gave laconic expression to the 
conviction which universally prevailed during the first 
fifteen hundred years of Christianity, when he said : "No 
Church without a Bishop." 

The blessed Athanasius, a. d. 350, writing to one 
who had fied from the duties of the Episcopal ofiice, for 
fear of persecution, says, "How wouldst thou have be- 
come a Christian, if there had been no Bishops?" And 
then he proceeds to assert, in the uniform language of 
the primitive Saints, from the martyrs Ignatius and 
Irenajus down to Basil and Ambrose, that the Church 
is in such sort built upon the Bishops — that is, the 
Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ — that the one cannot 
even be contemplated as distinct from the other; a 
Church without Bishops being, in the judgment of these 
ancients, not "defective," or "imperfect" merely, but, 
as they speak,' " no Church at all." 

Speaking of the necessity of Bishops to the existence 
of the Church, the author of " Notes on the Catholic 
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Episcopate," says : " So constant was this belief among 
all lands wheresoever the Gospel had been preached, 
that even those misbelievers, who fled out of the ark of 
the Church, and formed to themselves conventicles 
apart, never dreamed of setting up any purer nor more 
primitive — nay, nor any other — form of government 
than this, but perpetuated their errors by a succession 
of Pseudo-Bishops. And, when certain women, 'led 
away with divers lusts,' and seeking to annul even the 
distinction between the sexes, ventured to usurp the 
office of teachers, and to frame a new company of be- 
lievers, it was by imitating the only order which they 
had ever heard of, and appointing from their own ranks 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, that they attempted to 
execute their impious plan." 

So far as Holy Scripture is concerned, one passage 
only has been quoted as leaving an opening for other 
than an Episcopally ordained ministry in the Church 
of Christ. " Forbid him not," said our Lord of the man 
who cast out devils in His name, while not following 
the Apostles. But an injunction not to forbid work 
does not necessarily imply its orderliness, or even legal- 
ity ; and what is there, save a very doubtful analogy, 
to connect this man's actions with the work of the min- 
istry? We should not be at all willing to forbid the work 
of, say, "The Young Men's Christian Association," or 
to deny that it is "on Christ's part." But we should be 
greatly surprised if this were construed into a recogni- 
tion of any claims that its worthy secretaries might 
put forth to be a branch of the Christian ministry. It 
is quite certain, at any rate, that neither in the New 
Testament, nor in Church History, is there any trace of 
the followers of this man, or of any like him, as a sep- 
arate body of Christians. So that either of two things 
must have happened — his work must have absolutely 
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died oat, or he must have found that very work a means 
of drawing him into the fellowship of the Apostles. 

III. 

THE APPOINTED ARK OF SALVATION. 

THE Church of Christ which has been perpetuated 
through the Historic Episcopate is the appointed 
ark of Gospel Salvation, and only by entering it 
can a person place himself in assured covenant relation- 
ship with God. Passing by for the presentthe difficulties 
which this statement will suggest to the minds of non- 
Episcopalian readers, let us first see what reasonably 
may be inferred from the Scriptures and what light the 
writings of the Fathers and Doctors throw upon the 
subject. 

It must be evident to every attentive reader of the 
Bible that it divides the human race into two great 
classes — those who are in covenant relationship with 
God, and those who are without the pale of his cove- 
nanted mercies. A religious covenant is an agreement 
which God condescends to enter into with man. Be- 
tween man and man there are, speaking broadly, two 
kinds of agreements— the commercial and the beneficent. 
The former has in view mutual profit, but the latter is 
of no benefit to the contracting party who takes the 
initiative except the satisfaction he experiences in the 
effort to bless. Where a covenant between God and 
man exists it is of course so far as He is concerned one 
of grace. 

The importance of entering into such relationship 
with God may be inferred from the fact that the Crea,tor 
Himself proposes it . He certainly would not do so, if it 
were a trifling matter. Our falling in with this proposal 
must, therefore, contribute to our highest eternal welfare 
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and to the great glory of God. The same may be in- 
ferred even more clearly from the fact that both the 
Jewish and Christian Scriptures are called Testaments, 
a word which in Holy Writ is synonymous with cove- 
nant ; indeed the titles of Old and New Testaments arose 
from an inaccurate rendeiing in the Latin Yulgate of 
the word meaning covenant by testamentum. It would 
be a decided gain if the correct titles could be used. In 
the Revised Version of the New Testament the word 
" covenant "is almost without exception the translation. 
Now the title of a book or of a collection of writings 
is drawn from the chief subject treated of Thefactthat 
the Bible is divided into Old and New Covenants is 
therefore very instructive. It shows that God not only 
proposes to enter into covenant relationship with us, 
but that He makes it the principal topic of His Revela- 
tion, which He would not do if it were not supremely 
important. The Church is the ark of Salvation because 
only by entering it and by remaining in it, can a person 
be in covenant relationship with God. That under the 
Old Dispensation none could establish this relationship 
except by membership in the Jewish Church is, in the 
light of the Law and the Prophets, so manifest that I 
presume it will not be questioned by any ; and since 
membership in the Church of God was so necessary in 
the Old Dispensation, all will admit that we ought not 
to conclude without the best of reasons that it is any 
less so in the New. There is, however, no ground for 
such a conclusion. On the contrary, all the facts point 
in the other direction. God does not change; the con- 
dition and needs of mankind have remained the same; 
and Christ expressly declares that He came not to 
destroj'-, but to fulfill the Old Testament Scriptures. 
These considerations, though falling short of a positive 
proof that the Church occupies as important a place in 
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the present Dispensation as in the preceding, render it 
at least highly improbable that the assertion to the 
contrary is true. 

But that which we have seen to be antecedently 
probable must be apparent, it would seem, to all who 
have the least familiarity with the Gospels and Epis- 
tles ; these when taken as a whole, and especially when 
interpreted in the light of the writings of the Fathers 
who lived nearest the time of the Apostles, leave no 
room for reasonable doubt that he who would be in 
covenant relationship with God a.nd thus make sure 
that he is an inheritor of Gospel Salvation, must be a 
member of the Apostolic Church. Those who think 
that they have made their calling and election sure 
because they have been converted and are in the enjoy^ 
ment of experimental religion — that is, have, as they 
say, the witness of the Spirit that they are saved, will 
find it difficult to explain satisfactorily many of the 
most striking passages of the New Testament. 

Why, for example, did our Lord in His commission 
to the Apostles connect Baptism with the preaching of 
the Gospel and the teaching of obedience? Why was 
Baptism administered to the three thousand upon 
whom, on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Ghost fell? 
Or why to St. Paul who, upon the occasion of his mirac- 
ulous conversion, was smitten to the ground and made 
blind by the heavenly light? Or to Cornelius who had 
the assurance of an angel that he was accepted of God ? 
These and many similar questions cannot be answered 
by those who attach little or no importance to the in- 
stitutional side of the Gospel. The theory that salva- 
tion is offered upon the condition of conversion, is one 
of those half truths which leave a large part of the New 
Testament unexplained and inexplicable. In the Chris- 
tian Dispensation as in the Jewish there can be no 
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assurance of salvation outside of the covenant relation- 
ship, and this cannot be entered now any more than it 
could be then by faith, or obedience, or prayer, or con- 
version, or a religious experience, but only through the 
door of membership in the Church of God which has 
come down to us through Bishops of the Apostolic 
Succession. 

To many this will look as if we exalted the Church 
at the expense of what they call "vital rehgion." Let 
me say to such that faith, conversion and other Evan- 
gelical doctrines are not under-valued nor slighted in 
the Episcopal Church. It is not that we makpless of the 
things which Denominationalists emphasize, but that 
we make -much more of the Church than they do. We 
think that the Scriptures justify us in this ; and to verify 
the correctness of our interpretation of them to this 
effect, we appeal to the writings of those who lived 
nearest to the time of the Apostles. Do they teach that 
only members of the Apostolic Church are in covenant 
relationship with God? 

Ignatius, of Antioch, A. d. 107, as we have just 
seen, says: "Where the Bishop appears, there let the 
people be, as where is Christ Jesus, there is the Catholic 
Church." Again, "He who is within the Sanctuary is 
pure; he who is outside is impure, that is to say, he 
who does anything apart from Bishop and Presbytery 
and Deacons, is not pure in his conscience." "If a,nyone 
follows a separatist, he does not inherit the Kingdom 
of God." So also Irengeus, Bishop of Lyons, A. d. 180, 
who represents the Churches of Gaul and Asia, where he 
had been brought up: "In the Church God placed 
Apostles, Prophets, Doctors, and the whole operation of 
the Spirit, and all who do not have recourse to the 
Church do not participate in Him, but deprive them- 
selves of life. For where the Church is, there is the 
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Spirit of God, and where the Spirit of God is, there 
is the Church and all grace." " God will judge all those 
who make schisms. No reformation can be wrought 
by them, which can compensate for the injury of the 
schism. God will judge all those who are outside the 
Church." And Cyprian, of Africa, a. d. 250: "Who- 
soever shall be found without the Church, will be cut off 
from the number of sons. He will not have God for his 
Father, who refused to havethe Church for his Mother." 
"To separate from the Church is to deny that Christ 
came in the flesh ; because it is to scatter that which He 
gathered together in one. This is to be Antichrist!" 
"If a separatist should lay down his life for the name of 
Christ, he would dieunblest." "The House of God is 
one, and no man can have salvation except in the 
Church." He also speaks, as did some copies of the 
earlier Baptismal Creeds, of "remissions of sins, and 
eternal life through the Church." Origen, A. d. 230, 
says, "Outside this House, that is to say, outside the 
Church, no one has salvation." 

This language, startling as it must be to modern 
Denominationalists, is not as strong as that used by 
the renowned Augustine, A. d. 398. He spoke as fol- 
lows of a class of sectaries, who, as respects their doc- 
trinal teaching, were avowedly orthodox: "1 do not 
assert, that if a Donatist should profess to have suf- 
fered any injuries in the cause of his party, or to have 
endured temporal losses, it would profit him nothing ; I 
say more. I say, that if he should suffer without the 
pale of the Church, it will be as the enemy of Christ ; and 
if one of Christ's enemies should say to him, being with- 
out the Church, 'Offer sacrifice to our idols, worship 
our gods,' and he, through refusing to worship, should 
be slain by the enemy of Christ, his blood he may pour 
out, a crown he cannot receive." " The Holy mountain 
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of God," he says elsewhere, ''is His Holy Church. Those 
who are not in communion with her will not attain 
t,o everlasting life." And still more pointedly, "Christ 
is the head and Saviour of His Bodj'. Outside this 
Body the Holy Spirit gives life to none." Jerome, 
A. D. 390: *"As from Adam and his wife the whole 
race of men have sprung, so of Christ and His Church 
the whole multitude of believers are begotten." He 
also compares the Church to the Ark. "What the 
Ark was in the Deluge, that the Church is in the 
world." 

"Clement, a. d. 194, and Origen, a. d. 230," says 
Canon Gore, "alike endeavored to mitigate this doc- 
trine of exclusive salvation within the Church, so as to 
bring it into harmony with God's universal purposes, 
with his recognized equity and good-will towards all, 
and with the universal presence of the Word to all men. 
Butwith all this it is an undoubted truth that they did, 
like all the other Fathers, regard God's covenant in 
Christ as made with a visible society, membership in 
which was of universal obligation, and alienation from 
which was death." 

"It is sometimes argued," observes the same pro- 
found author, "that St. Paul could not have believed in 
Salvation through the Church, because this contradicts 
his doctrine of the justifying effect of individual faith. 
But in fact there is no such contradiction. The Chris- 
tian life is a correspondence between the grace commu- 
nicated from without and the inward faith which, 
justifying us before God, opens out the avenues of com- 
munication between man and God, and enables man to 
appropriate and to use the grace which he receives in 
Christ. There is thus no antagonism, though there is a 
distinction between grace and faith. Now, grace comes 
to Christians through social Sacraments, as members- 

C. A.— 13 
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of one 'spirit-bearing body.' 'By one Spirit we are 
all baptized into one body ; ' ' we being many are one 
bread and one body, for we are all partakers of that one 
bread.' Thus the doctrine of the Church as the house- 
hold of grace is the complement, not the contradic- 
tion of the doctrine of faith. Faith is no faith if it 
isolates a man from the fellowship of the one body, and 
the one body has no salvation except for the sons of 
faith." 

The Patristic doctrine of salvation only in the 
Church, harsh as it now sounds to Denominationalists, 
is no other than that held by their Spiritual ancestors. 
The Presbyterian Westminster Confession put forth in 
A. D. 1647 speaks of the visible Church as "the house 
and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary' 
possibility of salvation." 



IV. 

THE DEPOSITORY OF SACRAMENTAL GRACE. 

THIS Church which has been perpetuated through 
the Historic Episcopate, is the depository of Sac- 
ramental grace, of which the Apostolic Minis- 
try is the only authorized dispenser. Not only is it 
necessary to enter the Apostolic Church in order to 
establish covenant relationship with God, but also be- 
cause she is the depository of Sacramental grace of 
which her Ministers are the sole authorized dispensers. 
The subjective blessings of valid Sacraments— that is, 
of Sacraments administered 'by Ministers of Apostolic 
authority— may come to those who receive them at the 
hands of an unauthorized ministry ; but the benefits of 
Baptism, Confirmation and the Lord's Supper are not 
wholly nor even chiefly of a subjective character any 
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more than are the benefits of prayer. To those who 
ask in faith and in accordance with the will of God, 
prayer, besides giving right direction to inward dispo- 
sitions, secures to the petitioner spiritual and temporal 
blessings. In like manner valid Sacraments when re- 
ceived in faith and repentance assure the recipient that 
he is a child of God and an heir and joint heir with 
Christ to the life which now is and to that which is to 
come. Nor is this all. Such Sacraments also remit sins 
and convey strength to live a life of righteousness. 

I am not saying that the Sacraments of non-Episco- 
palians do not convey these blessings, but that there is 
no assurance that they do — indeed their ministers do 
not claim to administer Sacramental grace. On the 
contrary they maintain that the benefits of the Sac- 
raments are purely subjective, and condemn as Romish 
superstition and error the doctrine which has been 
taught in every branch of the Catholic Church from the 
beginning; namely, that the Sacraments are channels 
of grace. If it be true that the Roman Church teaches 
that they work by magic or charm to save their 
recipients, she is in so far clearly unscriptural. Repent- 
ance and faith are always spoken of, or implied, in 
connection with the administration of Holy Baptism, 
and, in the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
John, in which eternal life and the resurrection are 
plainly made dependent upon the Sacramental eating 
and drinking of Christ's body and blood, faith and 
coming to Christ a.re also connected with the resurrec- 
tion and life everlasting. 

As in many other particulars, so in respect to her 
doctrine of the nature and efficacy of the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord's' Supper, it will be discovered 
u])on examination, that the Anglo-Catholic Church of 
which the Protestant Episcopal Church is a branch. 
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occupies the middle ground between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the various Protestant bodies of Christians. 
As the chemist by uniting two different elements, forms 
a new compound wholly unlike either of the original in- 
gredients, so this Church by taking out of the Roman 
doctrine concerning the Sacraments, the element which 
is Scriptural and in accord with the teachings of the 
early uncorrupted Church, and uniting it with the ele- 
ment of truth that is found in the Protestant doctrine, 
presents a Sacramental doctrine which is a compound 
of all that is Scriptural and really Catholic. Anglo 
Catholics connect salvation with the Sacraments and 
with faith and repentance. All that is Scriptural and 
essential in the Roman and Protestant views of the effi- 
cacy of the Sacraments, we hold. For with the one we 
agree that: "The Sacraments are generally necessary 
to salvation and that they work invisibly in us and do 
not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our 
faith in Christ; " and with the other we agree that the 
Sacraments "have a wholesome effect and operation 
in such, only, as worthily receive the same by a death 
unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness, by re- 
penting themselves truly of their former sins, by having 
a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ with a 
thankful remembrance of His death, and by being in 
charity with all men." 

In all ages there have been many who have. depreci- 
ated the importance of external rites and ceremonies. 
This is the tendency of a large element even in the An- 
ghcan Communion, and it is so in all of the Protestant 
bodies about us. Surely those who are inclined to 
under-estimate the Sacraments have not well considered 
the fact that they were instituted by Christ Himself at a 
time when the evil of extern alism was at its height 
in the Jewish Church. He was familiar with this evil. 
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and often inveighed a,gainst it, and yet He made the 
very existence and continuance of His Kingdom to de- 
pend upon external observances. This is unaccountable 
unless we infer, as under the circumstances we must, 
that there is an intimate and vital connection between 
divinely instituted externalism and deep piety and gen- 
uine spirituality. And that there is such a connection 
is further indicated by the constant practice of the 
Apostolic and primitive Church. The Apostles, them- 
solves, and those next to them, who lived nea,rest to the 
time of the great Head of the Church, and consequently 
knew most about His teaching, unquestionably re- 
garded the external rites of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper as inseparably connected with salvation. We are 
willing to grant that they made as much of repentance 
and faith as a modern Methodist, but while admitting 
this we must insist tha,t the Apostles, Fathers and Doc- 
tors attached as much importance to Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper as the ancient Jews did to Circumcision 
and the Passover. The proof of this is abundant in 
almost every chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and 
on almost every page of the Fathers. All who would be 
saved were urged to be baptized without delay, and at 
almost every meeting of the early Christians the Holy 
Communion was celebrated. Some of us might make 
more of certain doctrines which Denominationalists 
magnify, but none can esteem and use valid Sacraments 
less without diminishing the aids to holy living. 

Before the Ascension it was Christ only, and after- 
wards the Apostles, or those whom they commissioned, 
who dispensed the Bread of Life in the Lord's Suy)per. 
It was as necessary to receive this Heavenly food at 
their hands as to continue in their doctrine and fellow- 
ship and the appointed worship. We read of the three 
thousand, who believed and were added to the Church 
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by Baptism, that " They continued steadfastly in the 
Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in the breaking 
of bread and in the prayers." The only way in which 
Christians of later days can imitate the example of the 
first Disciples is by adhering to the Bishop of the Apos- 
tolic Succession who has been canonically placed over 
them. At least so taught the Fathers. 

"Let no man," wrote the Apostolic Ignatius when 
on his way to martyrdom, a. d. 107, "let no man be 
deceived. If anyone be not within the precinct of the 
Altar, he lacketh the bread of God. For, if the prayer 
of one and another hath so great force, how much 
mo!-e that of the Bishop and of the whole Church. Let 
us, therefore, be careful not to resist the Bishop, that by 
our submission we may give ourselves to God. And in 
proportion as a man seeth that his Bishop is silent, let 
him fear him the more. For everyone whom the Mas- 
ter of the household sendeth to be His steward over 
His own house, we ought so to receive as Him that 
sent him. Plainly, therefore, we ought to regard the 
Bishop as the Lord Himself." "For as many as are 
of God and of Jesus Christ, they are with the Bishop ; 
and as many as shall repent and enter into the unity 
of the Church, these also shall be of God. Be not 
deceived, my brethren, if any man followeth one that 
maketh a schism, he doth not inherit the kingdom 
of God. If any man walketh in strange doctrine, he 
hath no fellowship with the passion . Be ye careful, there- 
fore, to observe one Eucharist (that is, the Holy Com- 
munion), for there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and one Cup unto union in His blood ; there is one 
Altar, as there is one Bishop, together with the Pres- 
bytery and the Deacons, my fellow-servants." " Let no 
man do aught of things pertaining to the Church apart 
from the Bishop. Let that be held a valid Eucharist 
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which is under the Bishop or one to whom he shall 
have committed it. Wheresoever the Bishop shall ap- 
pear, there let the people be ; even as where Jesus may 
be, there is the Universal Church. It is not lawful apart 
from the Bishop either to baptize or to hold a love- 
feast ; but whatever he shall approve, this is well- 
pleasing also to God ; that everything which ye do 
may be sure and valid." 

"Athanasius,"says Canon Gore, "endeavors to recall 
a Bishop who in time of persecution had been guilty of 
fleeing from his duty, in part by reminding him of 
monks who have made good Bishops, but principally 
by recalling to his mind the dignity of the Episcopate, 
as instituted by Christ through His Apostles and hav- 
ing, therefore, not merely the authority of the Church 
but the authority of Christ Himself, and -as being the 
essential condition of the continuous life of the Church 
and the handing down of grace." 

V. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

THIS Lecture would be incomplete without some 
reply to the principal objections which, judging 
from my own experience, must inevitably have 
presented themselves to the Denominational reader. 
He will, of course, perceive, as I did, that such arguments 
tend to unchurch the non-Episcopal bodies ; to make it 
an imperative duty to go out from them, and to enter 
some undoubted branch of the Catholic Church; to 
invalidate the ministry and Sacraments of non-Episco- 
palians, and to limit covenanted salvation to the his- 
toric Catholic Church. All this, it will be said, is unmit- 
igated and intolerable bigotry. In a generation, which, 
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like ours, glories in its creedless liberality, this appar- 
ently well-founded accusation will settle the whole mat- 
ter in the minds of the great majority, who have been 
led on by curiosity to follow me thus far. 

A long experience in a position which has brought 
me in contact with great numbers of non-Episcopalians, 
does not encourage the hope that there is anything to 
be said which will prevent most of us from parting com- 
pany at the end of this lecture. Nevertheless, Episco- 
palians, as might be expected, have their ready answer 
to these, as to all other objections, that are urged 
against their Church, which, in each and every case, is 
so far satisfactory as to clear the way for the continu- 
ous procession of intelligent Denomiuationalists, who 
are finding their way into the Episcopal Church at the 
rate of about twenty thousand annually. Though this 
is a great host, all who have completed their Church- 
ward journey believe that it would be far greater, if 
inherited prejudice and the popular cry against illib- 
erality did not deter many from investigating the 
claims of the Church. Nine out of every ten who 
have heard and read enough really to understand 
these claims, have sooner or later found their way to a 
home with us. 

" 1. The propositions which we have been considering 
are objected to, because, if followed to their logical con- 
clusion, they unchurch the various non-Episcopal bod- 
ies of Christians. The edge of this objection will be 
blunted by the explanation that, though we do not rec- 
ognize a society which was organized by a human 
agency only three hundred years ago, more or less, as a 
branch of the Divine Institution of which we read in the 
New Testament, yet we do admit that all its members, 
who have been duly baptized with water in the Name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, are 
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members of the " One, Holy, Catholic Church of Christ," 
as really as ourselves. The difference between them and 
us is, that they are living in schism while we are not. 
Nevertheless, by reason of their Baptism, they are Chris- 
tians. 

If I mistake not there are several of the Denomina- 
tions whose representatives, if true to the convictions 
which prevail among; them, could not say as much of 
Episcopalians. Consistency would require them to call 
our Christianity in question, because we are not united 
to Christ by a particular form of Baptism or by some 
special kind of faith and experience. At any rate it 
cannot truthfully be said that any of the leading and 
so-called orthodox Denominations are more liberal than 
we are in the cordial recognition of Christia.n brethren 
who are outside of our respective communions. Thus, if 
we unchurch the Denominations we do not unchristianize 
their members. According to our understanding, their 
case is very much like that of those who belonged to 
the great Eevolt effected by Jeroboam. " The ten tribes 
did not cease to be Jews. They were still brought by 
circumcision into covenant with God ; they are still ad- 
dressed as His chosen people. Their Priests are never 
recognized as the Priests of God ; their ministrations are 
always stigmatized as illegitimate; but the people, 
being Jews and being circumcised, are still accounted 
the elect or chosen people of God, are always recognized 
as belonging to the one body. Wide as was the breach 
which Jeroboam made, it did not split the 'common- 
wealth of Israel' into two. He sinned grievously him- 
self, and he ' made Israel to sin ' — in fact, it is beyond 
all doubt that separation in that age was wholly sinful. 
But, notwithstanding the schism, the Jewish Church re- 
mained one. Not even Jeroboam, the great heresiarch, 
who carried five-sixths of the congregation of Israel 
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along with him— Jeroboam, whom God appointed to 
rule over the ten tribes— could found a new Church or 
people of Grod." 

It has been asked, " But, how ido you account for the 
blessing which has attended the labors of the various 
Denominations, if they are not true Churches of Christ?" 
In the same way that we account for the successes of 
the Young Men's Christian Association or of the Salva- 
tion Army.' God's abounding grace constantly over- 
flows its channels. God forbid that we should deny for 
a moment the good and holy work done for Him by the 
Denominations. Why should we? It is the work of our 
fellow-Christians, and it is because they are Christians, 
and because their societies are societies of people who 
are unconsciously to themselves Churchmen, and as such 
have preached Christ, that God has blessed it. 

Denominationahsts usually justify their separation 
from the Historic Church of our race upon the ground 
that they were "kicked out." In proof of this they 
mention the fact that a large number of self-constituted 
ministers, who had been intruded into English benefices 
in the Revolutionary period, were ejected upon the 
restoration of the monarchy, and that many of the 
Church of England pulpits were closed against John 
and Charles Wesley. We answer that even if such ejec- 
tions and exclusions could be shown to have been 
wholly unjust and reprehensible, they afford no excuse 
for the sin of schism. Two wrongs do not make one 
right. Even, though, for the sake of argument, it be 
conceded that the Independents and Methodists met 
with unjust and harsh treatment, yet it cannot be ad- 
mitted that they were compelled to leave the Church ; 
for many of the leaders of both movements remained in 
the Church all their days, and died in her communion. 
Besides, there is really no such thing as " kicking" peo- 
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pie out of the Catholic Church. They can be made to 
endure wrong and cruel persecution, but they cannot 
be cut off from the Body of Christ of which they were 
made members at Holy Baptism. Not even excommu- 
nication will do this. It may prevent participation in 
the benefits of the means of grace. But, those, who at 
various times since the middle of the sixteenth century, 
have left the Enghsh and American Episcopal Churches, 
were not even excommunicated. They went out of their 
own accord. If we look at the matter from the stand- 
point of Denominationalists, the most charitable ex- 
planation of their conduct is that they were unwilling 
to suffer wrongfully for the sake of Christ. In this respect 
the followers of John Wesley-, if the representations 
respecting the persecutions which he endured are true, 
did not imitate his example, for, according to some 
accounts that we have seen, he could not be "kicked 
out." There is, however, room for doubt whether cre- 
dence should be given to all that has been published on 
this subject. Mr. Wesley, himself, never accused the 
Church of casting him out — least of all in his last days — 
when, he tells us, he had "more invitations to preach 
in Churches than he could accept of;" when many Of the 
Clergy were "prejudiced in favor of the Methodists;" 
when, as his biographer Tyerman says, " he was invited in 
all parts of the country by Kectors, Vicars, Curates, and 
others to favor them with his services. An eminent 
Methodist in a " Contemporary Review " article, has tes- 
tified that, on the whole, the Bishops treated Wesley bet- 
ter than he could have expected. " So persistent were 
Wesley's irregularities that it has always seemed to me 
that great indulgence on the part of the Bishops was 
exercised, or he could have been, in every Diocese, inhib- 
ited with vigor." Those who read history through 
Anglican spectacles will continue to attribute our 
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unfortunate divisions to the Puritanical Pharisaism and 
willfulness of the first Separatists. No reflection is here 
intended upon their descendants. Denoniinationalists 
can no more be held responsible for the sins of their 
ancestors, except in so far as they knowingly and delib- 
erately continue in them, than Episcopalians can be for 
those of the "fox hunting parson." 

Moreover, we must not allow our objectors to forget 
that, if we unchurch their recently organized voluntary 
societies, because they ha|Ve no historic connection with 
Christ through an Apostolic and Canonical succession 
of Bishops, we are simply following the example of their 
ancestors who unchurched us, not only because they in- 
sisted that the Presbytery was the only Divinely insti- 
tuted form of Church government, but also because they 
maintained that the whole Episcopal establishment 
was so utterly corrupt that it was not any part of the 
Church of Christ, but rather the synagogue of Satan. 
Heylin, who wrote his standard History of Puritanism 
and Life of Archbishop Laud about the time of the 
Cromwellian Revolution, thus summarizes the language 
used by the enemies of the Church in the innumerable . 
pamphlets which in his day were scattered broadcast. 
"They could find no other title for the Archbishop than 
Beelzebub of Canterbury, the Pope of Lambeth, the 
Canterbury Caiaphas, Esau, a monstrous Antichrist, a 
most bloody opposer of God's Saints, a very anti- 
christian beast, most bloody tyrant. The Bishops are 
described as unlawful, unnatural, false and bastardly 
governors of the Church, the ordinances of the devil, 
petty Popes, petty Antichrists, incarnate devils, cog- 
ging cozening knaves, who lie like dogs, and so on." 

Whe7i we were thus not only unchurched but also 
reviled, instead of retorting in kind upon the calum- 
niators of the Church, Hooker, Andrews, Thorndike, 
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Taylor, Laud and a host of others calmly proved 
by works that have never been answered that Episco- 
pacy is an essential part of the Church's constitution 
and that, notwithstanding the sins of omission and 
commission of which many of her representatives in 
high places were guilty, the Church of England is a true 
branch of the Church of Christ. Nor were our scholars 
and Saints content with writing unanswerable controver- 
sial works. They frankly confessed our short-comings 
and preached the necessity of reformation with a fidelity 
and vigor that resulted in the purifying of the body 
Ecclesiastical and in making her confessedly the great- 
est educational, missionary, and benevolent agency 
that the world has ever known. 

Our Methodist brethren who seem to be the most 
deeply offended at our alleged uncharitableness towards 
other Christian bodies and have so much to say about 
it, may be reminded that after all we simply occupy the 
ground that John Wesley took in regard to all Separat- 
ists from the historic Church. He never looked upon 
the association of which he was the head as anything 
more than a society within the Church. Nor would he 
listen to any suggestion of separation, but warned his 
followers against it and prevented it so long as he lived. 
Dr. Beet, who is perhaps the greatest living scholar 
among English Methodists, says: "Wesley had no 
thought of founding a community outside the Anglican 
Church, and strongly urged his followers to remain in 
the ancient fold." As is well known John and Charles 
Wesley both died Priests and communicants of the 
Church in good standing. 

2. Again, it is objected that the propositions which 
we have been maintaining, logically lead to the conclu- 
sion that it is the duty of non-Episcopalians to leave 
their respective societies and to identify themselves with 
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some undoubted branch of the Divinely instituted 
Church. What we really intend to teach is at least ca- 
pable of statement in the following less objectionable 
form : — It is the duty of all Christians and of those who 
would become such, to examine the relative claims of 
the various religious bodies to their allegiance. Other 
things being equal, we feel sure that Americans who 
have any regard for antiquity and for the predominat- 
ing judgment of Christendom, will feel obliged to ally 
thernselves with Episcopacy either in the Anglican or 
the Roman Communion rather than with any of the va- 
rious forms of a self-constituted ministry as found in 
Denominationalism. Until the Reformation practically 
the whole of Christendom believed the "Historic Episco- 
pate" to be an essential characteristic of the Church 
founded by Christ, and even now the vast majority of 
Christians hold to this view. If the teaching or practice 
of the early Church on any point is unanimous, or nearly 
so, then it is not safe to draw conclusions contrary to 
it except upon unmistakable evidences of error. ''We 
require you to find out but one Church upon the face of 
the whole earth, that hath been ordered by your disci- 
pline, or hath not been ordered by ours, that is to say, 
by Episcopal regiment, since the time that the blessed 
Apostles were conversant." This is the famous chal- 
lenge of Hooker, who wrote at the close of the sixteenth 
century against the Presbyterians. It has never yet 
been met. Until non-Episcopalians can meet it, they 
cannot reasonably object to the logic which makes it 
their duty to be in communion with the canonical Bishop 
of the region in which they live. 

3. It is also objected that the line of argument pur- 
sued in this lecture invalidates the ministry and Sacra- 
ments of Denominationalists, that is, makes them of no 
effect. If we have said or implied anything of this kind, 
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we take it all back. For the truth is, instead of depreciat- 
ing their ministry and Sacraments, we admit not only all 
thatmost Denominationalists claim forthem,but, in the 
case of Baptism we go beyond their claim for it by ac- 
knowledging that it makes the candidate "A member of 
Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the King- 
dom of Heaven," which they deny. It must, however, 
not be understood from this acknowledgment that we 
concede a Divine Priesthood to Denominational minis- 
tries. We can and do acknowledge as much of Baptism 
administered by ordinary laymen and lay-women. But 
why should they take offense at our refusal to force 
upon them a character which they, themselves, repu- 
diate? Denominationalists generally deny that their 
ministers are Priests and that Divine Grace is given 
through the channel of Sacramental ordinances. Ac- 
cording to their view a minister is only a commissioned 
preacher, and the Sacraments are simply commemora- 
tive ceremonies. How can they justly charge us with 
uncharitableness if we simply take them at their word 
upon this point ? 

"It is well to understand," says Bishop Hugh Miller 
Thompson, "that we have little, if any, difference M'ith 
the ' Denominations ' about their ministry and ordi- 
nances. These are valid for all that is claimed for them. 
They say that their ministers are teachers of religion, 
duly appointed and authorized by a voluntary society. 
They are certainly this. They assert that their ministers 
are not Priests and have no Sacerdotal power or au- 
thority. To this assertion we assent. They profess 
not to have Apostolic Succession. We agree with them 
upon this point. They state that they administer an 
Ordinance in which the Body and Blood of Christ are 
not really present, and are not verily and indeed given, 
taken, and received ; but that it is merely a mode of 
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recalling to their minds our Lord's death. This state- 
ment is quite unobjectionable. About Baptism we 
differ somewhat from them, attributing to that Sac- 
rament, as administered by them, a greater effect than 
their own faith ventures to hope for. Administered 
with water, in the name of the Holy Trinity, we believe 
it to regenerate the soul that duly receives it, and to 
graft it into the body of Christ's Church. So, we admit 
their ministry to be all that they claim it to be ; and we 
admit their ordinances to be in no case less, and in one 
case more, than they, themselves, believe." 

And if there be any Denorainationalists who claim 
that their ministry is a Priesthood and that their Sac- 
raments are the means through which Divine gifts are 
received, the irritation caused by our attitude towards 
non-Episcopacy may be somewhat soothed by the fact 
that they are not alone in being called upon to sustain 
the charge of invalidity. Romanists are continually 
representing our ministry and Sacraments to beinvalid. 
There was a time when Denominationalists also did 
this. Bishop Coleman, speaking of the Puritans of 
Colonial days, says : '' While some were pleased to allow 
that a clergyman ordained by an English Bishop re- 
quired no further credentials to olHciate when called to 
a society of Congregationalists, others compelled such 
to submit to a 're-ordination by the brethren.' This 
ceremony was gone through with, for example, in the 
case of the Rev. Thomas Hooker, at Newton, afterwards 
Cambridge, in the year 1633, and of Master Cotton, at 
Boston, in the same year. Episcopal Ordination was 
even looked upon as something for which those receiv- 
ing it must needs apologize, and there seems to be 
reason for believing that in some instances they were 
obliged to recant it." Such treatment has never wor- 
ried us. Whenever occasion has arisen, our writers and 



OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 209 

preachers have proceeded to show by unanswerable ar- 
guments based upon Scripture and history that our 
Ministry and Ordinances are vahd. 

If Denominationalists are sure of their ground, let 
them, when we call in question their ministry, pursue 
the course towards us that we do towards Komanists. 
Unfortunately for them, of those who do this the 
majority have the experience of good Dr. Wolff, of 
missionary fame, about whom the following anecdote is 
related. The Doctor, burning with zeal to preacli the 
Gospel of Christ, was on one occasion traveling in some 
out of the way region in the far East. It was in the 
Diocese of one of the Bishops of the Eastern Church ; and 
in the course of his wanderings he fell in with the Bishop. 
"Who are you?" said the Bishop, looking at him 
rather suspiciously. " A poor Missionary," said the 
Doctor. "A what?" asked the Bishop. "A Mis- 
sionai-y," repeated Dr. Wolff, pulling out his little black 
Bible. And those of us who are old enough to ha.ve 
seen Wolff fingering his Bible, will remember how it al- 
ways seemed to open of itself at the precise text he 
wanted. "I am come to preach salvation to these 
people. How shall they call on Him on whom they 
have not believed? Or how shall they believe in Him of 
whom they have not heard? Or how shall they hear 
without a preacher?" " That is all very well," said the 
Bishop, "but why don't you finish the text?" "How 
shall they preach except they besent?" "Whosentyou?" 
' ' Sent ? ' ' said Wolff. ' ' Yes, sent ! ' ' replied the Bishop. 
"My Metropolitan sent me, and his predecessors sent 
him, and I send my Priests and Deacons. Now, who 
sentyou?" "TheSpiritof the Lord," said Wolff boldly; 
for he was not a man to be put out of countenance. "I 
hope you do not deny that Christ is able to vsend His 
own messenger without human intervention ?" "God 

C. -V —14 
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forbid that I should doubt it for a moment, "the Bishop 
answered, " I know He can. I know that He sent Moses 
and Aaron, without' human intervention, to establish 
the Aaronic Priesthood ; and I know that He superseded 
this very Priesthood of His own Ordination, by sending 
also without human intervention the Apostolic Priest- 
hood ; and what He did once He can do again. God 
forbid ! that I should doubt that ; I should be a Jew if 1 
did. Still 1 do observe that whenever God does send 
anyone direct from Himself and without human inter- 
vention, He is always graciously pleased to confirm His 
own appointment to the minds of his faithful servants 
by signs and wonders. Moses called down bread from 
Heaven. He and Aaron brought forth water from the 
rock. And so, also, when God was pleased to supersede 
that Priesthood, many wonders and signs were wrought 
by the hands of the Apostles. They did not go upon 
their own testimony; but appealed to these- as wit- 
nesses; as, in the case of their Master, Himself, the works 
which they did testified of them. Now," continued the 
Bishop, " without at all doubting the possibility that a 
WolfHsh succession may be commissioned to supersede 
that of the Apostles, where are your witnesses? I sup- 
pose you do not expect us to take your word for it. 
What supernatural powers do you appeal to, in proof 
of your Heavenly mission?" This was a puzzling ques- 
tion. It had puzzled Mahomet several hundred years 
before. That false prophet, however, got out of it clever- 
ly, by saying that he had written the Koran, which as 
everyone thought, was a miracle of itself; but poor 
Wolff could not say that he had written the Bible ; so 
he fell to thinking. The result was that he came home, 
I will not say a better man — for a most excellent man 
he always was — but by many shades a wiser man; and 
soon aiterwards sought for Ordination in the regular 
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way, and was ordained by Bishop Doane, of New 
Jersey. 

Nor .lias the Greek Bishop been the only one to 
recognize that miracles are the necessary credentials of 
him who, without Episcopal and Canonical Ordination, 
claims to have a sufficient call to preach the Gospel and 
administer the Sacraments. When the Anabaptists 
appealed to Luther, "not doubting," as the historian 
says, "that he who had first preached the liberty of the 
Gospel would pronounce in their favor," they had cer- 
tainly some reason to be astonished at a reply which 
seemed to involve the formal renunciation of one of the 
first principles of his Eeformation. "Let the Senate 
ask this man," said the Eeformer, when giving advice 
about the ministerial pretensions of their would-be 
pastor, Muncer, "who called him? and, if he shall an- 
swer, ' God,' let them charge him to prove his calling by 
some manifest sign, which, if he cannot do, let him be 
repudiated as an impostor." Under the circumstances 
this was a harsh and inconsistent judgment which must 
be as great a source of regret and embarrassment to 
the Lutheran ministry as John Wesley's famous sermon 
"Korah, Datha,n and Abiram" is to the Methodist 
ministers. 

4. Finally, it will be objected that we limit cove- 
nanted salvation to membership in the historic Catho- 
lic Church. But this is not the same as saying that 
only members of the Greek, Koman, and Anglican Com- 
munions will be saved. As has already a,ppeared by 
reiterated statements, we acknowledge all who have 
been baptized in the name of the Trinity to be in cove- 
nant relationship with God. Nor is it equivaJent to a 
declaration that all non church members will be lost. I 
suppose that there is not an Episcopalian to be found 
anywhere, who believes that God's mercy does not 



212 OUE CONTROVERSY WITH DBNOMINATIONALISTS. 

overflow the Church. But if there were such, Deuomina- 
tionalists should be the last to accuse them of big:otry ; 
for, as we have seen, their ancestors, the Presbyterians, 
declared in their Westminster Confession of Faith that 
there is a visible Cathohc Church, "the house and 
family of God, out of which there is no ordinary possi- 
bility of salvation." 

No, we do not limit salvation to the adherents of the 
Catholic Church. What we do say is that covenanted 
or assured salvation is limited to the Church. Nor 
do we, as our objectors represent, tie God's gifts of 
grace and mercy to Sacramental Ordinances. Our 
doctrine is lucidly and concisely set forth in Dr. Sea- 
bury's edition of "Haddan's Apostolic Succession." 
"Without Bishops, no Presbyters; without Bishops 
and Presbyters, no legitimate certainty of Sacraments ; 
without Sacraments, no certain union with the mys- 
tical Body of Christ; without this, no certain union 
with Christ; and without that union, no salvation. 
Yet with these necessary provisos at every step, by the 
very nature of the moral laws and attributes of God : 
Firstly, that these outward things may be had ; second- 
ly, that due allowance be made for ignorance, prejudice, 
or necessity ; thirdly, that the system be regarded as 
subservient and ministering to a true faith, a living 
religion, and a hearty love of Christ in the soul." 

We recognize the truth, that God is free to grant His 
blessings through whatever instrumentality He may see 
fit to use, or directly without any ceremonial channel. 
But are we justified in concluding, because God is not 
bound to the Ordinances which He has instituted as the 
instruments of our salvation, we are free to disregard 
them ? If God be not limited, we are. Those of us who 
know His appointments, certainly are not justified in 
expecting that we can be saved without using them. 
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We do not, then, make the Church of the Historic Epis- 
copate to be the only way of salvation, or confine the 
bestowal of God's Grace to her ministry and Sacra- 
ments. All we claim is that they a,re the Divinely ap- 
pointed ark of safety and channels of refreshment. Mul- 
titudes, (loiibtless, will reach Heaven by other ways. 
But we contend that it is, nevertheless, the duty of all 
to determine whether or not God has appointed a way. 
and if it be found to walk in it. Moreover, Holy Scrip- 
ture ma.kes it a, duty to search out and to take "the 
old paths," rather than the new. " Stand in the ways, 
and see and ask for the old paths where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls." These words of the Prophet Jeremiah, ad- 
dressed to the perverse and erring people of Judah, are 
full of instruction for those who desire to serve God 
acceptably under the Christian as well as the Mosaic 
Dispensation. At all times entitled to the most serious 
consideration, they are especially applicable to this 
age. What this precept, when applied to the unhappy 
condition in which divided Christendom finds itself, 
requires is, tha,t we should all follow the history of 
the body with which we are identified and each Article 
of its distinctive Creed back to the place of the parting 
of ways. There we shall find the way from which all 
others have diverged — "the good way," the way which 
all Christians once pursued, the way in which all, if the^- 
will, can walk again in unity and brotherly love, the 
only way by which the hosts of Christ can make prog- 
ress in the conquest of the world. The world will never 
be evangelized by a divided Church, and the Church will 
never be united so long as Christians continue in the 
paths of their own choosing. All must come back to 
the "old paths," "the good way." For nearly a thou- 
sand years Romanists have been wandering further and 
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further from this way in one direction, and Denoniina- 
tionalists, since their beginning, more than three cen- 
turies ago, have been doing the same in the opposite 
course. Both of these must follow the example which 
the Anglican Communion set at the Reformation, by 
retracing their steps until they come to "the good 
way." God grant that the Denominational reader for 
whom this chapter has been especially written, may be 
disposed, by the operation of the Holy Spirit, to heed 
the Prophet's injunction, by asking for " the old paths," 
'■ where is the good way? " and having found it, may he 
walk therein and find rest for his soul. 

"For all Thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 

Make Thou our sad divisions soon to cease ; 
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 

By drawing all to Thee, Prince of Peace. 
Thus may we all one Bread, one Body, be 

Through Thy blest Sacrament of Unity. 

'■' We pray Thee, too, for wanderers from Thy fold ; 

Oh, bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 
Back to the Faith which Saints believed of old, 

Back to the Church which still that Faith doth keep. 
Soon may we all one Bread, one Body, be, 

Through Thy blest Sacrament of Unity." 
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The Mother Church of 
England. 

WE have endeavored to show elsewhere* that the 
Gospel makes identiflcation with some true 
branch of the Apostolic Church of Christ 
obligatory upon all. It is now necessary, in order that 
the way may be prepared for determining whether or 
not a person who unites with the American Episcopal 
Church fulfills this obligation, to devote a lecture to the 
Mother Church of English-speaking Christianity. 



I. 

CONTINUITY OF THE ENGLISH CHURCH. 

WE shall assume that all, x^hether they be repre- 
sentatives of Eomanism or of Denomination- 
alism, admit that the Church of England, be- 
fore the Reformation, was a part of the true Church of 
Christ. Certainly she was the only form of organized 
Christianity then in the land. It is equally certain that 
hef title to Catholicity was never questioned during all 
of the pre-Reformation ages. The impression, however, 
prevails that the Church of Rome wiis the Church in 
England up to the time of Henry VIII., and that the 
present religious establishment is a new foundation. 

The necessity for the dissemination of knowledge con- 
cerning the origin and continuous history of the Mother 
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Church of England, is illustrated by an experience 
which I had about a year ago upon the occasion of the 
holding of the first Service in one of the many large towns 
of Ohio where, astheGeneralMissionary of the Diocese, it 
has been my duty and privilege to care for the isolated 
and neglected members of the Church by establishing 
missions or occasional Services. At this place, a county- 
seat, there was not an adherent of the Church to be 
found, and so, though the congregation was good for a 
stormy evening, and the Service, considering a number 
of adverse circumstances, was as satisfactory as could 
be expected, it did not look as if the result would justify 
the somewhat unusual expenditure of time, money, and 
energy which the Service had cost. It was, therefore, a 
source of encouragement and gratification to me when, 
as the congregation was disbanding, a middle-aged 
man with his half grown son lingered to thank me for 
the Service, and to request permission to accompany 
me to the hotel for some conversation about "your 
Church." 

When we reached my room he told me the following 
interesting story: "I am a farmer living twelve miles 
from town. I saw the announcement of your Service in 
our county paper, and, having lately become interested 
in the Episcopal Church, my son and I have driven all 
the way through the rain and mud to attend it. I have 
never been at one before, partly, because there has been 
a lack of convenient opportunity, and partly, because 
of a deep-rooted prejudice of thirty years' standing 
against that Church. In times past, as you may re- 
member, there was a great deal more of controversy 
and bigotry about matters of religion than there is 
now. The members of the rural congregation to which 
I belonged would have gone home feeling that they had 
not received their money's worth unless the preacher 
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had dwelt at some length upon the perfections of their 
sect and severely criticised its numerous rivals. One of 
the ministers who stood high in the estimation of us 
all for learning, because, as I have since concluded, he 
descanted a great deal concerning matters about which 
neither he nor his auditors knew anything, used fre- 
quently to go out of his way, for there was no parish 
within fifty miles of the place, to denounce the Episco- 
pal Church. As much of his reputation for learning 
rested upon his supposed familiarity with history, I did 
not question his representation that the Mother Church 
of England owed its existence to Henry VIII. From 
what he said about that monaiich and his Ecclesiastical 
handiwork, I naturally concluded that I never should go 
across the road to attend a Church Avhich had such an 
ignominious origin and between which and the Church 
of Rome there was nothing but the thinnest a,nd flimsi- 
est paper wall. Though I have since frequently spent 
more or less time in a city where you have many 
Churches, and though there has for years been a. parish 
within less than three hours' drive, the resolution formed 
so long ago has never been broken until this evening. 
This departure from a life-long course is accounted 
for by the fact that a much-beloved relative, who has 
long been one of the most respected ministers of the 
Denomination to which I belong, to the astonishment 
of everybody, became an Episcopalian a few weeks ago. 
Shortly after seeing the announcement of the change, I 
received a copy of the Prayer Book and certain publi- 
cations containing some account of the Episcopal 
Church, and ansAvers to popular ol)jection8 to her. 
There is, of course, no doubt in my mind as to whom I 
am indebted for them. Under the ciicumstances it was 
natural for me to read them attentively in the hope of 
discovering the reason for my friend's unexpected action. 
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Even the cursory examination which I first gave the 
Prayer Book led me to the conclusion that it was a 
pretty good book, even if Henry VIII. did make it. 
Then the pamphlets put the Episcopal Church, as to its 
origin, history, and relationship to Rome in a very dif- 
ferent light from that in which it was placed by tlie 
pulpit orators, from whom my knowledge of Ecclesias- 
tical History has been chiefly derived. After reading 
them I went back to the Prayer Book and have read 
much of it over, and over, with an ever-increasing sense 
of the beauty of its Services — hence my desire to join in 
their public use as I have had the privilege of doing this 
evening. And now I have a favor to ask of you. It is 
that 3'ou will outline a course of reading in the history 
of the English and American Episcopal Churches, and 
give me the address of a publisher from whom the books 
may be procured." 

It need hardly be said that this request was readily 
complied with. The next thing that the writer heard of 
the man was from the Rector of the nearest Church. He 
and a part of his large family had put in an appearance 
on a Sunday morning. After the Service he made him- 
self known and requested that he and his house might 
receive preparation for Confirmation at the Bishop's 
next visitation. All the family, who have arrived at 
the years of discretion, are now communicants of the 
Church. The man has proved to be a veritable mission- 
ary outside of his own household, for he has talked to 
his neighbors about the Church, and distributed broad- 
cast among them Prayer Books and tracts. So suc- 
cessful has he been that the community, which, owing to 
the recent construction of a railway and the establish- 
ment of a station for its convenience, is developing into 
a village, has determined to erect a Chapel and request 
the Bishop to send a Clergyman to minister to them. 
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There is, indeed, considerable reason for the wide- 
spread opinion that Henry VIII. founded the Church of 
England. Several new organizations were formed dur- 
ing that period. And so many changes were made in 
her government, doctrine, and worship as to make it 
very natural for people generally to suppose that the 
Reformed Church of Pjilgland was simply one among the 
new organizations. Then it was to the interest of the 
representatives of Romanism on the one hand, and of 
Denominationalism on the other, to encourage this im- 
pression. Both were anxious to make it appear that 
this (Church is a creature born of the Reformation. Ro- 
manists desired this because it could then be shown 
that so far as historic continuity and identity with the 
Church that our Lord founded are concerned, we are^no 
better off than any of the sects ; and Denominational- 
ists, because it puts our Church on the same footing with 
themselves. This accounts for the fact that history, as 
it is taught in our common schools, often does us fla- 
grant injustice. The author has heard no less a person- 
age than the principal of a high school, who afterwards 
became superintendent, tell his pupils that Henry VIII. 
founded the Episcopal Church. 

Episcopalians claim that the present Church of Eng- 
land is identical with that which was in the land before 
the Reformation. The changes in doctrine, govern- 
ment, and worship, though confessedly great, did not 
necessarily result in the creation of a new Church. This is 
because all such changes were merely reformatory and so 
stopped short of revolution. " I know that some people 
are to be found," writes Lord Selborne, "who pretend 
that a new Church of England was set up at that time, 
and the old Church cast out. For that pretense there 
is no foundation in law or in fact. A Church does not 
lose its identity of sameness, as an organized institution, 
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by changes in form or cei-emony. In the English 
Reformation, the organization of the Church, as the 
Church of England, was not displaced or broken at any 
single point. And I think it right to add, though it is 
not my object to enter at all into theological questions, 
that nothing was then done which made the Church of 
England really different in any point of substance 
affecting religious faith or practice from what it had 
originally been in the days of Augustine, the first Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury." 

The Reformation left the Church stripped of Roman 
bondage and corruptions, but this only rendered her, 
in all important respects, what she had been before the 
captivity, an independent, pure branch of the Catholic 
Church of Christ. "An old Gothic tower, founded cen- 
turies ago, might, in lapse of time, be so overgrown with 
ivy, and choked with rubbish, as to have all its original 
features concealed. If the ivy were pruned away, and 
the rubbish removed, it would not be a newly-founded 
tower, but the old one restored. But if the proprietor 
should build a new one on some other part of his estate, 
digging new foundations and raising new walls, this 
would be another tower, however closely it might re- 
semble the old one in its outward features." The point of 
difference between the Church of England and the vari- 
ous Denominations is seen in the fact that they were not 
even in existence before the Reformation, while she has 
come down in unbroken continuity from the Apostles. 
If, in an evil day, the United States should become tribu- 
tary to some foreign power from which, after a struggle 
of, say, three hundred years, our ]:>osterity succeeded in 
freeing themselves, and if they then returned to the full 
constitutional government which had been in force be- 
fore, and never more than partially set aside, would not 
the nation, at the end of the three centuries of subjuga- 
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tion, be historically the saiue as that which had pre- 
viously existed? If so, the Church of England was 
identically the same after the Eeformation as before. 

"Out of Lake Leman," as our poet Bishop, Coxe, of 
Western New York, puts it, " comes the ' arrowy Khone,' 
beautiful as light from theclearblue sky. You may have 
stood on the little promontory where the Arve issues 
forth to meet it— a red torrent from the Alps, once the 
crystal of melted snows, but now arrayed like a Papal 
legate. How the purer river writhes and refuses to be 
tainted ! How the red ruffian presses and pushes it to 
the wall ! Still the Ehone keeps up the contest as best 
he may. For a time he holds his own, but, alas! the 
I'ed wins, and the sapphire disappears. What is visible 
to the common eye is no longer the blue Rhone, but 
only the blood-colored Arve. Is the nobler river lost? 
By no means. It becomes the Rhone again, and rolls 
on superbly, through the broad lands, where Irenseus 
planted the Gospel, under the walls of Lyons and Aries, 
and so to the sea. Behold a parable that illustrates 
the Nicene Church in England, in her original glory, 
and in her restored identity." 

That the contrast between the Church of England, im- 
mediately before, and after, the Reformation did not nec- 
essarily interrupt the continuity of her history, has been 
aptly illustrated by the celebrated Dr. Hook, in a ser- 
mon preached before the Royal Family: "About two 
years ago," said he, "the very Chapel in which we are 
now assembled was repa,ired, certain disfigurements re- 
moved, certain improvements made. Would it not be 
absurd on that account to contend that it is no longer 
the Chapel Royal? Would it not be still more absurd if 
someone were to build a new Chapel in the neighbor- 
hood, imitating closely what this Chapel was five years 
ago, and carefully piling up all the dust and rubbish 
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which was at that time swept from hence, and then pro- 
nounce that, not this, to be the ancient Chapel of the 
sovereigns of England? The absurdity is at once ap- 
parent ; but this is precisely what has been done by the 
Koman Catholic or Papist. The present Church of 
England is the old Church of England reformed in the 
reigns of Henry, Edward, and Elizabeth, of certain su- 
perstitious errors ; it is the same Church which came 
down from our British and Saxon ancestors, and, as 
such, it possesses its original endowments, which were 
never, as ignorant persons foolishly suppose, taken 
from the Church and given to another." 

This point has been illustrated al; o by the washed 
face of a besmirched coal miner. The change gives the 
appearance of a complete transformation, or of a new 
creation ; and yet no one belieyes that the identity has 
been changed. "I make not," says Archbishop Bram- 
hall, A. D. 1593-1663, " the least doubt in the world but 
that the Church of England, before the Keformation, 
and the Church of England, after the Reformation, are 
as much the same Church, as a garden before it is 
weeded, and after it is weeded, is the same garden; 
or as a vine, before it is pruned, and after it is pruned 
and freed from luxuriant branches, is one and the same 
vine." "Be it known to all the world," said Bishop 
Hall, A. D. 1574-1656, "that our Church is only re- 
formed or repaired, not made new — there is not one 
stone of a new foundation laid by us; yea, the old walls 
stand still." 



The identity of the Church of England, which has 
been since the Reformation, with that which was before, 
is estabhshed by a variety of considerations. We shall 
here consider Ave of them. 



CONTINUITY OF THE ENGLISH CHUKCH. 225 

1. In all essentials of Catholic doctrine, worship, and 
government there was no change. This observation 
will, according to our design, receive full proof and illus- 
tration in other connections. We shall, for the present, 
do no more than simply call attention to the fact that 
our Book of Common Prayer is essentially the same as 
that which had been in use from the earliest times. 
During the Dark Ages, many Roman superstitions and 
corruptions crept into the various "Uses." The Re- 
formers, of course, eliminated these. The first Prayer 
Book of Edward VI., a. d. 1549, was mainly a simplifi- 
cation of the old Service Books, translated into English, 
with very little matter added. Indeed, Cranmer oifered 
to prove to all comers that "the Order," or, as we 
would say, the Prayer Book of the Church of England, 
as set out by the authority of King Edward VI., was 
the same as had been used in the Church for fifteen hun- 
dred years past — a challenge which was never taken ujj 
by any Roman Catholic. None of the revisions of 
1559, 1604, or 1662 seriously altered the character im- 
pressed upon the English Liturgy from the first. The 
Roman Liturgy was never used in England, except in 
some monasteries of foreign monks, and by the present 
Italian schism during the last one hundred and fifty 
years. 

2. Those who effected the English Reformation did 
not intend to abandon the old Church and to found a new 
one, nor did it even occur to them that they were doing 
so, in casting ofi" the Roman yoke. They put their house 
in order, but it was_ the same dwelling after as before. 
Mr. Gladstone says : "I can find no trace of that opin- 
ion which is now so common in the mouths of unthink- 
ing persons, that the Roman Catholic Church was 
abolished at the time of the Reformation, and that a 
Protestant Church was put in its place, nor does there 

C. A.— 15 
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appear to have been so much as a doubt, in the mind of 
any one of the Reformers, whether the Church legally 
established in England after the Reformation was the 
same institution with the Church legally established 
in England before the Reformation." The fact that 
the Roman Church was never, by any act of Parlia- 
ment, recognized as the Church of England, and the 
fact that the Reformed Church has always been regarded 
as the National Church, notwithstanding there were no 
acts of establishment passed in the reign of Henry VIII. , 
or any of his successors, are, in themselves, sufHcient to 
establish conclusively the claim of Episcopalians that 
the English Reformers did not intend to start a new 
Church, and that the Church of England after the Refor- 
mation was, and is, in history and law, identically the 
same Church that was the Church of England before that 
period. Then, while no statute can be cited which sug- 
gests that any new Church or body was formed at the 
Reformation, many official documents of the Reforma- 
tion period plainly show that there was no intention of 
breaking the Church's continuity. For example, in the 
Preface to the First Prayer Book of Edward VI., pub- 
lished at the very crisis of the Reformation, we find this 
statement: "The Service in this Church of England," 
it says, "these many years hath been read in Latin to 
the people." It was expressly declared in an Act passed 
in the year 1. '533 that "it is not intended to force the 
Church of England into an uncatholic position, or to 
change its charactei- as a sound branch of Christ's Holy 
Church." And when Queen Elizabeth was requested 
by the German Emperor to permit the Roman Catho- 
lics to set np a,n independent worship, she refused, upon 
the ground that "there is no new faith propagated in 
England, no religion set up but that which was com- 
mended by our Saviour, practiced by the primitive 
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Church, and unanimously approved by the Fathers of 
the best antiquity." 

In freeing herself from the Koman yoke and corrup- 
tions, the Church of England no more became a new 
Church, than she did, A\hen, after centuries of liberty 
and purity, she began to be yoked and corrupted. If 
the casting off of the Papacy, Indulgences, Mariola- 
try, and the like, made a new Church in England, then 
the imposition of them upon a Church that was cer- 
tainly wholly free of them for fi.ve centuries, and practic- 
ally so, for more than a thousand years, must have 
created a new English Church. " The Anglican Church," 
says Bishop Coxe, "was primitive and pure; she became 
enslaved and defiled ; she regained her liberties, she 
washed, and is clea,n. But she is none other to-day, as 
to individuality and identity, than she was when Ital- 
ians were sent to put chains upon her; when she shook 
her chains in defiance, as she chafed under them; when 
she lay down and slept awhile, baffled and degraded ; 
or when, at last, she woke and broke from her fetters, 
and began to be herself a,gain; until noAV, God has 
given her to many nations, and set her footsteps in 
the seas, and enabled us to say, 'Her sound is gone 
out into all lands, and her words into the ends of the 
world.'" 

3. Another strong evidence of the historical conti- 
nuity of the English Church is afforded by the fact that 
there was no transfer of property. The force of this argu- 
ment will be felt by all. If the Roman Church had been 
the Church of England before the Reformation, the Ro- 
manists now in England would have, at least, a moral 
title to all the Church property that had been accumu- 
lated up to the time of Henry VIII. But their own 
Bishops in England are on record as disclaiming any 
right whatsoever to such property. I have before me a 
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copy of a very interesting document entitled, " Declara- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Bishops, the Vicars Apos- 
tolic, and their Coadjutors in Great Britain," the ninth 
section of which is "On the claim of the British Catho- 
lics to the property of the Church established in Eng- 
land." It runs thus: "British Catholics are charged 
with entertaining a pretended right to the property of 
the established Church in England. We consider such a 
charge to be totally without foundation. We declare 
that we entertain no pretension to such a claim. We 
regard all the revenues and temporalities of the Church 
established as the property of those upon whom they 
are settled by the laws of the land. We disclaim any 
right, title or pretension in regard to the same." This 
declaration proves that even the Pope and his English 
representatives do not believe that the Church of Rome 
was the Church of England before the Reformation, 
otherwise there would be no such article in their pro- 
nunciamento. 

It has also been decided by the highest Civil Court of 
England that Rome has no title to English Church 
property. A nine hundred and ninety-nine years' lease 
of a piece of land to be used for military purposes was 
given by the Church to the Crown in 872. Upon its ex- 
piration some twenty years ago, it was adjudged that, 
according to the laws of the realm, "it reverts to the 
original owner, the party that gave the lease, namely, 
the Church of England." This lease was executed over 
six centuries before Henry VIII. was born. It conclu- 
sively establishes the identity of the Church of England 
in the reign of Queen Victoria, with the Church of Eng- 
land in the reign of King Alfred, thus witnessing to her 
continuous organic life through one thousand years 
of history. But a thousand years, long as the stretch 
of time is, far transcending the grasp of imagination. 
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pover but little over half of the Church's existence in 
England. Planted by St. Paul or St. Joseph, of Arima- 
thiea, or at least by some disciple who sat at the feet of 
the beloved St. John, she has come down through the 
British, the Anglo-Saxon, the Norman, the Mediaeval, 
the Reformation, and the Revolution periods to the 
present, "looking forth as the morning, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners." 

It is worthy of note, in passing, that the property at 
present possessed by the Church of England, speaking 
broadly, was given her before the Norman Conquest, a. 
D. 1066, or since the Reformation. The influence of 
Rome was but little greater in the first of these periods 
than it has been in the second. 

4. The name of the Church after the Reformation is 
the same as before — Ecelesia Anglicana — the Church of 
England. If theChurch of Rome had been the Church of 
England until the reign of Henry VIII., the name would 
have borne witness to it, and would have been neces- 
sarily changed, but, as it is, the unchanged name bears 
strong testimony to the identity of the present Church 
of England with that which was before theReformation. 

5. But a most conclusive evidence of the identity of 
the present, Church of England with that of the pre-Re- 
formation period, is the fact that the whole nation, with 
scarcely a dissenting voice, consented to the changes 
which terminated the usurped jurisdiction of the Pope 
in England, and restored to the Crown its ancient au- 
thority over both the temporal and spiritual estates of 
the realm. It is popularly and erroneously supposed 
that there would have been'no Reformation of the Eng- 
lish Church, but for the iniquitous matrimonial projects 
of Henry VIII., the consummation of which made neces- 
sary the repudiation of the Roman supremacy. As a 
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matterof fact, however, nothing can be more confidently 
predicted than that the Reformation of England would 
have taken place very much as it did, and at about the 
same time, even if the King had seen fit to resist, rather 
than abet it. "Revolutions which shake the deepest 
foundations of society, and destroy old forms of belief ; 
reformations for which a world is anxiously looking, do 
not take their rise from the will of a single individual. 
They are the slow growth of time, the outcome and 
final result of centuries of forgetfulness of duty, and of 
infinite and wide-spread mismanagement. It is as great 
a folly to attribute the English Reformation to the will 
of Henry, as to ascribe the gradual and necessary prog- 
ress of the Papacy wholly to the False Decretals, or to 
assert that the French Revolution sprang from a single 
cause. At the time of Henry's accession, the Reforma- 
tion was already in existence, silently working and fer- 
menting in the minds of all men. Any occasion might 
give it birth; at any moment any individual — a monk 
in Germany, or a King in England — might call it 
forth, and clothe it with a shape and a name." Henry 
Vin. waiS therefore, in reality, but the gilded hand 
on the outside of the dial — the hour to strike was 
determined by the obscure but weighty movements 
within. 

There had been a time when the Roman sway was, 
upon the whole, beneficial to England, but that time 
had passed. Adam Smith goes none too far when he 
says: "During the tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and thir- 
teenth centuries, and for some time before and after 
that period " — that is to say, during the time of Papal 
domination in England — "the constitution of the 
Church of Rome may be considered as the most formid- 
able combination that was ever formed against the 
authority and security of civil government, as well as 
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against the liberty, happiness, and reason of mankind." 
"In nearly every way," says Dean Farrar, "material 
and moral, the Papacy was a curse to. England." 

Their hovel Courts of Appeal, and the usurped power 
of appointing to vacant Bishoprics and benefices, 
enabled the Popes at will effectually to resist the con- 
stitutional legal machinery ; to introduce innumerable 
corru])ting agencies, and more and more to gratify tlieir 
insatiable greed for money by a system of extortion so 
stupendous and unconscionable, as really to amount to 
wholesale robbery, the like of which the world perhaps 
never witnessed before or since. Some faint idea of the 
extent of that stream of gold which, during the Dark 
Ages, flowed to Rome from England, may be gathered 
from the recorded complaint of the House of Commons, 
made as early as the year a. d. 1376. It was main- 
tained on the floor of the house that " the sums paid to 
the Pope by those alone, who were indebted to him for 
Ecclesiastical preferment, amounted to five times as 
much as the taxes of the whole realm, which accrued to 
His Majesty, the King, and that there was no monarch 
in Christendom so rich as to possess the fourth part of 
the trea.sure which was annually exported from Eng- 
land to Rome." Bishop Grey; who was translatf-d from 
Winchester to York in A. d. 1215, was compelled to pay 
to the Pope, for receiving the pall, a sum equivalent to 
fifty thousand dollars of our money. In the light of 
this, how ridiculous it would be were the Pope to make 
any serious claim to the property of the Church of Eng- 
land. He impoverished our Mother Church, but did 
not put so much as a penny into her endowments and 
buildings. The money that went to Rome would have 
built and endowed a hundred cathedrals and colleges, 
but that which came from thence would not have kept a 
single Italian monk from starvation; 
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The people generally had long been convinced that 
things could not always go on in this way. And it is a. 
great, though strangely prevalent, mistake, to suppose 
that Henry VIII. was the first to take steps far the pur- 
pose of curbing the rapacity of the Roman potentate. 
Nothing could be wider from the truth. Indeed, eo 
accustomed were the people to struggle against the 
encroachments of the Pope, and so many were the laws 
which they had in different ages enacted for their self- 
defense, that, when Henry YJII. found it convenient for 
more reasons than the one usually assigned, toexercise, 
even in Ecclesiastical affairs, the prerogative of ruling 
his Kingdom without interference from the Pontiff— a 
prerogative which the great majority of his predecessors 
had exercised — he had but little to do beyond the en- 
forcement of long-exsiting laws. 

The proof of all this is admirably set forth by Dr. 
Ingram, a London barrister, in his excellent volume, 
entitled "England and Rome, A History of the Rela- 
tions Between the Papacy and the English State and 
Church, from the Norman Conquest to the Revolution 
in 1668." After a most scholarly and exhaustive 
presentation of the whole subject in the light of full 
quotations from the statutes of the realm, it is asked : 
"What Ecclesiastical jurisdiction did the Pope possess 
in England at the accession of Henry VII. in 1485," 
that is, thirty-two years before Luther commenced his 
reformatory work, and fifty-seven years before Henry 
VIII. broke with Clement VII.? The answer to this ques- 
tion is to the effect that the Pope was possessed of no 
such jurisdiction whatsoever. " The Pope could not ap- 
point, translate, suspend, or depose a Bishop, or regu- 
lar Prelate in England. . He could not appoint to an 
English prebend or benefice; and every Englishman who 
accepted a preferment at home from the Pope, without 
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the King's leave, was liable to banishment and forfeiture 
of all his property. A Papal excommunication of itself, 
had not the slightest effect in England. No one could 
receive, read, or publish such a document, or any other 
Papal sentence or process without leave of the King." 

It may be conceded that the Popes, during several 
reigns, practically ruled, and grievously spoiled, the 
Church of England, notwithstanding the laws of the 
realm. But it should be remembered that they were 
permitted to do this by the Kings who found it to their 
real or imaginary political interest to be on friendly 
terms with so great a potentate. Not one of them since 
the Plantagenets, had possessed a strictly legitimate 
claim to the crown, and they needed the support of 
Rome to prop up their thrones. Though the people 
were exceedingly long suffering, yet their spoliations 
and wrongs sometimes became intolerable. At such 
times they not infrequently offered effectual protest. 
The forcing of the Magna Charta from the despicable 
John in the year 1215, is an illustration in point. This 
celebrated document provided both in its opening and 
closing sentences for the recognition and restoration of 
the ancient hberty of the Church to govern itself. 

As we approach the Reformation, we find the nation 
growing more and more impatient of Papal interfer- 
ences and exactions. This accounts for the phenomenal 
success of Henry VIII. in freeing himself and people 
from the Roman grasp. Romanists and Denomina- 
tionalists have joined hands in efforts to make it ap- 
pear that this self-willed and burly King so intimidated 
his cowering subjects that they espoused his cause 
against the Pope, notwithstanding their sympathies 
and prayers were with "His Holiness." This view is 
contrary to the witness of all trustworthy contempora- 
ries who have left on record their impressions concerning 
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the temper of the people. Even Bishop Gardiner, who 
in the next reign opposed the Reformation, and suf- 
fered five years' imprisonment in the Tower of London, 
and was made Lord Chancellor by "Bloody" Mary, 
tells us: "All who have been born and reared in Eng- 
land, learned and unlearned, men and women, are 
agreed upon this point that they have nought to do 
with Rome." And a correspondent of Cardinal Pole 
writes: "One thing yet resteth that I thought conven- 
ient to advertise you of wherein I do perceive ye be 
ignorant, which is this: Ye write in one part of your 
book that ye think the hearts of the subjects of this 
realm greatly oifended with abolishing of the Bishop of 
Rome's usurped authority in this realm, as if all the 
people, or most part of them, took the matter as ye do. 
Wherein I do answer ye be deceived. If, at this day, the 
King's grace would go about to renew in his realm the 
said abolished authority of the Bishop of Rome, I think 
he should And much more difficulty to bring it about in 
his Parliament, and to induce his people to agree there- 
unto, than anything that ever he proposed in his Par- 
liament since his first reign." Dr. Ingram says: "It is 
even absurd to speak of the existence of coercion at a 
time when the King, the two Universities, the two Con- 
vocations, all the Monasteries, Colleges, Chapters, and 
Hospitals in the Kingdom, and the two Houses of Par- 
liament were of the same mind." 

Thus, there can be no question that the Reformation 
would have come about in England some time in the 
course of the sixteenth centur,y, when it was taking 
place in all the surrounding nations, even if Henry VIII. 
had been content to retain Catherine of Aragon as his 
wife. So unanimously resolved upon casting off the 
Papal yoke were the people, that of all their represen- 
tatives at Parliament, only one Bishop, Fisher, and one 



CONTINUITY OP THE ENGLISH CHDKCH. 235 

Layman of note, Sir Thomas More, voted against the 
various constitutional legislative acts which terminated 
the already illegal Papal tyranny and robbery in Eng- 
land. Of the nine thousand eight hundred Clergy, only 
one himdred and eighty-six refused to assent to the Re- 
formed OtRces in 1559. Investigation would. doubtless 
show that most of these were foreign intruders. And 
when the Nation and Church, at the accession of Eliza- 
beth, finally and forever repudiated the usurped author- 
ity of the Pope, only one hundred and ninety-two out of 
more than nine thousand Clergy refused to subscribe to 
tjie Prayer Book, and only eighty of these were Rectors 
of Churches. 

This unanimity puts the identity and continuity of 
the present Church of England with that which was be- 
fore the Reformation beyond the possibihty of doubt. 
The whole nation, not excepting even Fisher and More, 
for they did not withdraw from the Church, belonged to 
it after the repudiation of the Pope's authority as they 
had done before. It was, therefore, the same Church 
minus the unconstitutional interferences of the Papacy. 
During long centuries of her early history, the Church of 
England, notwithstanding her independence of Roman 
authority, had flourished and been universally recog- 
nized as a true branch of the Catholic Church of Christ ; 
and now that she has regained her ancient liberty and 
purity, she is unquestionably the same Church that she 
was before and during the period of her captivity and 
corruption — the Church of England in unbroken con- 
tinuity from the time of Archbishop Theodore, who 
about the year 670 consohdated the various Churches 
of the Heptarchy into one National Church, the Mother 
of English-speaking Christianity, the rock from which 
the American Episcopal Church is hewn, 
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N6T originally a mission of ROME. 

MANY of the facts produced in proof of the identity 
of the present Church of England with the 
Church of that country before the Eeformation, 
also prove that the Church of Eome was not the un- 
reforined Church of England. Indeed, if the identity for 
which wp have been contending be not fiction, the very 
fact that the present Church of England is not the 
Church of Rome proves that she never was such. For if 
this had ever been the case, it must still be so, or else 
the identity of which we have spoken does not exist. In 
establishing the historical continuity of the Mother 
Church, we have, therefore, necessarily established her 
constitutional independence of Rome; nevertheless, it 
will be well to make this appear from other points of 
view. 

That the Church of England up to the Reformation 
was not, as Ultramontanists represent, simply a branch 
of the Church of Rome is evident from her origin. Just 
when, and by whom, the Chyrch was planted in England, 
can probably never be satisfactorily determined. " We 
see the light of the Word shined here, but see not who 
kindled jt." But that it w-as very early and not by the 
Roman Church is certain. One tradition to which many 
learned men have been inclined to give credence, tells us 
that St. Paul; himself, preached in Britain. That he 
visited Northern Europe seems more than probable 
from his Epistle to the Romans, where he expresses his 
intention of taking a missionary journey into Spain, 
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Thence he might easily have sailed to England. Clem- 
ent, of Eome, a disciple of St. Paul, and mentioned with 
commendation by him in his Epistle to the Philippi- 
ans, about a. d. 97, twenty years after the deatli of the 
Apostle, says, that in preaching the Gospel, St. Paul 
"went to the utmost bounds of the West." Nowthisex- 
pre8sion,"the utmost boundsof the West,"is theepithet 
that the ancients ordinarily used in speaking of the 
British Isles which composed the principal and alto- 
gether the best-known part of the most westernly por- 
tions of the land that appeared on the maps during the 
first centuries of the Christian era. Eusebius, a. d. 325, 
says that one of the Apostles "visited the British Isles," 
and Theodoret, about a century later, mentions Britain 
as one place where St. Paul labored. Hore concludes 
his scholarly summing up the authorities with the re- 
mark: "There can be no reasonable ground for doubt- 
ing that the British Church was not only of very ancient, 
but also of Apostolic foundation." 

That the early Church of Britain was not a Roman 
Mission is certain. For when in A. d. 597 the Bishop of 
Rome sent Augustine with a band of missionaries to 
the Island, they found an ancient, regularly organized 
Church. As Bishop Fuller quaintly expresses it: "Re- 
ligion came into Britain, not by the semi-circle of Rome, 
but in a direct line from the Asiatic Churches." The 
celebrated jurist, Blackstone, says: "The ancient Brit- 
ish Church, by whomsoever planted, was a stranger to 
the Bishop of Rome, and all his pretended authority." 
"We may appeal to the English word, 'Church,' which 
comes from the Greek 'Kyriakon,' meaning 'the Lord's 
House,' " a term which no Rom'an ever applied to a 
Christian congregation or place of worship. Ecclesia, 
"the called forth," or "the separated," was the word 
which he used. As Bishop Wordsworth observes, "it is 
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not credible that, if the Church of England had been de- 
rived from Rome, it should have been designated by a 
title foreign to Rome." The difference between the two 
Churches in matters of ceremony, which soon became a 
source of contention, also shows that the native Church 
was not one of Roman origin.. Evidence to this effect 
still exists. All the English Cathedrals and old Churches 
were built with the Chancel to the East, and the main 
entrance at the West. No such universal respect was 
paid to the points of the compass in Ultramontane 
countries. Rome had no Trinity Sunday in her Eccle- 
siastical year before the end of the fourteenth century, 
and she still names the Sundays following Pentecost 
until Advent after that Festival, whereas we name them 
after the feast of the adorable Trinity. This was the 
case before the Reformation, as may be seen by reference 
to the Old Sarum Missal, for example, "the 10th Sun- 
day after the Feast of the Holy Trinity." Thus, as long 
as one stone remaius upon another, and while we adhere 
to our respective Liturgies, there will remain monunjen- 
tal and documentary witnesses of great antiquity and 
worth to the independent origin of the English Church. 



It has often been represented that the original Celtic 
population, and with it the native Church of Britain, 
were all but annihilated by the Angles and Saxons, who 
in the fifth and sixth centuries frequently invaded the 
Island and eventually conquered the greater part of it, 
and that the Roman Mission was so successful in the 
conversion of the new inhabitants that the date of its 
establishment may properly be reckoned as the begin- 
ning of the present Church of England. If this represen- 
tation were true, we, as members of the Anghean Com- 
munion, would have no interest to serve by calling it in 
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question. For it would be an honorable origin for our 
Mother Church. During the first six or eight centuries, 
the Church of Kome was as pure a branch of the Catho- 
lic Church as any on earth. But even if Christianity 
had been planted in England by Kome, her pretended 
right to be called the Church of England to the time of 
the Reformation, could not possibly be established. 
The argument from which it might appear to the unre- 
flecting that such a claim had been made good, would 
prove quite too much to the thoughtful, namely, that 
the Church of Rome and Itah^ should be subject to the 
Church of Jerusalem and Palestine. 

But the representation is not true. The native 
Church was not annihilated. We read that numerous 
Synods of the Welsh Bishops were held during the sixth 
century, at some of which there were as many as one 
hundred and nineteen Bishops present ; this number 
being doubtless made up chiefly of abbots, monastic 
Bishops, and the Bishops driven thither from English 
Sees. The most important of these Church assemblies 
were held at Brevi, near Lampeter, A. d. 569, and Lucus 
Yictorae, A. d, 570, both presided over by St. David, 
who had been consecrated Bishop by the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem, thus adding an independent strand in 
our Apostolic Succession. 

Nor was the conversion of the Anglo-Saxon con- 
querors due to the Roman Mission in auy such degree as 
is popularly supposed. As Mr. Gladstone says: "It was 
not by the action of Rome that the whole of England 
was converted. A very large portion of England was 
converted, not by the action of the Roman missionaries, 
but from the North." Christianity was really restored 
to fully nine-tenths of the Island by missionaries, who 
either went out or received their inspiration from the 
ancient Celtic Monasteries of lona. and Lindisfarne. To 
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St. Aidan, founder of the latter, and not to St. Augus- 
tine, really belongs the credit of evangelizing the Anglo- 
Saxons. The foreign missionaries did not succeed in 
permanently planting the Church beyond the Kingdom 
of Kent. The remaining six divisions of the Heptarchy 
were Christianized by the native missionaries. If we 
illustrate by the hand the relative size of the territories 
of which Augustine and Aidan were respectively the 
apostles, we shall see that to the foreigner belongs 
about as much as is represented by the portion between 
the. ends of the fingers and the first joint, leaving the 
balance of the fingers and the palm to represent the 
territory that wag rechristianized by the Celtic mis- 
sionaries. 

And even the credit for the conversion of Kent is by 
no means wholly due to Rome. Augustine found a 
powerful and indispensable ally in the Queen, who was 
a Galilean, that is, French not Romish, Christian. She 
must at least share equally with the monks, the credit 
of the King's conversion, and the wonderful wholesale 
Baptism of the little kingdom which followed. They be- 
gan their work of evangelization in her Canterbury 
Chapel which has now borne the name of St. Martin of 
Tours for nearly thirteen centuries.* 

The words of the profoundly learned and accurate 
historian, Lightfoot, late Bishop of Durham, and his 
quotation from the French statesman and author, 
Montalembert, a Roman Catholic, confirm our repre- 
sentation in respect to the relative extent and success of 
the labors of the foreign as compared with native Mis- 
sionaries. " Of the triumphs of the Celtic Evangelists," 
says Dr. Lightfoot, "something has been said already. 
If we desire to know the secret of their success it is soon 
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told. It was the power of earnest, simple, self-denying 
lives, pleading with a force which no eloquence of words 
can command. But, whatever may be the explanation, 
the fact remains. lona succeeded where Eome had 
failed." "From the cloisters of Lindisfarne," writes 
Montalembert, "and from the heart of those districts 
in which the popularity of ascetic Pontiffs, such as 
Aidan and martyr kings, such as Oswald and Oswin, 
took day by day a deeper root, Northumbrian Chris- 
tianity spread over the southern Kingdoms. What is 
distinctly visible is the influence of the Celtic Priests 
and missionaries everywhere replacing and seconding 
Roman missionaries, and reaching districts where their 
predecessors had never been able to enter. The stream 
of the Divine Word thus extended itself from North to 
South, audits slow but certain course reached in succes- 
sion all the people of the Heptarchy. Of the eight 
Kingdoms of Anglo-Saxon confederation, that of Kent 
alone was exclusively won and retained by the Eoman 
monks, whose first attempts among the East Saxons 
and Northumbrians ended in failure. In Wessex and in 
East Anglia, the Saxons of the West and Angles of the 
East were converted by the combined action of conti- 
nental missionaries and Celtic monks. As to the two 
Northumbrian Kingdoms, and those of Essex and Mer- 
cia, which comprehended in themselves more than two 
thirds of the territory occupied by the German con- 
querors, these four counties owed their final conversion 
exclusively to the peaceful invasion of Celtic monks, who 
not only rivaled the zeal of the Roman monks, but 
who, the first obstacles surmounted, showed much more 
perseverance, and gained much more success. Sussex 
still remained 'heathen ; Sussex, the smallest of all but 
one of the earliest founded ; Sussex, the immediate neigh- 
bors of the Roman missionaries in Kent; Sussex was at 

C. A.— 16 
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last stormed and taken. And here again the conqueror 
of this last stronghold of heathendom, though an 
ardent champion of the Eoman cause, was a Northum- 
brian by birth. Wilfred had been a pupil of Aidan, and 
his missionary inspiration was drawn from Lindis- 
farne." 



III. 

ROMAN ENCROACHMENTS AND THEIR RESISTANCE. 

BUT it is said that, however it may be in regard to 
the planting of the Church among the Britains 
and the conversion of the Anglo-Saxon conquer- 
ors, the fact remains that from the time of Augustine, 
A. D. 596, to the Reformation, about the middle of the 
sixteenth century, the headship of the Pope was as fully 
recognized in England as in the See of Rome. We have 
already had repeated occasions to show the utter base- 
lessness of this pretension, but inasmuch as line upon 
line, and precept upon precept is necessary to remove 
the effect of inherited misconceptions, especially when, 
as in this case, they are deepened by the persistent reit- 
eration of falsehood, we shall here speak of the resist- 
ance, which, at every step, was offered to the encroach- 
ments of Rome upon the liberties of the Church. 

The Italian missionary was not long content in con- 
fining himself to the work of converting the heathen 
conquerors of Kent, but felt called upon to meddle with 
the worship, ceremonies, and observances of the native 
.Church in order that they might be conformed to the 
Roman usage. It is probable that, but for Augustine's 
haughty demeanor, he would have succeeded in pur- 
suading the Celts to make some of the desired changes. 
In A. D. 603, seven Bishops, accompanied by many 
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learned men from the famous Monastery of Bangor, 
met him in a conference. Augustine and his monks, 
failed to rise and to receive courteous!}' the Bishops 
and their attendants upon their arrival. This slight 
set the natives against the foreigners. So wheu Augus- 
tine had explained the object of the meeting, and made 
his demands, it was replied in substance: "We will ob- 
serve none of your customs, nor accept you as our 
chief. If you would not rise up to us just now, how 
much more will you despise us if we begin to be subject 
to you. We indeed owe fraternal love to the Church of 
God and to the Bishop of Rome, but we owe no obedi- 
ence to him whom you call Pope. Besides, we cannot 
submit ourselves to him or to you, his representative, 
because we are already subject to the Metropolitan 
Bishop of Caerleon on-Usk [now the See of St. David's, 
Wales], who is, under God, our spiritual overseer." Of 
the eight Sees of these seven British Bishops and their 
Archbishop, all of which were in existence at least a hun- 
dred years before the coming of .Augustine, two, Lan- 
Patern and Morgan, are extinct ; the other six, namely, 
Hereford, Worcester, Landaff, Bangor, St. Asaph, 
and St. David's, have existed continuously from that 
day to this; a standing visible proof of a Christianity 
still existing in Britain, that was not brought there by 
Roman missionaries. 

The conference between Augustine and the British 
Bishops, marks the first of a series of protests against 
Roman encroachments that extended through a thou- 
sand years, of which we can take notice of only a few, in 
the briefest words possible. 

Toward the close of the seventh century, Wilfred, 
Bishop of York, had some difficulty with Theodore, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Wilfred appealed his case 
to the Bishop of Rome who commanded that he should 
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be reinstated into his Bishopric. The matter came up 
for consideration before the Wit an or the ParUa,ment of 
those days. "Who," said the rulers of the nation, in 
effect, "who is the Pope and what are his decrees? 
What have they to do with us, or we with them ? Have 
we not the right and power to manage our own affairs, 
and to punish in our discretion all offenders against 
our laws and customs?" So they burned the parch- 
ment containing the Pope's directions, and cast Wil- 
fred into prison. Afterwards, in the National Anglo- 
Saxon Synod of Osterfield, Wilfred reproached the 
members with having "openly opposed the Pope's 
authority for twenty-two years together." 

In A. D. 747, when it was proposed at a Council to 
refer difHcult questions to the Bishop of Rome, those 
present refused to entertain it, and declared they would 
submit to the authority of the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury in such matters. 

The Anglo-Saxon Church was certainly independent 
of Rome down to the Norman Conquest, A. d. 1066. 
For when William was making his plans for the sub- 
jugation of England, he secured the Pope's blessing and 
cooperation upon the representation that he desired to 
bring the Church of this country under the dominion of 
the Roman See. This was the surest way to gain the 
Pope's approval, for, as the historian Freeman says in 
his Norman Conquest, "England's crime in the eyes of 
Rome — ^the crimeto punish which, William's crusade was 
approved and blessed — was the independence still re- 
tained by the Island, Church, and Nation. A land where 
the Church and Nation were but different names for the 
same community, a land where Priests and Prelates 
were subject to the law like other men, a land where the 
King and his Witan gave and took away the staff of a 
Bishop, was a land which, in the eyes of Rome, was more 
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dangerous than a land of Jews and Saracens." But 
William, after his successful conquest, was quite as 
loath to give the country over to Papal dominion as 
his predecessors had been. In a letter to the Pope he 
writes thus: "Thy legate Hubert, Holy Father, hath 
called upon me in thy name to take the oath of fealty 
to thee and to thy successors, and to exert myself in en- 
forcing the more regular payment of the money which 
my predecessors were accustomed to remit to the 
Church of Rome. One request I have granted, the other 
I refuse. Homage to thee I have not chosen, nor do I 
choose, to do. I never made a promise to that effect, 
neither do I find that it was ever performed by my pred- 
ecessors to thine." A word of explanation in regard 
to the money referred to in William's letter is necessary 
to prevent misunderstanding. It was not an obliga- 
tory tribute, but a voluntary gift, for the support of a 
school at Rome where English youths were to have in 
return the advantages of a liberal education. "The 
regularity of its payment depended upon the pros- 
perity of the country, and upon the rise and fall of the 
Church of Rome in popular esteem." 

Early in the twelfth century, Warelowst, Bishop of 
Exeter, was sent to Rome for the purpose of bearing 
official protestation against the repeated effort of the 
Pope to meddle with English affairs, and of explaining 
to His Holiness "that the Church and realm of England 
occupied a different position from the continental king- 
doms and Churches, and had always been independent 
of Papal jurisdiction." "There are abundant proofs," 
writes Bishop Coxe, "that the Anglican Church was 
everywhere recognized as maintaining an exceptional 
position, other than that of the Latin Churches con- 
nected with 'the Holy Roman Empire.' The Council of 
Bari, A. d. 1098, when Anselm's spare and modest 
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figure was hidden from Urban II., at a humble distance 
from his throne, he cried out, 'Anselm, father and mas- 
ter, where art thou?' When he very meekly advanced, 
the Pontiff gave him a privileged seat, and added, ' We 
include him indeed in our cecumene, but as the Pope of 
another cecumene.' Whatever meaning he may have 
attached to his almost prophetic words, it is evident 
that he regarded him as a Patriarch, and as somewhat 
which others were not." 

To this period also belongs the famous correspond- 
ence of Pope Pascal II., who wrote to the King and 
Bishops of England two letters, which, as has frequently 
been observed, show beyond all doubt that, at the time 
when the Papal power was at its zenith, the Church 
of England was a thoroughly self-governing body, 
possessed of its own system of Ecclesiastical law and 
administration, and also that the Pope's power of visi- 
torial interference had no existence. The letters are too 
long for transcription here, but a short extract or two 
will be sufficient to demonstrate the truth of the above 
observation. "From the Apostles St. Peter and St. 
Paul," says the Pope, "the custom has been handed 
down to us that the more weighty affairs of the Church 
should be managed or reviewed by our See. But you, 
in despite of this long-established custom, settle- 
among yourselves the business relating to Bishops, 
without even consulting us. You will not allow the op- 
pressed to make their appeals to the Apostolic See. You 
venture without our knowledge to celebrate the Coun- 
cils and Synods. You even attempt, without our 
knowledge, to make translation of Bishops, an un- 
warrantable liberty; as such affairs ought not to be at- 
tempted except by our authority. If for the future, you 
are willing to pay a due respect to the Apostolic See, 
we will treat you as brothers and sons ; but if you per- 
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sist in your obstinacy we shall shake off the dust of our 
feet against you, and deliver you to the vengeance of 
God as backsliders from the Catholic Church." 

Resistance to the encroachment of the Popes, not- 
withstanding this threat, was persisted in until the be- 
ginning of the thirteenth century, less than two hundred 
years before the Reformation, when, through thetraitor, 
King John, the State and Church were all but given over 
as plunder to Rome. But this they did not submit to 
long. The Archbishop of Canterbury became the head 
of a great popular uprising which left the King helpless 
in spite of all that his ally, the Pope, could do for him. 
On June 15th, A. D. 1215, John was compelled to sign 
the famous Magna Charta. The first provision of this 
renowned document runs: "The Church of England 
shall be free a,nd hold her rights entire and her liberties 
inviolate. After specifying these rights and providing 
for the freedom of the subject, and law and order in the 
realm, the Charta concludes with a reassertion of its 
initial principle: "That the Church of England be free, 
and that all men have and hold the aforesaid liberties 
truly and peaceably, freely and quietly, and wholly in 
all things and in all places forever." 

About the middle of the thirteenth century, Robert, 
a celebrated Bishop of Lincoln, successfully resisted at- 
tempted Papal interference in the affairs of his Diocese. 
In his sermons he boldly connected the misery of the 
people with the wickedness of the Popes, whom he char- 
acterized as devouring wolves in sheep's clothing. Said 
he: "The Roman Pontiff and his Court are the foun- 
tain and the origin of all the evils of the Church." 

In the year 1307, Parliament protested against the 
multiplied forms of Papal exaction, and refused to 
allow the Pope's tax gatherer to leave the country with 
money he bad collected. Shakespeare was not mistaken 
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in putting these vigorous words in the mouth of the 
England of this period : 

"Thou canst not, Cardinal, devise a name 
So slight, unworthy, and ridiculous 
To charge me to an answer, as the Pope. 
Tell him this tale ; and from the mouth of England 
Add thus much more — that no Italian Priest 
Shall tithe or toll in our dominions. 
Though you, and all the kings of Christendom 
Are led so grossly bj this meddling Priest, 
Dreading the curse that money may buy out, 
And by the merit of vile gold, dross, dust. 
Purchase corrupted pardon of a man. 
Who in that sale sells pardon from himself, 
Yet I alotie, alone do me oppose 
Against the Pope, and count his friends my foes." 

Toward the middle of the fourteenth century, " the 
foreign Clergy were expelled from the country, ships 
which brought them hither were confiscated, and any 
who brought Papal letters or bulls into the land, were 
condemned to forfeit all their possessions. Soon after- 
ward, the Statutes of Provisors and Prajmunire were 
passed. The first of these ordered that " Kings and all 
their Lords are to present unto benefices of their own 
or their ancestors' foundations, and not the Pope of 
Eome," and the second that "all who should sue for re- 
dress in the Papal court should be put out of the pro- 
tection of the laws of England, and forfeit all their 
goods to the State." It was about this time that John 
Wickliffe, "the Morning Star of the Eeformation," was 
engaged in his wonderful work of opposing the Komish 
encroachments, and in translating the Bible into Eng- 
lish. This was one hundred and fifty years before the 
time of Martin Luther. 

A little later, in A. d. 1420, "Archbishop Chichele, 
when censured by Pope Martin V. for not disregarding 
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the Englisti laws which prevented the Popes from app'oint- 
ing to English benefices, told him that he, himself, was 
the only Bishop in England who did pay a:ny attention 
to orders from Kome ; and when Martin, by way of reply, 
took away from him his rank of ex-ofBcio legate, and 
bestowed that title on another Bishop, proceeding fur- 
ther to excommunicate all the other Prelates, and to 
threaten an interdict, his Bulls were stopped by the 
government, and the Archbishop appealed at once to a 
General Council, while the new legate was never suffered 
to act in that character." 

Finallj'-, about a century later, came the Kef ormation 
when the Papal yoke of which the Avhole nation had all 
along been so impatient was at last cast off. "In 
March a. d. 1534, the Convocation of Canterbury de- 
clared that 'the Bishop of Rome hath no greater juris- 
diction conferred on him by God over this country than 
any other foreign Bishop,' and in the following June, the 
Convocation of York adopted the same resolution." 

Even this necessarily rapid and condensed sketch of 
the resistance of the Church of England to the encroach- 
ments of the Papacy upon her liberties, is quite sufficient 
to justify a passage in one of the earlier writings of Car- 
dinal Manning: "If," said he, "any man will look down 
along the line of early English History, he will see a 
standing contest between the rulers of this land and ol 
the Bishops of Rome. The Crown and the Church of 
England, with a steady opposition, resisted the en- 
trance and encroachment of the secularized Ecclesias- 
tical power of the Pope of Rome. The last rejection of 
it was no more than a successful effort after many a^ 
failure in a struggle of the like kind." "Through the 
long ages of Roman domination," writes Bishop Light- 
foot, "the English Church was the least enslaved of all 
the Churches. Her statute book is a continued protest 
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against this foreign aggression. Her ablest kings were 
the resolute opponents of Roman usurpation. When 
the yoke was finally thrown off, though the strong will 
of the reigning sovereign was the acting agent, yet it 
was the independent will of the Clergy and of the people 
which rendered the change possible. Hence there was 
no break in the continuity of the English Church." 



No labored or extended argument is now needed to 
prove that the Mother Church of England is a true 
branch of the Catholic Chui'ch of Christ. We need only 
to appeal to the history tha,t has been reviewed, and to 
the Roman Church itself. For it must be remembered 
that the English Church continued in communion with 
the Church of Rome until the promulgation of the Pope's 
Bull of excommunica.tion in the year 1570, which was 
thirty-five years after the repudiation by Parliament 
and Convocation of the usurped Papal Supremacy in 
England. During this lone interval of a full genera- 
tion, Anglican Sacraments and Orders were regarded as 
valid at Rome. And if the English Church retained her 
Catholicity for so many years after the Reformation, 
no living man can show why she has not continued to 
be truly Catholic until the present day. Rome has never 
questioned the Catholicity of the Anglican Church be- 
tween the landing of Augustine and the Reformation. 
She cannot deny the Catholic character of the pre-Au- 
gustinian Church in Britain, for the British Bishops 
had undisputed seais in the great Church Councils. Nor 
has the Roman Church ever formally declared through 
any of her Popes or Councils the invalidity of Anglican 
Orders. 

In view of all this, we may well ask with a writer in 
one of the periodicals: "Are Romanists sincere when 
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they allege, as an historical fact, that Henrj' VIII. was 
the founder of the English Church? Alfonso M. Lig- 
uori, a Doctor of the Roman Communion, saj^s in ' The 
History of Heresies and Their Refutation:' 'Mary, 
likewise, proclaimed the innocence of Cardinal Pole, and 
requested Julius III. to send him to England as his leg- 
ate a latere. He arrived soon after, and, at the request 
of the Queen, reconciled the Kingdom again to the 
Church, and absolved it from schism. On the Vigil of 
St. Andrew, A. d. 1554, he confirmed in their Sees the 
Catholic Bishops, though installed in the time of the 
schism, and recognized the new Sees established by 
Henry. All this was confirmed by Paul IV.' In this 
proclamation, the Bishops are styled 'Catholic,' and 
the Anglican Church is represented as being in schism, 
but no mention of Henry being the founder of the Eng- 
lish Church is made, although this would have been the 
proper time to have asserted the fact, if such was the 
case." Thus the Popes and Roman historians being 
witnesses, the Church of England is a true branch of the 
One, Holy, Cathohc and Apostolic Church of Christ. 



This apologetic dissertation concerning the Mother 
Church of our race would be incomplete without some 
fuller reference to two objections which are constantly 
urged against her. The first of these is that she was 
founded, or at least reformed by the adulterous Henry 
VIII., and the second, that her reformation was so in- 
complete that she is still permeated with Romanism . 

Of course, educated persons know that only the 
grossly ignorant or dishonest can maintain that Henry 
VIII. founded the present Church of England, and so 
this objection has no weight with them. They see that 
the great Tudor, who lived less than four hundred 
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years ago, could not have founded a Church that, as au 
overwhelming accumulation of evidence proves, has 
had a continuous existence from the present day back 
through the ages, one thousand seven hundred years, 
to the very threshold of the time of the Apostles. 

It must, however, be admitted that Henry VIII. did 
have a great deal to do with ridding the Church of 
Papal interference, and that the part he took would 
perhaps not have been taken but for his iniquitous 
matrimonial schemes. But when our objectors go so 
far as to leave the impression that but for the King's 
guilty love for Anne Boleyn, there would have been no 
Reformation in England, and that the Church would 
have continued under the tyranny of Rome, they take 
an untenable position. It must be evident to all who 
have even a cursory knowledge of the drift of events in 
Engla,nd, that the rupture could not have been much 
longer deferred. Henry VIII. was simply the instru- 
ment in God's hands for setting in operation and guid- 
ing the Reformation, and except in his determination 
to get rid of the Pope's usurped authority in England, 
he was a very unwilling tool of Providence. In view 
of the fact that the Pope dubbed him "Defender of 
the (Roman Catholic) Faith" for a tractate which he 
wrote against the German Reformation, and that he 
left money for the saying of masses forever for his soul, 
it is highly ridiculous to attribute the Anglican Re- 
formation to him. If Henry VIII. hanged the men who 
believed in the Pope, he burned alive those who disbe- 
lieved in transubstautiation and auricular confession. 
His laws would have sent to the stake every Bishop, 
Priest and Deacon who accepts the Anglican Prayer 
Book. 

If our ancestors could have had the choosing of the 
instrument, they doubtless would have chosen a more 
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exemplary man, but the choice could hardly have 
fallen upon a better Kiug. For it is uinversally con- 
ceded that, notwithstanding his moral imperfections, 
Henry VIII. was one of. the ablest and most popular 
monarchs who ever occupied the English throne, or, in 
fact, that of any other nation. -'He carried the coun- 
try safely, without massacre and without a general 
civil war, through the most tremendous crisis that 
ever existed in England." The uneducated and un- 
principled Eomanist or Denominationalist who pours 
contempt upon the English Church and her American 
Sister because of the domestic faults of Henry VIII. 
should in justice not altogether lose sight of his regal 
virtues. Nor must they be allowed to forget that 
his character compares very favorably with that of 
some of the great Puritan leaders and is positively 
respectable in comparison with that of many of the 
Popes. 

Oliver Cromwell, the hero of Puritanism, was a hypo- 
crite, revolutionist, regicide and bloody tyrant, whose 
memory to this day is held in bitter execration by tens 
of thousands throughout England, and especially in 
Ireland, where his ruthless butcheries were such as to be 
almost without parallel in the annals of inhumanity. 
'■ With an army of thirteen thousand soldiers he landed 
at Dublin in 1649. Several battles were fought, and 
men, women and children were indiscriminately slaugh- 
tered. Houses were pillaged and burned; Churches 
desecrated, and terror reigned wherever the usurper 
went. For a long time the Irish would say : ' The curse 
of Cromwell upon you,' when they desired an expression 
of hatred."' 

And as for the Popes, John XII., who ascended the 
Papal throne in A. d. 956, was convicted by a Eoman 
Synod, convened by the Emperor, of almost every enor- 
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mity to be found in the catalogue of crime— blasphemy, 
perjury, profanation, impiety, sacrilege, simony, adul- 
tery, incest, murder. Boniface VII. was a murderer and 
a robber. During the tenth century about thirty Pon- 
tiffs occupied the Papal chair. Each succeeding one sur- 
passed, if possible, his predecessor in abominable crimes. 
The mind sickens in reviewing the enormities of these 
monsters of wickedness.* Even King Edgar, who, though 
not a severe moralist, was a saint if compared with the 
Pontiffs of his time, has recorded his testimony against 
them. "We see in Rome," he says, "only debauchery, 
licentiousness, and drunkenness; the houses of Priests 
are the shameful abodes of harlots, and of worse than 
these. In the dwelling of the Pope, they gamble by 
night and by day. Instead of fastings and prayers, 
they give place to bacchanalian songs, lascivious 
dances, and the debauchery of Messalina." 

Then it should be remembered that Henry VIII. was 
not the only very imperfect man whom God has been 
pleased to use to accomplisli His great purposes. Jehu, 
one of the greatest reformers among all the Kings of 
Israel, fell far short of perfection. " Constantine estab- 
lished Christianity in the Koman Empire and Napoleon 
restored it in France, yet who cavils at either of these 
great changes on account of the want of personal sanc- 
tity in the authors." We have, therefore, in the case of 
Henry VIII. only one of many historical instances 
which illustrate the truth that God's ways are not 
man's ways, and show how he causes the wrath of man 
to praise Him, and brings good out of evil. 

But really, no country has upon the whole more rea- 
son than England to be proud of those who were con- 
spicuous in bringing about its reformation. If the 
political part of it was wrought by Henry VIII., the 

♦Lecture II. • 



EOilAN ENCROACHMENTS AND THEIR EESISTANCE. 255 

doctrinal and spiritnal parts were accomplished by such 
men as Latimer, Ridley, Crannier, Jewel, Parker, Tay- 
lor, Hooker, and a host of the like, who for their piety, 
and learning, and martyr heroism, shine as bright stars 
in the Christian firmament. "After all," says the fair- 
minded Evangelist, Barnes, "rail at her as we will, there 
is no Church on earth like the Church of England; no 
holy army of martyrs like to hers ; no ritual so pure 
and uplifting; no giants of theologj' like hers; no his- 
tory on the whole so honorable." 

As to the objection that the English Reformation 
did not go far enough, we may say that our plan con- 
templtttes a fuller answer in another connection than 
there is space for here.* For the present, therefore, we 
shall content ourselves with an appeal to representa- 
tive men both within and outside of the Anglican Com- 
munion. And first, there are the great English theolo- 
gians, whose writings are universally acknowledged to 
be the bulwark pf the Reformation; Pearson and But- 
ler — the latter was brought u}) in non-conformity, but 
left it — and Barrow, and Bull, and Beveridge, and Chil- 
hngworth, and Taylor, and Ussher, and Leighton, and 
Tillotson, illustrious divines, whose folios form the 
library to which Denominationalists as well as Episco- 
palians go for sound doctrine, and for arguments with 
which to refute Roman controversialists. Then, com- 
ing down towards our own time, there are such pro- 
found scholars as Arnold, Maurice, Whately, Alford, 
Lightfoot, Stanley, Vaughan, and many contempo- 
raries of almost equal endowments and learning who 
were, if we are to believe the representations of Denom- 
inationalists, so blind and ignorant as not to perceive 
that by remaining in the Enghsh Church they were cast- 
ing the weight of their immense influence on the side of 

♦Lecture VI. 
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deadly error. Nor will we allow those who accuse us of 
Romanism to lose sight of our Laity, such as the Glad- 
stones, the Hatherleys, the Selbornes, the Wilberforces, 
the Shaftsburys, the Gordons, and our own George 
Washington, Patrick Henry, Peyton Randolph, Alexan- 
der Hamilton, James Madison, John Jay, John Mar- 
shall, and a host of others whose high conscientiousness, 
taken in connection with their well-known Protestant 
sympathies, forbid us to believe that they would have 
clung so firmly and lovingly to the English and Ameri- 
can Episcopal Churches if these were, as is affirmed, 
tainted to the core with Roman and Mediaeval corrup- 
tions. On the contrary, nothing can be more certain 
than that, if our criticisers be right, the great majority 
of such would have found their way into one or another 
of the numerous non-Episcopal bodies of Christia,ns. 

Moreover, the brightest lights that non-Episcopal 
Protestantism has produced have given their unquali- 
fied indorsement to the English Reformation. The re- 
nowned Casaubon of Genevasaid : " Unless I am deceived, 
the most perfect part of the whole Reformation is in 
England, where the study of antiquity flourishes along 
with the spirit of truth." And this is the testimony of 
the greatest jurist a,nd theologian of the seventeenth 
century, Hugo Grotius, of Holland : "It is clear to me 
that the Enghsh Liturgies, the custom of the laying on 
of hands on those arriving at years of discretion in 
memory of their Baptism, the regimen of Bishops, the 
Presbyteries composed of Clergy alone, with many other 
things of the same kind, agree with the customs of the 
ancient Church, from which we cannot deny that in 
France and Belgium we have departed." And surely 
no American will again accuse the Episcopal Church 
of Romanism after reading the following from the im- 
mortal Puritan fathers: "The humble request of his 
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Majesty's loyal subjects, to the rest of their brethren in 
and out of the Church of England ; we esteem it our 
honor to call the Church of England, from whence we 
rise, our dear Mother, ever acknowledging that such 
hope and part as we have obtained in the common sal- 
vation, we have received in her bosom and sucked it 
from her breasts." But the witness of John Wesley will 
be even more convincing to many objectors. There is 
the testimony of his life-long adherence to the Church 
and his constant refusal to allow the Methodists to sep- 
arate from her. Then we have his express words uttered 
as late as the seventy-seventh year of his age : "Having 
had an opportunity of seeing several of the Churches 
abroad, and having deeply considered the several sorts 
of dissenters at home, I am fully convinced that our 
own Church, the Church of England, with all her blem- 
ishes, is nearer the Scriptural plan than any other in 
Europe," 

The Faith and worship of the English and American 
Episcopal Churches are as free from error and supersti- 
tion as those of any non-Episcopal Denomination. 
Those who had the greatest influence in the Reforma- 
tion of the Church of England, had reference in all they 
did to the ancient, uncorrupted Church. Dr. Jewel, 
Bishop of Salisbury, a chief reformer, sajs: "We are 
come as near as we possibly could to the Church of the 
Apostles and the old Catholic Bishops and Fathers, and 
have directed according to their customs, not only our 
Doctrine, but also the Sacraments and forms of Com- 
mon Prayer." "I protest," said Cranmer, "that it was 
never in my mind to write, speak, or understand any- 
thing, but what I have learned of the Sacred Scriptures 
and of the Holy Catholic Church of Christ from the be- 
ginning ; and also, according to the exposition of the most 
holy and learned Fathers and Martyrs of the Church." 

C. A.— 17 
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The guiding principle of Cranmer, Eidley, Hooker, Bull, 
Thorndilie, and all tlie galaxy of the Enghsh Eeforma- 
tion leaders, is also well expressed in the following 
passage from Bishop Beveridge: "When this, our Eng- 
lish Church, through long communion with the Eo- 
man Church, had contracted like stains with her, from 
which it was necessary that it should be cleansed, they 
who took that excellent and very necessary work in 
hand, fearing that they, like others, might rush from 
one extreme to the other, removed indeed those things, 
as well doctrines as ceremonies, which the Eoman 
Church had newly and insensibly superinduced, and, as 
was fit, abrogated them utterly. Yet, notwithstanding, 
whatever things had been at all times believed and ob- 
served by all Churches in all places, those things they 
most religiously took care not so to abolish with them. 
Hence, therefore, these first reformers of this particular 
Church directed the whole line of that Eeformation 
which they undertook, according to the rules of the 
whole or Universal Church, casting away those things 
only which had been either unheard of, or rejected by the 
Universal Church, but most religiously retaining those 
things which they saw equally corroborated by the Uni- 
versal Church." 

If there were two or more Churches that could make 
in other respects equally good claims to our allegiance, 
it would certainly appear to be the will of God that we 
should identify ourselves with the one whose govern- 
ment, doctrine, and worship are most closely patterned 
after the Church of the earliest and purest times. As 
things now are, Americans who choose their Church re- 
lationship with reference to the primitive model, must 
give the preference to the Episcopal Church. 



The Church for Americans. 
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The American Church. 

WE have seen that the Church of England is a 
branch of the Church of Christ.* A review of 
the history of the American Episcopal Church 
will now be necessary in order to determine whether or 
not the connection between the two is such as to justify 
the conclusion that in becoming or remaining an Episco- 
palian, a person will be doing the will of Christ by 
identifying himself with His Church. 



I. 

THE PRE-COLONIAL CHURCH. 

THIS period extended through the one hundred and 
ten years from the discovery of the American 
Continent by John Cabot in a. d. 1497, to the 
establishment of the first permanent colony in the year 
1607. Before the planting of the Jamestown col- 
ony the Church had no organized form. It is, how- 
ever, matter of record that the Cabots, Drake, Frob- 
isher, Cavandish, and others who were the first discov- 
erers, explorers and colonizers of various parts of the 
North American Continent, were accompanied by 
Priests of the Church of England, who conducted daily 
Morning and Evening Prayer whether on ship, or land. 
In A. D. 1579, on the first Sunday after Trinity, 
Francis Fletcher, Drake's chaplain, conducted Service, 
preached and administered the Holy Communion on the 

*Lecture IV, 
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shore of a "fayre and good baye," which is supposed to 
be the site of San Francisco. These are the first recorded 
Christian Services held within the present limits of the 
United States. 

It is somewhat uncertain when the first Baptism was 
administered in this country. The honor is claimed on 
behalf of two places and for both Romanists and Angli- 
cans. The child of an Indian chief is said by some to 
have been baptized in the year 1570, in Virginia, by 
Quiros, a Jesuit — one of a small colony of missionaries 
who settled in the wilderness, but after a few years were 
all murdered by the natives. Others maintain, with a 
greater show of probability, that the converted chief, 
Mant^o, and Virginia Dare, the first English child born 
in America, baptized, respectively, on the ninth and the 
tenth Sundays after Trinity, August 13 and 20, 
1587, on the Island of Roanoke, by the chaplain of 
Raleigh's second colony, were the first recipients of the 
Sacrament of Regeneration. Dr. McConnell confidently 
asserts: "These were the first fruits, not only of the 
Church of England, but of Christianity in the Colo- 
nies." 

But there was no continuity in the Church's life for 
more than a quarter of a century later. The pre- 
colonial Church either came and went with the adven- 
turesome seamen, or lingered only while the several 
abortive attempts at colonization lasted. So devoid of 
stability and the essential equipments was it that call- 
ing it a Church is only possible by a very broad applica- 
tion of our Lord's words: "Where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst 
of them." 



II. 

THE COLONIAL CHURCH. 

THE American Church may be said to date its 
organized existence from the establishment of 
the first permanent colony at Jamesto^vn, Vir- 
g:inia, A. d. 1607. The distinguished honor of making 
the beginning of this Church is due to the Rev. Robert 
Hunt who conducted daily Morning and Evening 
Prayer, preached twice every Sunday, and administered 
the Holy Communion quarterly. The scene as it is 
briefly described in the quaint phraseology of the time, 
presents to the imagination a striking picture of the 
first American Church edifice and worshipping congre- 
gation. " We did ha,ng an awning to the trees to shield 
us from the sun, our walls were rails of wood, our seats 
unhewed trees, our pulpit a bar of wood." Here on an 
equally rustic Altar occurred the first celebration on 
the Atlantic seaboard of the Holy Eucharist according 
to the English Liturgy. This was on June 21, the 
third Sunday after Trinity, fiA'^e weeks after landing. 

The colony was more than once prevented from 
breaking up by dissension, through the reconciling infiu- 
ence of Mr. Hunt. The Rev. Alexander Whittaker, 
styled the Apostle to the North American Indian, was 
Hunt's worthy successor. It was he who baptized the 
celebrated Pocahontas in a. d. 1611. In a. d. 1619, the 
first elective assembly of the New World met in the 
Jamestown Church. It was opened with a Prayer Book 
Collect by one of the Church's Clergy. Its first act was 
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a provision for the protection of the Indian from op- 
pression, and the second for the estabhshment of a 
university. Thus the foundation of our Kepubhcan 
form of government was laid a year before the famous 
"Mayflower" left England with the first of the Pilgrim 
colonists. Our Colonial Church was established seven 
years before the Holland-Dutch came to New York, 
eleven years before the much-belauded Massachusetts 
Bay Puritans landed, and twenty-seven years before 
Lord Baltimore came with the first colony of Roman- 
ists. From all this it will be seen that the Episcopal 
Church is .justly entitled to the distinction which her 
members often claim for her of being denominated " the 
American Church," or "the Church." This is not be- 
cause she is the largest body of Christians in the coun- 
try, nor because we claim her to be the only true branch 
of the Apostolic Church of Christ, but owing to the fact 
that she was the first Church to celebrate the Christian 
worship and Sacraments on our shores as she was also 
the Church of the first permanent settlers within the 
limits of the thirteen original states. Then it must be 
remembered that, as Bishop Coleman points out, she 
was " by charter and law established as the Church in 
the older colonies; that more than any other Ecclesi- 
astical organization she had to do with constituting 
the nation, and, in the period of the Civil War, with 
its maintenance and reunion ; and that, while conserv- 
ative and Catholic in her character, she yet is distinc- 
tively American in spirit." 

But even if our pretension were not supported by 
any of these interesting considerations, it would be 
abundantly justified by the simple fact that this is an 
English-speaking nation, and ours is preeminently the 
Church of the English-speaking race. -According to 
the idea which prevails among us, it is necessary in 
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order to justify our existence, for us to claim that the 
Episcopal Church is the Church of the American people. 
To us it seems to have been plainly the intention of the 
Master to establish one Church only which was to be 
continued by the Successors of the Apostles, called Bish- 
ops. Each Bishop by the enactments of the Ecumenical 
Councils is supreme in his own jurisdiction, and con- 
trolled only by the legislation of the whole Church, or 
the national branch of it to which he belongs. There- 
fore, there can be only one Bishop in a given Diocese, 
and one Church in a Nation. If two or more bodies 
exist with separate officers, only one can be the right 
and lawful Church of Christ, the others must be usurpers 
or schismatics. Our claim to be the Church in the 
United States having the right to exclusive allegiance 
is canonically justified chiefly by the fact that this 
country was originally the possession of the English 
Nation, and that the English tongue and laws were 
adopted by the common consentof the American people. 
The Church of England which consecrated and gave us 
our Bishops, traces its descent from the Apostles of our 
Lord and possesses the independence that was origin- 
ally conferred upon Her, and all other National Churches. 
No civil officer can produce a clearer title or more legiti- 
mate authority than can a Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church. Therefore this is the American Church. 

The colonial Church was for the most part under the 
nominal supervision of the Bishop of London. But this 
was a very unsatisfactory arrangement. It necessitated 
an expensive and perilous voyage of six thousand miles 
on the part of candidates for Holy Orders. This kept 
many from applying a.t all, and of the few whose conse- 
crated zeal impelled them forward, a large proportion 
perished by shipwreck, or died abroad by one or an- 
other of the pestilential diseases, so common a century 
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or two ago iu all parts of Europe. Under these circum- 
stances it was impossible to secure an adequate staff of 
native-born clergymen. The Church was, therefore, 
largely dependent upon recruits from England. And, 
unfortunately, of the few who came, some were either 
adventurers or persons who had left'home to avoid dis- 
cipline for some misdemeanor. Laws had to be made to 
restrain such from even the gross vices of gambling and 
drunkenness, and to force them to discharge the duties 
they were neglecting. As, however, the Church here was 
practically without a head, these unworthy ministers 
escaped the penalties and continued to work havoc 
wherever they went. 

It is related that a clergyman on his way to Mary- 
land, or purposing to emigrate, died. His valet as- 
sumed the clerical garb of his master, took possession 
of his letters of Orders, his stock of sermons and other 
papers, continued the journey to Maryland, and there, 
under the name of the dead clergyman, had charge of a 
parish for a long time. This outrage also occurred : A 
known profligate in Orders obtained, through family 
influence, an important parish. The incensed congre- 
gation rose up and declared that he should not come 
among them. They accordingly barred the windows 
and put extra locks on the doors of the Church. But 
they had to deal with a resolute man. A window was 
forced, and when the good people entered through the 
opened door they found their pastor in the desk, his 
opened Prayer Book flanked on either side by a pistol, 
and he ready to address them as "Dearly beloved 
brethren." Having "read himself in," his future concern 
was only the taxes collected for the support of religion. 

The Northern Clergy were of the most exemplary 
character. But they were few, and suffered much perse- 
cution from the Puritans, who "assumed the right of 
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taxing all for the support of their ministers and meet- 
ing-houses; and, wherever they could gain over the 
local Grovernor to their persuasion, proceeded to en- 
force their claim with signal violence." "With mel- 
ancholy hearts," a member of the "Church" at Wal- 
lingford, Connecticut, wrote home to complain, "have 
divers of us been imprisoned, and our goods from 
year to year distrained, for taxes levied for the build- 
ing and sujjporting of meeting-houses." As late as the 
year 1750, an old man, who had been long a member 
of the Church, was whipped publicly for not attend- 
ing meeting. Dr. Peters, a contemporaneous writer of 
Colonial History, relates that, in the same year "an 
Episcopal Clergyman, born and educated in England, 
who had been in Holy Orders above twenty years, once 
broke their Sabbatical law by combing a discomposed 
lock of hair on the top of his wig ; at another time, by 
making a humming noise, which they called whistling; 
at a third time, by walking too fast from Church ; at a 
fourth, by running into a Church when it rained ; at a 
fifth, by walking in his garden and picking a bunch of 
grapes ; for which several crimes he was complained of 
by the Grand Jury, and a wai-rant granted against him, 
was seized, brought to trial, and made to pay a consid- 
erable sum of money." At Hartford, one of the judges 
of the county court, assisted by the mob, pulled down a 
rising Church, and with the stones built a house for 
his son. Mr. Morton, a staunch Churchman of Massa- 
chusetts, was persecuted violently, all the more because 
of the satires contained in his "New English Canaan." 
He died in England from the effects of his imprisonment 
at Boston. 

Owing to the many disadvantages growing out of 
the dependence upon a foreign Episcopate, repeated and 
persevering efforts were made to secure the Consecration 
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of Bishops for this country, but without avail. The 
celebrated English philanthropist, Granville Sharp, 
used his great influence on behalf of the neglected sheep 
of the American wilderness, and almost succeeded in 
bringing about the Consecration of chief shepherds for 
them. "Twice," savs the author of "The Professional 
Years of Bishop Hobart," "was the goodly plan frus- 
trated when on the very point of completion. In the 
reign of Charles II., the patent was actually made out, 
appointing Rev. Dr. Alexander Murray, a good man, 
and a companion of the King's exile. Bishop of Vir- 
ginia, with a general charge over the other provinces; 
but the scheme fell through by a change of ministry, 
and what Clarendon had done, the ' Cabal ' revoked, 
though the deeper cause probably was, that the King, 
himself, had no heart in the matter. A second time, in 
the reign of Anne, was provision made, a scheme of 
four American Bishoprics adopted, and certain govern- 
ment lands in the Island of St. Kitts actually sold for 
their endowment. The death of the Queen cut this 
short, and although subsequently approved and recom- 
mended by the first and ablest men of the Church, by 
Berkeley, Butler, Gibson, Sherlock, and, above all, by 
the meekest of Prelates, Archbishop Seeker, it was never 
carried into effect." "At one time," writes Canon 
Perry, in his "History of the Church of England," 
" there were two non-juring Bishops in America, namely. 
Dr. R. Welton, and Dr. J. Talbot, a. d. 1722, the former 
in Philadelphia, the latter in Burlington, N. J., but 
they were not allowed to exercise Episcopal functions, 
except by stealth, and the government soon afterwards 
interfered with, and put an entire stop to, all action on 
their part." 

The failure. to secure the Episcopacy was chiefly due 
to the political influence of the Puritanical sects. But 
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strange as it may appear, some of the Prelates them- 
selves objected to the giving of the Episcopate to "the 
New World," upon the ground that there could be no 
adequate provision made in such a barbarous country 
for the due support of Bishops in the state and dignity 
which, according to their conception, properly belong 
to them. As Dr. McConnell observes: "the idea of a 
Bishop in the American wilderness was as grotesque to 
them as now would be the suggestion of a professor of 
higher mathematics among the Zulus." It is surpass- 
ingly strange that their "lordships," who for the most 
part were really good and learned men, should so far 
have been blinded by their environment as altogether 
to lose sight of the simplicity of the Apostolic and 
primitive Episcopate. But, in view of the unfortu- 
nate experience of our fathers, it is even more inexplica- 
ble that the multiplication of Bishops to supply the 
growing needs of the American Church is, at this late 
date, prevented by the survival of the misconceptions 
of our English forefathers. Large sections, in many 
of our states and territories, are at this time de- 
prived of adequate Episcopal ministrations because 
they have not the ability to make "ample provision" 
for the support of a chief shepherd. An able edi- 
torial critic thus puts the unscriptural and ridicu- 
lous character of the legislation regulating the crea- 
tion of new Dioceses and Missionary Jurisdictions: 
"It is the fashion to talk of the Episcopate as dis- 
tinctively the Missionary Order; and so it ought to 
be; but the Constitution of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church forbids it to be so unless on conditions 
at which the Apostles of Jesus Christ — men who were 
sent without scrip for their journey, and without gold, 
silver, or even brass in their purses— would have been 
amazed." 
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But having, in accord with their inherited ideas, con- 
ceived this objection against responding to the appeal 
of the Colonial Church, the English Bishops were doubt- 
less confirmed in it by the fact that the Clergy already 
in the field were paid in tobacco instead of in gold, and 
that they experienced considerable difficulty in collect- 
ing even the scanty amount of that indigenous weed 
which had been promised. The Clergy often had occa- 
sion to complain that the tobacco given them in pay- 
ment for their salaries was inferior in quality to that 
which had been promised. The stipends were fixed 
in some parishes at sixteen thousand pounds per an- 
num. This would realize, if the tobacco were the best 
grade, from eighty to one hundred pounds, that is, about 
four or five hundred dollars, upon which sum the Rectors 
are said to have lived, even when married, very comforta- 
bly. Why could not a Bishop have done the same? 



No wonder that under these circumstances the 
Church was in an almost hopelessly depressed condi- 
tion. At the South she was nearly ruined by the irreg- 
ularities growing out of the want of Episcopal over- 
sight, while to the Northward she was downtrodden 
and all but crushed out by Puritanism. But there were 
many notable exceptions among the Southerners, of 
clergymen and laymen who were examples of piety and 
self-sacrificing devotion. And in the course of time there 
was also an unmistakable reaction against Northern 
Puritanism. 

This reactionary movement started in the year 1722, 
among the faculty and graduates of Yale College. 
Seven of these, all professors, Congregational or Pres- 
byterian ministers, were accustomed to meet together 
for the purpose of studying and discussing the claims of 
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the Episcopal Church. These meetings grew out of a 
Prayer Book, which many years before had providen- 
tially fallen into the hands of President Cutler, and from 
the study of certain standard works of the Anglican 
Divines, contributed by the celebrated Dean Berkeley, to 
the College library. One of them tells us that not a sin- 
gle path was left untrodden, which seemed likely to lead 
to fresh sources of knowledge. The best writers on 
either side of the controversy were carefully consulted, 
and their arguments deliberately discussed and weighed. 
As far as temporal ease and prospects were concerned, 
it would have been a welcome result to these inquirers, 
had they found the principles of Congregational gov- 
ernment to agree, in their judgment, with those of the 
primitive Church of Christ. Such a conclusion would 
have retained them in the peaceful discharge of their ac- 
customed duties, and have preserved unbroken the 
cords of love which bound them to their kindred, 
friends and country. But the enjoyment of the present 
ease would cease to be a blessing, if purchased at the 
cost of truth ; and come therefore what might, the dic- 
tates of truth were to be obeyed. When, therefore, after 
long study and many conferences, they had fully made 
up their minds as to the truth of the Anglican Church's 
position, they met the trustees of Yale College and as- 
tonished them beyond measure by reading to them the 
following address : 

" To the Rev. Mr. Andrew and Mr. Woodbridge and others, our Rev- 
erend Fathers and Brethren, present in the Library of Yale College 
this 13th of September, n^S. 

"Eeverend Gentlemen:— Having represented to 
you the diflBculties which we labor under, in relation to 
our continuance out of the visible communion of an 
Episcopal Church, and a state of seeming opposition 
thereto, either as primitive Christians, or as officers, 
and so being insisted on by some of you, after our 
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repeated declinings of it, that we should Bum up our case 
in writing, we do, though with great reluctance, fearing 
the consequences of it, submit to, and comply with, it, 
and signify to you that some of us doubt the validity, 
and the rest of us are more fully persuaded of the inva- 
lidity of Presbyterian Ordination, in opposition to Epis- 
copal ; and should be heartily thaniifuJ to God and man 
if we may receive from them satisfaction herein ; and 
shall be willing to embrace your good counsels and in- 
structions in relation to this important affair, as far as 
God shall direct and dispose us to do." 
Signed, Timothy Cutlek, 

[President of Yale College.] 

John Haet, 
Samuel Whittlesey, 

Jared Eliot, I Professors and 

James Wetmore, f Ministers. 

Samuel Johnson, 
Daniel Brown, 

When this declaration was made there was only one 
of our clei'gymen in all Connecticut. In the course of 
the next month, at the suggestion of the Governor of 
the Colony, there was a public discussion between its 
signers and the amazed Puritans. At this debate Pres- 
byterians contended that the Apostles, in the nature of 
things, could have no successors, and that the title 
Bishop, which Episcopalians restrict to those whom 
they conceive to be invested with Apostolic authority, 
is used in the Epistles as a synonym of Presbyter or 
Elder. It was shown by the converts to Episcopacy, 
that the first of these assertions is a misleading half 
truth. It is of course true that the Apostles could not 
transmit to successors their blessed personal experience 
as the privileged Disciples of the Lord, their Pentecostal 
illumination and inspiration, their ability to bear the 
testimony of eye-witnesses to the Resurrection and their 
power to work miracles. But the instances of St. 
Matthias and St. Paul prove that the Apostolic office 
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was not limited as to number, or person, or time, for 
these were not of the twelve first selected by Christ, and 
yet they were confessedly none the less Apostles. 

It appears, therefore, from Scripture that the Apostles 
could and did perpetuate their oflBice by delegating their 
authority to those who should assist and succeed them 
in the administration of the Church. To argue the im- 
possibility of this, as the Presbyterians do, upon the 
ground of the supernatural endowments of the Apostles 
and their close relationship to our Lord, is as incon- 
sistent and contrary to human experience as it would 
be to insist that kings and princes can have no succes- 
sors, because they cannot convey their personality to 
others. Moreover, according to this hypothesis the 
Elders and Deacons could have no successors, for they 
also worked miracles. The remark of Hooker expresses 
the truth respecting this matter: "In some things 
every Presbyter, in some things only Bishops, in some- 
things neither the one nor the other, are the Apostles ' 
successors." 

Then the fact that Presbyters are in the New 
Testament sometimes called Bishops and vice vers^, 
does no more prove that there was no distinction in 
office and authority, than the calhng of the Apostles 
Elders places them upon a level with the Presbytery. 
They also called themselves Deacons. Are we therefore 
to conclude that the Apostolate and Diaconate are the 
same office in the Church of the New Testament ? Bishop 
means overseer or superintendent. The confusion arises 
from losing sight of the fact that Bishop is a title com- 
mon to the members of both the Apostleship and Pres- 
bytership. Both in their respective spheres were rulers. 
The Presbyter-bishops were local, pa.rochial superin- 
tendents. The Apostle-bishops were General, Dio- 
cesan or Metropolitan superintendents. The difference 

C. A.— 18 
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between the Presbyterian and Apostolic Bishops appears 
very plainly in what St. Paul had to say to the repre- 
sentatives of both Orders who were stationed at Eph- 
esus. Upon comparing Acts 20: 28-36 with I Tim- 
othy 5: 1, 19-22, and II Timothy 2: 2, it will be 
observed that the duties required of them, respectively, 
correspond exactly with the requirements of the Epis- 
copal Church from the second and third Orders of her 
ministry. The Presbyter-bishops were charged with 
the feeding, protection and correction of particular 
flocks. The Apostle-bishops were exhorted to seek out 
and prepare fit men for the Holy Orders ; to ordain 
those who should be found worthy, and to administer 
discipline to the Clergy who should be guilty of irregular 
life or heretical teaching. In order to avoid confusion 
it was not very long before Presbyters ceased to be 
called Bishops, and the title was reserved exclusively 
for the successors of the Apostles. This rests upon the 
testimony of the early Fathers who tell us that "those 
who in their day were called Bishops were first called 
Apostles." It was precisely as if, by the common con- 
sent of the American people, springing from- gratitude 
for the services, and veneration for the memory, of 
Washington, it should be determined, for the future, to 
appropriate to him alone the title of president ; and to 
all his successors in the presidential office created by 
the constitution, what is now regarded as the less dig- 
nified name of governor. It would not abstract one 
iota from the constitutional privileges and powers 
attached to the office itself. 

Thus the representatives of Presbyterianism at the 
famous Yale debate found that "their chief argument, 
from the different use of the words Bishop and Presby- 
ter in the New Testament, was met by the incontest- 
able evidence from Scripture of the superintendency of 
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Timothy over the Clergy and Laity of Ephesue, and of 
Titus over the Church in Crete. The appeal to the his- 
tory of the first and purest centuries of the Church was 
made until at length, as Johnson records it, 'an old 
minister got up and made an harangue against us in 
the declamatory way to raise an odium, but he had not 
gone far before Mr. Saltonstall, the Governor, who, him- 
self, presided, got up and said that be only designed a 
friendly argument, ' and so put an end to the conference. " 
The Puritans regarded this notable defection from 
their ranks with apprehension and dismay. On the oc- 
casion of the celebration of the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of Yale College, President Woolsey, refer- 
ring to the event, said : " I suppose that greater alarm 
would scarcely be awakened now, if the theological 
faculty of the college were to declare for the Church of 
Rome, avow their belief in transubstantiation and pray 
to the Virgin Mary." Nor were they mistaken in the 
expectation that others would follow. In the ten 
years subsequent to that memorable declaration more 
than one in ten of the graduates of Yale, who entered 
into the ministry, followed the example of Cutler, John- 
son, Brown and Wetmore — the leaders of the great 
army of Denominational ministers, who, from that day 
to this, have been drawn into the Church's Service. 
So many were the accessions to the Church from Con- 
gregationalism and Presbyterianism that in the year 
1734 the Independents sent a petition drawn up by the 
famous Jonathan Edwards to the Bishop of London, 
in which they represented to his lordship that they did 
not need any more Church missionaries in New England, 
as they only drew away from their own people into the 
Episcopal ranks; that there was, however, great need 
of missionaries in Carolina and New York, and not 
north of that. 



III. 

THE NATIONAL CHURCH. 

OUR National Episcopal Church is one of the results 
of the American ReA'olution. It was not tha.t 

Churchmen generally preferred fro be independent 
of the Church of England, but that owing to the temper 
of the times, and the, relation of the English Church to 
the State, it was simply impossible to continue the re- 
lationship of a daughter as in colonial times. Hence- 
forth the Church, if it continued at all, must be re- 
garded as an independent sister. But, as a matter of 
fact, it looked very much as if she would become extinct. 
Many of her own sons supposed that she was hopelessly 
prostrate, and despaired of her resuscitation. An 
anecdote concerning Chief Justice Marshall, related by 
Bishop Meade, is illustrative of the deep-rooted impres- 
sion which prevailed that the Episcopal Church could 
not be revived even in the stronghold of old Virginia. 
When the Bishop "soon after the establishment of the 
Theological Seminary of Virginia, was collecting funds 
for it, he presented the subscription list to Judge Mar- 
shall. Wifcli his usual kindness and liberality, he set 
down a handsome amount, but at the same time said 
he really feared that it was doing an unkindness to the 
young men of Virginia, thus to tempt them to prepare 
for the ministry of a Church which could never be 
revived. He lived, however, to rejoice in seeing the 
failure of his fears and prophecy." 

Even the good, and for the most part, judicious. Dr. 
William White, of Philadelphia, the first Bishop of 

(276) 
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Pennsylvania, saw no hope for the saving of the feeble 
remnant but in the adoption of the extraordinary 
measures recommended in his famous pamphlet writ- 
ten at the close of the war. In it he advocated, among 
other novelties, the creation of a temporary fictitious 
Episcopate, ordained by Presbyters and Laymen. The 
proposition was regarded and represented, especially 
by the few remaining Northern clergymen, as prepos- 
terous, and there is reason to believe that Dr. White 
himself came to regret this production of his pen. At 
least, on the blank pages in the back of his private 
copy there was found, in his handwriting, a note of ex- 
planation and justification which we quote here, be- 
cause of its concise description of the condition and 
prospects of the Church during, and for some time 
after, the struggle for Independence. "The circum- 
stances," runs the note, ' attached to that publication 
are the following: The congregations of our Church 
throughout the United States were approaching annihi- 
lation. Although within this city (Philadelphia) three 
Episcopal Clergymen, including the author, were resi- 
dent and officiating, the Church over the rest of the 
State had become deprived of their Clergy during the 
war, either by death or departure for England. In the 
Eastern States, with two or three exceptions, there was 
a cessation of the exercises of the pulpit, owing to the 
necessary disuse of the prayers for the former civil 
rulers. In Marjdand and Virginia, where the Church 
had enjoyed civil establishments, on the ceasing of 
these, the incumbents of the parishes, almost without 
exception, ceased to officiate. Further South the con- 
dition of the Church was not better, to say the least." 
Then follows the aged Bishop's explanation of why 
he thought that the true Apostolic Episcopate could 
not be secured in time to save the Church from ruin. 
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But ill the Providence of God this was to be another of 
the many illustrations of the maxim, "Man's extremity 
is God's opportunity." TheBlessed Saviour had prom- 
ised that the gates of hell or death should not prevail 
againt His Church. The fact that the Colonial Church 
did not utterly perish in the dark days which imme- 
diately preceded and succeeded the Revolution, is an 
all but conclusive proof of its Divine and indestructible 
character. No political revolutions, no bigoted perse- 
cutions, no machinations of evil-minded men are suffi- 
cient to crush out the Church of the living God. 

" Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus constant will remain." 

The Colonial Church had been one, with the Bishop 
of London as the center of unity, but after the Declara- 
tion of Independence the remnant of the Church in each 
colony became a little feeble National Church. As in 
the period of the Heptarchy, there were seven independ- 
ent branches of the Apostolic Church in England, so for 
some time there were thirteen separate and distinct 
little Episcopal Churches in America, as there were also 
thirteen little nations in the country. These were con- 
solidated into one Church and one nation in the same 
year. And it is noteworthy that in many instances the 
same men were, under God, instrumental in the unifica- 
tion of both. Two-thirds of the framers of the Consti- 
tution of the United States were, by birth, by Baptism, 
by family association. Churchmen. Of these nearly one- 
fifth were deputies in actual attendance upon the ea.rly 
General or State Conventions of the Church. This no 
doubt accounts for the striking resemblances between 
the governments of the United States and the Episcopal 
Church about which we shall have occasion to say more. 
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The unity which was ultimately affected in both 
State and Church was in part the result of a felt neces- 
sity for self-preservation. In the case of the Church it 
was seen to be necessary in order that sufficient influ- 
ence might be exerted to secure the Consecration of 
Bishops by the English Prelates, and to obtain permis- 
sion from Congress for them to take up their abode in 
the several States. The Bishops in England were no 
longer unwilling to consecrate for America, but, under 
the laws by which their official acts were regulated, 
they could not proceed without special permissory leg- 
islation by Parliament. This, owing partly to piques 
connected with the outcome of the late war, but princi- 
pally to the great power of the Puritan enemies of the 
Church, was exceedingly hard to obtain, and conse- 
quently required all the influence that could be exerted 
by a united effort. 

The want of general cooperation accounts for the 
failure of the Connecticut Clergy to secure Consecration 
from the English Episcopate for their admirable Bishop 
elect, Dr. Samuel Seabury. After many months of fruit- 
less negotiations, he was at last compelled to apply to 
the non-juring Bishops of Scotland, who, having no con- 
nection with the State, were free to exercise the func- 
tions of their Apostohc office according to discretion. 
They invested Dr. Seabury with the Episcopal char- 
acter at Aberdeen in an upper room on November 14, 
1 784, Bishops Kilgour, Petrie and Skinner being the 
Consecrators. "This ever-memorable Service was per- 
formed," says an eye witness, "in the presence of a con- 
siderable number of respectable Clergymen and a great 
number of Laity." 

The Consecration of Dr. Seabury took place about 
two years and a half after the declaration of peace 
and the acknowledgment of the independence of the 
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colonies. It was the most important event which had 
so far happened in the history of the American Episcopal 
Church. Its immediate and direct influence for good 
cannot be exaggerated. It- destroyed the argument of 
necessity by which Dr. White, and other Southern 
Churchmen sought to justify their proposition to aban- 
don temporarily the government, of the Church by the 
Historic Episcopate. There was now a Bishop in the 
States, and if the canonical number three could not 
possibly be secured, he could by himself consecrate 
others, and so perpetuate the succession, and provide 
for the performance of all the Episcopal offices required 
at any time. If this unfortunately had been necessary, 
we should have been as well off as the Mission which the 
Church of Eome has planted in the United States, for, 
not to mention other irregularities, its Episcopate is 
uncanonically derived through one Consecrator. Their 
first Bishop, Dr. Carroll, arrived in the year 1790, six 
years after Bishop Seabury. About twenty years after- 
wards, without regard to Canon law, which requires 
that there shall be at least three Consecrators, he 
invested four others with the Episcopal office. Thus 
Episcopalians have the legal line of the Apostolic suc- 
cession in this country, while Komanists have not. 
Morover, we have a decided further advantage in that 
our Episcopacy was first on the ground. According to 
Ecclesiastical Law, we therefore constitute the American 
branch of the Catholic Church, and they are intruding 
schismatics. 

In any case, however, the Episcopal Church would 
be the only logical and legitimate Catholic Church of 
the land, because Americans are English-speaking peo- 
ple, and this is the historic Church of our race. The 
Mother Church of England was established among our 
British ancestors for centuries before they came into 
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contact with Romanism through the Mission of Augus- 
tine, and she was identified with the English nation for 
fifteen hundred years before the birth of the oldest of 
the non-Episcopal bodies. Indeed the very existence of 
England as a nation and kingdom is owing to this 
Church which was instrumental in uniting the seven 
tribes into which Anglo-Saxons were divided. Many of 
the Bishoprics and other Ecclesiastical foundations are 
older than the Kingdom, and have held their lands and 
endowments longer than the Crown has possessed its 
property. There was an Archbishop of Canterbury 
three hundred years before there was a King of Eng- 
land. And not only has she been connected with our 
race much longer than any other Christian body, but 
she has now, and, in all probability, always will have by 
far the greater number of English-speaking adherents. 
Moreover, taking it altogether, she is as the foundation 
of the English nation and civilization, the most power- 
ful agency for good the world has ever seen. The 
Church of England is, therefore, as preeminently the 
Catholic ('hurch of our race, as the Church of Rome is 
that of the Italians, and the Greek Church that of the 
Eastern nations. 

Dr. Seabury's success in obtaining the Episcopate, 
and his safe return were a great joy to the Connecticut 
Clergy. But the Presbyterian ministers appeared to be 
rather alarmed, and "in consequence of his arrival as- 
sumed and gave to one another the style and title of 
Bishops which formerly they reprobated as a remnant 
of Popery." Upon one occasion when the Bishop en- 
tered the hall where the Yale College commencement 
exercises were going on, some one suggested to the 
President that he be invited, out of respect to his office, 
to a seat upon the stage among other distinguished 
persons; to which it was replied: "We are all Bishops 
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here, but if there be room for another, he can occupy 
it." 

Besides removing the plea of necessity for the crea- 
tion of a spurious Episcopacy, Dr. Seabury's Consecra- 
tion by the Scottish Episcopate apparently had the 
effect of mortifying the English Bishops, and of inducing 
them to redouble their efforts to secure the requisite 
Act of Parliament to enable them to consecrate for 
foreign countries without the administration of the 
civil oath. In little less than two years and a half, 
they had not only secured the enabling act, but under 
it, had duly set apart Drs. Provoost and White as 
Bishops, respectively, of New York and Pennsylvania; 
and in A. d. 1790, they Consecrated Dr. James Madison, 
Bishop of Virginia, and so the canonical number neces- 
sary to transmit the Apostolic Succession was at last 
obtained from England. 

Still another directand important effectof the timely 
action taken by the Northern Clergy in securing a regu- 
larly consecrated Bishop, is seen in the restraint put 
upon the Southerners, who were for making radical 
changes in the Prayer Book, and for materially curtail- 
ing the ancient rights and powers of the American 
Episcopate. That such restraint was sorely needed will 
be sufficiently evident by observing that it was pro- 
posed to omit the Nicene Creed from the Liturgy, and 
to deny our Prelates the vetoing power, which has been 
by common consent, a prerogative of Bishops from the 
beginning. 

For some time after the Consecration of Drs. Pro- 
voost and White the thirteen State Churches, without 
formal action, grouped themselves into two incipient 
provinces with the Bishop of Connecticut as the primate 
of the Northern, and the Bishops of New York and 
Pennsylvania at the head of the Southern. Owing to 
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the unfortunate difference of opinion respecting the 
validity of Dr. Seabury's Consecration, and the South- 
ern prejudice against him, growing out of his Chap- 
laincy in the British Army, and to the dissatisfaction 
of the Connecticut Clergy and Bishop with what they 
regarded as the want of Churchliness in the Southerners, 
it seemed highly probable that two distinct and sep- 
arate Episcopal Churches would be perpetuated in 
America. This to all appearance would certainly have 
been the case had it not been for the wise management 
of the Eev. Dr. Parker and Bishop White. 

Dr. Parker was a distinguished Boston clergyman, 
who in A. D. 1804 was consecrated Bishop of Massachu- 
setts, but died before performing a single Episcopal act. 
In order to accomplish the union of the Northern and 
Southern Churches, he contrived to have Ihe Rev. Dr. 
Bass elected Bishop of Massachusetts, and an applica- 
tion made to the General Convention of A. d. 1789, for 
his Consecration by Bishops Scabury, Provoost and 
White. Dr. Bass was not Consecrated at that time and 
it is thought that there was no expectation that he 
would be, but the election and application led to the 
unanimous adoption of a resolution in which the valid- 
ity of Bishop Seabury's Consecration was recognized. 
At an adjourned meeting of this Convention, held in 
Philadelphia on September 29, 1789, the Bishop of 
Connecticut was present with his Clerical deputies. But 
they would not subscribe to the constitution previously 
adopted until it had been so far changed as to allow 
the House of Bishops their ancient vetoing power, and 
the privilege of introducing new measures. These 
changes made, the Connecticut delegation affixed their 
signatures, took their seats in the convention, and 
so the Northern and Southern Churches were united. 
At the next General Convention this unity was effectually 
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cemented by the Consecration of the Rev. Thomas 
John Claggett, D.D., as Bishop of Maryland by the 
Bishops of Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania and 
Virginia. Through the first Bishop of Maryland, 
though his was the only Consecration in which Bishop 
Seabury took part, all American Bishops subsequently 
consecrated are able to trace their Apostolic succession 
along both the Scottish and English lines. 

Thus the connection between the Church of England 
and the American Episcopal Church is such that the 
Catholicity of the latter cannot be denied if it be ad- 
mitted of the former. The history of our Church "in a 
nut-shell" is this: She was founded in Jerusalem, a. d. 
30, by Jesus Christ: was planted in England, by St. 
Paul or one of his pupils ; was more or less subject to 
the usurpations of the Bishop of Rome from the twelfth 
to the sixteenth centuries, then effectually freed and re- 
formed ; was a mission of the Church of England in 
America until after the Revolution, when it became 
independent and was called Protestant Episcopal. It 
therefore possesses authority from Christ Himself, and 
has continuous existence from the days of the Apostles. 

Cardinal Gibbons in his "Faith of Our Fathers" 
says of us, "the very name you bear betrays your re- 
cent birth ; for whoever heard of a Baptist or an Episco- 
pal or any other Protestant Church, prior to the Refor- 
mation?" To this we repl^^ that the Mother Church 
has the same -name now that she had before the 
Reformation, Ecclesia Anglicana, the Church of Eng- 
land The French Roman Catholic Dupin, a distin- 
guished Doctor of the famous Sorbonne Faculty and 
.regius professor of Divinity who flourished some two 
hundred years ago, opens a chapter in his Compendious 
History of the Church, with the question : " In what 
state was the Church of England, and what passed there 
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in the eleventh century?" The Magna Charta which 
dates back three hundred and fifty years before the final 
breaking with the Papacy, speaks of the Church of Eng- 
land and guarantees her liberty and the independence 
of all Ecclesiastical persons. As Dr., Stearns in his 
"Faith of Our Forefathers," a crushing' reply to Car- 
dinal Gibbons, says: "It was the Church of England 
then and it is the Church of England now ; it was 'free ' 
then; it is 'free' now. The 'Episcopal' Church in the 
United States is its legitimate offspring, recognized by 
it as such. lis name of 'Episcopal,' therefore, does 
not 'betray' its 'recent birth;' nor is that birth 
'recent' in any other sense than that in which the 
birth of every Church, the Roinnn itself not excepted, in 
a recently discovered country is recent." 

Of course Roman controversialists proceed upon the 
hypothesis that the Church of England was originally a 
mission of the Church of Rome. But we have seen that 
this is not true, and that even if it were, our right to 
independence of Papal dominion would not be effected. 
The argument to the contrary, if carried out to its log- 
ical conclusions, would prove quite too mucTi for our 
adversaries. It would subject Rome to Jerusalem from 
which all Churches have direatly or indirectly sprung. 
Or if they contend that as the child is governed by its 
parents rather than the grandparents, so a mission 
must be subjected to the Church that planted it, rather 
than to the mother of all Churches, we point out that by 
this reasoning the Church of Rome should be subject to 
the Church of Greece. For it is now a well-established 
fact that the Greeks planted Christianity in Rome, and 
indeed that the Church there was for more than two cen- 
turies confined to a Grecian colony. Bishop Coxe says, 
"the local Roman Church was for three hundred years 
a mere colony of Greek Christianity." And Dean Stanley, 
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in his "Eastern Church," writes: "The Greek Church 
reminds us of the time when the tongue, not of Kome 
but of Greece, was the sacred language of Christendom. 
It was a striking remark of the Emperor Napoleon, 
that the introduction of Christianity itself was, in a cer- 
tain sense, the triumph of Greece over Rome. The early 
Roman Church was but a colony of Greek Chri8tia,ns or 
Grecized Jews ; the earliest Fathers of the Western Church 
wrote in Greek ; the early Popes were not Italians but 
Greeks; the name of Pope is not Latin but Gieek, the 
common and now despised name of every pastor in the 
Eastern Church ; she is the mother, and Rome the daugh- 
ter." Canon Gore observes that "at an unknown 
moment, before the middle of the third century^ the 
Church of Rome, which up to that time had been Greek 
in language — alike in her Liturgy and her theology — a 
Greek colony in the Latin city, became, perhaps some- 
what suddenly, a Latin Church, and in consequence of 
this change of language so completely forgot her Greek 
past that in the fourth century she was ignorant of an 
accident in her life which the coincidences of modern dis- 
covery have laid open to our eyes." 

The unity so happily affected in A. d. 1789, between 
the Northern and Southern Dioceses, though often more 
or less strained, fortunately has never been broken. Its 
most severe trial was at the opening of our great Civil 
War. The Southern delegations were, of course, not 
present at the General Convention which met in the 
year 1862, but the right of the South to representation 
was not questioned, seats were assigned them as in 
times past, and their absence was not recognized by the 
secretary, who never omitted their Dioceses at the roll 
call. They had formed a separate General Convention 
for the Confederate States, but this was dissolved im- 
mediately after^ the war, and all were represented as 
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usual at the first General Convention which met there- 
after. This coming together of Churchmen, among 
whom were many of the most influential leaders on both 
sides, did much more than is commonly reahzed to help 
forward the reconstruction of the Union and Government. 



For many years after the foundations of unity and 
Catholicity had been laid and well cemented, the upbuild- 
ing of the superstructure was discouragingly slow. This, 
in fact, continued to be the case until about thirty years 
ago. It was due to the operation of a variety of causes. 

1. There was, first of all, the inveterate puritan- 
ical hatred of the Church, because of those features in 
her system which were groundlessly denounced as the 
" rags of Popery." 

2. Then, there was the wide-spread conviction that 
the Episcopal polity was essentially opposed to the 
newly-founded Republican form of government, and 
that consequently its introduction and toleration 
would be a menace to the recently-acquired liberties. 
Bishop White says: "I have lived in days in which 
there existed such prejudices in our land against the 
name, and still more against the office, of a Bishop, 
that it was doubtful whether any person in that char- 
acter would be tolerated in the community." Even as 
late as the year 1827, when Bishop Chase laid the mas- 
sive foundations for "Old Kenyon," the people of the 
region about Gambler had the gravest suspicions that 
he was building an English fort for the subjugation of 
the country west of the Alleghanies, and could scarce be 
restrained from taking up arms agaipst the Bishop and 
workmen. 

It is still periodically represented, to the great prej u- 
dice of the Episcopal Church, that she fits in with a 
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Monarchical rather than a Republican form of govern- 
ment. In a recent widely-circulated attack upon the 
Church, it is charged that the Episcopal Church cannot 
make good the claim to be the .Church of the United 
States, because she "has not in history been loyal to 
Americanism," and "it is not in its government 
American." 

So far as the first of these assertions is concerned, 
what little foundation there is for it is found in the fact 
that before the Independence, there being no Bishop in 
this country, our Clergy either came from England or 
went there for Ordination, and so their loyalty to the 
Crown was pledged in the oath required from the Eng- 
lish Clergy by the government. But though our minis- 
try was thus embarrassed, our laymen were as free 
as those of any other communion to govern them- 
selves according to their conviction. It is a mistake to 
suppose that before the Declaration of Independence, 
opinion as to the advisability of separating from the 
mother country was nowhere divided except in the 
Episcopal Church, and the colonies where she predom- 
inated. The Puritans were by no means unanimous for 
an appeal to arms. In Massachusetts a majority were 
at first opposed to the war ; a bill to sanction it was 
twice defeated in the Legislature. In Connecticut the 
opposition was still greater. In New York the parties 
were so equally divided, that when the Provincial Con- 
gress chanced to receive notice upon the same day in 
1775 that General Washington was about to cross the 
Hudson and General Tryon had arrived in the harbor, 
they ordered the colonel commanding the militia so to 
dispose his men that he could receive whichever General 
should first arrive, and wait upon both as well as cir- 
cumstances would allow. Two-thirds of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence were Episcopalians. 
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One signer from Massachusetts, Elbridge Gerry, after- 
wards Vice-President of the United States ; all but one 
of the signers from New York; one signer from New Jer- 
sey, Francis Hopkinson, a vestryman and warden; all 
the signers but one from Pennsylvania; all but one 
from Delaware; all but one from Maryland; all the 
signers from Virginia; all from North Carolina and all 
from South Carolina; and all but one from Georgia, 
were Episcopalians. This immortal document was 
mainly drawn up by Thomas Jefferson, who was, at 
least, a baptized member and a professed adherent of 
the Episcopal Church. He was, to the day of his death, 
a constant attendant upon her Services. 

Washington, the Commander-in-chief of the armies, 
and the one, under God, to whom the nation owes more 
for its independence than any other, was a Communicant, 
Vestryman, and Lay Reader of this Church, and died in 
it. Robert B. Livingston, who, in a. d. 1764, organized 
the opposition to the Stamp Act in New York, was an 
Episcopalian. So was Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, to 
whom we owe the phrase " millions for defense, but not 
a cent for tribute." He was also the author of that 
clause of the Federal Constitution which provides that 
no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification 
for any office in the United States. Then, there was Pat- 
rick Henry, whose famous speech, "Give me liberty or 
give me death," went so far in deciding Virginia to join 
her sister colojiies in the struggle for liberty. The debt 
of gratitude which we owe this thrilling Revolutionary 
orator cannot be appreciated unless we realize how in- 
dispensable the help of Virginia was to the patriot 
cause. Had Virginia stood aloof, or taken sides with 
England, we should, in all probability, have failed. 
John Morton, who, as chairman, on July 2, 1776,. cast 
the vote by which Pennsylvania was committed to the 

C. A.— 19 
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Revolution, was an Episcopalian. So was Caesar Rod- 
ney, who did a similar service for Delaware. Richard 
Henry Lee, of Virp:iiiia, called the Cicero of the Revo- 
lution, who first proposed the idea of a Congress for all 
the Colonies, and introduced into Congress a resolution 
for the Independence of the Colonies, was an Episcopalian. 
On his motion, and sup'ported by his eloquence, was 
adopted the recornn)endation of the Committee which 
drew up and reported the Declaration of Independence; 
and in that instrument was embodied by Congress the 
very words that Lee had used in his original resolution : 
"That these united Colonies are, and by right ought to 
be, free and independent States; that bhey are absolved 
from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all 
political connection between them and the State of 
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." 
The declaration of rights adopted by the Virginia Legis- 
lature, and embodied in the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, was written by George Mason, an Episcopalian. The 
Declaration was first publicly read in the State House 
Square, Philadelphia, by John Nixon, an Episcopalian. 
Peyton Randolph, the first President of the Ameri- 
can Congress — that very Congress which inaugurated 
and set on foot the War of the Revolution — was 
an Episcopalian. So was Robert Morris, whom Con- 
gress appointed superintendent of finances, and by 
whose management of them, and the pledging of his 
own immense fortune — an act that reduced him to pov- 
erty — did so much to raise the necessary means to keep 
our armies in the field. Benjamin Franklin, whom Con- 
gress sent abroad as one of its special envoys, and who, 
by his tact and persistence, negotiated the treaty which 
secured for us the aid of France, without which our 
cause must, to all appearance, inevitably have failed, 
was nominally an Episcopalian. 
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The lanterns which lighted Paul Revere's famous 
ride to alarm the country of the British movement 
upon Lexington and Concord were hung in the steeple 
Of "Old Christ's Episcopal Church" by an Episcopalian. 
The Bishop of Iowa, the learned and painstaking his- 
toriographer of the American Episcopal Church, to whose 
writings I am indebted for inany of the facts of this 
lecture, says truly : " Not a field of battle, from Bunker 
Hill to Yorktown, was there, but was moistened by 
Churchmen's willing offering of life-blood for country 
and freedom." General Sullivan, of New Hampshire; 
General Cobb, of Massachusetts; Geiieral Ward, of 
Rhode Island; Generals Morgan and Lewis, of New 
York; General Brearly, of New Jersey; Generals Ross, 
Cadwallader, and "Mad Anthony" Wayne, of Penn- 
sylvania; Generals Sumpter, Marion, and Moultrie, of 
South Carolina; Generals Gwynnett, Wymberly Jones, 
and Walton, of Georgia, were all Episcopalians. So 
were Generals Montgomery and Mercer, who in turn so 
gallantly laid down their lives at Quebec and Prince- 
ton. Alexander Hamilton and John Lawrens, the 
first of whom commanded, and the other led, the 
storming party which captured the first British re- 
doubt at Yorktown, where Cornwallis surrendered 
and where the war was practically ended, were Epis- 
copalians. Nelson, the Governor of Virginia, who 
called out the militia of the lower part of the 
State, himself personally giving the State security for 
the funds to equip them, and who, at the head of 
three thousand five hundred of them, marched to 
Yorktown, reaching the scene of action just in time 
to reinforce the army of Washington and that of 
our French allies, so that they were enabled to sur- 
round Cornwallis and prevent his escape, was an Epis- 
copalian. 
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James Madison, afterwards President of the United 
States, who, besides giving the benefit of his great mind 
to the country during the continuation of the struggle, 
after its close, when the States were about to fall apart, 
wasmainlyinstrumental in the formation of our present 
Constitution, was an Episcopalian. All of these men,to- 
gether with Monroe, and Jay, and Marshall, and Living- 
stone, and JRutledge, and King, and the Pinknej's, and the 
Harrisons, and Edmund Kandolph, and Lord Sterling, 
and "Lighthorse Flarry" Lee, andLiUington, andDerr, 
and Troup, and William Samuel Johnson, and hosts of 
others, were Episcopalians. Francis Hopkinson, of New 
Jersey, one of the Episcopalian signers of the Declara- 
tion, was the father of Joseph Hopkinson, another mem- 
ber of the Episcopal Church, who was the author of our 
National song, "Hail Columbia; "and Francis Scott Key, 
of Maryland, author of another of our National songs, 
"The Star Spangled Banner," was an Episcopa,lian. 

As for our Clergy, when the great crisis came, there 
were only two hundred and fifty of them in the country. 
It is true that some of them, including Dr. Seabury, 
who afterwards became the first Biphop of Connecticut, 
strongly sympathized with England. These for the 
most part either left the country or remained neutral.' 
But a goodly proportion of our ministry must be 
reckoned among the staunchest of patriots. Of these 
in the North may be mentioned the Rev. Doctors Bass 
and Parker, bothiu turn, after the war. Bishops of Massa- 
chusetts. These refused to read prayers for the King 
and Parliament and instead prayed for the Ameri- 
can cause. Dr. Provoost, of New York, afterwards first 
Bishop of that State, was an ardent friend to America. 
So was the Rev. WiUiam White, of Philadelphia, who 
afterwards became the first Bishop of Pennsylvania, 
and also Doctors Madison and Smith, the first Bishops, 
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respectively, of Virginia and South Carolina. The Kev. 
David Griffith, of Virginia, Rector of the Church which 
Washington attended, took sides with the Colonies. 
The Eev. Charles M. Thurston, of Gloucester County, 
Virginia, went into the army as a soldier, rose to the 
rank of major and became known as the "fighting par- 
son of Gloucester." The Eev. Peter Muhlenburg, of 
Woodstock, who had been a soldier before he became a 
Clergyman, went into the army as colonel of the 8th 
regiment of Virginia and afterwards rose to be a 
brigadier-general. 

A graphic account is preserved of the leaving of the 
pulpit for the field by Mr. Muhlenburg. Having procured 
a colonel's commission from General Washington, he 
proceeded on a Sunday to Church, and, after a patriotic 
sermon, took leave of his congregation in the following 
words : " There is a time for all things — a time to preach 
and a time to pray ; but there is also a time to fight, and 
that is now come." He then gave them his benediction, 
and throwing back his gown discovered to them his mil- 
itary uniform. We may well leave the poet Read to tell 
the remainder of this dramatic story in the closingverses 
of one of the most stirring poems in the English language : 

A tnomeut there was awful pause, — 
When Berkley cried, "Cease, traitor! cease! 
Gofl's temple is the house of peace!" 

The other shouted, "Nay, not so, 
When God is with our righteous cause ; 
His holiest places then are ours, 
His temples are our forts and towers, 

That frown upon the tyrant foe; 
In this, the dawn of Freedom's day, 
There is a time to flght and pray!" 

And now before the open door — 

The warrior Priest had ordered so — 
The enlisting trumpet's sudden roar 
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Rang through the chapel, o'er and o'er> 

Its long reverberating blow, 
So loud and clear, it seemed the ear 
Of dusty death must wake and hear. 
And there the startling drum and flfe 
Fired the living with fiercer life; 
While overhead, with wild increase. 
Forgetting its ancient toll of peace. 

The great bell swung as ne'er before: 
It seemed as it would never cease; 
And every word its ardor flung 
From off its jubilant iron tongue 

Was, "War! War I War!" 

"Who dares'' — this was the patriot's cry. 
As striding from the desk he came, — 

"Come out with me, in Freedom's name, 
For her to live, for her to die?" 
A hundred hands flung up reply, 
A hundred voices answered " I ! " 

Mr. Muhlenburg, having led three hundred brave vol- 
unteers to the front, remained with the army till the 
closeof the war, and then engaged in civil pursuits until 
his death in 1807. There was also the patriot, the Rev. 
Charles Pettigrew, of North Carolina. In South Caro- 
lina, where at the breaking out of the war, there were 
only twenty Clergymen of the Church, it is said that fif- 
teen of them, or three-fourths of the entire number, took 
sides with .imerica. Six of the Signers of the Declara- 
tion of Independence were sons or grandsons of Episco- 
palian Clergymen. 

The Rev. Thomas Duche, of Philadelphia, arrayed 
in full canonicals, offered the first prayer in Congress. 
The following interesting reminiscence of this event 
is preserved to us in a letter to his wife from the ven- 
erable John Adams. "When the Congress met, Mr. 
Gushing made a motion that it should be opened with 
prayer. It was opposed by Mr. Jay, of New York, and 
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Mr. Eutledge, of South Carolina, because we were so 
divided in religious sentiments, some Episcopalians, 
some Quakers, some Anabaptists, some Presbyterians, 
and some Congregationalists, that we could not join in 
the same act of worship. Mr. Samuel Adams arose and 
said, that he was no bigot, and could hear a prayer 
from any gentleman of piety and virtue, who was at the 
same time a friend to his country. He was a stranger 
in Philadelphia, but had heard that Mr. Duch§ deserved 
that character, and therefore he moved that Mr. Duch&, 
an Episcopalian Clergyman, might be desired to read 
prayers to Congress to-morrow morning. The motion 
was seconded and passed in the affirmative. Mr. Ean- 
dolph, our President, waited on Mr. DuchS and received 
for answer that, if his health would permit, he certainly 
would. Accordingly next morning he appeared with his 
clerk, and in his pontificals, and read several prayers in 
the established form, and then read a psalm for the 
seventh day of September, which was the 35th Psalm. 
You must remember this was the next morning after we 
had heard of the terrible cannonade at Boston. It 
seemed as if Heaven had ordered that psalm to be read 
on that morning. After this Mr. Duchfe, unexpectedly 
to everybody, struck out into extempore prayer, which 
filled the bosom of every man present. I must confess 
I never heard a better prayer or one so well pronounced. 
Episcopalian as he is, Dr. Cooper himself never prayed 
with such fervor, such ardor, such correctness and 
pathos, and in language so elegant and sublime for 
America, for Congress, for the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay, especially the town of Boston. It had excellent 
effect upon everybody here. I must beg of you to read 
the psalm. If there is any faith in the sortesVirgilianse, 
or Homericae, or especially the sortes Biblicse, it would 
Ijave been thought providential. It was enough tq 
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melt a heart of stone. I saw the tears gush into the ' 
eyes of the old, grave, pacific Quakers of Philadelphia." 

Dr. William White, mentioned above, was elected as 
the first regular Chaplain of Congress. I do not remem- 
ber ever reading of any Puritan ministers who did more 
for the cause of liberty than these Clergymen of the 
Church. None of them, so far as my knowledge extends, 
took up arms. They may, in some cases, have done 
more preaching than our Clergy, but they certainly did 
not do as much fighting of which record is made. 

During the late Eebellion, the Northern members of 
the Episcopal Church certainly manifested as much 
patriotism as those of any other body of Christians. 
This will hardly be denied in the face of the notable fact 
that the Bishop of Ohio was sent by the Northern gov- 
ernment to England to dissuade the nobility from 
acknowledging and favoring the Confederacy, and who, 
by accomplishing a mission so important to the Union, 
earned the lasting gratitude of his fellow countrymea. 
Surely the reader will perceive the injustice of charging 
the Episcopal Church with a lack of patriotism, when 
he is told that Mc'Ilvaine, Seward, Chase, Stanton, 
Wells, Blaire, Dennison, Columbus Delano, Henry Win- 
ter Davis, Edmunds, David Davis, Isaac F. Redfield, 
Jay Cooke, Fremont, Mead, Schofield, Curtis, Hancock, 
Porter, Craven, and other distinguished Union patriots, 
a complete list of whom would fill several pages, were 
Episcopalians. The authoress of " Uncle Tom's Cabin," 
a book which, perhaps, next to the daily press, did 
more than anything else to fire patriotism and the 
spirit of war in the rank and file of the North, and, by 
so doing, contributed immeasurably towards preventing 
the downfall of the Union, was an Episcopalian. How 
can a Church which enrolls the above names among her 
members, names which represent so many pillars of lib- 
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erty and union, be justly stigmatized with a lack of 
patriotism ? A regard to that Scriptural precept which 
requires honor to be given to whom it is due, would 
surely place the Episcopal Church far up, if not at 
the very head of American patriot-producing institu- 
tions. 

The only conceivable ground for the misconception 
regarding the patriotism of Episcopalians, is found in 
the fact that the Episcopal Church steadfastly refuses 
to meddle in politics. Her policy is to leave the govern- 
ment in the hands of those whom God, by the voice of 
the people, has charged with its awful responsibihties, 
and to hold up their hands by the loyalty and the 
pi'ayers of her members. The Church that teaches her 
adherents, without regard to political and other prefer- 
ences, to pray at every Service for the President, and all 
other civil authorities, appoints a prayer to be said 
every Sunday during the session of Congress, and pro- 
vides a special Service to be held on the Sunday neare.st 
the Fourth of July celebrating our National Independ- 
ence, is essentially a patriotic Church, and what wonder 
is it that so many of her sons have been among the 
most noble and distinguished of our patriots. 

In reply to the charge that "the Episcopal Church 
is not in its government American." one of our Clergy- 
men pointed out that our critic was mistaken as to the 
essential characteristic of the United States govern- 
ment, which is not the individualism that finds free play 
in the Congregational Denomination, but the represen- 
tative policy which prevails in the Episcopal Church. 
"The critic's idea of American government is a town 
meeting, a little affair in which each individual expresses 
his opinion and choice directly. Our idea of American 
government is that of a nation in which the people 
voice their choice through representative assemblies or 
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persons. Will it be contended that the American gov- 
ernment is not a representative government?" 

The Episcopal Church is as effectually safe-guarded 
against Monarchialism as the IJaited States, if any 
thing more so. Though our Bishops, because of their 
exalted position as successors of the Apostles and their 
personal worth, are greatly honored, yet they do not, as 
the heads of their respective Dioceses, exercise as much 
authority as the Governors of our States; nor does our 
Primate enjoy the vetoing power with which the Presi- 
dent of the United States is invested. The Laity are 
more fully represented in our Diocesan Synods than the 
Clergy, and the Lower House of our Triennial General 
Convention is composed of Clergymen and Laymen in 
equal numbers. These generally vote together, but a 
representative of either order may at any time call for 
a division, and so it becomes possible that a measure 
which has passed the House of Bishops, and also re- 
ceived the majority of clerical votes in the House of 
Deputies, may yet fail of becoming a law, because 
among the Lay delegates there is one more against 
than for it. This is a remarkable departure from the 
Mother Church, in whose Convocations the Laity have 
no voice, and can be accounted for only by the fact that 
in all things of human ordering, the Church's govern- 
ment was modeled by true sons of America. 

The principles which prevail in the government of 
the Church at large are also carried out in our Parishes. 
Though the Rector is the official head of the parochial 
organization, his word is not law except when it relates 
to the Services and discipline; and even in these mat- 
ters he is obliged to have reference to the regulations 
of the General Convention and Diocesan Synods, in 
which, as we have seen, the Laity as well as the Clergy 
have a voice, Besides the Lawman, who feels that "he 
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has a just grievance against his Eector, is alwaj's at lib- 
erty to appeal to the Bishop The Vestry, elected 
by the supporters of the Parish, have charge of the 
property and finances. In the case of a vacancy in 
the Rectorship they fill it with the approval of the 
Bishop. 

"While," as Bishop Perry observes, "our Orders are 
Apostolic and unchangeable, as coming from above — 
made, as of old the Tabernacle of Israel was, after the 
pattern given in the Mount — our organization is of 
human origin and adaptation, and is just such as might 
be expected from Churchmen who were leaders and fram- 
ers of government both in Church and State a century 
ago. Thus is it that we are at once, in structural being 
and government, thoroughly republican, distinctively 
American — the Church of the people, the Church for the 
people. And the work of our Fathers, both in Church 
and State, has now the approval and indorsement of 
more tha.n a hundred successful years." 

I ca.nnot better conclude this necessarily somewhat 
lengthy digression for the purpose of answering the 
charge of uri-Americanism than by calling attention to 
what Henry Clay had to say upon the subject. This 
great statesman and orator did not identify himself 
with any form of organized Christianity until late in 
life. He told the Clergyman to whom he applied for 
Holy Baptism, that among the considerations which 
induced him to become a member of the Episcopal 
Church rather than of any other, was the fact that years 
of observation and study had led him to the conclusion 
that the stability of our government depends upon the 
perpetuation of two institutions. "One of these, and 
the most important of the two," said Mr. Clay, "is the 
Episcopal Church, and the other is the Supreme Court 
of the United States." 
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3. Again, the Kevolutionary "War was especially dis- 
astrous to the Church. As we have seen, man 3' of its al- 
ready very inadequate Clerical force had abandoned the 
country. In the four colonies of Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania there were at the close of 
the war no less than seventy vacant Churches. Those 
Clergymen who remained, in the majority of cases came 
out, after eight long years of privation and anxiety, 
broken in health jind greatly impoverished, if not abso- 
lutely destitute. The Churches and rectories very 
generally had been destroyed or desecrated, and al- 
lowed to fall into ruins. When the war began, Vir- 
ginia had one hundred and sixty-four Churches and 
ninety-one Clergymen. At the end, ninety-five Churches 
had been destroyed, and only twentj^-eight of the 
Clergy remained. Moreover, the glebe lands and endow- 
ments were, after a time, confiscated. The misfortunes 
which befell Virginia were common throughout the 
South. 

4. About this time the Church was greatly weakened 
by the creeping in of heresies. One of the most influen- 
tial Churches in Boston, Kings' Chapel, and the oldest 
in the Northern states, founded in the time of Charles 
II., openly professed Unitarianism, and remodeled its 
Liturgy accordingly. 

5. Again, our immigration since the Eevolution has 
been almost wholly from the non-Episcopal and Roman 
Catholic elements of England, Ireland and Scotland. 
And from all the hosts that have come to us from con- 
tinental Europe, we have received no accessions. The 
principal part of the Eoman constituency is of foreign 
birth. The papers frequently convey the infoi-mation 
that one hundred thousand souls have been added to 
their Communion within a given year. This is astonish- 
ing to aU that are not aware that about this number of 
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Romanists have been immigrating into the United 
States from year to 3'ear. But for this, the growth 
would have been the other way. All the chief bodies of 
Protestants, except the Episcopal Church, have had 
thousands and tens of thousands of accessions by im- 
migration. Our aidherents are almost wholly Amer- 
ican born. The great majority of English immigrants 
are Dissenters, and so do not contribute to our up- 
building, though, fortunately, their removal weakens 
the enemies of the Mother Church, who are bent upon 
disestablishment and confiscation. The fact that this 
Church has profited so little hy immigration is, in 
itself, almost sufficient to explain our comparatively 
slow growth. 

6. Moreover, we became an independent Church, and 
started out on our career as such, just about the time 
of the great Methodist schism, and the beginning of the 
revival system, which for fifty years swept very nearly 
everything before it. In the religious excitement, which 
in one resistless wave after another rolled over the 
country, the Church was almost submerged and lost 
sight of, and hundreds of thousands who, under nor- 
mal conditions, would have remained in this Church, or 
would have come into it, were floated into one or an- 
other of the Denominations. 

7. Even the Civil War brought more disaster to the 
Episcopal Church than to any other Christian body in 
the land. "The reason," observes a Southern clergy- 
man, "is plain. The Churchmen of ante-bellum days 
were the social as w^ell as the political ruling class of the 
South. The struggle shattered their fortunes, and left 
many a family of former affluence in comparative pen- 
ury. Consequently, many rural, and not a few village, 
Churches, are to-day in ruins, or bearing every mark of 
poverty and neglect, occasionally sheltering a dispirited 
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coT)greg;ation, vainly struggling to repair the waste 
places of the local Zion." 

8. But perhaps the most potent of many causes 
which operated against the Church's growth, was the 
timid and apologetic policy pursued for the most part 
by her representatives, until about fifty years ago. Then 
the principles of Bishops Seabury and Hobart began 
to prevail, and the Church was represented by an ever- 
widening circle in her true character as a veritable 
branch of the "One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church of Christ." The adoption of this policy by a 
considerable number of our Clergy, marks a new and 
brigh^"er era in the history of the American Episcopal 
Church. This is also true in respect to the English 
Church in which the movement was started. The 
contrast between the phenomenal growth of both 
Churches in every element of strength since the change, 
and their languishing condition before it, should be 
a perpetual admonition to Churchmen never again 
to commit the fatal mistake of allowing the impres- 
sion to go abroad that the Episcopal Church is 
simply one of the post-Reformation sects, whose chief 
distinguishing features are the Prayer Book and sur- 
plice. 



But for a long time the revival of the doctrines and 
ceremonies of the Primitive Church was stoutly and 
persistently resisted by a formidable party in the Church 
which styled itself "Evangelical." Its representatives 
were ever loudly lamenting and denouncing what they 
were pleased to characterize as the Mediaeval and 
Romanizing tendency of those who called themselves 
Anglo-Catholics. A few of the more radical among 
them finally grew so desperate that they could no 
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longer defer the secession which for years had seemed 
inevitable. Accordingly, in December, 1873, under the 
leadership of the Assistant Bishop of Kentucky, the so- 
called Reformed Episcopal Church was organized. It 
was expected on all hands that there would be a gen- 
eral exodus of the "Evangelicals." This expectation 
was, however, never reahzed. Only a handful of the 
Clergy, and in pi oportion, fewer of the Laity went out, 
and many of both alter a short sojourn returned. It is 
known that the disappointment and chagrin of Bishop 
Cummins were very great, and it is generally believed 
that they caused his premature death to which his fol- 
lowers attribute in great measure the almost complete 
failure of their ill-advised and unjustifiable schism. 
Though it was begun with, forty ministers, there are 
now, after twenty years, only one hundred and twenty, 
not a few of whom are dissatisfied. The Rev. Mason 
Gallagher, one of Bishop Cummins' original adherents, 
deplores the present condition of things, and asks an 
explanation of its cause. He says tha,t "a portion of 
our Church has been impressed from the beginning of 
our present system with its inherent defects." 

As long as the Church was generally believed to be 
only one among the sects, it was naturally the most 
despised and least progressive of them all. The real 
sects flourished while the Church languished ; had she 
continued in this false attitude, she would doubtless be 
even now an inconsiderable force among the many De- 
nominations in this country. Our ancestors of a hun- 
dred years ago beheld with astonishment the progress 
of modern Sectarianism, which was then in all its mar- 
velous vigor, and they, perhaps naturally enough, 
jumped to the conclusion that the weakness and waning 
state of the Church were chiefly due to what her ene- 
mies ignorantly represented as Popish ceremonies and 
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doctrines. They did not perceive, and under the circum- 
stances could hardly be expected to perceive, that the 
conditions of Sectarian and Church growth are essen- 
tially different. The sect in all ages, like the cornstalk, 
shoots up quickly and bears its fruit in a summer; but 
the Church, resembhng the oak in her growth, advances 
slowly and remains through frost and sunshine, and 
from generation to generation. The cornstalk, as well 
as the oak, has its important use, but the one is for a 
day and the other for the ages. 

Our growth, since we have recognized and proclaimed 
the true. Divine and Catholic character of the American 
Episcopal Church, has been scarcely less remarkable 
than that of the most prosperous forms of Sectarianism 
in their palmiest days. In fact, we are outstripping 
them in various parts of the country where it once 
seemed as if we could never get a foot-hold. It has been 
acknowledged that, if the Church continues her present 
rate of growth for another decadf, she will be the 
strongest body of non-Koman Christians in New Eng- 
land itself. And it has been admitted by distinguished 
Denominational ministers that the Church throughout 
the country is, everything considered, making more 
rapid and substantial progress than any of the Denom- 
inations. 

In every State and Territory, the percentage of in- 
crease for the period covered by the last census, was all 
that could have been expected, and in the majority of 
them was astonishing even to those among us who are 
most sanguine and confident touching the future of the 
Church. In forty-two of our forty-nine States and Terri- 
tories, our increase has been from forty to more than 
six hundred per cent. The population of the United 
States during the same period increased less than 
twenty-five per cent. And not only has the general 
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growth of the Church far exceeded proportionately that 
of the population at large, but it is also greater than 
that of any other religious body in particular. 

Then, too, there is a, very general looking towards us 
with favor. It is said by those who are in a position to 
know, that in our large cities, where the Church is well 
represented, out of ten persons who change from one 
Denomination to another, nine of them come into the 
Episcopal Church. Among those recently confirmed in 
thirty of the New York City parishes, there were 
over four hundred who had been born and educated in 
the several Denominations. In one of the classes alone 
there were one Jew, one Baptist, two French Protes- 
tants, three Unitarians, three Congregationalists, seven 
Methodists, nineteen Komanists, twenty-eight Presby- 
terians and fiffcy-two Lutherans. This drift is rapidly 
making us the dominant body of Christians in all large 
centers of population. 

One of the most remarkable and encouraging 
features of our growth is the number of able ministers 
from the various Denominations who are coming to us. 
Our accessions from their ranks now amount to about 
forty annually, and the rate is increasing from year to 
year. It is estimated that within the last thirty years 
fully fifteen hundred Denominational preachers have been 
received into our ministry. Many of these were the 
foremost men of their respective Denominations. A 
number of them have become Bishops among us and 
Rectors of our largest parishes. 

This remarkable drift towards the Episcopal Church 
is, of course, observed by the Denominational leaders 
who try to account for it. A Presbyterian writer thinks 
that it is due to "the attractiveness of the Prayer Book 
Worship." A Lutheran believes that "the possession 
of the Historic Episcopate accounts for it." But a New 
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York Baptist minister " hits tlie nail on the head" when, 
after calling attention to the fact that his Denomina- 
tion has increased only thirty-six per rent, in the Em- 
pire State, while the Episcopal Church has gained one 
hundred and forty-one per cent, in the same period, 
hesays: "The true explanation is to be found in thecon- 
fidence, assurance, and courage of the Episcopal load- 
ers. They believe that theirs is 'the Church,' and are 
not slow to assert their belief. That very assurance, 
and the exclusiveness which comes from it, is the tower 
of their strength. They are not ashamed of their belief; 
they have the courage of their convictions, and a large 
part of the world takes them at their own estimate. 
Here is the secret of their power." In commenting upon 
these words, the editor of one of our religious papers 
rightly says: " This is a clear-headed, and, we believe, 
substantially a true judgment. It goes to prove two 
things : first, that many thinking people are in search 
of 'the Church ;' second, that those are hardly true sons 
of the Church who seek to take a.wa.y this bulwark by 
decrying or minimizing her Catholic claims, or by enter- 
ing into entangling alliances, which would remove the 
exclusiveness which legitimately results from such 
claims." 

It is popularl.y supposed that since the Oxford re- 
vival, almost as many go from the Episcopal Church to 
the Koman Communion as come to her from the sev- 
eral Protestant Denominations. And for some time 
after its beginning there was, it must be confessed, 
much ground for fear that this would be the case. As 
Dr. McConnell remarks: "In England, as a direct con- 
sequence of the revived Ecclesiasticism, such great 
names as Newman, Manning, Oakley, Faber, Wilber- 
force. Palmer, and Ward passed from the Church's rolls 
to the lists of Rome. In America, Bishop Ives, of North 
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Carolina, and a group of men of lesser station, but 
greater character, followed in the same path. But the 
general apostasy for which many looked did not occur. 
The facts seemed to point to a different outcome, as the 
event has shown. The sum total of the losses to the 
Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain up to 1888, 
including Clergy and Laity, men and women, fall below 
two thousand. That is to say, an average of thirty- 
flve persons per year have left the Church of England 
for Rome during the last sixty j^ears. One large parish 
Church would hold them all, living or dead." 

Nor is it speaking beyond bounds to say that for 
every one who went to Rome five have come from her 
to us. Bishop Perry, of Iowa, says that during his 
Episcopate of eighteen years, there have been received 
into the Church in Iowa from theRoman obedience over 
seven hundred adults who have exchanged, intelligently, 
and with a full knowledge of what they were doing, a 
false Catholicity for a true. "In the same time," the 
Bishop adds: "We have lost to Rome, so far as I can 
learn, less than half a dozen individuals." The Bishop 
of Maryland reports that in his average Confirmation 
classes there are about thirty converts from Romanism 
and the same number from the Methodists each month. 
"The tide of return" says he, "appears a steady 
one." 

But increase in numbers does not much more than 
half tell the story. The growth of the Church must 
also be measured by her influence upon the Denomina- 
tions about her. During her prostrate condition 
Methodism moulded all Protestantism to her own form. 
But this is no longer the case. Methodism is now herself 
putting on the external garments of the Church. The 
general observance of Christmas and Easter by special 
services and decorations; the responsive readings and 
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anthems and the growing elaboration of Ritual ; the 
Catechising of children, and the reception of them into 
full membership at the tender age of twelve years and 
even younger; the Gothic architecture, pipe organ and 
stained glass — all these things and much more, partic- 
ularly the decline of the revival system, bear witness to 
the fact that the influence of the Church is becoming- 
more and more dominant. 

Even in old Presbyterian, Puritanical Scotland, we 
find a remarkable, illustration of the growing ascend- 
ency of Church id-eas. A number of the most prominent 
ministers in the established Kirk, including, among 
others, such famous men as Drs. Milligan, Macleod, 
Lang, Boyd and Cooper have organized "The Church 
Society," the special objects of which are " (1) The 
consistent affirmation of the supernatural life and 
Heavenly calling of the Church. (2) The fostering of 
a due sense of the historic continuity of the Church 
from the first. (3) The maintaining of the necessity 
of a valid Ordination to the Holy Ministry, and the 
celebration in a befitting manner of the Rite of Ordi- 
nation. (4) The assertion of the efficacy of the Sacra- 
ments. (5) The promotion of the religious education 
and pastoral care of the young on the basis of Holy 
Baptism. (6) The restoration of the Holy Communion 
to its right place in rela,tion to the worship of the 
Church, and to the Spiritual life of the Baptized. (7) 
The revival of daily Service where practicable. (8) The 
observance, in its main features, of the Christian year. 
(9) The deepening of a penitential sense of the sin and 
peril of schism." "Now it seems to me," says an irate 
Scotchman from whom we quote the above, "that 
though the promoters of this movement do not say so, 
the whole thing smacks of High Churchisra. What do 
you say to expressions like 'Catholic Doctrine,' 'His- 
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toric continuity of the Church," Valid Ordination of the 
Holy Ministry,' ' befitting celebration of the Kite of Or- 
dination,' 'eflBcacy of the Sacraments,' 'basis of Holy 
Baptism,' 'Holy Commuiiion in relation to the Spirit- 
ual life of the Baptized,' 'revival of daily Service,' 
' observance of the Christian year ' and ' sin and peril 
of schism?'" 

Romanists sometimes claim that the striking change 
which has come over Denominationalism is due to the 
influence of their Church. But there is really nothing in 
this. Owing in part to the origin and character of the 
Roman constituency, and also in part to the detestation 
in which the whole Ultramontane system is still held 
by Denominationalists these representatives of the ex- 
tremes have very little social and less religious inter- 
course. But Episcopalians and Denominationalists have 
always mingled freely in all things except religion. And 
as our members have been a great, if not the dominant, 
influence in the social, political and commercial world, 
it is evident that they have had much to do directly and 
indirectly in bringing about the change under considera- 
tion. Take, for example, the striking change in respect 
to the observance of Christmas and Easter, and even of 
the Lenten season . There can be no question that it is 
due to Episcopal rather than Roman influence. This 
is especially evident in the case of Lent. Though its 
religious observance is by no means general, yet it 
receives almost universal recognition in the abandon- 
ment of social gaities. This is accounted for by the fact 
that during this holy season a large and important 
section of society withdraws from the social world, and 
it is, as everybody knows, composed not of Romanists, 
but of Episcopalians. 

Truly we may thank God and take courage. The 
day of small things aind of adversity is being succeeded 
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by one of rapid growth and great prosperity. The 
touching prayer contained in the old poetical version of 
the nineteenth Psalm, sung at the Consecration of 
Bishop Seabury,is being graciously answered : 

"To satisfy and cheer our souls, 
Thy early mercies send ; 
That we may all our days to come 
In joy and comfort spend. 

"Let happy times with large amends 
Dry up our former tears, 
Or equal at the least, the term 
Of our afflicted years. 

"To all thy servants, Lord, let this 
Thy wondrous work be known, 
And to our offspring yet unborn, 
Thy glorious power be shown. 

"Let Thy bright rays upon us shine. 

Give Thou our work success, 

The glorious work we have in hand. 

Do Thou vouchsafe to bless." 
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Objections to the Episcopal 
Church. 

IN almost every community in which the Episcopal 
Church is represented, many persons are kept from 
an examination of her peculiar claims to the alle- 
giance of Americans by certain groundless objections, 
some of which it is the purpose of this lecture to state 
and answer. No attempt will here be made to exhaust 
the subject, because the most weighty of the objections 
have been considered in other connections, and because 
many of those which remain are too trifling for serious 
notice. 

It is believed that all the popular objections against 
the Church may be answered not only to the entire sat- 
isfaction of candid persons, but that to such, some of 
them can be made to appear as reasons why Americans 
should identify themselves with the Episcopal Church 
rather than with any other. 



I. 

PRAYER BOOK WORSHIP. 

THOSE who object to the Episcopal Church because 
she uses a Prayer Book in her public Service are 
constantly growing fewer. Indeed, there has 
been for some time a marked drift towards hturgical 
forms of worship in all of the leading Denominations. 
Many of their ablest representatives have been advocat- 
ing, in their religious journals, and on the floor of their 
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Conferences and Synods the adoption of precomposed 
Services, and nearly all of the city congregations have 
anticipated oflBcial sanction by introducing certain fea- 
tures of our Ritual, such as the chanting of Scripture, 
the responsive reading of the Psalms, the repetition of 
the Lord's Prayer, and even the Apostles' Creed by min- 
ister and people. Nevertheless, there are still some to 
be found in almost every community who feel that there 
can be no " praying from the heart," no genuine, accept- 
able "approach to the throne of grace," except by an 
extempore worship. Of such let me beg due considera- 
tion of the following facts : 

First Fact. Our Lord commanded the use of precom- 
posed forms of prayer. " When ye pray say. Our Father." 
He surely would not have given this direction if precom- 
posed prayers tend to promote empty, formal worship 
more than extempore prayers. 

Second Fact. In all ages of the Church, in both 
the Old and the New Dispensa<tion, the vast majority 
of the Saints worshipped God by the use of precom- 
posed Services and prayers. Hebrew scholars tell us 
that the Jews had not only fixed forms, but also a fixed 
order in their public worship, both in the Temple and in 
their synagogues. And when the Apostles founded the 
Church, we are told, at the very outset, that it was one 
of the four marks of the Christian Unity that all joined, 
not only in prayers, but in "the prayers," that is, cer- 
tain well-known, appointed prayers. After the time of 
the Apostles until the Reformation, worship by precom- 
posed forms was the universal and unvaryiug custom. 
Justin Martyr, in the second century, speaks expressly 
of "Common Prayers." Origen and Cyprian of the 
third century, speak respectively of the " appointed 
prayers," and the "customary prayers." These "com- 
mon," 'appointed," " customary " prayers, of course, 



PRAYER BOOK WORSHIP. 315 

could not have been extempore prayers. And that they 
were not snch, is put beyond all dispute by the exist- 
ence of Liturgies, or as we should call them, Prayer 
Books, which have been used in various parts of Chris- 
tendom from the earliest times. Such are the Service 
Book of St. James, the first Bishop of Jerusalem, used 
in all the Eastern Churches ; that of St. Mark, used in 
Africa; that of St. Chrysostom,used in Constantinople; 
and that of St. John, used in Gaul, Spain and Britain. 

Third Fact. Not only was public worship from the 
Apostles' time to the Keformation universally con- 
ducted according to precom posed forms, but even at 
this day, out of three hundred and fifty millions of 
nominal Christians, at least three hundred milhons use 
the ancient and divinely sanctioned method of worship- 
ing God by means of written forms of prayer and serv- 
ices. 

Fourth Fact. Public prayer, according to the 
teaching of Christ, is agreement in asking. But this 
cannot take place unless those engaged in worship 
know beforehand what they are to ask. This essential 
knowledge can exist only when the people, as well as the 
minister, are aware of what is coming. Hence, a lit- 
urgy is indispensable to true congregational devo- 
tion. 

Fifth Fact. Strictly speaking, there can be no such 
thing as public worship without the use of precomposed 
forms. Mr. Spurgeon is credited with the sill^- remark 
that he would tolerate but one form of prayer, namely, 
"From all ready made prayers, ' Good Lord deliver us.'" 
But he was forthwith answered by an English Dissenter, 
who pointed out that in his Sunday School Hymn 
Book the great Baptist preacher of London had uncon- 
sciously sanctioned and adopted a large number of 
" ready-mady prayers." All Denominationalists, so far 
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as I know, except the Quakers, use hymns which are, in 
reaUty, forms of prayer and praise. 

" Crito freely may rehearse 
Forms of prayer and praise in verse ; 
Why should Orito then suppose 
Mine are sinful when in prose? 
Must my prayer be thought a crime 
Merely for the want of rhyme? " 

Again, the extempore prayer which the ministers of 
non-liturgical bodies of Christians offer is, so far as the 
congregation is concerned, a precomposed prayer, just 
as really as are the prayers to which a congregation of 
Episcopalians respond, Amen. 1 repeat, public worship 
cannot be conducted except by the use of precomposed 
prayers and services. So far as the congregations are 
concerned, the only difference between, for example, 
Methodists and Episcopalians is that the members of 
a Methodist congregation prefer a form of prayer set 
forth by their minister, while the members of a congre- 
gation of Episcopalians prefer one which has been 
selected from the richest treasuries of devotion, and 
which has been approved by the whole Church in Coun- 
cil assembled. 

Sixth Fact. The use of the Prayer Book in pubhc 
worship tends to prevent irreverence. There can be no 
question that the ministers of non-liturgical Churches 
are constantly in great danger of approaching the 
Eternal Being in too easy, unceremonious and irreverent 
a manner. No doubt all of us have witnessed shocking 
examples of liberty and familiarity .in approaches and 
addresses to the throne of grace. Perhaps we have 
seen a minister get up before a public ga.thering with a 
cane in one hand and his hat in the other, and folding 
his arms address the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
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as if he were complimenting a boy in the street for his 
good behavior. What an abomination in the estima- 
tion of those who have in mind the majesty of God 
whose throne is in the heaven of heavens, is the prayer 
of which Mr. Gough used to tell: "We pray that the 
height of the rostrum may not interfere with the comfort 
of -the lecturer, but that he may be able to give us as 
good a lecture as it has been reported in the papers he 
has given in other towns in the country." 

As a distinguished Denominational minister con- 
fesses: "In nearly every newspaper you may read some 
funny story based upon the ignorance or eccentricity or 
blasphemous familiarity of some extemporizing prayer 
maker. All of vou have been at times shocked or bored 
by public devotional performances. Nothing of this 
sort ever occurs in the Episcopal Church. All things 
are done and spoken decently and in order." 

In view of these facts there can be no reasonable ob- 
jection urged against the Episcopal Church on account 
of her use of the Prayer Book, unless it can be shown that 
it is wanting in spirituality or erroneous in doctrine. 
It can hardly be defective in either, of these respects. 
From beginning to end the Prayer Book consists of but 
little more than selections from the Holy Scriptures. It 
contains the whole Book of Psalms and a large portion 
of the Gospels and Epistles. These in themselves occupy 
four hundred and twenty-seven pages of the five hun- 
dred and fifty-seven paged edition which I happen to 
have before me, leaving only one hundred and thirty 
pages for the various Services, in all about twenty-five 
in number. Some of these, notably the Morning and 
Evening Prayer and the Holy Communion, which are 
most frequently used, are each about two-thirds part 
a compilation from the Bible, and even the remaining 
third is composed of prayers, exhortations and confes- 
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sions in almost the very words of Scripture. And the 
Prayer Book as a whole is an inheritance from the 
earliest and purest ages of the Church. It has come 
down to ITS from the Apostles, Saints and Martyrs. 
Surely a form of worship compiled from the Word of 
God by such as these cannot be lacking in either spiritu- 
ality or soundness of doctrine. "Blame us not, then, 
if we value our Liturgy ; it embodies the anthems of 
Saints ; it thrills the heart with the dying songs of the 
faithful; it is hallowed with the blood of the Martyrs; 
it glows with sacred fire." 



II. 

FORMALISM. 

UNDEE this head we shall consider the objections 
urged against the postures used in our wor- 
ship. 
Many people find in the formalities of her worship 
an insuperable objection to the Episcopal Church. 
"What is the use," they a^sk, "of changing postures so 
frequently? You kneel and stand, say, a dozen timesin 
the course of Morning or Evening Prayer. Why not 
follow the example of other Protestants and remain 
quietly seated during the most, if not the whole, of the 
Service? " The answer is found in the fact that while the 
Services of the various non-liturgical bodies of Chris- 
tians, if we except the hymns, provide only for a mental 
worship, those of this Church make the fullest provision 
for the adoration of Almighty God not only with the 
mind, but also with the voice and body. It is a. curious 
thing that those who have the most to say about the 
Priesthood's coming between a man and his God, are 
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the very ones that intrust their worship most exclu- 
sively to ministers. Episcopalians leave less of this all- 
important duty to the Priest than any other body of 
Christians with which I am acquainted. Our Laity re- 
serve to themselves the right of takiug^ about half of the 
Service. In rendering their part it is necessary that 
they should assume different postures in order to suit 
the action to the words. All must perceive, the moment 
that they begin to reflect, that it would be highly im- 
proper for us to confess our sins and pray for pardon 
while sitting. The instinct of propriety and reverence 
teaches us that we should not sit when we come before 
"the King of kings and Lord of lords in his Holy 
Temple." We must at least kneel in prayer and stand in 
praise. Except for the precept which inculcates mercy 
rather than sacrifice, the Church would doubtless forbid 
the use of pews or chairs altogether, unless during the 
sermon, but out of consideration for physical infirmities 
and because weariness would tend to distract the mind, 
we are allowed to sit during the reading of the Lessons 
from God's Word, except in the case of the Gospel for 
the day which is heard standing, beca.use it is regarded 
as a special message from the Lord Himself. 

But "the getting up and down" to which our De- 
nominational brethren object, is justifiable upon the 
ground of helpfulness in worship as well as reverence. 
There is an intimate connection between mental and 
bodily worship; indeed it is questionable whether the 
former can long exist without the latter. At all events 
there are many among the more thoughtful and candid 
of the non-liturgical Denominations, who feel that wor- 
ship is rapidly becoming "a lost art" among them. 
That thereis only too much foundation for this opinion, 
is evident from the prevailing motive for assembling 
themselves together. In nine cases out of ten it is 
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avowedly for the purpose of hearing the sermon and 
music, that is, of being edified and entertained, not in 
order to worship. 

Again, there can be no question that the Scriptures 
lend their support to the Episcopalian rather than to the 
Denominational manner of worshipping God. We read 
of standing, bowing, kneeling and prostration in wor- 
ship. Not only were these the postures assumed by our 
Lord and the Saints of the Bible, but also by the primi- 
tive Christians and, in fact, by the Church of all ages 
down to the Eeformation. Before that time the custom 
which now prevails among Denominationalists of sit- 
ting during the progress of Divine Service, was utterly 
unknown. As the learned author of "The Antiquities 
of the Christian Church" points out, "Tertullian indeed 
says, there were some superstitious persons in his time, 
admirers of the book called ' Hermes Pastor,' who made 
it a matter of conscience to sit down some time when 
prayer was ended, because they found the example of 
the pastor in that book to that purpose. For as he sat 
down upon a bed after prayer, so they thought them- 
selves obliged to do the same in compliance with his 
example. But this is no proof of their sitting at prayer, 
but only after prayer was ended ; and that, too, grounded 
upon a very weak and superstitious opinion, that every 
circumstance of a.n action or narration, however indif- 
ferent in itself, was to be drawn into example and to be 
made matter of necessary duty, according to which way 
of reasoning, as Tertullian observes, they must have 
worshipped nowhere but where there was a bed, nor sat 
upon a chair or bench because it would have been a de- 
viation from their example. He adds that the heathen 
only were used to sit after prayer before their idols, and 
for tha,t very reason it was not fit for Christiarus to imi- 
tate their practice. All which shows that the Christians 
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then were so far from using sitting as a posture of devo- 
tion, that they did not think it proper to sit even after 
prayer in the presence of God, whilst the Angel of Prayer 
stood by them, and because ib looked more like a heath- 
enish than a Christian practice." 

It appears then that the formalities to which Denom- 
inationalists object in the worship of the Episcopal 
Church, are justified by reason, Scripture and history, 
and consequently that their own practice is condemned 
by this tribunal from which there is no appeal. 

III. 

VESTMENTS. 

THE prejudice of many against the Episcopal 
Church chiefly grows out of the vestments worn 
by her Clergy while conducting Divine Service. 
A representative of this class said to the writer: "There 
is one thing about your Church which I fear I can never 
become reconciled to, and that is the wearing of gowns." 
An effort will now be made to remove this objection to 
the Church. 

It will be remembered that God gave minute direc- 
tions concerning the attire of the Jewish Ministry which 
bears much the same relation to the Christian that the 
bud does to the flower. In Exodus 28: 2, we read: 
"And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy 
brother, for glory and for beauty." Dr. Adam Clarke, 
the great Methodist commentator, speaking on this 
text says: "The white surplice in the Service of the 
Church is almost the only thing that remains of those 
ancient and becoming vestments, which God commanded 
to be made ' for glory and beauty. ' Clothing, as em- 
blematical of oflice, is of more consequence than is gen- 
erally imagined." Chalmers, a Presbyterian divine, 

C. A.— 21 



322 OBJECTIONS TO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

commenting on the same passage, says: "There is 
here a distinct sanction given to the association of 
outward splendor with the office of the ministry— if not 
such as to make it imperative or indispensable, at least 
as to condemn the intolerance of those who stand op- 
posed to it. In the antipathy to priestly garments, 
and in the controversies which have been raised about 
them, I can take no share." 

The use of ministerial vestments and insignia of 
office is also justified by a deep-rooted instinct which 
in all ages, our own not excepted, has found universal 
expression. It is this instinct which accounts for the 
gowns worn by the Judges of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, the uniforms of our army and navy, and 
the epaulets of their officers. Even the members and 
officials of secret orders are distinguished by regaha, 
scarfs and badges. This being the case, the use of 
sanctuary vestments cannot reasonably and consistently 
be objected to. As has been well said: "When objec- 
tion is made to our Church on this ground, may we not 
fairly reply that, to be consistent, the objector must 
insist upon the officer laying aside his uniform ; he must 
oppose the badges and regalia of the different orders 
and societies, and when he has abolished all these, we 
shall be prepared to allow his objection some weight, 
but not until then." If this book should chance to 
fall into the hands of some good Methodist objectors 
to our vestments and Services, the knowledge that 
through all his life John Wesley regularly used both, 
may go far towards reconciling such to them. Except 
in his field preaching, which was never allowed to con- 
flict with the Church's Services, he always wore essen- 
tially the same Priestly garments and read the same 
prayers that are now seen and heard in the Episcopal 
Church Service. 
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The sanctuary vestments convey symbolic instruction. 
Not to go into particulars, the white surplice reminds 
both minister and people that they should be clothed 
in righteousness, and the stole, that they must bear the 
yoke of Christ. But aside from their teaching value, 
our vestments serve a very practical purpose. So far 
as appearance in the Chancel is concerned, they place 
those whose circumstances oblige them to wear "home 
spun " on the same footing with their brethren who are 
able to go about in "soft clothing." 

In view of the Scripturalness of Ecclesiastical vest- 
ments, of their varied usefulness and of the fact that 
some peculiarity of dress is almost universally adopted 
as the insignia of ofHce, it seems surpassingly strange 
that the first English Separatists went out, because the 
Church did not discard the Bishop's robe and the 
Priest's surplice and stole which they were pleased to 
characterize as "the rags of Popery." But this objec- 
tion, though persistently urged for three hundred and 
fifty years, at last bids fair to give way before the gen- 
eral reaction towards the Church and her ways. I, my- 
self, have seen Presbyterian ministers in this country 
and even in Scotland attired in black silk gowns ; and, 
incredible as it may appear, a good part of the Service 
in both cases was liturgical — in fact the Scottish parson 
read our Evening Prayer with but few omissions, and 
this in old St. Giles, Edinburgh, where the famous 
"Jenny Geddes" in the year, 1637, cast a stool at the 
surpliced minister who ventured to reestablish the 
Church of England worship. 

It may be observed in passing that the clerical suits 
which most of our clergymen wear, are also justifiable 
on several accounts. The aMlity readily to distinguish 
ministers from laymen is highly advantageous — it tends 
to make the Clergy kg many witnesses for Christ, 
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known to all men ; it sometimes renders them useful to 
strangers who but for the distinctive habit, would not 
be aware of their high-calling ; it often checks improper 
conversation, profanity, rudeness and violence. 



IV. 

LACK OF VITAL RELIGION. 

OF course others must be our judges in this deli- 
cate matter, and, if this be their just verdict, it 
is becoming that we should submit without pro- 
test, and humbly begin a reformation. And, yet, I 
trust that I am not going beyond the bounds of pro- 
priety in calling attention to the fact that there is a 
difference of opinion as to whether the possession of 
"vital religion" is demonstrated by pious profession, 
or by good' works. If, as St. James seems to teach, it 
consists in the latter rather than in the former, the 
Episcopal Church will compare favorably with any 
other body of Christians of equal size. Indeed, the 
assertion may be safely ventured that in places where 
we are as well represented as others, none give or do 
as much for the cause of beneficence. Our contri- 
butions to hospitals and other institutions of mercy 
in New York and Philadelphia, and in most of the 
principal cities, are much greater than those of any 
other Christian body. I happen to have at hand a clip- 
ping from "The Churchman" of December 24, 1887, 
which forcibly illustrates the truth of this assertion: 
"In New York the Hospital Sunday collection is taken 
in the Churches on the last Sunday in the year, and in 
the synagogues on the preceding Saturday. In 1886 
the various Denominations were represented as follows : 
Episcopal, 116,578.12; Presbyterian, |6,458.27; Con- 



LACK OP VITAL RELIGION. 325 

gregational, 13,520,08; Synagogues, |1, 602.06 ; Meth- 
odist, $1,402.00; Reformed, $1,262.92; Lutheran, 
$770.57; Baptist, $368.53; Unitarian, $227.00; Uni- 
versalist, $122.70; Roman Catholic, $108.13; Sweden- 
borgian, $95.00; Ethical Culture, $92.00; Friends, 
$60.00; other Churches, $119.90. Total, $32,786.38." 
Observe that the Episcopal Church gave towards the 
support of hospitals on Hospital Sunday, 1886, $188.- 
93 more than half of the whole collection. And there 
can be but little doubt that this showing is substan- 
tially true of every year. Moreover with the possible 
exception of the Romanists, Episcopalians in all our 
great cities outnumber the active workers of other 
bodies in the various fields of charity. We bespeak for 
these facts a candid consideration on the pai't of those 
who think they are justified in alleging that the Epis- 
copal Church is behind other Christian bodies touch- 
ing "fervent piety" or "vital religion." 

Much of the talk about the Episcopal Church's lack in 
this respect, is due to the erroneous impression that true 
religion consists in not doing certain things, such as 
dancing, card playing and attending theatres, and that 
people who do these things cannot be sincere Christians. 
But may not those who do them, ask their critics, "Who 
art thou that judgeth another man's servant? To his 
own master [conscience] he standeth or falleth." In the 
face of the fact that Solomon said there is "a time to 
laugh " and "a time to dance," and that our Saviour 
attended the wedding at Cana, where, if this was like 
other Jewish marriage feasts, and there is every reason 
for believing that it Avas, there were feasting, wine-drink- 
ing, merry-making and dancing, what Scriptural ground 
have our accusers for alleging that a Church which 
does not forbid these things "is lacking in vital reh- 
gion?" 
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It is represented that many join the Episcopal Church 
because she does not forbid amusements ; but it would 
be nearer the truth to say that this Church is the first 
choice of some because she makes no unreasonable and 
unscriptural requirements of her members, and allows 
them to conduct their private and home life in accord 
with the dictates of conscience and natural preferences of 
taste, so long as the moral and social law of God is not 
broken. We admit that we have too much worldhness 
among us and would not say one word in its justifica- 
tion. But I would respectfully remind those who re- 
proach our Church because of this fault in some of her 
members, that people who live in glass houses should 
not recklessly throw stones. The votaries of society are 
not by any means exclusively Episcopalians. In fact 
so evenly are the various Protestant Denominations 
represented, that none should venture to take the 
mote out of the eye of his brother religionist without 
first making quite sure that there is not a beam in his 
own eye. 

A Church which stands second to no body of Chris- 
tians in her contributions of both money and workers 
to the cause of benevolence; which has preachers of right- 
eousness who shrink not from rebuking sin, even "in 
high places," which, in every age of the history of the 
English-speaking race, has produced such Saints as Al- 
ban, the Venerable Bede, Dustan, Becket, Grosseteste, 
Wickliffe, Kidley, Cranmer, Latimer, Taylor, Ken, Wes- 
ley, Wilberforce, Bloomfield, Bickersteth, Keble, Selwyn, 
Patterson, Muhlenberg, Hannington, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand besides, who, though less distin- 
guished, have their names no less surely recorded in the 
Lamb's Book of Life — a Church, I say, Avhich has pro- 
duced, and is producing, such philanthropists, such 
preachers, such Saints, should not be reproached with a 
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want of "vital religion." If "fervent piety" does not 
exist in the Episcopal Church, will her critics kindly tell 
us what it is, and where it may be found ? 



COMPOSED OF THE UPPER CLASSES. 

IT is objected that the Episcopal Church is composed 
of the upper classes to the exclusion of the masses. 
Granting for the time being that this objection is 
well founded, I wish to show that it should not, as it 
certainly will not, permanently prejudice thoughtful 
people against this Church, but rather attract them to 
her. For such will readily perceive that the dominant 
people of a community must have a Church home as well 
as their poorer and perhaps less cultured neighbors, and 
that, if it be true that the Episcopal Church furnishes a 
home for them, it should be cordially welcomed and 
kindly spoken of by all. 

And we are also of the opinion that, if this popular 
estimation of the Episcopal Church be really true, the 
day is not far distant when people will begin to inquire, 
Why is it so? And, if I mistake not, the answer to this 
question will contribute to account for, and to increase, 
the Church's rapid growth, which, of late, has been a 
source of so great encouragement to her members and 
friends. For the answer must be that this Church is 
the home of the dominant people of this country, either 
because she possesses decidedly superior qualities which 
recommend her to the broader and more intelligent 
elements of American society, or else that by her more 
complete system of religious culture she tends to make 
her adherents dominant. Either of these answers to 
the inquiry. Why is the Episcopal Church the home in 
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SO many instances of the leaders in the social, political 
and commercial world, will, as time goes on, and mis- 
understanding is corrected, do more to commend than 
to condemn her to the thoughtful. 

But we will not admit that the Episcopal Church is 
composed almost exclusively, or even principally, of the 
wealthy and cultivated. In her, as in all bodies of 
Christians, the great middle class fortunately predomi- 
nates; they are the back-bone and sinew of ''the 
Churches" as well as of the country; moreover, it is 
from them that the more highly favored few arise. We 
have very little aristocracy by inheritance in the United 
States. It is doubtless true that proportionately more 
of the sons and daughters of the Episcopal Church than 
of any other Christian body rise to the first rank in the 
commercial, professional, oflicial, and social life of the 
country. One of our most learned and judicious clergy- 
men, who, because of his fairness towards the Denomi- 
nations was held in the highest estimation by them, 
and was for many years the President of their local 
ministerial association, told me in his old age that 
the observation of a long life convinced him that the 
ability of the Episcopal Church to make the most of her 
children amounts to a species of genius which is not 
paralleled in any other communion. Speaking of the 
parishes of outlying smaller cities and towns, with the 
working of which he had an intimate acquaintance, he 
said that he had always observed that when a young 
couple connect themselves with the Episcopal Church, 
they, in a remarkable number of cases, begin to grow 
in every form of prosperity, and continue until they 
outgrow the place; then they move to some large city 
where ultimately they take first rank. He had met with 
so many instances of this kind under such varying 
conditions, and had seen comparatively so little of it 
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outside, that he was persuaded that the elevating influ- 
ence of the Church was one of her distinguishing char- 
acteristics. After having my attention called to this 
interesting matter, I found that my own, up to that 
time, comparatively limited observation tended to cor- 
roborate the representation of my aged friend. A 
more or less systematic inquiry subsequently instituted, 
convinces me that he was right so far, at least, as the 
Diocese of Ohio is concerned. As an illustration in point, 
I could name a town of less than 10,000 inhabitants 
from which fifteen of the young people, a few days be- 
fore the writing of this passage, started off to various 
widely-vseparated seminaries and colleges of higher edu- 
cation. All, with possibly one exception, came from 
the so-called middle class parentage. The majority of 
them are sure to better their condition in life. Is it not 
remarkable that twelve of the fifteen should be com- 
municants of the Episcopal Church, which is the small- 
est Christian body of the town, being still a mission 
station? Some years ago a layman, in showing me the 
village in which he lived, pointed out our little board 
chapel, and, by way of apology for its insignificant ap- 
pearance as compared with other places of worship, 
told me that almost every young man who had risen 
above mediocrity and made for himself a name, had 
gone out from that Sunday School and Church. Two 
of the Clerical deputies of the General Convention of 
1895 were from that little town and congregation. 

And as for the very poor I am sorry to say that not 
many of them are found in any of "the Churches," but 
I am glad to be able to testify that so far as my obser- 
vation goes they are just as welcome in the most fash- 
ionable congregations of Episcopalians as they are in 
the corresponding congregations of other Christian 
bodies. And none are more solicitous — I do not except 



330 OBJECTIONS TO THE EPISCOPAL CHUKCH. 

Romanists— that the poor shall have the Gospel 
preached to them without money and without price. 
In our large cities we have more down-town Churches 
— Churches which are kept for the poor population — 
than any other body of Protestant Christians. Before 
making up the programme for the last Triennial Council 
of the Congregational body, the committee requested 
distinguished delegates to suggest topics for considera- 
tion. In one of the replies this subject was suggested : 
"Why is the Episcopal Church above all others success- 
ful in attracting to her Communion both the high- 
est and the lowest classes of society?" And that the 
Episcopal Church has a better title than any Christian 
body to be called the Church of the English-speaking 
poor, will be put beyond doubt if we rise to a world-wide 
view of the subject. The Anglican Communion, includ- 
ing the Church of England, and her colonial branches, 
and the Episcopal Church of the United States, has 
about twenty-two millions of adherents. It is a low esti- 
mate to say that two-thirds, or fourteen millions of 
these belong to the poorer classes. Now the largest of 
the other bodies, not excepting the Roman, have not 
fourteen millions of English-speaking adherents, includ- 
ing both rich and poor ; and as none of them , except pos- 
sibly the Roman Church, has a greater portion of the 
poor than the Anglican Communion, she is clearly en- 
titled to the credit of being recognized above all others 
as the Church of the English-speaking poor. 



VI. 

BIGOTED AND EXCLUSIVE. 

IN support of this charge Denomination alists affirm 
that we do not allow their ministers to preach in 
our pulpits, that we refuse to admit their members 
to our Communion, and that we do not recognize their 
organization as being true Churches. Now, though 
there is some difference of opinion and practice among 
us touching these things, yet, upon the whole, candor 
requires that we should plead guilty to each of the 
accusations. Therefore, unless we can satisfactorily ex- 
plain our conduct, it would seem that the charge of 
bigotry and uncharitableness is sustained. 

What then have we to say in justification of our 
refusal to allow the ministers of the various Denomina- 
tions to conduct our Services? It should of course be 
remarked that one of our canons or laws, makes it 
impossible for us to join in the practice of exchanging 
pulpits that is common among some of the Denomina- 
tions — I say some, for the custom is not universal 
among them. The Congregationalists, Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Baptists, English Lutherans, United Breth- 
ren, and a few others are accustomed to more or less 
frequent interchanges, and to joining in Union Temper- 
ance, Thanksgiving and Revival Services. But none of 
these would exchange with a Universalist or Unitarian, 
because they do not believe these Denominations to be 
orthodox. 

And right here we touch upon the principal of the 
reasons why we do not exchange Avith any of the 

(331) 
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Denominations about us. For though as compared 
with Unitarians they are sound in doctrine, yet the 
various non-Episcopal Denominations are, in our esti- 
mation, heretical touching what we regard as funda- 
mentals. Not to mention other diiferences between" 
them and ourselves, they believe that any man can 
found aChurch, and,on this ground, justify their separa- 
tion from the historic Church of Christ and the Apos- 
tles, while we maintain that schism is a great sin, and 
that the attempt to defend it is a pernicious heresy. 
This being our honest conviction, we certainly should 
be accorded as much right to exclude them from our 
pulpits as they exercise in the case of those with whom 
they do not agree. From the standing point of the 
Universalists and Unitarians they are as bigoted and 
uncharitable as we are from theirs. 

Those who make the complaint seek to justify it by 
arguments based upon the goodness and ability of their 
ministers. We do not question their possession of these 
qualities, but on the other hand are ready to pay the 
tribute of highest respect and admiration to many of 
the Denominational ministers whom we know. If ib 
were a question of personal holiness or of learning and 
aptness to teach, we should certainly often be found 
humbly sitting at the feet of some of them. But these 
virtues have nothing to do with the matter in dispute. 
If they had, those who rank themselves among the so- 
called "Evangelical Denominations " would be obliged 
to admit to their pulpits Unitarian ministers, many of 
whom are distinguished for their piety. and erudition. 
It is a question of right and wrong — of whether or not 
we are at liberty to change the Divine order by encour- 
aging division in the Body of Christ through the aban- 
donment of the divinely-instituted ministry of three 
orders, Bishops, Priests and Deacons. Thus the argu- 
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merit from the moral and intellectual fitness of the 
Denominational ministers is not pertinent. It is 
exactly the ground which Korah and his company took 
against Moses and Aaron, when they wanted to justify 
their intended usurpation of the priesthood . They com- 
plained bitterly that Moses and'Aaron kept the sacred 
ofl3ces to themselves, whereas all the congregation was 
holy. " No Episcopalian has ever been more berated for 
his exclusiveness — more reproached with thinking too 
much of himself and despising his brethren than were 
Moses and Aaron. 'And they gathered themselves to- 
gether against them and said unto them, Ye take too 
much upon you seeing all the congregation are holy, 
every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Where- 
fore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation 
of the Lord?' Now you will remember that this man, 
Moses, was the meekest of men. He did not deserve the 
reproach of thinking his house better than the other 
families of Israel, for he was but carrying out God's 
ordinance, 'that no stranger which was not of the 
house of Levi should come near to offer incense.' " 

Is it not possible that our exclusiveness, like that of 
Moses, is a matter of principle, and not an evidence of 
pride a,nd bigotry? Certainly there are hundreds of 
thousands among us who feel that we must stand by 
the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of the 
Enghsh race, and say: "There is no Divine warrant for 
the Denominational theory; no trace of it is in the Bible 
or the early Church. It is not the system instituted by 
our Lord for the evangelization of the world. It can 
remedy no evil, for it is in itself, by the strife it engenders, 
and by the uncertainty and disputation in which it in- 
volves religious truth and duty, an evil incalculable." 
Because we feel and say these things are we therefore 
justly stigmatized as exclusive bigots ? No, we should 
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rather be honored for having the courage of our convic- 
tion. 

But even if there were no principle at stake, we could 
not as a rule exchange with the Denominational Min- 
isters for the simple reason that they would be un- 
willing to take our places and incapable of doing so. 
This practical and well-nigh insuperable difficulty may 
be aptly illustrated by an actual occurrence which the 
saintly Bishop Bedell, who certainly could not be ac- 
cused of uncharitableness towards the Denominations, 
used to tell to the great amusement of his auditors. 
The Bishop, as nearly as I can remember, used to give 
the story as follows: I placed a young Deacon in 

charge of the parish at . He soon identified 

himself with the local ministerial association, and this 
being contrary to the policy of his predecessors, he be- 
came unusually popular. His popularity, however, was 
not destined to continue long. He came among them 
in October. In January the Association determ'ined to 
inaugurate a Union Eevival in which all the Protestant 
ministers should take part. The Methodists, Presby- 
terians, English Lutherans, Baptists and Episcopalians 
were represented. All their ministers entered into the 
arrangement. The Services were to be held on each 
evening of the week, except Saturday, in the various 
Churches in a prearranged order. It so happened, 
either by design or accident, that the turn for opening 
the Episcopal Church to the Eevival came last. The 
Deacon, therefore, went the round of the other churches, 
and all were pleased by his presence and at the readi- 
ness and ease with which he took the various parts of 
the Service that were assigned to him from time to time. 
Indeed he was rapidly gaining for himself the reputation 
of being unusually broad-minded and brotherly for an 
Episcopalian clergyman, and it was even hinted that if 
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he would only let himself down a little in speech and 
bearing, he might make a first-class Kevivalist. But his 
reputation for liberality was suddenly blasted and their 
hope of his becoming an Evangelist withered upon the 
occasion of the holding of the Service in our house of 
worship. This resulted from a most unexpected and 
embarrassing hitch. It would seem that the Deacon 
was either truer to his colors, or else that he was more 
of a wag than had been suspected. For it was dis- 
covered quite too late that he had taken the precaution 
of providing surplices and Prayer Books for all. As the 
brethren came straggling through the Church towards 
the Chancel, where they expected to place their hats and 
overcoats upon "the Holy Table," and to take their 
seats to see and to be seen until " the exercises " should 
begin, they were politely conducted into the vestry- 
room. When all had assembled, the Deacon, to their 
utter surprise began to hand out the surplices. Of 
course there was a chorus of protests. The Deacon, 
however, calmly, and with dignity, reminded them that 
all, including himself, had, at the services so far held, 
respected the customs of the several churches visited, 
and that he very much desired that there should be no 
departure from this reasonable and courteous proced- 
ure. Of course no satisfactory answer could be made 
to this argument, and so there was nothing for the par- 
sons to do but to submit. Accordingly, each, with what 
grace he could, put on a surplice and accepted a Prayer 
Book. The Deacon having apportioned the Service be- 
tween them, led the procession into the Chancel to the 
great astonishment of the congregation, which was 
composed of Christians of every name. They then went 
on with the Evening Prayer, taking the part appointed 
to them, respectively ; but they had not proceeded far 
when they became hopelessly mixed and exceedingly 
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embarrassed. At the conclusion of each portion of the 
Service there was an awkward break until the Deacon 
would come to the rescue by finding the place. There 
was, as may be imagined, an utter absence of dignity 
and solemnity. It is needless to observe that the minis- 
ters of the town in which the unique Service took place 
never again asked the Deacon, or any of his successors, 
to join them in union meetings. 

I have related this anecdote at some length because 
it well illustrates the practical difiiculties in the way of 
our exchanging pulpits with Denominational ministers. 
There is scarcely one in a hundred of them that can 
render our Services, and perhaps fewer still who would 
be willing to wear our vestments, and conform to the 
customary postures. It is hoped that after this expla- 
nation, the Denominational reader will not again accuse 
us of bigotry and uncharita^bleness because we do not 
exchange pulpits. 

It is supposed by many that we are close commun- 
ionists, and that this is another evidence of narrowness 
and exclusiveuess. This erroneous idea is based upon 
the strict interpretation which a few of our Clergymen 
place upon the rubrical direction at the end of the Con- 
firmation Service: "And there shall be none admitted to 
the Holy Communion until such time as he be confirmed, 
or be ready and desirous to be confirmed. " But the vast 
majority among us have always regarded this as having 
reference especially to the children of the Church. The 
universal practice is not formally to admit such to the 
Communion except the conditions of the i-ubric have 
been complied with. The members of other Christian 
bodies have, however, always been permitted to come to 
the Lord's Supper. The English law requires the Clergy 
of the Church to communicate Dissenters, and it would 
seem that the short exhortation obliges, or at least jus- 
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tifles, our Priests in doing so. As the Bishop of Albany 
well says: "If the Church had meant to state the bare 
and bald fact which some people read in the rubric, she 
would have said simply : ' No person who has not been 
confirmed shall be allowed to receive the Holy Commun- 
ion.' But if she had said this, which, thanli God, she 
never did, she could not have ordered her Priests to 
stand before a great congregation and say : 'Ye who do 
truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in 
love and charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead 
a new life, following the commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth in His Holy ways, draw near 
with faith.' " 

But it is claimed that there is abundant evidence 
against us in the alleged fact that we do not regard the 
various Denominations as being true Churches. As Mr. 
Gladstone has pointed out, it is no reply to the Church- 
man's argument to cry out that it "unchurches" dis- 
senting communions. He reminds them that when the 
Puritans "contended against the Prelatical constitution 
of the Church of England by arguing that the entire con- 
stitution of the Church was defined in the Word of God; 
and that that constitution was exclusively Presbyte- 
rian," this allegation "was met, not by complaints of its 
' unchurching' the Church of England, but an examina- 
tion of its matter and foundation." However, no offi- 
cial document of this Church can be cited in which we 
make any declaration in regard to the status of any of 
the Denominations. Nevertheless it should beadmitted 
that the great majority of our Clergy, and many of 
our Laitj', feel that the unhistorical Denominations are 
at best defective Churches. It is evident that if we were 
to entertain such feelings without good and sufficient 
reasons, the accusation of uncharitableness might justly 
be made. But in consideration of the fact that all of 

C. A.— 22 
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the Denominations, concerning which these views are en- 
tertained, were organized at least fifteen hundred years 
after the time of Christ and the Apostles, and that they 
have abandoned certain features both of doctrine and 
government which had always been universally regarded 
by Catholic Christians as essential to the constitution of 
a true Church, and are still so considered by fully nine- 
tenths of Christendom, we may justly feel ourselves ag- 
grieved at being stigmatized as narrow, exclusive bigots 
because we refuse to go contrary to all tradition and to 
the conviction of the great majority of living Christians, 
by recognizing the organizations of, for example, Luth- 
er, Calvin, and Wesley, all less than three hundred and 
fifty years old, as Apostolic and Catholic Churches of 
Christ. 

It is argued that the prosperity which has attended 
the organizations which they represent, is an evidence 
of God's favor, and of his special recognition of them. 
On this account there are some that would have us 
believe that as St. Paul, who had no connection with 
Christ and the Apostles, was specially called out of sea- 
son to be an Apostle, so they have been called out of due 
time to be Churches. But the analogy is not complete 
enough to hold. The claims of St. Paul were recog- 
nized by the rest of the Apostles. Moreover, he did not 
found a new Church. On the contrary he constantly 
condemned divisions and illustrated the importance of 
unity by the strongest imagery. If God, through 
the founders of the various Denominations, had 
really called new Churches into existence. He would 
certainly have caused them to have been recognized 
by the undoubted Historic Churches, as St. PauPs 
Apostleship was by the original Apostles. But none of 
them are in communion with any branch of the old 
Church. 
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Nor will the argument based upon the rapid prog- 
ress and great size of some of the Denominations, carry 
conviction to the thoughtful. The schism in the Jew- 
ish Chui'ch comprised ten tribes, while only two re- 
mained faithful to the old Church which was, neverthe- 
less, the true Church of God. No modern Denomination 
has had a more phenomenal growth than Arianism. 
In the short space of a half century it sprang up and 
drew almost half of Christendom after it, and numbered 
among its millions of adherents, the Roman Emperors 
and Rulers. But Arianism was not, therefore, a part ol' 
the Catholic Church of Christ. Granting, however, for the 
sake of argument, that the question of Catholicity can 
be decided by the number of adherents to a system, the 
verdict must be, as matters now stand and have stood 
ever since the Reformation, against the pretensions of 
the Denominations to Catholicity. For there are cer- 
tainly not more than fifty millions of them, while there 
are three hundred and fifty millions of us. Thus, from 
whatever point of view, it is impossible for the Denom- 
inations to make good against the Episcopal Church 
the accusation of uncharitableness. 



But let us now examine this charge of exclusiveness 
fi-om another point of view. There are almost always 
two ways of looking at such questions. As we look at 
it, those who make the accusation are really the violat- 
ors of charity. And this because upon uncharitable 
grounds they have withdrawn from the Mother Church, 
and have fenced themselves in with new conditions of 
Church membership, and excluded all, who, for any rea- 
son, do not see fit to comply with the novel require- 
ments. Rome and the Denominations are alike in this 
respect. The older Sectarian bodies went out from us. 
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not because we were too narrow and bigoted, but be- 
cause they themselves were not broad and tolerant 
enough to remain iu the ancient and spacious fold. We 
are well aware that it is often maintained that they 
were driven out. It would be an easy task to prove to 
the contrary by evidence that might be accumulated 
from almost every page of the Reformation histories. 
But there is a much shorter cut to the truth. It is by 
showing that this way of accounting for the origin of 
the first sects proves quite too much. If they were 
driven out by the parent's intolerance, what are we to 
conclude in the case of the sects which soon sprang 
from themselves? The census shows that in the United 
States, the Presbyterians have divided and sub-divided 
twelve times ; the Baptists have done the same thirteen 
times, and the Methodists seventeen times. If the orig- 
inal Denominations could truthfully account for their 
exodus on the score of intolerance, why may not those 
who sprang from them justify their separa.tion on the 
same ground ? Out of the five or six Denominations of 
the Revolutionary period, have come one hundred and 
forty-three. Excepting the Episcopal and Roman 
Churches, each of these accounts for its existence by at- 
tributing intolerance to its Mother. As only three or 
four of all the Denominations now in the country are 
the direct offspring of the Episcopal and Roman Com- 
munions, it follows that about one hundred and forty 
of them must be traced, if the theory of the origin of 
sects under consideration be correct, to the intolerance 
of the Methodists, Lutherans, Baptists, Presbyterians, 
Mennonites, Adventists, and the rest of the long list 
which is ever growing longer. Thus, if the Episcopal 
Church be exclusive, it would appear that none of the 
older Denominations are in a position to stone her for 
the fault. 
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But the theory of maternal intolerance is not the 
true solution of sectarianism. It is due rather to the 
exclusiveness and bigotry of the child itself. There is of 
course a sense in which the Episcopal Church is exclu- 
sive. She must, as a branch of the Catholic Church, 
exclude from membership all who do not accept Christ 
as the Divine Saviour of the world, and from her com- 
munion all open and notorious evil livers. She is in- 
deed fenced about by the Catholic Creeds and the moral 
law, but there is nothing of human construction to keep 
people out. The onlyfence that exists, was constructed 
by God Himself through Moses, the Apostles and Ecu- 
menical Councils. But the Denominations did not 
consider this fence of Divine regulation sufficient. They 
felt called upon to supplement it by hedges of their own 
planting. The Presbyterians were determined hterally 
to wall us in with the "Westminster Confession;" the 
Baptists insisted on surrounding us with a deep moat 
filled to the brim with water ; the Methodists wanted to 
hedge us about with their peculiar doctrines of saving 
faith, instantaneous conversion and experimental re- 
ligion. The Church did not deny her children the privi- 
lege of holding the views of Calvin, Williams and Wesley, 
but she refused to allow these views to become so many 
barriers to membership and communion. It was held 
that inasmuch as the Church is a Divine institution, 
God alone has a right to impose conditions of entrance. 
And because the rest of the flock refused to be hedged in, 
the sectaries withdrew, in order that their ideas might 
be carried out in their own narrow enclosure. 

" It strikes one," says Bishop Thompson, " as rather 
a queer thing that these people should charge the 
Church with ' exclusiveness ; ' that they should take 
their own special sin and lay it on her shoulders. They 
each had their birth in exclusiveness. The Church was 
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not holy enough nor orthodox enough, and so the sect 
was created to exclude all but the saints. This is the 
historic beginning of every sect. It excludes all but 
itself from the Kingdom of God. With the early Puri- 
tans, whatever was outside of Puritanism was of Satan. 
The Church, especially, w as of the evil one. The only 
body in the land which demands only Christianity as a 
test of membership, which does not supplement Chris- 
tianity with some ism as an essential to fellowship, is 
the Protestant Episcopal Church." 

Bishop Vail's remarks concerning the comprehen- 
siveness of the Church as compared with Deuomination- 
alism are also to the point and equally forcible : 

"The Church is founded upon unity and universality; 

" Sectarianism is founded upon unity without univer- 
sality. 

"The Church is founded upon law and liberty ; 

" Sectarianism is founded upon law without liberty. 

"The Church is founded upon conformity and com- 
promise ; 

"Sectarianism is founded upon conformitj"^ without 
compromise. 

"The Church in its practical operation produces for- 
bearance ; 

"Sectarianism in its practical operation produces 
intolerance." 

The truth of all this is evident from the fact that the 
Episcopal Church comprehends within one fold so many 
divergent schools of thought. There are among us High, 
Low, and Broad Churchmen. These differ with each 
other on as many points and as radically as do the vari- 
ous Denominations, and yet there is as much unity and 
harmony with us as in any other body of Christians. 
This is accounted for by the fact that, while Episcopa- 
lians are required to adhere to the Faith set forth in the 
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Catliolic Creeds and to submit to the government of the 
Historic Episcopate, they are, in respect to all compar- 
atively indifferent matters of doctrine and conduct, per- 
mitted the largest liberty. Under such circumstances 
men always form themselves into parties. For example, 
in this "land of the free " we have at present Democrats, 
Kepublicans, Populists, and others, each denouncing the 
rest, but all respecting the Constitution and the powers 
that be, and so, paradoxical as it may seem in view of 
our wrangling, we are really one of the most united and 
harmonious of nations. The opinion prevails with 
Americans that the country is upon the whole the better 
for political combinations and agitations. Churchmen 
generally feel the same about their divisions into Schools 
of Churchmanship. It is thought that, if there were a 
dead level of agreement among us, our ecclesiastical 
waters would soon become stagnant. 

VII. 

LIKE THE ROMAN CATHOLIC. 

THIS objection so frequently urged against the vari- 
ous branches of the Anghcan Communion, is 
based upon partly real and partly imaginary re- 
semblances in her system to that of the Roman Church. 
That there are some striking resemblances we are ready 
enough to admit, but that they are of a character to 
Justify the conclusion that there is no essential difference 
between the Episcopal and the Roman Church cannot be 
allowed. For, as a matter of fact, the points of likeness 
are few and unimportant in comparison with the differ- 
ences. And even where the resemblance is most strik- 
ing, objectors have always found it impossible to prove 
that the condemned doctrine or ceremony is contrary to 
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Scripture or the teaching and practice of the earlier, 
purer ages. 

The objection, in short, is based upon the erroneous 
idea, that, because the Church of Eome has erred in 
many points, she has done so in all, and that, therefore, 
a* Church is reformed only in proportion as she has de- 
parted from the Eoman Faith and Ritual. This, as an 
old writer points out, is because " man is a creature of 
extremes. The middle path is generally the wise path; 
ibut there are few wise enough to find it. Because Pap- 
ists have made too much of some things, Protestants 
have made too httle of them. The Papists treat man 
as all sense; and, therefore, the Protestants would 
treat him as all spirit. Because one party has exalted 
the Virgin Mary to a Divinity, the other can scarcely 
think, of that 'most highly favored among women' 
with common respect. The Papist puts the Apocrypha 
into his Canon ; the Protestant will scarcely regard it 
as an ancient record. The Popish heresy, human merit 
in justification, drove Luther, on the other side, into the 
most unwarrantable and unscriptural statements of 
that doctrine. The Papists consider grace as insepara- 
ble from the participation in the Sacraments — the Prot- 
estants too often lose sight of them as instituted 
means of conveying grace." 

Now, it is the glory of the Episcopal Church, that she 
has avoided both the extremes of Romanism and Prot- 
estantism. The testimony of the objectors from both 
quarters proves this. For the representatives of each 
in turn accuse us of being identified with the other. 
Romanists declare that we are Protestants, and Prot- 
estants constantly represent us as Romanists. Their 
witness, as a whole, therefore proves that we are neither 
the one nor the other. We are essentially unlike either of 
these extreme wings of Christendom. We occupy the 
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middle ground between them. Between the Scylla and 
the Charybdis of perverted Catholicism and perverted 
Protestantism, we steer the middle course, having in- 
scribed on our banner the motto : 

" Catholic for every truth of God ; 
Protestant against every error of man." 

The fact that we are so far removed from both, ac- 
counts for the mistake which each makes in classing us 
with the other. 

It cannot be denied that there is, according to the 
tastes and preferences of our Clergy and congregations, 
a more or less striking resemblance between the Roman 
and Anglican Communions in the nonessentials of cere- 
monies and ornaments. But, however it raa^' be with 
Romanists in these things, Anglicans almost without 
exception stop short of superstition and idolatry. If, 
indeed, there be any exceptions, they are so few as not 
to disprove the general rule of the past three hundred 
years. We do not deny that there are a few among us 
who prefer the Ultramontane nomenclature and ritual, 
and indeed persistently use them, notwithstanding their 
well-known offensiveness to the vast majority of the 
Anglican Communion. But what goes on here and 
there in the little Churches of "St. Ma,ry the Virgin" 
of which, merely because of its exceptional charac- 
ter, we read so much, is not at all representative of the 
Episcopal Church as a whole, and there is not the ghost 
of a probability that it will ever become so. After all 
these years there is not on an average more than one 
or two of these extreme ritualistic parishes in a Diocese. 
Our Bishops, Clergy, and Laity, with very few excep- 
tions, will never consent to abandon the dignified posi- 
tion which we occupy as the American branch of the 
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historic Catholic Church of the English race. As such 
we have our own traditions, customs and forms of 
worship, which if less elaborate and showy, are more in 
harmony with the sturdy, sober qualities of the Anglo- 
Saxon people than anything which has been imported 
from aesthetic, gaudy Italy. If there must be imitation, 
let Rome, which whether from a political or intellectual 
point of view is much more likely to be Anglicanized 
than we are to be Romanized, do the imitating. The 
Anglican Church was compelled to conform more or less 
closely to the Italian when Rome was "the mistress of 
the world," but now that the position of the Enghsh 
and Latin-speaking races has been reversed, the Roman 
Church must in her turn be moulded by foreign influence. 
In the Pastoral Letter delivered at the close of the 
Triennial General Convention held in Minneapolis a. d. 
1895, the Bishops speaking of the Roman terminology 
say that ''it involves the manly independence of a Church 
rooted in the primitive soil of Christianity, to a Church 
which has no claim upon the allegiance of the English 
speaking race." Those among us who have been con- 
cerned lest "the Ritualists" would ultimately lead the 
Episcopal Church to forsake its Reformation principles 
and surrender to Rome, will have their fears allayed by 
reading that section of the Pastoral which bears upon 
this subject. It plainly appear.s from this timely utter- 
ance that the few Romanizers among us cannot reckon 
upon the support of the Bishops, without which the 
Church as a whole can never be compromised. Though 
the great majority of the American Episcopate are pro- 
nounced high Churchmen and some of them have a 
strong predilection for Mediaeval ceremonialism, it is 
understood that there was in the House of Bishops 
little or no opposition to this part of their Epistle to 
the Council and Churches. 
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But the existence in the Church of those who reso- 
lutely have turned their faces towards Mediaeval doc- 
trine and ritual, is no more to be regretted than the 
presence of such as persistently fix their eyes upon the 
barren and disputatious Puritanism of the Reformation 
period. One has as much right among us as the other, 
for the doctrines and ceremonies which they respectively 
represent, are in the main utterly alien to the primitive 
Catholicity of which the Aughcan Cpmmunion is an ex- 
ponent. Our Church claims to be "Catholic." True, 
the word does not appear in the title, but neither does 
it in the official designations of the Roman, Greek and 
English Churches which, nevertheless, insist upon their 
Catholicity. The word Catholic occurs in our Creeds 
which to us are of much greater importance than our 
name, as must be evident to all from the fact that we 
repeat one or the other of the former at every Service, 
and seldom use the latter except in some abbreviated 
form. As the Church of England is no less Protestant 
than the Episcopal Church in the United States, though 
the term has not been officially adopted as a part of 
her appellation, so the American daughter is no less 
Catholic than her English Mother, notwithstanding the 
absence of the word in the epithet by which she is distin- 
guished from the various Christian bodies of this coun- 
try. Now if the Episcopal Church is really what it 
claims to be, the American branch of the Cathohc 
Church, it must make room for all who accept Christ 
as their Divine Lord and only Saviour, and who engage 
by God's help to live according to the Gospel rule of 
life. But it is too much to expect that all who agree in 
doing this, will be of the same mind about other things. 
We find among us men and women who look at subjects 
from very different points of view. Take for example, 
the Reformation. The Mediae valist warmly contends 
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that in some, respects, especially in the matter of ritual 
and ornaments, it went too far, while his Puritan 
brother maintains with equal warmth that it did not 
go far enough. But the one is no more inchned to 
Komanism than the other is to Denominationalism. 
Both in nine hundred and ninety-nine cases out of a 
thousa,nd will remain just where they are, disputing 
with one another about nonessentials while agreeing 
concerning essentials and communing at the same 
Altar. 

There is, however, some ground for congratulation 
that there are a few of both these classes of extremists 
among us. The positions which they respectively oc- 
cupy, being almost as widely separated as the East is 
from the West, make manifest to all men the CathoHcity 
of the Episcopal Church. There is no other body of 
Christians sufficiently comprehensive to include any- 
thing like such radical divergences in either doctrine or 
ceremony. The all-inclusiveness of this Church is in- 
comprehensible alike to Komanists and Denomination- 
alists. They will not tolerate each other, and they can- 
not understand a Church that is spacious enough to 
comprehend within the same fold those who look at 
things from such different points of view. But how 
could the Episcopal Church make good her claim to 
Catholicity unless she had room for both ? The Medise- 
valists and Puritans who are' among us, though given 
to disputing with each other about what the rest of us 
regard as nonessentials, a,re nevertheless orthodox and 
exemplary enough touching the essentials of doctrine 
and life. They adhere unswervingly to "the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints," and persistently endeavor to 
make the precepts and example of Christ theii- rule and 
pattern of life. These few Episcopalian extremists of the 
right hand and the left are in -fact as good Christians as 
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the average among the host of their conservative breth- 
ren or of those in the Roman and Denominational Com- 
munions. We cannot, therefore, deny them a spiritual 
home among us without excluding true Christians, nor 
can we, so long as they remain within canonical and 
reasonable bounds, insist upon conformity, on the part 
of our Mediajvalists and Puritans, to the ideas and cer- 
emonials which prevail among us, without becoming 
guilty of persecution. The Episcopal Church cannot, 
therefore, reasonably be objected to upon the ground of 
ritualism. 

Again it must be remembered that there are also many 
ceremonial similarities between Denominational and 
Roman worship. In fact it would be easy to demon- 
strate that consistency would require those who object 
to the Episcopal Church upon the score of ceremony, to 
become Quakers, or even to give up public worship al- 
together. But they are not tending that way. On the 
contrary their tendency confessedly is toward an elabo- 
rate and ornate w^orship. 

But, say our objectors.the doctrines of the Episcopal' 
Church are such as to convict her of Romanism, and, 
whatever may be said of ceremonials, doctrines are 
essentials. Now, it must also be confessed, there are 
many doctrinal parallels between the Episcopal and' 
Roman Churches. The same may, however, be said of 
us as compared with the various Protestant' Denomi- 
nations, for much of our teaching is the same as 
theirs. So is it, moreover, with Denominationalists 
and Romanists. There are more particulars in which 
their faith is the same, than will be readily acknowl- 
edged by those wlio have never been at the pains of 
making a comparison. And in fact if it were not so, 
the Denominations could make no plausible preten- 
sion to orthodoxy. P'or, though the truth of all that 
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is said concerning; the errors and corruption of the 
Roman Church be admitted, yet no well-informed per- 
son will deny that she holds all the essential doctrines 
of Christianity. Though she has added much to "the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints," she has never sub- 
tracted from it. F.or, not to go into details, she has 
the Bible, the Ancient Creeds, the Ministry, the Sacra- 
ments, and all the Christian Ordinances. Without these, 
as all must agree, there can be no such thing as a Catho- 
lic Church of Christ. Therefore, resemblances to Rome 
in these andotheressentialsof Catholicity, do not consti- 
tute the Episcopal Church Romish but Catholic. We 
cannot, with justice, be identified with the Roman 
Church because we are partakers with her in the distin- 
guishing features of the Church of the Apostles, and of 
the earliest ages. . It is unjust to accuse us of Roman- 
ism unless we consent to and teach the errors which are 
peculiar to the Church of Rome. From these offenses 
we are as innocent as any body of Christians on earth. 

But in condemning and renouncing the Papal addi- 
tions to the Catholic Faith, with the corruptions 
growing out of them, we were carefnl not to follow 
Denominationalists in subtracting from that doctrine 
which has been believed always, everywhere, and by the 
vast majority of Christians. This is the true Catholic 
Faith which the Anglican Communion, of which the 
Episcopal Church is a part, holds "whole and undeflled," 
without the additions of Romanists, or the subtractions 
of Denominationalists. And because we are neither plus 
nor minus touching this Faith,Romamsts contend that 
we are Denominationalists, and thej', that we are 
Roinanists, whereas we are neither the one nor the 
other, but true Catholics. 

There can be no doubt that both Romanists and 
Protestants hold to a great deal of truth, but too 
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ofteu it is to opposite halves of the same truth ; and a 
half truth, as we all know, frequently has the effect of a 
whole error. It will usually be found by the candid 
investigator that the Episcopal Church holds both 
halves of the truth. Take for example her doctrine Con- 
cerning the nature and efficacy of the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper. Since the Reformation, 
as in the age of the Apostolic Fathers, Anglo-Catho- 
lics connect salvation with the Sacraments and with 
faith and repentance. All that is scriptural and essen- 
tial in the Roman and Denominational views of the 
efficacy of the Sacraments, we hold. For with the one 
we agTee that: "The Sacraments are generally neces- 
sary to salvation and that they work invisibly in iis 
and do not only quicken, but also strengthen and con- 
firm our faith in Christ; " and with the others, we agree 
that the Sacraments "have a wholesome effect and 
operation in such only as worthily receive the same by a 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness, by 
repenting themselves truly of their former sins, by hav- 
ing a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ with a 
thankful remembrance of his death, and by being in 
charity with all men." 

Take also our doctrine about confession and absolu- 
tion which is such a bugbear to many Protestants with- 
in. as well aswithout the Anglican Communion, whohave 
never taken thepains to inform themselves of the funda- 
mental difference between our teaching and that of the 
Roman Church. Doubtless there are among us those 
who practically hold the Romish dogma, but the view 
which prevails with our Clergy and intelligent Laity, and 
which alone can be justified by our standard^, looks 
very much like a compromise between the extremes of 
Romanism and Denominationalism, though, as a mat- 
ter of fact, it is simply that which is taught in the New 



352 OBJECTIONS TO THE EPISCOPAL CHUECH. 

Testament. This will appear from the follbwing 
dialogue between a Presbyterian lady and an ex- 
Methodist minister who had just made application for 
Holy Orders in the Episcopal Church.* 

L. ' ' How strange to think that you left the Metho- 
dists to become an Episcopalian. Do you believe in the 
confessional?" 

A. "Why yes, I believe with the Episcopal Church - 
that it is our duty and privilege to confess our sins to 
God, and, yet, if any are troubled in their conscience 
and wish advice concerning any besetting sin or to 
make any confession to a Christian minister so as to 
receive encouragement in the Christian life, I believe 
they should have the privilege of doing so. But of 
course I do not believe in the Roman confessional, that 
is, an obligatory confession of faults and sins in detail 
as a prere(jui8ite to the reception of the Holy Com- 
munion." 

L. "Well, I am glad to be set right in this, as in the 
future I shall feel somewhat more comfortable about 
the Episcopal Church. No reasonable objection can be 
offered to such a confession, for in one form or another 
it obtains to some degree in all Prostfestant Denomina- 
tions. But how about Priestlj' Absolution? Do you 
believe in that?" 

A. "Yes I do; and I think that I can also remove 
your prejudice against the Episcopal Church so far as 
it is due to a misunderstanding on this point. I believe 
that our Heavenly Father is always ready to forgive 
his erring children when they come to him in true peni^ 
tence confessing their sins. And He is so anxioufe to 
keep this truth before their minds that He has not only 
caused it to be written in His Word that He is ready to 



*The conversation' is given' substantially as it was related by the con- 
vert. 
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forgive iniquity, transgression and sin, but so great is 
His love that He has commissioned His ministers, or 
Priests, to preach repentance and remission of sins to 
all men in His name, and to pronounce absolution to all 
who truly and earnestly repent, that the penitent may 
have every encouragement to trust Hlra." 

L. "I have no objection to that kind of Priestly 
Absolution. It is a very different thing from the teach- 
ing of the Eoman Church, tbat would deny the penitent 
the privilege of trusting alone in the promises of Clod 
for pardon, and compel him to receive absolution from 
priests." 

A. "The fact is, Mrs. that many Protestants, in 

their efforts to get away from the errors and corrup- 
tions of Rome, have gone to the other extreme. It is 
often said that the Episcopal Church is more liiie the 
Roman Church than any other, and there is a sense in 
which this is true. Those tha,t are least like the Roman 
Church are the Quakers. Except the Bible they have 
thrown away everything; the Sacrament of Baptism, 
the Lord's Supper, Confirmation, an Ordained Ministrj', 
the Creed, and everything connected with worship are 
laid aside, and the inner Light is by them exalted until 
it is not to be tested or measured either by reason or 
Revelation; while the English Church aimed only to 
throw aside the errors and corruptions of Rome, retain- 
ing all that was Scriptural, Apostolic, primitive . and 
Catholic in worship. The motto of this Church is 
' Prove all things and hold fast that which is good.' " 



But let us see how the assertion that we are like the 
Roman Catholics, can be proven untrue, those who 
make it being themselves the judges. After making it 
they usually proceed to tell their auditors or readers 

C. A .—23 
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about "the ignorant, superstitious, degraded, priest- 
ridden condition of Romanists." Now I am not called 
upon to pronounce upon the truth or falsity of this 
severe indictment of Romanism. I simply direct atten- 
tion to it in order that the utter inconsistency of those 
who make it, may appear. For if there be any truth in 
what they say concerning the resemblance of Episcopa- 
lianism to Romanism, their description of the members of 
the Roman Church ought to apply to Episcopalians. But 
all the world knows that such a representation of our 
constituency would be simply ridiculous. In fact, those 
who pass this judgment upon Romanism are the same 
who reflect upon the Episcopal Church by representing 
her as made up almost exclusively of the aristocratic 
and dominant eleiments of the country. "Ye shall 
know them by their fruits." Surely those who assert 
that the Episcopal Church is like the Roman Catholic 
do not regard this precept. In fact they know and 
admit, and even emphasize the dissimilarity of the 
fruit, and yet declare the identity of the trees. "Do 
men gather grapes of thorns, or flgs of thistles? " Con- 
sistency, thou art a jewel ! 

The fact that the Episcopal Church is so non-Roman, 
and has done more than any of the Denominations to 
correct the errors and weaken the power of the Papacy, 
while at the same time she has been wise and conserva- 
tive-enough to hold fast to that which is essential to 
Catholicity, as also to many nonessentials which are 
nevertheless good and ancient, will, in proportion as 
prejudice gives place to candor, come to be regarded as 
one of the chief reasons for identification with this 
Church rather than with any of the revolutionary De- 
nominations. In the long run sensible men and women 
may be trusted to perceive the ridiculous character of 
objections to our Church based upon mere resemblances 
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to the Church of Rome. Our UDieasoiiable objectors 
sometimes talk as if one of the chief aims of the Church 
should be to render itself as much xmlike the Roman 
Church as possible. We have little use for Rome, but if 
we were to adopt that policy, we should be about as 
wise as a family would be to discard their cook-stove 
because their neighboring enemies have one. Such a 
course would starve the Anglican Communion into the 
propoT-tions of a sect, and give Romanism such an op- 
portunity to triumph as she will never have, so long as 
we maintain the advantage of a. position which includes 
the essential elements of both Romanism and Protes- 
tantism without their extravagances and errors. 

The late Bishop of Louisiana expressed theconclusion 
of the whole matter, when, in the course of his reply to 
some objector to the Episcopal Church, he observed that 
after all "she is to the various Denominations what the 
town clock is to the citizens, a regulator. Though no 
one seems to be satisfied with the time, some affirming 
that it is too slow, others that it is too fast, and all 
agreeing that it is utterly unreliable, yet in the long run 
the great majority set their watches by it." 
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Why Americans Should Be 
Episcopalians. 

EVERY right-thiuking person will readily give his 
coriKent to the proposition that in the choice of 
a Church, reference should be had to God's will 
aTid the promotion of one's own salvation and that of 
the world. The object of this lecture is to show that 
by uniting with the Episcopal Church, Americans will 
be most likely to accomplish these important ends. 



THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH APOSTOLIC. 

IF this Church could not historically and doctrinally 
make good the claim to be a part of Christ's One, 
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, it would be 
impossible to show that Americans are under any Divine 
obligation to identify themselves with her. That the 
Mother Church of England is a. true branch of the 
Catholic Church, and that the American Church is iden- 
tical with the parent stalk In all features essential to 
Cathohcity, are propositions which, as wo have shown,* 
cannot be questioned without a total disregard of the 
most obvious facts of history. The close and vital con- 
nection between the two Churches is evident from the 
mere fact that they are in the most cordial and complete 
communion. Our Bishops sit with the English and 
colonial Bishops at the Pan-Anglican Council once in 
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every ten years. The Clergy of all ranks exchange min- 
istrations. A communicant in good standing in one 
Church is recognized as such in the other. This inter- 
communion could never have existed and would not be 
maintained , but for the fact that the Church of England 
and the American Episcopal Church are substantially 
the same in all essentials of government, doctrine and 
worship. They are, therefore, manifestly different 
branches of the same vine. And that this vine has its 
root in Christ, through the Apostles, is evident from the 
fact that it can be traced down the ages in unbroken 
continuity. Furthermore, representatives of the Church 
of England occupied undisputed seats in the early Gen- 
eral Councils, and she was universally recognized as a 
true branch of the Apostolic Church of Christ down 
to the time of the Eeformation. And if she was this 
until then, she is still the same, for the present Church 
of England is identical with that which was before the 
Reformation.* 

Of course the non church member who has made up 
his mind to obey Christ by identifying himself with His 
Kingdom, will be told by the representatives of each of 
the Protestant Denominations that their respective 
bodies are true branches of the Church of Christ. I do 
not feel called upon to go through the long list of three 
hundred or more for the purpose of investigating their 
claims, nor to pronounce upon them. It is only neces- 
sary that the reader should be put upon some short and 
plain way of coming to the truth by personal investiga- 
tion. You will not be deceived into accepting a Church 
as Apostolic and Catholic which is not such, if you will 
simply trace' its history back to the beginning, or, bet- 
ter yet, ascertain whether or not it is at present in com- 
munion with any unquestioned branch of the historic 

* Lecture IV. 
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Church. If you are advised to join a Church which can- 
not trace its lineage to the Apostles, or which is not 
recognized by any Church which indisputably has come 
down from the first centuries as being a branch of the 
Apostolic Church, reject it as a human institution that 
has no Divine claim to your allegiance. The American 
Episcopal Church can stand both of these proposed 
tests, and therefore non church members and members 
of human religious societies can make no mistake in 
uniting with her, for so they will certainly be doing the 
will of God by identifying themselves with a true branch 
of His Church. 



II. 

THE CHURCH OF OUR RACE. 

BUT some one may ask, why not join the Roman 
Church and have done with it — why stop midway 
between Sectarianism and Romanism? We an- 
swer because there is absolutely nothing in the wajf of 
Catholicity to be gained, while in other respects much 
would be lost by so doing. 

Then God, by a wonderful Providence, has made this 
an English speaking Protestant country. It is true that 
the first discoverers and some of the settlers of the 
Western Hemisphere were Italians and Spaniards, but 
the discoveries and conquests made under the fiag of 
Spain are of very little concern to us. As the Bishop of 
Iowa has aptly observed : " Our interest as a race and 
as a nation centers in the discovery of the North Ameri- 
can continent on June 24, St. John Baptist Day, 1497, 
by Cabot sailing under the authority of King Henry 
VII. of England. It is on the ground of this priority of 
discovery of the continent that the English Crown and 
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Commonwealth based their claim to occupy the West. 
It was in consequence of this discovery of the continent 
by Cabot, and in pursuance of this asserted right to 
people the land on which the cross of England's Church 
had been first planted, and to which the arms of Eng- 
land had been affixed by Cabot, that the great histori- 
cal fact is due that we, the people of these United States, 
are neither by discovery, by colonization, by civiliza- 
tion, by race, by institution nor by faith, Spanish or 
Koman. The Latin race and the Latin Church were 
granted by Divine Providence the opportunities of 
planting their colonies and attempting the conversion 
of the Aborigines of the Western Hemisphere. God 
willed it that in this Western World there should be wit- 
nessed the struggle between the two races, the two 
civilizations, the two ideas of liberty, the two faiths, 
the one of the English Church and State, and the other 
of the Latin people and belief. It is this struggle for a 
continent which has determined our origin as a people, 
the nature of our institutions, our civil and Ecclesias- 
tical liberties, our common laws, our forms and features, 
our very speech, our present standing and glory among 
the nations of the earth, our civilization, our culture 
and our Christianity." 

Since the memorable commemoration of the four 
hundredth anniversity of the discoveries by Columbus, 
Eomanists have been assiduouslj' claiming a large 
share of the credit for the wonderful development of 
this country. The unsophisticated would naturally 
infer from what Leo XIII. says in a recently published 
encyclical, that Columbus and the Spaniards not 
only discovered the North American Continent, but 
also colonized, civilized, and created the United States. 
The Pope, as one of his caustic newspaper critics points 
out, seems to have forgotten that it was Englishmen 
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and their descendants, mostly Protestants, who did all 
this. The truth is that Columbus discovered only some 
far-away islands of the West Indies and afterwards 
made his way to a portion of South America ; but he 
went to his grave believing the land he had seen to be 
a part of Eastern Asia. The attempt of Leo ,to estab- 
lish himself on a specially friendly footing among us on 
the ground that the Spanish bravoes of South America 
were Roman Catholics, heroes of the faith and Apostles 
of Christian civihzation, will strike the average Ameri- 
can Protestant as a rather heavy Papal joke. Ameri- 
cans are not all that they might be, but they have 
common schools in which they learn a little of the ele- 
mentary history of their country. If, therefore, Roman- 
ists expect the rising generations to accept the dogma 
of infallibility, they must either induce the Pope to 
place our school histories on the index of books which 
"Catholics" are, at the peril of their souls, forbidden to 
read, or to cease writing encyclicals in which reference 
is made to historical subjects. 

Think of ih for a moment. This independent, repub- 
lican, Protestant country, the fruit of Spanish enter- 
prise and the Roman Catholic religion ! Romanists 
will find it hard to convince us of this. Indeed they 
can never do it, so long as Mexico, and the Central and 
South Americas are remembered. If there is one les- 
son written in bold and unmistakable characters all 
over the face of those countries, it is that Romanism 
has not the power to create great, free, prosperous and 
intelligent, or even moral nations. The Spanish and 
Italian Peninsulas are themselves evidence of this. In 
the words of Motley : " They ha.ve had a different his- 
tory from that which records the career of France, 
Prussia, the Dutch Commonwealth, the British Empire 
and the Transatlantic Republic." The cause of this 
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difference is pointed out by "Janus" who was certainly 
in a position to know whereof he spoke. "There is," 
says he, "a profound hatred at the bottom of the soul 
of every genuine Ultramontane, of free institutions and 
the whole constitutional system." He then proceeds 
to make the truth of this statement manifest by the 
most conclusive and varied evidence drawn from the 
history of almost every European country. 

We have not in this connection lost sight of the fact 
that it is claimed, upon what at first sight seems to be 
good ground, that the Eomanists of Maryland were the 
first to practice toleration in matters of religion. Their 
descendants of this generation make much of the stat- 
ute which provides that "no person whatsoever within 
this province of Maryland, professing to believe in Jesus 
Christ, shall from henceforth be anyways troubled or 
molested for his or her religion, nor in the free exercise 
thereof, nor anyway compelled to the belief or exercise 
of any other religion against his or her consent." This 
with the statement of the historian, Bancroft, to the 
efiect that in Lord Baltimore's colony "religious liberty 
obtained a home, its only home in the wide world," 
formed the text and burden of the addresses at the 
Roman Catholic Conference at Baltimore in 1889, and 
ever since Romanists have quoted them upon almost 
every occasion of a conversation with a. Protestant. 

Before proceeding to examine this claim in the light 
of the facts in the case, let it be observed that, though 
Maryland may have been the first to secure religious 
toleration by legislation, she was not the only colony 
to practice it. Mr. Bancroft whose comphmentary re- 
marks concerning them, Romanists are naturally fond 
of citing, also has something to say about the toler- 
ance of the Episcopalians of Virginia : "I find no trace 
of persecution in the earliest history of the colony." 
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The following extract from Bishop Coleman's History 
of the Church in America will show that no more can be 
said of Maryland . ' ' Churchmen began very early to set- 
tle in Maryland, so called in honor of Queen Henrietta 
Maria, wife of Charles T. They came from Virginia, 
some time prior to 163i, and made their homes on the 
Isle of Kent, opposite what is now known as the city of 
Annapohs. The Eev. Richard James (who had accom- 
panied Sir George Calvert, the first Lord Baltimore, 
before he became a Roman Catholic), was for a while 
their minister. Not long afterwards, a Chapel was 
erected at St. Mary's where lay Services were held. 
These Church people suffered considerable indignity at 
the hands of the Roman Catholics, against whom they 
felt obliged to petition for redress. They styled them- 
selves 'Protestant Catholics.' One complaint was 
that a prominent Roman Catholic had stolen the key of 
their Chapel and removed their books. He was made 
to restore them, and pay a fine (<f five hundred pounds 
of tobacco, to be applied to the support of the first 
clergyman who should arrive. Before a great while, 
the proprietary government was overthrown, and 
Protestants, with religious toleration, were in the 
ascendency." 

In regard to the pretension that Americans owe 
their religious and civil hberties to Roman CatBolics, 
we desire in the interest of truth to make two or three 
observations. To begin, the statute of which we hear 
so much is not quite so liberal as might be supposed 
from the extracts which Romanists so frequently quote. 
The part that they always leave out runs as follows: 
"Any person or persons whatsoever that shall deny 
our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, or shall 
deny the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, or the Godhead of any of the three persons of 
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the Holy Trinity or the unity of the Godhead, or shall 
use any reproachful words, speeches or languages con- 
cerning the Holy Trinity, or any of the three said Per- 
sons thereof, shall be punished with death and confisca- 
tion or forfeiture of all his or her land and goods to the 
Lord Proprietor and his heirs." Then, in quoting from 
Mr. Bancroft they forget to mention what he says 
about the composition of the legislative body which 
passed the statute. He says: "The Protestant Gov- 
ernor, Stone, and his Council of six, composed equally 
of Protestants and Catholics, and the representatives 
of the people of Maryland, of whom five were Catholics, 
at a general session of the Assembly, held in April, 
1649, placed upon their statute book an act for the 
religious freedom which by the unbroken usage of fif- 
teen years had become sacred on their soil." In an- 
other place he tells us that "the very great majority of 
the Maryland people were Protestants." 

Thus it looks very much as if the law were a Protes- 
tant act for the toleration of Romanists instead of the 
reverse, as they would have us believe. That this is the 
correct view of the matter is rendered next to certain 
by the fact that in 1648 William Stone, the Governor, 
an ancestor of Bishop Stone, of Maryland, took the 
following oath : "I will not molest, trouble or dis- 
counffenance any person in this province professing to 
believe in Jesus Christ, in particular no Roman Catho- 
lic." "What does this signify," asks Bishop Coleman, 
" but that the Roman Catholics were the tolerated and 
protected?" 

"That Roman Catholics," says Dr. McConnell in his 
History of the American Episcopal Church, "should be 
claimed as the champions of rehgious hberty in the 
seventeenth century, seems sufficiently grotesque to the 
student of history. The simple truth in the premises is 
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this: The Calverts did believe and practice so; the 
Roman Church did neither the one nor the other. The 
settlers of Maryland were too glad to find safety to 
think of persecution. Not that they would have done so 
if they could. They should have, ungrudged, their meed 
of piaise ; but they must not have all the praise. It 
must not be forgotten that their new home was given 
them by a Protestant king, with the hearty advice and 
approval of a Protestant council, who in so doing 
waived their own claims in the interest of their mis- 
guided but still loved countrymen. They made the gift 
with their eyes open. Enghsh Romanists were ut- 
terly discredited as citizens. It was not alone nor chiefly 
that their religion was abhorrent. By their own dec- 
laration they took their political orders from an 
enemy whom England could not then afford to despise. 
Romanists in England meant servants to the Papacy 
and agents of the King of Spain. Despite of this Prot- 
testant Englishmen gave them that peaceful home in 
Maryland, which had already been brutally refused 
them by their French co-religionists in Newfoundland. 
The founders were of those few^ in their day who were 
Catholics rather than Romanists, and Englishmen be- 
fore either. Such were the Calverts, a noble race with 
few contemporaries and fewer descendants. They had 
neither the will nor the poAver of intolerance. But they 
laid no claim to toleration as a virtue. They simply 
recognized existing facts. The first offer of persecution 
by the Maryland colony would have brought such a 
storm about them as would have swept them into the 
ocean. Churchmen and Quakers, Papists and Puritans, 
would have combined to exterminate the ingrates. 
They were glad to leave England, and there is serious 
reason to believe that they were not altogether sorry 
to be three thousand miles farther away from Rome." 
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No, we owe our liberty of conscience, civilization and 
marvelous material prosperty to our English origin and 
Protestant religion. This .being the case, it seems to 
be a clear indication of God's will that we should be 
identified with the Church of the English-speaking race. 
Neither the Roman Church nor any of the Denomina- 
tions can establish a claim to the recognition and allegi- 
ance of Americans upon the ground of being the Church 
of our race. Romanism and Sectarianism were respec- 
tively six hundred and fifteen hundred years too late in 
coming upon the scene. Whatever the Roman Catholics 
in England may have to say about the Church of Eng- 
land, they are unable to deny that their own organiza- 
tion in that country is a new one. It has no succession 
from pre-Reformation times. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury some time ago styled it the "new Italian Mission." 
Romanists at first were much exasperated at an ex- 
pression which so precisely defined their true status. 
But one of their own number, the Jesuit Father Hum- 
phreys, has since boldly avowed: " We are a new Mis- 
sion straight from Rome." On this point at least, 
Anglican and Romans are now agreed. An Archimandrite 
of the Greek Church, residing in England, saj's : " Roman 
Catholics, like ourselves [Greek Catholics], are Noncon- 
formists in these isles. The Ecclesiastical State Church 
of England we recognize as an important branch of the 
great Catholic Church." 

Thus whether we act, in the choice of a Church, from 
reference to God's will, or with regard to the future of 
our race or civilization, we shall choose the Episcopal 
Church rather than any other. 



III. 

A VALID MINISTRY. 

WE should be induced to identify ourselves with 
the Episcopal Church rather than with any 
one of the Protestant Denominations, because 
her ministry is more certainly authoritatively commis- 
sioned. All agree that the validity of a minister's com- 
mission must be looked to. Some of the Denominations 
of modern origin attach almost, if not quite, as much 
importance to this matter as do Episcopahans and 
other representatives of Historic Churc;hes. We are at 
unity in the agreement that no man with impunity can 
take the great honor and assume the awful responsi- 
bilities of representing Christ as a proclaimer of the 
Gospel message and an administrator of the Gospel 
Sacraments, unless he be divinely called thereto. But 
we differ as to what constitutes this call which we agree 
to be essential. A majority of our Denominational 
brethren think that it consists exclusively in an inward, 
spiritual call. The minority among them hold that to 
this call must be added thelayingon of hands by Presby- 
ters or elders. But not even the latter of these, though 
inclusive of the former, is held to be a sufficient com- 
mission by any of the branches of the Historic Church 
of which the American Episcopal is one. Eomans, 
Greeks, Anglicans and other Catholic and Apostolic 
Communions, comprising together fully nine-tenths of 
Christendom, insist that none are lawful ministers of 
the Church of God unless they have received Ordination 
by a Bishop who can trace his spiritual descent and 
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authority to the Apostles by an unbroken succession. 
Nor are those who contend for the sufficiency of Presby- 
terian ordination, able to advance and support any ar- 
gument that is convincing to us, or reassuring to those 
among themselves who have once become fami]ia,r with, 
and disturbed by, the facts upon which our convictions 
rest. 

Our Bishops can show their connection with the 
AposUes by at least three independent continuous an- 
cestral lines, namely, that of Jerusalem, Eome and 
. Ephesus. And this they can do by almost innumerable 
separate strands. Through St. Augustine, first Bishop 
of Canterbury, St. Patrick, first Archbishop of Armagh, 
and the British, Irish and Galilean Bishops, they are 
connected with St. John and St. Paul ; through Arch- 
bishop) Theodore and several of his successors, with St. 
Paul and St. Peter, and through St. David and the 
Welsh Bishops, with St. James and the whole college of 
Apostles. Tbere is not a candid historian in all the 
world who will question the continuity of the English 
succession. Thus, in our Ordinations, nothing is want- 
ing that either the representatives of modern Denomina- 
tionalism or of the various branches of the ancient 
Catholic and Apostolic Church deem essentia,!. 

In view of the fact that the whole of Christendom 
held to the necessity of Episcopal Ordination during all 
of the fifteen hundred years preceding the Reformation, 
and that nine-tenths of the Christian world still hold it, 
we could never be quite certain about the lawfulness of 
the Orders of our ministry, if their possession depended 
wholly upon the inward call, or upon the laying on of 
hands by the Presbytery, or even upon both of these. 
On the other hand, if we, who are in the great majority, 
be wrong, and they, who are in the small minority, 
right, there will still be no room for misgiving on our 
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part. For if either the inward call or Ihe laying on of 
hands by Presbyters, or both of them together, be neces- 
sary, the validity of the Ordination which our ministers 
have received, cannot be doubted. They are obliged to 
answer questions by responses which they could not 
make if they were not fully persuaded of a Divine call to 
preach the everlasting Gospel. It is moreover required 
that at least one Presbyter shall be present to lay on 
hands with the Bishop. If, therefore, a Church be 
chosen with reference to the validity of its ministry, 
there is none which can present a better claim than the 
Episcopal Church. No ministry is more demonstrably 
Scriptural and Apostolic than ours. 



IV. 

SUPERIOR OPPORTUNITIES. 

NEXT to finding in history an external indication 
of God's will as to our choice of a Church, we 
should have also in view an environment con- 
ducive to our growth in Christ-likeness, and to the up- 
building of ourselves in "theFaith once delivered to the 
Saints." Indeed to be governed by these considerations 
is only another way of obeying Him. For certainly it 
is His will that we should be rooted and grounded in 
the true doctrine of Christ and the Apostles, and that 
we should grow into the full stature of Christian man- 
hood a.nd womanhood. The main object in life should 
be the shaping of our conduct and the moulding of our 
character by the precepts and example of our Lord 
and Saviour. In this great work we require help in the 
way of constant, efficient teaching. In other words, we 
must be in a good school of Christ. All Churches are, 
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in one of their chief aspects, religious seminaries of 
learning. And dll persons who attend upon Divine 
Services are students. 

Ill respect to institutions for secular education, it is 
well understood that there is a wide difference between 
them, so far as equipment and eflBciency are concerned. 
Parents and students recognize this, and, when their 
circumstances will permit, feel it their privilege and duty 
to select the best. Now we hold that there is just as 
much room, if not more, for preference in religious 
schools. If in other respects the popular assertion: 
"One Church is as good as another," be true, ib cer- 
tainly is not so concerning their teaching capabilities. 
In this particular some are unquestionably better than 
others. 

The efficiency of a school depends upon four things: 
The proficiency of the teachers, the course of study, 
the text-books and the apparatus for illustrating and 
impressing the truths that are taught. We believe that 
even a cursory examination of the educational system 
which prevails throughout the Anglican Communion, 
will lead all candid Americans, who make choice of a 
Church for the purpose of learning in the school of 
Christ, to choose the Episcopal Church. Her ministers 
or teachers will be found to be well qualified for their 
work. Her course of study covers the whole ground. 
Her text-books comprise not only the Holy Scriptures, 
but also the Book of Common Prayer, which has no 
equal for the hght which it throws upon the Word of 
God, and for the practical way in which it weaves its 
teachings into our lives. Her ritual, festivals, and fasts 
are so many impressive object lessons, tending at once 
to systematize, emphasize and fix the oral teachings of 
the Services and sermons. See how the most important 
events of the Christian Dispensation and the doctrines 
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which they teach pass under review from year to year 
through the whole of our lives. 

" Advent tells us Christ is near, 
Christmas tells us Christ is here; 
In Epiphany we trace 
All the glory of His Grace. 

"Those three Sundays before Lent 
Will prepare us to repent, 
That in Lent we may begin 
Earnestly to mourn for sin. 

" Holy Week and Easter then 
Tell who died and rose again, 
O that happy Easter day, 
Christ is risen again we say. 

" Yes, and Christ ascended, too, 
To prepare a place for you. 
So we give Him special praise 
After those great forty days. 

"Then He sent the Holy Ghost 
On the day of Pentecost, 
With us ever to abide. 
Well may we keep Whitsuntide. 

" Last of all we humbly sing 
Glory to our God and King, 
Glory to the One in Three 
On the feast of Trinity. — Amen." 

But the doctrinal period from Advent to Trinity 
covers only half of the course of sacred teaching pro- 
vided for in the Prayer Book. After that we have six 
months of practical instruction. In the words of the 
Bishop of Ohio : " The Church gives us twenty-five Sun- 
days of the Trinity season, in which the holy teachings 
of our Lord are set forth. The first six months of the 
year are occupied with the succinct narrative of His 
earthly experience ; the next six months are filled with 
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the result of His holy instructions. Each Sunday has 
its theme and topic ; and these are the fruits, the out- 
growth of His own example. Faith, forgiveness, charity, 
hope, perseverance, patience, these are some of the 
sacred virtues illumined and set forth — the Christian 
works — the Christian development, the Christian walk- 
accentuated by the glowing words culled from the 
Bible, and grouped in order, to set forth the unmistak- 
able rule of the Christian's daily life and conversation." 

As a distinguished Congregational minister, Dr. 
Thomas K. Beecher, says: "He, who for years has 
been a Churchman, and remains ill-grounded in Scrip- 
ture, shows himself to be an unworthy son of a very 
faithful Mother. By the Lessons, Gospels, Epistles, 
Psalms and Collects, appointed for special fast or feast 
days, the events commemorated by that day are 
wrought into the memory of every worshipper. And by 
seasons, longer or shorter, of special religious effort 
and observance, this Church satisfies the same want 
which other churches satisfy by weeks of prayer, pro- 
tracted meetings and long revivals. A good school is a 
dull place to any visitor who rushes in to find sensation 
and excitement. He will call it dry, poky, stupid. In 
like manner, many religious sensation-makers and sen- 
sation-seekers will promptly vote the Church calendar 
and all its smooth machinery of pious drill, a very dull 
substitute for a regular, rousing revival. But, in the 
long run, the Church that steadily trains and teaches 
will outlive the church that only arouses and startles. 
' If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples 
indeed.'" 

The Eev. Dr. Hitchcock, in a paper read before the 
last Pan-Presbyterian Conference, thus speaks of the 
value of the Christian year and pleads for its restora- 
tion : "I anticipate a revival of the old Christian year, 
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Clear back, close up to the Apostolic times, we find at 
least Passover, Pentecost and Epiphany. Christmas 
appears not long after. And then the calendar was 
crowded with festivals which disgusted our Protestant 
fathers, bringing the whole system into disrepute. As 
between Puritans and Papists, we side, of course, with 
the Puritan, but the older way is better than either. 
Judaism had more than its weekly Sabbath, and Protes- 
tant Christendom needs more, and is steadily taking 
more. Christmas is leading this new procession. Good 
Friday, Easter and Whitsuntide are not far behind. 
These, at least, can do us no harm. They emphasize the 
three grand facts and features of our religion: Incar- 
nation, Atonement, and Regeneration." 

By comparison with the Episcopal Church, the Ro- 
man educational system is unintelligible and supersti- 
tions, and thatof the Denomina,tions is wanting in com- 
prehensiveness and thoroughness. Romegivestoo muc^h 
time to legends and traditions, and the Denominations 
lay too great stress upon emotions and impulses. The 
former system accepts the decrees of a Pope; the latter 
follows the idiosyncrasies of enthusiastic leaders. The 
one tends to exaggerated dependence, the other to un- 
bounded individualism. The one is petrifaction, the 
other dissipation. The end of both must be a departure 
farther and farther from the Catholic Faith. I am 
not claiming that the Anglican or Episcopalian system 
is faultless, but I insist that it is incomparably better 
than either the Roman or Denominational. Besides, it 
stands to reason that the Church which is entwined 
with the entire history of our race, has in herself those 
conservative elements and constructive forces which are 
just what our nntional fabric requires. The Church's 
superiority as a religious educator has all along at- 
tracted roany Americans to her fold, ajad will continije 



376 WHY AMEBICANS SHOULD BE EPISCOPALIANS. 

to do so iu increasing numbers as long as men and 
women choose their Church relationship with reference 
to the opportunity afforded to them for becoming 
rooted and grounded in the Faith of the Gospel, and for 
growing up in the full stature of Christian manhood 
and womanhood. 



Again, we claim that in the choice of a Church, it is 
a duty to have regard to opportunities of usefulness to 
your neighbor and to the world at large. The reasons 
which would induce you to join the Episcopal Church, 
on your own behalf, are of equal force when you have in 
view the good of others. For they, as well as you, have 
need of building up in faith and character. If the 
Church's system is best for you, it will likewise be so 
for your family, for your neighbor, and for your coun- 
trymen generally. This will appear more satisfactorily 
if, after agreeing upon the principal religious needs of 
our time and country, it can be shown that of all the 
Christian bodies, the Episcopal is the best adapted to 
meet them. There will be little, if any, dissent from the 
affirmation that one of our greatest needs is such a 
presentation of Christianity as will produce the highest 
type of character. 

We have already seen that the educational system 
of the Episcopal Church is at least theoretically the 
best. If our theory be true, it should be capable of 
something approaching to practical demonstration, for 
"By their fruits ye shall know them." But how shall 
we, without comparisons which will be apparently un- 
charitable, demonstrate our theory by the fruit of the 
system ? It will not do for us to be the judge, for so 
our decision would be rejected as partial and biased. 
We must, therefore, produce outside testimony. This is 
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found in the most satisfactory directions imaginable. 
Upon the whole, those who are placed by the suffrages 
of the people in the most responsible and exalted public 
ofHces, will be admitted to have been the picked men of 
the country. This has not, of course, always been the 
case, but the exceptions, it must be conceded, do not 
disprove the general rule. If, then, we can make it clear 
that an abnormal proportion of the most illustrious of 
our public servants have been sons of the Episcopal 
Church, our claim that she should be chosen because she 
develops the type of character that the country stands 
most in need of, will have been made good. 

Now, it cannot altogether have escaped the atten- 
tion of any who are in the habit of reading the obitu- 
ary notices of distinguished personages, that many 
of the public men who have died in the course of 
the last ten or fifteen years, have been buried by our 
Clergy and Service. Of course, this is no proof that the 
deceased was a communicant of the Episcopal Church, 
but it does prove that he was more or less closely con- 
nected with her, or, at least, that she was his preference. 
I am convinced, however, from personal investigation, 
that inquiry would, in the majority of cases, establish 
the fact that he was by birth, education, and life-long 
association, a Churchman. 

In September, 1886, 1 had occasion to make a mem- 
orandum of the men who, in the course of the preceding 
twelve months, had been added to the United States' 
list of honored dead. It was as follows : "Thomas A. 
Hendricks, Vice President of the United States; George 
B. McClellan, General, and candidate for the Presidency; 
Wm. H. Vanderbilt, the richest man the world had ever 
known; W. S. Hancock, General, and candidate for 
the Presidency; Horatio Seymour, twice Governor of 
New York, also candids-te for the Presidency; J. H. 
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Devereux, General, and Eailway President ; David Davis, 
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court; 
S. J. Tilden, Governor of New York, and candidate for 
the Presidency ; John W. Stevenson, Governor of Ken- 
tucky, and United States Senator ; Rufus P. Spaulding, 
Judge and Scholar. Of these, Tilden was the only one 
whose obsequies were not performed by one of our Cler- 
gymen, and he, Justice Davis and McClellan were the 
only persons among these ten distinguished American 
citizens who were not found, upon investigation, to 
have been actual communicants of the Episcopal Church. 
This showing is doubtless proportionately as true of 
the other years back to Revolutionary and Colonial 
times. 

Bishop Perry, the learned and tireless Historiog- 
rapher of the American Church, has thrown a gTeat 
deal of light upon the Church relationship of the great 
heroes and statesmen, whose names will ever be house- 
hold words with Americans, as, indeed, not a few of them 
are with all lovers of liberty, and admirers of greatness 
throughout the civilized world. It appears from his 
investigations that, notwithstanding the prejudice 
against the Episcopal Church, and the false charges as 
to her patriotism in Colonial times, which charges have 
been fully answered in another connection,* two-thirds of 
the deputies of the First Continental Congress held at 
Philadelphia, 1774, were Churchmen. The same pro- 
portion obtained in the Congress which declared our 
independence. Of the fifty-flve actual signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, thirty-four were Episco- 
palians ; twelve, Congregationahsts ; four, Presbyte- 
rians ; three, Quakers ; one was a Baptist, and one a 
Roman Catholic. The resolution offered in the Conti- 
nental Congress of 1776, declaring the thirteen colonies 

♦Lecture V. Part III, 
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free and independent, was moved by Richard Henry Lee, 
of Virginia, an Episcopalian and a vestryman. The 
Chairman of the Committee of Congress, to which tbis 
resolution was referred, and by whom the declaration 
was reported after its discussion, and adoption in " com- 
mittee of the whole," was Benjamin Harrison, of Vir- 
ginia, also a vestryman of the Episcopal Church. The 
author of the Declaration itself, Thomas Jefferson, 
of Virginia, although in later life regarded as an infidel, 
and certainly holding and advocating views quite incon- 
sistent with those accepted by any Christian body, had 
been baptized and was a vestryman of the Church in 
Virginia, and to the last of his life was a regular attend- 
ant at her Services. 

Of the twelve generals appointed by Washington 
early in the war, eight were his fellow Episcopalians. It 
is not too much to claim, indeed it was admitted by 
the Puritan, Adams, that the issue of the struggle for 
independence, and the history of this country, would 
in all probability have been very different but for these 
illustrious Episcopalian patriots. The sons of the Epis- 
copal Church were no less conspicuous and important in 
the preservation of the Union when threatened by the 
Confederacy. Seward, Chase, Stanton, Wells, Blair, 
Dennison, Henry Winter Davis, Scott, Meade, Scofield, 
Curtis, Hancock, Farragut, Porter, Waite, Columbus De- 
lano, and many others of scarcely less distinction, were 
Episcopalians. Nor will it at all weaken our argument, 
so far as it concerns the superiority of the Church's edu- 
cational system, if we call attention to the fact tha.t the 
leaders of the Confederacy were also Episcopalians. 
This is true of Davis, Lee, Tombs, Hill, Johnston, 
Bishop Polk, Long-street, Seward, Wade Hampton. 
True, these were not patiiots from the standpoint 
of Northerners, but Southerners regarded them as 
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such; and undoubtedly they would have taken first 
rank with our heroes had their environment been the 
same. 

The late Bishop Robertson, of Missouri, a high au- 
thority on American history, in his "Churchman's 
Answer," says : " Those, who in this country have borne 
rule and been representative men, have with a curious 
unanimity come forth from those whose piety found its 
best expression in the Prayer Book. Of the Continental 
Congress from Peyton to Randolph, the majority of its 
Presidents were Episcopalians. Washington, and two- 
thirds of the Presidents of the United States since his 
day, have been Episcopalians. The same has been true 
of three-fourths of all the Secretaries of the State. The 
most eminent and influential of all our Statesmen have 
been the same: Franklin, Clinton, Jay, Morris, Living- 
stone, Patrick Henry, Hoffman, Schuyler, Randolph, 
Duane, Wirt, Cass, Clay, Benton, Webster. To say 
that the same is true of the commanders of our army 
and navy, would be to catalogue the names of almost 
every one who has attained to eminence. The Chief 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States 
have, with but two exceptions, been Episcopalians." 

Now, this is a very remarkable showing, especially 
so when we consider that the Episcopal Church 
ranks only seventh or eighth in point of numbers 
among the religious bodies of the country, and that 
both Romanists and Denominationalists, who together 
must re])re8ent nine-tenths of our Christian population, 
have always been deeply prejudiced against us. There 
is, under the circumstances, only one satisfactory way 
of accounting for this, namely, by admitting the truth 
of our claim, that the Episcopal Church, having the best 
system of religious education, is the best adapted to 
produce that type of character of which the country 
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stands most in need. Therefore, if a Church be chosen 
with reference to the opportunities which it affords to 
promote the good of others and of the country, it will 
necessarily be the Episcopal. 



V. 

DOCTRINAL STABILITY. 

EXCEPTING the Mediaeval errors and corruptions 
which were common to the whole of Western 
Christendom, the Episcopal Church occupies now 
the same doctrinal position that she did during the first 
three centuries of the Christian era. Since the Reforma- 
tion she has remained immovably anchored by her in- 
comparable Liturgy, to the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints. This is not the case with Romanism or with 
any of the forms of Denominationalism. 

Rome has been adding to the Faith, the articles of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary and the 
Infallibility of the Pope, to say nothing of the numerous 
decrees of the Council of Trent, the acceptance of which 
articles and decrees is made necessary to salvation and 
to membership in her communion. 

No additions have been made to the faith originally 
held by Denominationalists, but it has been woefully 
diminished. With the possible exception of the high 
German Lutherans between whom and Episcopalians 
there is, aside from their Presbyterian government and 
doctrine of Consubstantiation, so much in common, 
all the chief Denominations have drifted far away from 
their original moorings. It is impossible for any, but 
the historian, to realize the extent to which Denomina- 
tionalists have been driven about by every wind of doc- 
trine, and how many of them have made shipwreck of 
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faith on the shoals of heresy, skepticism and indifference. 
But those who have not the leisure or books to 
fanailiarize themselves with the melancholy history of 
non-Episcopal Protestantism in Germany, France, 
England, Holland, the United States, and indeed all 
countries without any exception, where it has taken 
root, will perceive the truth of what we have said as 
soon as their attention is called to the fact, that all the 
divisions which have occurred since the Lutherans 
went out from the Roman Church, and the Independents 
from the Chiirch of England, mark more or less wide 
departures from the doctrine and discipline of the first 
Dissenters. In the nature of things there would have 
been no division without a difference, and no difference 
resulting in a division without a departure from the 
tenets of the earliest sectaries. From the standpoint 
of the first sects, those who went out must have been in 
each case heretics. Schism and heresy are inseparable. 
Ciiurch history proves that the two invariably go hand 
in hand. There may be error in doctrine without 
separation, but not the latter without the former. This 
being so, the reader will see at once that all the hun- 
dreds of Denominations into which the first two or 
three non-Episcopal bodies have been multiplied, could 
not have arisen without wide divergences from the doc- 
trinal position of their sectarian forefathers. 

Nor is there any reason for believing that the end is 
yet. True the multiplication of sects is no longer en- 
couraged and justified as it was until lately. On the 
contrary, many of the choicest Christians of every name 
arc praying, working and hoping for reunion. But 
nevertheless we now and then read of the organization 
of a new Denomination. And, it must be remembered 
that in reality all who are not identified with any form 
of organized Christianity, because they think that they 
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can be as good Christians outside the Church as in it, 
are a church unto themselves. There can be no doubt 
about it, these one-raan churches are increasing at an 
astounding rate. At the Reformation period every 
man, woman and child in Christendom was identified 
with some body of Christians, but now untold millions 
are unattached. So numerous are the outsiders, espe- 
cially in the United States, that if a man be asked con- 
cerning his religious affiliations, no one is surprised if 
he reply, "01 belong to ' the great church,' " from which 
we are to understand that he is one of the unaffiliated 
majority. And this "great church," so called, cer- 
tainly has a larger constituency and is growing more 
rapidly than any other. Now the point I make is 
this, and certainly there are none so obtuse as not to 
be able to see it, that every representative of this " great 
church " whose sympathies are with Protestantism, is 
a witness to the departures, and very wide ones at that, 
from the position occupied by the first Denomina- 
tionalists. 

The most cursory examination of the writings of 
Luther, Calvin, and John Wesley will convince any can- 
did mind that even those who now profess to be their 
followers are not so at all. The evidence of this is found 
in the fact that these illustrious Reformers held and 
taught many of the very doctrines which are now said 
to bar their professed spiritual descendants from the 
Episcopal Church. They believed Episcopacy to be of 
Divine Appointment, or, at least, the best form of Eccle- 
siastical government; they held the doctrine of Baptis- 
mal Regeneration; they regarded Confirmation as a 
Scriptural ordinance, and maintained that the Body 
and Blood of Christ are spiritually, though reall^', re- 
ceived in the Holy Communion. It was' upon the urgent 
recommendation of Peter Martyr and Bucer, disciples 
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of Luther and Calvin, that the Confession and Absolu- 
tion were introduced into our Daily Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer. 

And not only have Dehominationalists departed 
from their founders in respect to those points which 
were originally held in common with the Church of Eng- 
land, but they have, in many cases, renounced the doc- 
trines which differentiated them from the Church. Take, 
for example, the distinctive dogmas of Calvin. It is un- 
questionable that during the last fifty years, Calvinistic 
theology has been generally surrendered by the Bap- 
tists, Congregationalists, and even Presbyterians. And 
yet so thoroughly was Congregationalism once identi- 
fied with Calvinism, that in England, the Independent 
Chapel is still sometimes called, in common parlance, the 
" Calvinistic meeting." If my memory serves me correctly, 
it was at Chicago, on the floor of the Great Annual Pres- 
byterian Assembly that a delegate, in speaking upon a 
resolution providing for some change in the Confession of 
Faith, electrified the vast assemblage by asserting that 
there was not in all the Assembly a single minister who 
believed in infant damnation. I believe the speaker was 
not contradicted. Be it remembered, it was Calvin- 
ism which "divided the English Church, and, indeed, 
Protestant Christendom, into two hostile camps" — 
the system which is generally surrendered. After work- 
ing endless mischief and estrangement, it has quietly 
disappeared from the Evangelical Creed. And this 
is to a great degree true of the distinguishing doc- 
trines of Luther and Wesley, and, in fact, of all who 
have originated divisions in the Body of Christ. So 
that, strange as it may appear, those who call them- 
selves by the names of sectaries, are not their followers, 
either in the many doctrines which they held in com- 
mon with the Church, or in a few wherein they differed 
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from her. The old Faith is still believed by countless 
millions, but the new doctrines which were thought to 
be of so great importance as to justify promulgation at 
the expense of Christian unity, have, for the most part, 
been repudiated, or at least neglected, even by the de- 
scendants of those who separated from the Historic 
Church, and banded themselves about their leader 
in order that they might disseminate his peculiar 
views. 

Now I respectfully submit to the Denominational 
reader that these and other changes of front constitute a 
sufficient reason for an examination, if not an abandon- 
ment, of your present position. The fact that you are 
not in accord with the doctrinal eccentricities of your 
fathers, while they were at uuitj- with us touching the 
doctrines and customs to which you object in the 
Mother Church, should at least induce you to listen 
patiently to any explanation that we have to offer. 
"A part of the old Denominational platform has already 
given way under your feet ; may it not well be suspected 
that the rest is rickety and untenable? May it not be that 
objections still entertained — as, for example, to Apostol- 
ical succession, to Baptismal Eegeneration, to Absolu- 
tion, and the like, may turn outto be based on misunder- 
standing and to be propped up by prejudice? You will 
no doubt protest that this is impossible, but then your 
forefathei'S would have protested just as loudly that 
they could never be reconciled to the surplice, never 
abandon the 'Five Points,' never tolerate Liturgical 
forms. To Churchmen patiently looking on and pray- 
ing that Christians may be one, it seems that 'Mr. 
Prejudice has fallen down and broken his leg,' and that 
they may not only wish with Bunyan 'that it had been 
his head,' but may see in his unsteadiness ground for 
hoping that that will come next. " 

C. A.— 25 



386 WHT AMERICANS SHOULD BE EPISCOPALIANS. 

The Episcopal Church is doctrinally the most con- 
servative of all bodies of Christians. The fact that she 
is known and spoken of as the " via media," the middle 
way between the extremes of Romanism and Protestant- 
ism, in itself proves this. Whoever, therefore, iu the 
choice of his Church relationship has reference to un- 
changieableness of teaching, will identify himself with 
some branch of the Anglican Communion. 

VI. 

CHRISTIAN UNITY. 

" For hearts that have been long estranged, 
And friends that have grown cold, 
Shall meet again, like parted streams, 
And mingle as of old ? " 

AS a convert^ to Episcopacy, I have always thought 
that one of the chief reasons for membership in 
the Anglican Communion rather than in any 
other, is the fact that she occupies the only ground upon 
which the greatest need of the Christian world. Unity, 
can be satisfied. 

Of late years the subject of Christian Unity has been 
receiving more and more attention, until now it may be 
said to have become the "burning question " of theday. 
Professor Fit-her, of Yale College, a Congregational di- 
vine, clearly discerns the rising spirit of Church Unity, 
when he says : " The centrifugal age of Protestantism is 
closed. The centripetal action has begun." The change 
of thought in favor of a united, rather than a di- 
vided. Church cannot have escaped observation by any 
except a few Ecclesiastical Rip Van Winkles. They 
will wake up some of these fine days to the realiza- 
tion of the fact that the old leaders of thought, 
and the whole of the rising generation are regretting 
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and depreciating the evils of divisions and are talking, 
working and praying for unity, and that they are stand- 
ing alone as the champions of sectarianisna. 

Christian Unity is a thought which has been In the 
hearts of many of the religious movements of the Nine- 
teenth Century. The Irvingite movement, the Tracta- 
rian and that which has developed into the Denomina- 
tion of Plymouth Brethren, were all largely influenced 
by it. The Evangelical Alliance, the Association for 
promoting the Unity of Christendom, the Bonn Reunion 
Conferences, and the Home Eeuniou Society, are all of 
them fruits of the desire for unity taking different forms. 
The longing for reunion is now more than ever finding 
expression in publications, Itj the organization of socie- 
ties, in the official declarations of Churches and in the 
institution of a daj' of intercession and instruction 
which gives promise of universal observation. By com- 
mon consent the day fixed upon is Whitsun-Day. It 
was first appointed in 1894, by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. In 1895, the League of Catholic Unity, a 
society composed of very distinguished ministers repi-e- 
senting several of the leading American Denominations, 
have joined the Primate of the Anglican Communion in 
the request that on this day, annually, prayers be of- 
fered, and sermons preached, on behalf of organic Chris- 
tian Union. 

The reasons for fixing upon Whitsun-Day are obvi- 
ous. It is the birthday of the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church of Christ. It was on Pentecost, fifty 
days after Easter, and ten after the Ascension, when the 
Disciplies were all with one accord in one place, that they 
were baptized with the Holy Ghost, and endued with 
that miraculous wisdom and power which enabled them 
to carry out their Lord's plans and directions, by estab- 
lishing and building up His Kingdom, in spite of every 
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opposition, with marvelous rapidity. And after eight 
hundred years of division between the Eastern and 
Western Catholic Churches and three hundred years of 
Denominationalism in the West, it has come to be real- 
ized by Christians of every name that the world can 
never be brought to Christ by a divided Church. "The 
world," says Dr. Milligan, a Presbyterian, "will never 
be converted by a disunited Church." "In our present 
divided state," writes a veteran missionary. Dr. Alex- 
ander Williamson, himself not a Churchman, "we will 
never Christianize China — never!" "When I asked," 
says Bishop Selwyn, "one of the most remarkable of the 
New Zealand chieftains why he refused to be a Christian, 
he stretched out three fingers, and, pointing to the 
center joint, said, ' I have come to a point from which I 
see three roads branching. This is the Church of Eng- 
land, this the Church of Rome, and this the Wesleyans. 
I am sitting down here doubting which to take.'" 
"And," adds the Bishop, "he sat doubting at that 
' cross road ' until he died." The realization of our jm- 
potency is pressing upon the hearts and consciences of 
multitudes of every name the question, how can unity be 
restored? It is my purpose to answer this inquiry in 
part by trying to make it appear that the only practi- 
cable rallying point is on the ground occupied by the 
American Episcopal Church. 



At the consecration of Dr. Lawrence, Bishop of 
Massachusetts, the celebrated Greek Archbishop of the 
Apostolic See of Zante, said truly of us : " You are Prot- 
estant, but you are Catholic. As Protestants, you com- 
prehend all the other Protestant bodies, and, on the 
other hand, you alone can draw the attention of the 
Catholic Churches. Your Church, sister of the other 
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Protestant Churches, and sister of the other Catholic 
Churches, is the center to which all the eminent pastors 
of Christians will, in the future, cast their eyes, when, by 
the grace of God, they shall decide to take steps for the 
union of the Christian world into one Church with one 
Pastor." The Archbishop is not alone in his opinion. 
Count Joseph De Maistre, a distinguished Roman Cath- 
olic, thought that if ever Christendom is to be reunited, 
the movemeut must proceed from the Anglican Com- 
munion. He recognized it as the only mediator who 
can lay hands upon both parties ; for, as he says, " with 
one hand she touches us [Roman Catholics] and with the 
other the Protestants." 

It will be perfectly manifest to all who are familiar 
with the Declaration of the House of Bishops at Chicago, 
in A.D. 1886, and of the Pan-Anglican Conference of 
Bishops at Lambeth Palace, London, in the year 1888, 
and of the action of the General Convention at Balti- 
more, in A.D. 1892, that any scheme of Christian unity 
which cannot be consummated within the limits of the 
ground now occupied by the American Episcopal Church, 
must fail so far as includingthe great Anglican Commun- 
ion of more than twenty million adherents is concerned. 

As actual proof that it is possible for all Christians of 
every name to unite here in one organic body, let me 
call attention to the notable fact that representatives 
of all doctrinal and governmental views are now, and 
long have been, standing upon this ground. We have 
in this Church some who are, in respect to their views of 
God's mercy, Armenians, Calvinists, and Universalists. 
The Roman, Zwinglian, and Lutheran doctrines of the 
Sacraments have their advocates, or at least would be 
tolerated among us. The same is true of the distinct- 
ive doctrines of the Baptists, Methodists, Adventists, 
Disciples, and others. Concerning the vexed question of 
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Church governmetit, we have High Episcopalians, Pres- 
byterians, CoiJgregationalists, and Iiidifferentists. There 
is a sprinkling of those who advocate and practice an 
extreme Ritualism, such as could scarcely be duplicated 
in Roman usage, and others who, in spirit, and so far as 
possible in practice, are severe Puritans. There are sub- 
ject] vists and externalists; literalists and rationalists; 
the votaries of society and the recluse— all these schools 
of doctrine, government, worship and conduct are now 
actually to be found among both the Clergy and Laymen 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

The comprehensive character of the Church is illus- 
trated by almost all our Confirmation classes. A 
majority of the adult candidates are usually persons 
who have grown up under other religious influences. I 
have before me hhe account of a class of one hundred 
and two candidates confirmed on Good Friday, a.d. 
1894, in St. Andrew's Church, Harlem, New York. There 
were fifty-seven Americans, twenty-one Germans, nine 
Swedes, seven Irish and eight English. The class was 
composed of twenty men, twenty-eight women, twenty- 
six girls, and twenty-eight boys. Among these, seven 
were manned couples. Ten men and eighteen women 
represented the heads of families. They were from the 
following Christian bodies: the Church, 52; Roman 
Catholic, 4; Universalist, 1 ; Lutheran, 9; Methodist, 
14 ; Baptist, 5 ; Hebrew, 2 ; Quaker, 1 ; Dutch Re- 
formed, 5; Presbyterian, 6; Congregational, 3. 

The idea for which each of the Denominations stands, 
finds recognition in the Episcopal Church. The Presby- 
terian will find, upon investigation, that the authority 
of the Presbytery is duly recognized in the government 
of the Church and the Ordination of elders ; the Congre- 
gationalist, that our parishes are suflSciently independ- 
ent of each other, and that the Laity have enough to 
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saycoTicerning Ecclesiastical affairs; tbe Lutheran, that 
the necessity of faith is taught; the Methodist, that 
the Church in which John Wesley lived and died, lays a 
great deal of stress upon convei-sion and sanctiflcation ; 
the Baptist, that he can immerse without let or hin- 
drance, and that though Baptism is commenced in un- 
conscious infcincy, it is not completed until Confirma- 
tion is received upon an intelligent confession of faith; 
the Romanist, that the necessity of unity and Catholic- 
ity is emphasized ; and so on through the whole list. 

It appears, then, that almost any person, no matter 
what his peculiarity of belief, can find room enough in 
this Church, providing only that he accepts the car- 
dinal doctrines of the Catholic Creeds, and will tolerate 
the ecceutrioities and whims of others, who, like himself, 
believe that the salvation of the world depends upon 
some little pet idea. If a man can make up his mind to 
live and let live, he can ride into the Episcopal Church 
on almost any hobby, and remain mounted without 
fear of molestation during the remainder of life. Hob- 
byists are never excluded from a truly comprehensive 
and Catholic Church such as ours. They often exclude 
themselves because they are too narrow, intolerant and 
self-willed to remain where others, as well as themselves, 
have liberty. 

But, notwithstanding all the apparently irreconcil- 
able and conflicting elements to be found in the Epis- 
copal Church, there is as much harmony and brotherly 
love among us as in any one of all the bodies of Chris- 
tians. The Rev. Dr. Shields, the Princeton Professor, 
whose writings upon the subject of Church Unity have 
attracted so much attention, bears generous testimony 
to the truth of this. He says: '"Differences which 
have elsewhere issued in sectarianism, are somehow re- 
strained like balanced forces, or blended Jijie discordant 
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harmony. Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Congre- 
gationalists, in their relation as Denoniinationalists, 
are in a chronic state of antagonism and irritation ; 
but the very same Christians or others hke them, in 
their relations as Churchmen, holding to the unity of 
the Church, simply lose all their sectarian rancor with- 
out losing their distinctive beliefs. Denominational 
variety is thus visibly made consistent with Church 
Unity."" 

This remarkable unity, in spite of the widest divers- 
ity, is accounted for by the fact, that we agree in rec- 
ognizing the inherited Apostles' and Nicene Creeds as 
containing the essentials of doctrine, from which there 
can be no departure, and in allowing almost unbounded 
liberty of opinion, respecting all matters, that are not 
touched upon in these summaries of the "Faith once 
delivered to the Saints." It is also largely due, as 
Professor Shields points out, to the fact that we have 
the Historic Episcopate as a center of unity. "It is 
not," says he, "a matter of speculation. We have be- 
fore us all the while, the object lesson of a unifying 
Episcopate." 

There is, therefore, nothing which partakes of the 
character of mere enthusiasm and experiment, much 
less of bigotry, in our proposition that- all Christians 
should unite upon the ground now occupied by the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. For, so far as this 
Church is concerned, unity is impossible upon any other 
ground, and, as for almost all other Christian bodies, it 
is possible here. 



But in showing that, the Episcopal Church is des- 
tined to become the all-embracing form of organized 
Christianity in the United States, we may call attention 
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to the significant fact ttiat she is already dominant in 
our largest city, and is rapidly becoming so in all large 
centers of population. In New York, the increase of 
population in five years has been 15.38 per cent. The 
increase of Church membership, all Churches except the 
Episcopal, has been only 3.12 per cent., while including 
the Episcopal, it has been 13.03 per cer.t. But the 
increase of the Episcopal alone was 31.74 per cent., 
double that of the population, and nearly treble that of 
all the Protestant Denominations put together. 

There can be no question that in the leading city of 
the country, the Church is the most powerful of the re- 
ligious forces. Leaving out of the list the Christian 
bodies which represent current foreign immigration, and 
her proportionate lead is even greater than it appears 
from the following full list of houses of worship which 
the various Denominations had respectively in the years 
1871 and 1894: 



Episcopalian.. . . 
Presbyterian.. . . 

Methodist 

Roman Catholic 

Baptist 

Jewish 

Reformed Dutch 

Lutheran 

Congregational . 
Universalist ... 

Unitarian 

Friends 

Miscellaneous.. . 

Totals.. 



340 



Number op 


Number 


OP 


Churches 


Church 


ES 


IN 1871. 


IN 1894 




74 




103 


51 




70 


50 




65 


40 




84 


30 




50 


25 




46 


20 




27 


15 




21 


5 




7 


5 




3 


4 




3 


3 




2 


18 




41 



522 



Now it will be admitted by the observing and refiect- 
ing that our great cities exercise a moulding influence 
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over the inhabitants of smaller towns, villafjies and the 
country. If, therefore, the Protestant Episcopal type of 
religion prevails at the close of the nineteenth century 
in New York, it is probable that by the close of the twen- 
tieth century it will do so in all the other greater cities 
— it does so now in Philadelphia — and that it will be the 
dominant religion of the country in the course of time. 

The history of the spread of Christianity plainly 
teaches that no body of Christians which is losing 
ground or falling behind in our great cities, however 
prosperous it may be in smaller centers of population 
and in the country, can possibly become the Church of 
the Eeconcilation to American Christians. In the 
Eoman Empire the inhabitants of the smaller towns, 
villages and country were the last to give up their 
heathen religion and to embrace Christianity. Long 
after the Christian religion had been dominant in 
Rome, Alexandria, Ephesus, Antioch and Constanti- 
nople, the " pagans" or, to translate the word, the "in- 
habitants of the country," continued in heathenism. 
But in time Christianity became the religion of the 
whole Empire. Hence we argue that, as the Protestant 
Episcopal type of religion is now dominant in our 
greater cities, when sufficient time has elapsed for his- 
tory to repeat itself, this type will also prevail through- 
out the United States. 



Again, a strong argument in support of the conceit 
that our Saviour's prophesy : "There shall be one flock 
and one Shepherd," will be realized in the Anglican Com- 
munion, may be founded upon the fact that the English 
civihzation seems destined to become universal, and so 
the unifier of all the nations of the earth. The marvel- 
ous spread of the English language would seem abun(J- 
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antly to justify this assertion, extravagant as it may 
appear at first sight. It is stated that within the 
present century the number of those who spoke our 
tongue at its beginning has been multiplied six times — 
irom 21,000,000 in the year 1800 to 126,000,000 in 
A. D. 1894. French, in the same period, has not quite 
doubled ; German, a little more than doubled ; Russia 
keeps close pace with Germany, having risen from 
30,000,000 to 70,000,000. Of the 162,000,000 people 
who are estimated to have been using the seven leading 
European languages in a. d. 1800, the English speakers 
were less than 13 per cent., while the Spanish were 16, 
the Germans, 18.4, the Russians, 18.9 and French, 19.6. 
This aggregate population has now grown to 400,- 
000,000 of which the English-speaking people num- 
ber 126,000,000. From 13 per cent., we have ad- 
vanced to 31 per cent. The French speech is now used 
by 50,000,000 people ; the German by about 70,000,- 
000 ; the Spanish by 40,000,000 ; the Russian by 70,- 
000,000; the Italian by about 30,000,000; and the 
Portuguese by about 13,000,000. Thus the English 
language is now used by nearly twice as many people 
as any of the others. 

In his history of the English People, Mr. Green fore- 
casts the future of the race in these terms : " Before half 
a century is over, it will change the face of the world. 
As two hundred millions of Englishmen fill the valley of 
the Mississippi, as fifty millions assert their lordship 
over Australia, their vast power will tell through Britain 
on the old world of Europe, whose nations will have 
shrunk into insignificance before it. What the issues of 
such a wide-^world change may be, not even the wildest 
day-dreamer will dare to dream. But one issue is inevi- 
table. In the centuries that lie before us, the primacy 
of the world will be with the English people. English 
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institutions, Englisli speech, English thoughts will be- 
come the main features of the political, the social, the 
intellectual life of maukiud." 

Now we contend that the Anglican Communion will 
always follow and keep up with the English language, 
that in proportion as our civilization unifies the poht- 
ical world, our Church will reunite divided Christendom 
and Christianize heathenism. If it be asked why she, 
rather than one of the English-speaking Denominations, 
may aspire to become the Church of the Reconciliation, 
the ready answer is found in the simple fact that she is 
the Historic, the Catholic, the Mother Church of our 
race. For, other things being equal, it is in the nature 
of things that her children and grand-children should 
gather around her rather than about any one of them- 
selves. And how much more likely is this to be the case 
when, as in this instance, the Mother has so many and 
great advantages, as is evident from the fact thatmany 
of her distinctive features, after having been long re- 
jected by her wayward children, are now being com- 
mended and adopted. The Church that has been 
entwined about the very heart of the Anglo-Saxon 
nation and that of all its colonies through their entire 
history, is not likely to be abandoned at this late date 
by such a conservative race as we are, for some one of 
the many organizations of the last three hundred years, 
none of which have taken any hold upon our people as a 
whole. The Anglican ('ommunion always has been, is , 
now, and ever will be, the dominant religious influence 
with English-speaking people, and there is as much 
reason for believing that in the course of time it will be- 
come all-embracing as for the belief that ultimately ours 
will be the universal language. Certainly our civiliza- 
tion cannot assume world-wide proportions without the 
Church doing the same, for she is its fonndatioq, 



CHRISTIAN UNITY. 397 

111 a day when the divisions of Western Christendom 
are almost universally deplored, and when those whose 
ancestors went out from the Anglican Communion, rep- 
resent the " Historic Episcopate " to be almost the only 
thing which prevents them from returning to the fold 
of the Mother Church, the fact that the great non-Epis- 
copal Reformers and their co-laborers were Presbyte- 
rians from necessity, not preference, should be more 
generally known than it is. "Our Churches," writes a 
distinguished Protestant teacher, "did not embrace 
the Presbyterian discipline from dislike of Episcopacy, 
or because it seemed to be opposed to the Gospel, or to 
be less profitable to the Church, or less suitable to 
the condition of the Lord's true fold, but because 
they were compelled by necessity." Luther intended 
simply a temporary departure from the Episcopal 
regime. Calvin made application to the English Epis- 
copate, and John Wesley to a Greek Bishop for Conse- 
cration. 

It is not improbable that some arrangement would 
have been made for the granting of Calvin's request, 
had his letter not fallen into the hands of unprincipled 
sympathizers with Rome, who forged an insulting re- 
jection of it. Says Archbishop .\bbot: " Perusing some 
papers of our predecessor, Matthew Parker, we find that 
John Calvin and others, of the Protestant Churches 
of Germany, and elsewhere, would have had Epis- 
copacy, if permitted, but could not upon several 
accounts; partly, fearing the other princes of the Ro- 
man Catholic faith would have joined with the Emperor 
and the rest of the Popish Bishops, to have depressed 
the same; partly, being newly reformed, and not set- 
tled, they had not suflBcient wealth to support Episco- 
pacy, by reason of their daily persecutions. Another, 
and a main cause was, they would not have any Popish 
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hands laid over their Clergy. And, whereas John Calvin 
had sent a letter in King Edward VI.'s reign, to have 
conferred with the Clergj' of England about somethings 
to this effect, two Bishops, namely, Gardiner and Bonner, 
intercepted the same, whereby Mr. Calvin's offerture 
perished ; and he received an answer, as if it had been 
from the reformed divines of those times, wherein they 
checked him, and slighted his proposals! From which 
time John Calvin and the Church of England were at 
variance on several points, which otherwise, through 
God's mercy, had been qualified, if those papers of his 
proposals had been discovered unto the Queen's Majesty 
duiing John Calvin's life. But being not discovered 
until or about the sixth year of her Majesty's reign, her 
Majesty much lamented they were not found sooner; 
which she expressed before her Council at the same time, 
in the presence of her great friends. Sir Henry Sidney 
and Sir William Cecil." 

It is also worthy of note that our Church in America 
to-da,j stands with the authority of the Presbyterate 
fully recognized, precisely as the English Presbyterians 
of A. D. 1660 asked that it might be in the Church of Eng- 
land, when they professed that they would be content 
with the Anglican Episcopate, provided such place and 
such authority were secured to the body of the Pres- 
byterate. "In their celebrated manifesto favoring a 
'moderate Epigcopacy,' they acknowledge that this 
was ' agreeable to the Scriptures and the primitive gov- 
ernment, and likeliest to be the way of a more univer- 
sal concord, if ever the Churches on earth arrive at such 
a blessing.' Their idea of a 'moderate Episcopacy' 
was precisely that which has been restored in America, 
namely. Episcopacy 'conjunct with synodical govern- 
ment;' the Presbytery and the Laity being admitted 
to synods." 
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It is impossible in the light of the constant and uni- 
formly consistent example and utterances of the Wes- 
leys, to believe they ever intended their followers to 
separate from the Church of England, or that John Wes- 
ley intended to be understood as conveying Episcopal 
authority upon Dr. Coke, when, by imposition of hands, 
he set this Priest of the English Church apart for the 
superin tendency of the Methodist Societies in America. 
The Wesley brothers lived and died in the Communion 
and Priesthood of the Church. That Charles Wesley 
did this, has never been questioned, and that John 
Wesley did so, is evident from his own reiterated state- 
ment and deathbed prayer. In answer to his followers 
who wanted to go out, and to his enemies who accused 
him of meditating an exodus, he always replied to the 
day of his death : "I never had any design of separat- 
ing from the Church. 1 have now no such design, and I 
declare once more, that I live and die a member of the 
Church of England, and that none who regard my judg- 
ment or advice will ever separate from it." And when 
his last hour came, he prayed: "We thank Thee, 
Lord , for these and all Thy mercies. Bless the Church 
and King. And grant us truth and peace, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord forever and ever." Then, we 
have the conclusive evidence afforded by the circular 
letter addressed by the Methodist Conference to the 
Societies, in which they say: "Our venerable father, 
who is gone to his great reward, lived and died a mem- 
ber and a friend of the Church of England. His attach- 
ment to it was so strong and so unshaken, that nothing 
but irresistible necessity induced him to deviate from 
it in any degree." 

Methodists claim that Mr. Wesley intended to conse- 
crate Dr. Coke, his brother in the Priesthood, a Bishop, 
when he blessed him upon his departure to assume the 
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direction of the American Societies. But it is difl3cult 
to reconcile this view with his words as quoted above, 
or with his rebuke of Mr. Asbury, when he began to as- 
sume the title and exercise the functions of a Bishop, 
upon the ground of his ordination by Dr. Coke. " How 
can you," said Mr. Wesley, "how dare you suffer your- 
self to be called a Bishop? I shudder, I start at the 
very thought! Men may call me a knave or a fool, a 
rascal, a scoundrel, and I am content; but they shall 
never, by my consent, call me Bishop. For my sake, 
for God's sake, for Christ's sake, put a full end to this. 
Let the Presbyterians do what they please, but let the 
Methodists know their calling better." 

Even if it be granted that Wesley did intend to in- 
vest Coke with the Episcopal character, it must be 
admitted that he was the only person ordained to the 
Episcopate by him, and that Francis Asbury was the 
only so-called Bishop ordained by Coke. Methodist 
Bishops must then trace their authority to Asbury, 
whose Episcopacy was thus earnestly repudiated by the 
founder of Methodism, and with it, of course, their own 
pretensions to any office higher than the general super- 
intendency which Asbury was permitted to retain. Nor 
must we lose sight of the significant fact that, according 
to Wesley's letter of instruction, Coke was sent to Amer- 
ica to minister to persons " who adhered to the doctrine 
and discipline of the Church of England." He was not 
commissioned to found the Methodist Episcopal C-hurch. 
It is said that there is not at this time a single descend- 
ant of theWesleys in any of the Methodist Communions. 
Three grandsons of Charles Wesley are now clergymen 
of the Church of England. In this they are following 
the precept and example of their distinguished ancestor. 

From this it will appear that there is not a Lutheran, 
or a Presbyterian, or a Methodist in the United States 
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■who would not, if he followed the express preference of 
the man whom he venerates as the founder and pillar of 
his Denomination, find his way into the Episcopal 
Church. There is much force, therefore, in what Pro- 
fessor Shields says : " The Baptist, Congregational and 
Methodist Churches could construct no platform of 
Church Unity more Catholic, practical and helpful than 
the Quadrilateral [namely, the Bible, the Catholic 
Creeds, the two Sacraments and the Historic Episco- 
pate] ; while the Lutheran, Keformed and Presbyterian 
Churches could adopt no other without largely ignoring 
their own standards and history." 



In conclusion, let me answer a practical question 
which every one, who recognizes the evils of a divided 
Church and desires to do the will of Christ, should ask 
himself: " What can I do to bring about the visible 
organic unity among Christians for which our blessed 
Lord prayed, and upon which he makes the evangeliza- 
tion and salvation of the world to depend?" 

As you no doubt have anticipated, my answer to 
this, the greatest question which a Christian of these 
days can ask himself, so far as it relates to the sons and 
daughters of the Protestant Episcopal Church, is: Pray 
and work for the return of your brothers and sisters of 
every Denomination to the Mother Church of the Eng- 
lish-speaking race. And to those who are living in 
separation from her, let me say: Study the claims of the 
Mother Church upon you, and when you have become 
convinced that they are superior to those of the Denom- 
ination to which you belong, return without delay to 
your ancestral home where a warm welcome awaits 3'ou. 
Then others will follow your example, and others theirs, 
and so on in increasing numbers, according to the law 

C.A.— 26 
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of arithmetical progression, until the way will be pre- 
pared for the return of whole families of the Mother 
Church's wayward children. It will be hard for you to 
take the step. In many cases it will require much cour- 
n<ie and great sacrifices; but — I speak from personal ex- 
perience, anil there are many others, some of whom are 
to be found in almost every community, who will bear 
witness to the same effect — when once you are within the 
embrace of the dear Mother Church, there will be ho re- 
gret, but your satisfaction and happiness will find ex- 
pression in the beautiful poem written by Bishop Coxe, 
after he had taken the step which I am advising you 
to take : 

" I love the Church, the Holy Church, 
The Saviour's spotless bride, 
And O, I love her palaces, 

Through all the world so wide. 

" Unbroken is her lineage, 

Her warrants clear as when 

Thou, Saviour, didst go up on high. 

And give good gifts to men. 

" Here clothed in innocence they stand, 
Thine Holy Orders three. 
To rule and feed, Thy flock, Christ, 
And ever watch for Thee. 

"I love the Church, the Holy Church, 
That o'er our life presides, 
The birth, the bridal and the grave, 
And many an hour besides. 

" Be mine through life to live in her. 
And when the Lord shall call. 
To die in her, the Spouse of Christ, 
The Mother of us all." 
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LIGHTFOOT: APOSTOLIC ORIGIN OF THE 
THREEFOLD MINISTRY. 

Lecture III; Page 184. 

' I 'HE following self-explanatory correspondence, which ap- 
peared in the " Church Guardian," of Montreal, and was 
republished in the "Living Church," of Chicago, will be of 
interest to many : 

LocKBPOET, N. S., March 1, 1887. 
To THE Editor of the ' Church Guardian : ' 

Sir : Having been shown a speech by a Presbyterian 
minister, in which he claimed that Dr. Lightfoot, Bishop of 
Durham, acknowledged that Presbyterian order was the rule 
in Apostolic times, I wrote his Lordship, and received from 
his chaplain the following reply, which may be of much service 
in refuting the views imputed to the great orieutalist, histo- 
rian and commentator. S. G. 



AuKLAND Castle. 
The Rev. S. Gibbons. 

Sir : The Bishop of Durham finds to his great regret that, 
owing to the great pressure of work by which he is sur- 
rounded, your letter respecting the Christian ministry has 
remained unanswered. 

The Bishop desires me to say that so far from establish- 
ing as the fact that ' Presbyterianism was the first form of 
Church government,' his essay goes to prove that Deacons 
existed before Priests, and yet no one would contend that 
Church government by Deacons was the ' first form,' hence the 
writer's argument, based on priority of time, proves too much 
for his taste. It is, however, generally allowed that the 
names of Presbuteros and Episcopos in the New Testament 
are sometimes synonymous (Acts, 20 : 17 ; I Peter, 5 : 1, 2 ; 1 
Tim., 3: 1-13, where the Apostle passes at once to Deacons 
from Episcopos, Titus, 1 : 5, 7) ; but even in the times covered 
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by the New Testament writings, we see in the lifetime of the 
Apostles individuals singled out to preside over certain 
Churches and to exercise power of ordination, government 
and presidency, as Titus at Crete, James at Jerusalem, Tim- 
othy at Ephesus ; and though the evidence is necessarily 
limited, we find in Asia Minor Episcopacy pure and simple, 
appointed and established (no doubt by the influence of St. 
John) at the date of the Ignation Epistles, and its institution 
can be plainly traced as far back as the closing years of the 
first century. 

We see the threefold ministry traced to Apostolic direc- 
tion, and this bears out the truth of our Prayer Book Preface 
to the Ordinal, and is the belief of the Anglican community. 

I regret that in a brief letter so much must be passed 
over and so inadequate an account be given of so interesting 
and absorbing a subject. 

But enough has been said to prove that the Presby- 
terian's deduction from the Bishop of Durham's article is not 
justified by the facts. Yours faithfully 

J. R. Haemee, Chaplain. 



January 20, 1887. 



II. 



BISHOP GRISWOLD ON THE PRESBYTERIAN 
HYPOTHESIS. 

Lecture III; PiGE 184. 

"TT is often aflBrmed," says he, "but has never been proved, 
that the ministers of Christ were, at first, all of one grade, 
and that the Bishops usurped the authority, which, it is ac- 
knowledged, they, in the early ages, possessed. But this is 
absurd, and altogether incredible. It is absurd to suppose 
that those, now called Bishops, made such a change. Because, 
if the government of the Church was left by. the Apostles in 
the hands of Presbyters, they, the Presbyters, must have made 
the change. On this supposition, there were no Bishops to 
abuse power ; the Presbyters usurped authority, and made the 
change. If a thing so strange and so wicked was done at all, 
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it was done by Presbyterians or Congregationalists. Those 
who advance this position virtually say, that within one or two 
centuries at most, after the government was put into their 
hands, they all, in every country, agreed in changing it to what 
Christ never intended. They certainly do very little honor to 
that mode of Church government, by supposing it so defective 
and inefficient as to be so soon relinquished. 

" It must, too, be difficult for us to believe, that, in the first 
three centuries, men should have been ambitious of the Episco- 
pate, when its worldly advantages were so small, and its sacri- 
fices and perils so great. Martyrdom in those ages might 
almost be considered as annexed to a bishopric. The general 
practice of the persecutor was to smite the shepherd, that the 
sheep might be scattered; the Bishop was usually the first led 
to tortures and to death. How can we, in reason, believe that 
under such circumstances, so great a change should be made 
in the government of the Church ? that the holy martyrs of 
that time, whichtruly ' tried men's souls,' should either attempt 
or desire to alter the institutions of Christ ? And had such a 
change by some Churches been attempted, it seems morally 
impossible that it should have become general. And we are 
sure from all ancient history, that Episcopacy was general 
from a very early period down to the Reformation. During 
the first fifteen centuries, it is not easy to name any one part of 
Christianity, in which all Christians were more generally 
united than in what we now call Episcopacy. Were we to 
admit that so great and material a change was made in our 
religion, without being recorded in history, we might well fear 
that other great changes were also made; that even the Scrip- 
tures were altered. If all the Churches would agree in cor- 
rupting one part, why not in corrupting another part? In any 
part of the first three centuries, it would have been as difficult 
to produce such a change, as it would be in our day. And to 
me, certainly such a change, so silent, so peaceable, and so 
general, without opposition, or any historical record, is a moral 
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impossibility. Should there be any here to think difEerently 
on this point, they will not, I trust, regret having heard what 
we think on a subject which so much concerns us all. Nothing 
will tend more to unite Christians in love, than candidly hear- 
ing from each other the hope that is in them. And, indeed, if 
difEering Denominations of Christians are ever brought to strive 
together for the faith of the Gospel, it will be by their first 
uniting in the government (whatever they may decide it to 
be), which God has set in the Church." 

III. 

WASHINGTON A COMMUNICANT. 
Lectuke V ; Page 289. 

TT is not disputed that Washington was an adherent of the 
Episcopal Church and a regular and devout attendant upon 
her Services, but the statement that he was also a Communi- 
cant is sometimes questioned. In an interesting contribution 
to the " Living Church " of June 29, 1895, the Rev. Wm. E. 
Hooker settles this question. He says : " I have in my library 
this volume, entitled : ' Memoirs of Washington, by his 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis.' (There is as 
well a memoir of the author, by his daughter, with notes by 
Benson J. Lossing.) The work was published in 1859. On 
page 173, the writer speaks of Washington as a strict observer 
of the Lord's Day, and of his habit of attending public wor- 
ship ; of his respect for the Clergy ; of his friendship for 
Bishop White and Archbishop Candle of the Roman See of 
Baltimore. Then in a foot note, on the same page, is this state- 
ment : ' Washington was a member in full Communion of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church and was for many years before 
and after the Revolution, a vestryman in Truro parish, whose 
Church (Pohick), built under his supervision, is yet standing.'" 
"I have before me," he continues, "the original drawing of 
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the ground plan and elevation of that Church, made by Wash- 
ington himself. He was also a Vestryman, previous to the 
Revolution, in Fairfax parish, whose Church, wherein he 
frequently worshipped, is yet standing in the city of Alex- 
andria. While President of the United States and residing 
in New York, he attended St. Paul's Church ; in Philadelphia, 
Christ Church." " A member in full Communion " is merely 
another way of designating a Communicant. And this state- 
ment is unqualifiedly made by one of Washington's own 
family, his son by adoption. Mr. Custis, himself a Church- 
man, died in 1857. 

To this weighty testimony cited by Mr. Hooker, may be 
added a passage almost equally conclusive to which the late 
learned Dr. Bolles calls attention in his " Washington, A 
Centennial Discourse : '" " In the twelfth volume of the writ- 
ings of Washington, Sparks has a remarkable note as follows : 
' I shall here insert a letter written me by a lady who lived 
twenty years ago in Washington's family, and who was his 
adopted daughter and the granddaughter of Mrs. Washington. 
The writer of this letter married Lawrence Lewis, the nephew 
of Washington.' It is dated Woodlawn, February 26, 1833. 
It is too long for reproduction in these notes. I give some 
extracts from it, namely : ' My mother resided two years at 
Mount Vernon after her marriage. I have heard her say that 
General Washington always received the Sacrament with my 
grandmother before the Revolution.'" 

The Honorable Mr. Sewall of New Hampshire said : "To 
crown all his virtues he had the deepest sense of religion. He 
was a constant attendant on public worship and a communicant 
at the Lord's Table. I shall never forget the impression 
made by seeing this leader of our hosts bending in this house 
of prayer in humble adoration of the God of armies and the 
Author of our salvation." 

General Porterfield, his aid, testifies : " General Washing- 
ton was a pious man, a member of the Episcopal Church. I 
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saw him myself on his knees receive the Lord's Supper at 
Philadelphia. As brigade inspector I often waited on Wash- 
ington in the army, and going once, without warning, to his 
headquarters, I found him on his knees at his morning devo- 
tions. I was often in his company under very exciting cir- 
cumstances, and never heard him swear or profane the name 
of God in any way." 

Major Popham, a Revolutionary officer much with Wash- 
ington, testifies that, " he attended the same Church with 
Washington during his Presidency, that the President often 
communed, and that he had the privilege of kneeling and 
communing with him." 

Mr. Edward Everett in his famous oration on the " Life and 
Character of Washington," says : " Washington was brought 
up in the Episcopal Communion, and was a member of the 
vestry of two Churches. He was at all times a regular attend- 
ant upon public worship, and an occasional partaker of the 
Communion." 

The Honorable R. C. Winthrop, who was one of the orators 
at the laying of the corner stone of Washington's monument, 
and also at its dedication, gives the following testimony : 
" True to his friends, true to his country and to himself ; fear- 
ing God, believing in Christ, no stranger to private devotion, 
or to the holiest offices of the Church to which he belonged; 
but ever gratefully acknowledging a Divine aid and direction 
in everything he attempted, and in everything he accom- 
plished. What epithet, what attribute could be added to that 
consummate character, to commend it as an example above 
all other characters in human history ! " 

The learned Historiographer of the American Episcopal 
Church says : " That Washington was a communicant of the 
Church previous to the war of the Revolution, admits of no 
doubt, if any regard is to be paid to the testimony of numer- 
ous witnesses who could not have been deceived. That he 
was not a frequent or regular communicant after the War and 
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while in public office, is equally certain, but the testimony 
adduced by the celebrated Dr. Chapman, a distinguished 
Clergyman of the Church, is conclusive as to his occasional 
reception. Dr. Chapman's words are as follows : " From the 
lips of a lady of undoubted veracity, yet living, and a worthy 
communicant of the Church, I received -the interesting fact 
that soon after the close of the Revolutionary War she saw 
Itim partake of the consecrated symbols of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, in Trinity Church, in the city of New York." 
" Major Popham's testimony ' that he believed without a 
doubt that they both (President . and Lady Washington), 
received the Holy Communion ' at St. Paul's, New York, 
comes from one who had every possible opportunity to know 
whereof he affirmed." 



IV. 

FRANKLIN AN EPISCOPALIAN. 
Lecture V; Page 290. 

TN a letter addressed to his daughter, under date of Novem- 
ber 8, 1754, Dr. Benjamin Franklin writes : " Go con- 
stantly to Church. The act of devotion in the Common 
Prayer Book is your principal business there, and, if properly 
attended to, will do more towards amending the heart than 
sermons generally do. I wish you would never miss the 
prayer days." Bishop Coleman points out that "it was he 
who, when the Convention of 1787, for framing the Federal 
Constitution, had made but small progress in its business, 
proposed that the Clergy of Philadelphia should be invited to 
say prayers at the morning sessions of the Convention." 
After the Revolution, Franklin was at the pains of revising 
the ' Prayer Book to suit the altered conditions and his own 
ideas, which, to say the least, were somewhat eccentric. Our 
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Historiographer says : " Bishop White had this work in his 
hand when the ' Proposed Book ' was in process of preparation 
bv the committee consisting of Provost Smith, of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, William White and Charles H. Whar- 
ton, the latter being the first convert from Romanism to the 
faith of the American Church." 

V. 

JEFFERSON AN EPISCOPALIAN. 

Lecture V; Page 289. 

\ CORRESPONDENT - of " The Churchman " recently 
-^^- communicated to that paper the following extract from 
Dr. John Stoughton's " History of Religion in England," 
" Bishop Wilberforce (in his 'American Church,' p. 175) calls 
him the ' Deist Jefferson,' but I have before me an autograph 
letter by Jefferson, dated August 10, 1823, in which, reply- 
ing to some application for pecuniary aid, he says : 

' The principle that every religious sect is to maintain its 
own teachers and institutions is too reasonable, and too well 
established in our country to need justification. I have been, 
from my infancy, a member of the Episcopalian Church, and 
to that I owe and make my contributions. Were I to go 
beyond that limit in favor of any other sectarian Institution ' 
I should be equally bound to do so for every other, and their 
number is beyond the faculties of any individual. I believe, 
therefore, that in this, as in every other case, everything will 
be better conducted if left to those immediately interested. 
On these grounds I trust that your candor will excuse my re- 
turning the inclosed paper without my subscription ; and that 
you will accept the assurance of my great personal respect and 
esteem. ' Th. Jefferson.' " 

The publication of this letter, says Bishop Perry, elicited 
from the granddaughter of Jefferson, Sarah N. Randolph, who 
was engaged in preparing a complete edition of her ancestor's 
works, a letter under date of May 19, 1888, confirmatory of 
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the statement made in text. The closing paragraph of this 
letter is as follows : 

" It may interest you to know that I have Mr. Jefferson's 
little pocket Prayer Book, which he used in his constant at- 
tendance at the Episcopal Church, in Charlottesville. For a 
long time, too, there was in the possession of my family a 
little folding chair or camp stool of his own invention, so 
made that it looked, when it closed, like a stout cane. This 
he carried in hand, though on horseback, arid used as his 
seat in Church. Pardon this long letter with which I have 
presumed to inflict a stranger, and believe me to be. 

Yours respectfully, Sarah N. Randolph." 



VI. 



THE CONSTITUTION AND THE FAITH OF 
ITS FRAMERS. 

Lecture V; Pages 278-292. 

TN his little publication, "The Faith of the Framers of the 

Constitution of the United States," the Bishop of Iowa 
gives a most interesting account of the Church relationship, 
so far as it can be ascertained by the most painstaking investi- 
gation, of those who in Convention assembled formed our 
Constitution and affixed their signatures to this all-important 
national document. I give the result of Dr. Perry's investi- 
gation without the proofs : 

New Hampshire (1) John Langdon, Congregationalist. 
(2) Nicholas Gilman, Congregationalist. 

Massachusetts (3) Nathaniel Gorham, Congregationalist. 
(4) Rufus King, Episcopalian. 

Connecticut (5) William Samuel Johnson, Episcopalian. 
(6) Roger Sherman, Congregationalist. 

New York (7) Alexander Hamilton, Episcopalian. 

New Jersey (8) William Livingstone, Presbyterian. (9) 
David Brearly, Episcopalian. (10) William Patterson, Pres- 
byterian. (11) Jonathan Dayton, Episcopalian. 
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Pennsylvania (12) Benjamin Franklin, Episcopalian. (13) 
Thomas MiflBn, Episcopalian. (14) Robert Morris, Episco- 
palian. (15) George Clymer, Episcopalian. (16) Thomas 
Fitzsimmons, Roman Catholic. (17) Jared Ingersoll, probably 
Episcopalian. His descendants are Episcopalians and have 
been so for several generations. (18) James Wilson, Episco- 
palian. (19) Geouverner Morris, Episcopalian. 

Delaware (20) George Reed, Episcopalian. (21) Gunning 
Bedford, Jr., Presbyterian. (22) John Dickinson, originally a 
Quaker, but in later life inclined toward the Episcopal Church. 
He was a liberal contributor to the funds of the Church Cor- 
poration for the relief of the widows and orphans of our Clergy. 
(23) Richard Bassett, originally an Episcopalian, but later in 
life a Methodist. (24) Jacob Brown, Episcopalian. 

Maryland (25) James McHenry, Presbyterian. (26) Daniel 
Jenifer, Episcopalian. (27) Daniel Carrol, Roman Catholic. 

Virginia (28) George Washington, Episcopalian. (29) 
John Blair, Episcopalian. (30) James Madison, Jr., Episco- 
palian. 

North Carolina (31) William Blount, Episcopalian. (32) 
Richard D. Spright, Episcopalian. (33) Hugh Williamson, 
Presbyterian. 

South Carolina (34) John Rutledge, Episcopalian. (35) 
Charles C. Pinkney, Episcopalian. (36) Charles Pinkney, 
Episcopalian. (37) Pierce Butler, Episcopalian. 

Georgia (38) William Few, Episcopalian. (39) Abraham 
Baldwin, Congregationalist. 

This list, as Bishop Perry observes, shows that about two- 
thirds of those who framed and attested by their signatures 
the Constitution of the United States, were connected with the 
Episcopal Church. He gives the names of some ten or twelve 
more or less distinguished members of the Convention who 
were Episcopalians, but who, owing to necessary absence at 
the time of the completion of the work, did not affix their sig- 
natures to the Constitution. Surely it must be conceded that 
the learned Bishop is right when he says: " No other religious 
body in the land, if judged in the light of history, has any claim 
to be compared with, or to be regarded as the American 
Church. 



VII. 



GROWTH OP THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Lecture V; Page 304. 

/^UR growth during the ten years covered by the last 
^-^ census (1880-1890), has been indeed phenomenal as 
will appear from the following tabulated statement of com- 
municants : 



1880 



1890 



Per cent. of 
increase. 



Alabama 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Dakotas (two) 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine . ., 

Maryland and Dist. of Columbia 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi . . , 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Hampshire 



3,955 

1,010 

4,323 

1.758 

20,953 

1,746 

2,026 

1,789 

4,536 

11,320 

3,830 

4,203 

2,187 

4,295 

3,782 

2,170 

23,573 

18,076 

10,749 

5,243 

2,386 

5,413 

575 

1,926 

315 

2,066 



6,196 

2,200 

11,239 

4,366 

27,374 

3,680 

2,943 

4,409 

5,975 

20,040 

6,126 

6,526 

3,072 

7,079 

5,^56 

3,080 

■30,956 

29,487 

18,482 

10,973 

3,281 

9,356 

1,514 

4,274 

576 

2,894 



56- 
117— 
159-- 
154-- 

30-- 
110-- 

45-- 
146—- 

31- 

76-- 

59-- 

55- 

40- 



38- 

41-f- 

31 

63 

71+ 
109 

37 

72-- 
16.9- - 
121 

82 

40+ 



(415) 
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18S0 



1890 



Per cent. of 
lucrease. 



New Jersey 

New Mexico and Arizona 

New York 

North Carolina 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming and Idaho 



16,632 

175 

87,364 

5,836 

11,693 

737 

39 251 

6,821 

4,686 

3,500 

4,388 

385 

3,488 

13,951 

339 

1,945 

7,133 

371 



29,821 

696 

131,437 

8,410 

18,057 
2,265 

58,875 

10,388 
5,737 
6,044 
7,379 
767 
4,244 

19,042 
2,585 
3,109 

10,609 
1,733 



78+ 

297-) 
50- 
44-- 
54- 

207- 
44+ 
52- 
22- 
72-1- 
68- 
99- 
21-- 
37- 

662- 
59-- 
48-- 

367-- 



VIII. 

NON-EPISCOPALIAN ENCOMIUMS ON THE 
PRAYER BOOK. 

Lecture VI; Page 318. 



T^HE following passages bearing testimony to the unrivaled 
excellency of the Book of Common Prayer, are collected 
from the writings of representatives of nearly all the chief 
bodies of Christians, or from what unbiased literary critics have 
to say about our Liturgy. The first quotation 'shall be from 
Taine's " History of English Literature." The author of this 
famous work, by common consent the best upon the subject, 
is, I suppose, a French Protestant. I give what he has to say 
somewhat at length, because of his extracts from the Prayer 
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Book which will enable those not acquainted with it, to form 
something of an independent estimation of its merits. 

" This Prayer Book is an admirable book, in which the 
full spirit of the Reformation breathes out, where, beside 
the moving tenderness of the Gospel, and the manly ac- 
cents of the Bible, throb the profound emotion, the grave 
eloquence, the noble-mindedness, the restrained enthusiasm of 
the heroic and poetic souls who had rediscovered Christianity, 
and had passed near the fire of martyrdom. ' Almighty and 
most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from Thy 
ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the de- 
vices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 
Thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we 
ought to have done ; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done ; and there is no health in us. But 
Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. 
Spare Thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore 
Thou them that are penitent, according to Thy promises de- 
clared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord, And grant, O 
most merciful Father, for His sake, that we may hereafter live 
a godly, righteous, and sober life.' 'Almighty and everlasting 
God, who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive 
the sins of all them that are penitent, create and make in us 
new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the 
God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness.' The 
same idea of sin, repentance, and moral renovation continually 
recurs ; the master-thought is always that of the heart humbled 
before invisible justice, and only imploring His grace in order 
to obtain His relief. Such a state of mind ennobles man, and 
introduces a sort of impassioned gravity in all the important 
actions of his life. Listen to the liturgy of the deathbed, of 
baptism, of marriage ; the latter first : ' Wilt thou have this 
woman to thy wedded wife, to live together after God's 
ordinance, in the holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt thou love 
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her, comfort her, honor, and keep her in sickness and in 
health ; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so 
long as ye both shall live?' These are genuine, honest, and 
conscientious words. No mystic languor, here or elsewhere. 
This religion is not made for women who dream, yearn, and 
sigh, but for men who examine themselves, act and have confi- 
dence, confidence in some one more just than themselves. When 
a man is sick, and his flesh is weak, the priest comes to him, 
and says : ' Dearly beloved, know this that Almighty God is 
the Lord of life and death, and of all things to them pertaining, 
as youth, strength, health, age, weakness and sickness. Where- 
fore, whatsoever your sickness is, know you certainly, that it 
is God's visitation. And for what cause soever this sickness 
is sent unto you ; whether it be to try your patience for the 
example of others, or else it be sent unto you to correct 
and amend in you whatsoever doth ofEend the eyes of your 
heavenly Father ; know you certainly, that if you truly repent 
you of your sins, and bear your sickness patiently, trusting 
in God's mercy, submitting yourself wholly unto His will, 
it shall turn to your profit, and help you forward in the 
right way that leadeth unto everlasting life.' A great mys- 
terious sentiment, a sort of sublime epic, void of images, 
shows darkly amid these probings of the conscience ; I mean 
a glimpse of the Divine government and of the invisible world, 
the only existences, the only realities, in spite of bodily ap- 
pearances and of the brute chance, which seems to jumble all 
things together. Man sees this beyond at distant intervals, 
and raises himself out of his mire, as though he had suddenly 
breathed a pure and strengthening atmosphere." 

The " North British Review," a Scottish Presbyterian 
periodical, contained an article some time ago from which this 
is quoted : " The Liturgy is the choicest selection of what has 
proved to be best during a long lapse of time. Its Litanies 
and its Collects are the fruit of the most sublime piety, and 
the noblest gifts of language, tested by long sustained trial. 
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No single generation could have created, or could replace the 
Liturgy. It is the accumulation of the treasures with which 
the most diversified experience, the most fervent devotion, 
and the most exalted genius, have enriched the worship of 
prayer and praise during fifteen hundred years. Who, then, 
can overestimate its influence in perpetuating the sacred fire 
of Christian love and Christian faith among a whole people, or 
exaggerate its power in conserving the pure and Apostolic 
type of Christian worship." 

Dr. Doddridge, an English Independent divine and ex- 
positor says of the Prayer Book : " The language is so plain 
as to be level to the capacity of the meanest, and yet the 
sense is so noble as to raise the capacity of the highest." 

Rev. Albert Barnes, the great commentator among American 
Presbyterians, says : " We have always thought that there are 
Christian minds and hearts that would find more edification 
in the forms of worship in that Church than in any other. 
We have never doubted that many of the purest flames of 
devotion that rise from the earth, ascend from the Altars of the 
Episcopal Church, and that many of the purest spirits that the 
earth contains, minister at those Altars and breathe forth their 
prayers and praises in language consecrated by the use of 
piety for centuries." 

Another Presbyterian, Professor Shields, of Princeton 
University, writes : " The English Liturgy, next to the Eng- 
lish Bible, is the most wonderful product of the Reformation. 
The very fortunes of the book are the romance of history, 
As we trace its development, its rubrics seem dyed in the 
blood of martyrs ; its ofiioes echo with polemic phrases ; 
its canticles mingle with the battle-cries of armed sects and 
factions ; and its successive revisions mark the career of dy- 
nasties, states and Churches. Cavalier, Covenanter and Pur- 
itan have crossed their swords over it ; scholars and soldiers, 
stat^men and Churchmen, kings and commoners, have united 
in defending it. England, Germany, Geneva, Scotland, 
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America, have, by turns, been the scene of its conflicts. Far 
beyond the little island which was its birthplace, its influence 
has been silently spreading in connection with great political 
and religious changes, generation after generation, from land 
to land, even where its name was never heard. At first sight, 
indeed, the importance which this book has acquired, may 
seem quite beyond its merits, as the Bible itself might appear, 
to a superficial observer, a mere idol of bigotry and prejudice. 
But the explanation is in both cases somewhat the same. It 
is to be found in the fact that the Prayer Book, like the Sacred 
Canon, is no merely individual production, nor even purely 
human work, but an accumulation of choice writings, partly 
Divine, partly human, expressing the religious mind of the 
whole ancient and modern world, as enunciated by Prophets 
and Apostles, Saints and Martyrs, and formulated by councils, 
synods and conferences, all seeking heavenly light and guid- 
ance. Judaism has given to it its Lessons and Psalter ; Chris- 
tianity has added its Epistles and Gospels ; Catholicism has 
followed with its Canticles, Creeds and Collects ; and Protes- 
tantism has completed- it with its Exhortations, Confessions and 
Thanksgivings. At the same time, each leading phase of the 
Reformation has been impressed upon its composite materials. 
Lutheranism has molded its Ritual ; Calvinism has framed its 
Doctrine ; Episcopalianism has dominated both Ritual and 
Doctrine ; whilst Presbyterianism has subjected each to thor- 
ough revision. And the whole has been rendered into the 
pure English and with the sacred fervor peculiar to the 
earnest age in which it arose ; has been wrought into a system 
adapted to all classes of men, through all the vicissitudes of 
life, and has been tested and hallowed by three centuries of 
trial in every quarter of the globe. It would be strange if a 
work which thus has its roots in the whole Church of the past, 
should not be sending forth its branches into the whole Church 
of the future ; and anyone who will take the pains to study 
its present adaptations, whatever may have been his preju- 
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dices, must admit that there is no other extant formulary 
which is so well fitted to become the rallying-point and stand- 
ard of modern Christendom. In it are to be found the means, 
possibly the germs, of a just reorganization of Protestantism, 
as well as an ultimate reconciliation with the true Catholicism, 
slich a Catholicism as shall have shed everything sectarian and 
national, and retained only what is common to the whole 
Church of Christ in all ages and countries. Whilst to the 
true Protestant it offers Evangelical doctrine, worship and 
unity, on the terms of the Reformation, it still preserves, for 
the true Catholic, the choicest formulas of antiquity, and to 
all Christians of every name opens a liturgical system at once 
Scriptural and reasonable, doctrinal and devotional, learned 
and vernacular, artistic and spiritual. It is not too much to 
say that were the problem given, to frame out of the imper- 
fectly organized and sectarian Christianity of our times a 
liturgical model for the Communion of Saints in the one uni- 
versal Church, the result might be expressed in some such 
compilation as the English Book of Common Prayer." 

Some of the Methodists pronounced the Prayer Book Serv- 
ices to be"ohafE" and so incapable of sustaining spiritual 
life. These received this contradiction and rebuke from John 
Wesley: " The prayers of the Church are not ' chafE ; ' they are 
substantial food for any who are alive unto God." In his pref- 
ace to the " Sunday Service for the Methodists in America " 
which is simply an abridgment of the Prayer Book for con- 
venient use in missionary fields, he says : " I believe there is 
no Liturgy in the world, either in ancient or modern language, 
which breathes more of solid, spiritual, rational piety than the 
Common Prayer of the Church of England." Elsewhere he 
says : "I hold all the doctrines of the Church of England. I 
love her Liturgy." 

Dr. Adam Clarke, the most learned commentator among 
Wesley's followers, says : " It is the greatest effort of the Re- 
formation, next to the translation of the Scriptures into the 
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English language. As a form of devotion it has no equal in 
any part of the Universal Church of God. It is founded on 
those doctrines which contain the sum and essence of Chris- 
tianity, and speaks the language of the sublimest piety, and of 
the most refined devotional feeling. Next to the Bible it is 
the book of my understanding and of my heart," 

Dr. Watson, another choice spirit of Methodism, the well- 
known author of the Theological Institutes, said: "Such a 
Liturgy makes the Service of God's house appear more like the 
business of the Lord's Day"; and besides the aid it affords to the 
most devout and spiritual, a great body of Evangelical truth 
is, by constant use, laid up in the minds of children and igno- 
rant people who, when at length they begin to pray under a 
religious concern, are already furnished with suitable, sancti- 
fying, solemn and impressive petitions. Persons well ac- 
quainted with the Liturgy are certainly in a state of important 
preparation for the labors of the preacher, and their piety 
often takes a richer and more sober character from that cir- 
cumstance." 

Robert Hall, one of the brightest lights that ever shown 
among the Baptists, and one that would have been bright in 
any firmament, confesses that " the Evangelical purity of the 
Prayer Book, the chastened fervor of its devotions, and the 
majestic simplicity of its language, have combined to place 
it in the very first rank of uninspired compositions." 

The following is from the memoirs of the learned Congre- 
gationalist, Professor Phelps : " The Liturgy of the Episcopal 
Church has become very precious to me. The depth of its 
meaning, it seems to me, nobody can fathom who has not ex- 
perienced some great sorrow. We have lost much in parting 
with the prayers of the old Mother Church ; and what have we 
gained in their place? I do not feel in extemporaneous prayer 
the deep undertone of devotion which rings out from the old 
Collects of the Church like the sound of ancient bells. I longed 
for, and prayed for, and worst of all, waited for, some sublime 
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and revolutionary change of heart ; and what that was, as a 
fact of a child's experience, I have not the remotest idea. If 
I had been trained in the Episcopal Church, I should at the 
time have been confirmed, and entered upon a consciously 
religious life, and grpwn up into Christian living of the Epis- 
copal type." 

This is the testimony of another gifted Congregation- 
alist of this country, the Rev. Thomas K. Beecher : " The Epis- 
copal Church offers for our use the most venerable Liturgy in 
the English tongue. The devotional treasures of the Roman 
Catholic Church are embalmed and buried in Latin. But in 
English there are no Lessens, Gospels, Psalms, Collects, Con- 
fessions, Thanksgivings, Prayers — in one word, no religious 
form book that can stand a moment in comparison with the 
Prayer Book of the Episcopal Church in the two-fold quality 
of richness and age. The prpper name, because truly descrip- 
tive, for this Church, would be the Church of the Prayer Book. _ 
As is the way with all other Churches, so here, the Church 
champions and leaders have many wise things to say about the 
Church and her prerogative. But the pious multitudes that 
frequent her courts are drawn thither mostly by love of the 
prayers and praises, the Litanies and Lessons of the Prayer 
Book. And, brethren of every name, I certify that you rarely 
hear in any Church a prayer spoken in English that is not in- 
debted to the Prayer Book for some of its choicest periods. 
And further, I doubt whether life has in store for any of you 
an uplift so high, or downfall so deep, but that you can find 
company for your soul and fitting words for your lips among 
the treasures of this Book of Common Prayer. ' In all time 
of our tribulation ; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 
death and in the day of judgment, Good Lord deliver us.' 
No transient observer can adequately value this treasure of a 
birthright Churchman ; to be using to-day the self'Same 
words that have through the centuries declared the faith, or 
made known the prayer, of that mighty multitude, who, ' being 
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now delivered from the burden of flesh, are in joy and felicity;' 
to be baptized in early infancy and never to know a time 
when we were not recognized and welcome among the mil- 
lions who have entered by the same door ; to be confirmed in 
due time in a faith that has sustained a noble army of con- 
fessors, approving its worth through persecutions and pros- 
perities, a strength to the tried and a chastening to the 
worldly-minded ; to be married by an authority before which 
kings and peasants bow alike, asking benediction upon the 
covenant that, without respect of persons, binds by the same 
words of duty the highest and the lowest ; to bring our new- 
born children as we were brought, to begin where we began, 
and to grow up to fill our places ; to die in the faith, and al- 
most hear the Gospel words soon to be spoken over one's own 
grave as over the thousand times ten thousand of those who 
have slept in Jesus. In short, to be a devout and consistent 
Churchman, brings a man through aisles fragrant with holy 
association, and accompanied by a long procession of the good, 
chanting, as they march, a unison of piety and hope until they 
come to the holy place where shining Saints sing the new song 
of the redeemed. And they sing with them." 

The distinguished brother of the author of the above 
eulogium, Henry Ward Beecher, was quite as enthusiastic in 
his praise of our form of worship. He wrote thus in a letter 
from Scotland after attending a Church Service : " The serv- 
ices began. You know my mother was, until her marriage, 
in the Communion of the Episcopal Church. This thought 
hardly left me, while I sat, grateful for the privilege of wor- 
shipping God through a Service that had expressed so often 
her devotions. I cannot tell you how much I was affected. 
I had never had such a trance of worship, and I shall never 
have such another view until I gain the gate. I am so 
ignorant of the Church Service that I cannot tell the various 
parts by their right names ; but the parts which most affected 
me were the prayers and responses which the choir sang. I 
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had never heard any part of a supplication — a direct prayer 
sung by a choir — and it seemed as though I heard not 
with my ear, but with my soul. I was dissolved, my whole 
being seemed to me like an incense wafted gratefully towards 
God. The Divine Presence rose before me in wondrous 
majesty, but of ineffable gentleness and goodness. Through- 
out the Service, and it was an hour and a quarter long, 
whenever an Amen occurred, it was given by the choir, 
accompanied by the organ and the congregation. Oh, that 
swell and solemn cadence yet rings in my ear. Not once, 
not a single time, did it occur in that Service without bringing 
tears from my eyes. I stood like a shrub in a spring morning, 
every leaf covered with dew, and every breeze shook down 
some drops. I trembled so much at times, that I was obliged 
to sit down. Oh, when in the prayers, breathed forth in strains 
of sweet, simple, solemn music, the love of Christ was recog- 
nized, how I longed then to give utterance to what that love 
seemed to me. There was a moment in which the heavens 
seemed opened to me, and I saw the glory of God ! All the 
earth seemed to me a storehouse of images, made to set forth 
the Redeemer, and I could scarcely keep still from crying 
out." No wonder that Mr. Beecher before his death arranged 
with an Episcopalian Clergyman to oflSciate at his funeral, 
using the Church's Burial Service. The marvel is that both 
he and his scarcely less brilliant brother did not, like their 
sister, Harriet Beecher Stow, find their way back to the Church 
of their maternal ancestors. 

Want of space compels us to conclude these quotations 
with an extract from one of Mr. Edmund Clarence Stedman's 
lectures on Poetry, delivered at Johns Hopkins University and 
published in the " Century Magazine." Mr. Stedman stands in 
the front rank of living poets and critics. He is not a mem- 
ber of the Church, but few if any of her sons have a higher 
appreciation of her worship than he, and I know of none who 
have spoken more eloquently of it. " Let me refer," says he. 
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" to a single illustration of the creative faith of the poet. For 
centuries all that was great in the art and poetry of Christen- 
dom grew out of that faith. What seems to me its most poetic, 
as well as the most enduring, written product is not, as you 
might suppose, the masterpiece of a single mind — the ' Divina 
Comedia,' for instance — but the outcome of centuries, the 
expression of many human souls, even of various peoples and 
races. Upon its literary and constructive side I regard the 
venerable Liturgy of the historic Christian Church as one of 
the few world-poems, the poems universal. I care not which 
of the Rituals you follow, the Oriental, the Alexandrian, the 
Latin, or the Anglican. The latter, that of an Episcopal 
Prayer Book, is a version familiar to you of what seems to me 
the most wonderful symphonic idealization of human faith — 
certainly the most inclusive, blending in harmonic succession 
all the cries and longings and laudations of the universal 
human heart invoking a Paternal Creator. I am not here con- 
sidering this Liturgy as Divine, though much of it is derived 
from what multitudes accept for revelation. I have in mind 
its human quality ; the mystic tide of human hope, imagina- 
tion, prayer, sorrows, and passionate expression, upon which 
it bears the worshipper along, and wherewith it has sustained 
men's souls with conceptions of duty and immortality through- 
out hundreds, yes, thousands of undoubting years. The 
Orient and the Occident have enriched it with their finest and 
strongest utterances, have worked it over and over, have 
stricken from it what was against the consistency of its import 
and beauty. It has been a growth, an exhalation, an apoc- 
alyptic cloud ' arisen with the prayers of the Saints,' from 
climes of the Hebrew, the Greek, the Roman, the Goth, to 
spread in time over half the world. It is the voice of human 
brotherhood, the blended voice of rich and poor, old and 
young, the wise and simple. This being its nature, and as 
the crowning masterpiece of faith, you find that in various and 
constructive beauty — as a work of poetic art — it is unparal- 
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leled. It is lyrical from first to last with perfect harmonious 
forms of human speech. Its chants and anthems, its songs 
of praise and hope and sorrow have allied to themselves 
impressive music from the originative and immemorial past, 
and the enthralling strains of its inheritors. Its prayers are 
not only 'for all sorts and conditions of men,' but for every 
stress of life which mankind must feel in common — in the 
household, or isolated, or in tribal or national effort, and in 
calamity and repentance and thanksgiving. Its wisdom is 
forever old and perpetually new ; its calendar celebrates all 
seasons of the rolling year ; its narrative is of the simplest, 
the most pathetic, the most rapturous, and most ennobling 
life the world has known. There is no malefactor so wretched, 
no just man so perfect, as not to find his hope, his consolation, 
his lesson in this poem of poems. I have called it lyrical ; it 
is dramatic in structure and effect ; it is an epic of the age of 
faith ; but, in fact, as a piece of inclusive literature, it has no 
counterpart, and can have no successor." 



But it may be asked, if the Book of Common Prayer con- 
tains a form of worship so superior to the extempore use 
which prevails with Protestants, how is it that this superiority 
is appreciated by comparatively so few among us? We 
answer this question by asking another. Why is it that in 
the world of art the vast majority are not able to distinguish 
the inferior from the superior, and in nine oases out of ten 
prefer a trifling ditty to an oratorio, a daub to a masterpiece, 
or a doggerel to a poem? It is simply because their educa- 
tion is deficient. 

" There must be, in ordinary circumstances," writes one 
who came to the Episcopal Church from Presbyterianism, 
" not only a taste, but an educated and cultivated taste, to 
appreciate beauty in a landscape, grace in a statue, refinement 
in manners, elegance in literature, force in eloquence, melody 
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in masio, purity in morals, and, to come to the point in hand, 
perfection in worship. Time, or opportunity, at least, must be 
allowed to correct and adapt the taste. It is impossible to 
rise at a bound from the impression that the sermon is the 

summum bonum for which we turn our feet towards the 

«, 

sanctuary, into the feeling — not new, I apprehend, to the 
heart of the veriest worldling among the Episcopalians — that 
when we ' go within thy gates, O Zion,' it is to worship God. 
It is not possible, from the heavy, dull commonplaces of an 
extemporaneous prayer, which it is enough to have heard once, 
to rise, by a single effort, to the dignity of a Liturgy, which, 
to be adequately admired, must be heard a thousand times. 
It is impossible to settle down, from the fitful, feverish and 
momentary flights of the revival and the camp-ground into 
the chastened and life -long fervor of the incomparable 
Liturgy." 

Moreover, but for inherited prejudices, many would recog- 
nize the superiority and appreciate the beauties of the Prayer 
Book, who now inveigh against it. A curious illustration of 
the force of prejudice is related of the parishioners of the 
famous Bishop Bull, who, during the Commonwealth, when 
the use of the Liturgy was prohibited, committed to memory 
the various Services of the Prayer Book, and made them the 
channel of the public devotions of the people in the parish of 
which he was then minister. " The consequence of which was," 
says the biographer; "that they who were most prejudiced 
against the Liturgy did not scruple to commend Bishop Bull 
as a person that prayed by the Spirit, though at the same time 
they railed at the Common Prayer as a beggarly element, and 
as a carnal performance." 



IX. 

JOHN WESLEY ALWAYS AN EPISCOPALIAN. 

Lecture VII ; Page 205. 

TN order to feel the force of the following quotations from 
Mr. Wesley's works, it will be necessary to bear in mind 
that he was born in the year 1703 and that he died a. d. 1791, 
at the extreme old age of 88 years. The extracts from his 
writings cover the latter half of his life, the first being passed 
over because it is never claimed that he was anything except 
a Churchman during the earlier part of his career. 

1746 : " I dare not renounce Communion with the Church 
of England. As a minister I teach her doctrines ; I use her 
oflSces ; I conform to her Rubrics ; I suffer reproach for my 
attachment to her. As a private member, I hold her doctrines; 
I join in her offices, in prayer, in hearing, in communicat- 
ing." Vol. VIII, p. 444. 

1747 : " We continually exhort all who attend on our 
preaching, to attend the offices of the Church. And they do 
pay a more regular attendance there than they ever did be- 
fore." Vol. VIII, p. 488. 

1755: "We began reading together — 'A Gentleman's 
Reasons for His Dissent from the Church of England.' It is 
an elaborate and lively tract, and contains the strength of the 
cause ; but it did not yield us one proof that it is lawful for us 
(much less our duty) to separate from it." Vol. II, p. 328. 

1758 : In this year Mr. Wesley wrote his "Reasons Against 
a Separation from the Church of England ; " and in writing to 
Miss Bishop in 1778, he says : " These reasons were never yet 
answered and I believe they never will." The Rev. Charles 
Wesley says of this tract : " I think myself bound in duty to add 
my testimony to my brother's. His twelve reasons against 
our ever separating from the Church of England are mine also. 
I subscribe to them with all my heart. My affection for the 

(429) 
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Chvjrch is as strong as ever ; and I clearly see my calling, which 
is to live and die in her Communion. This, therefore, I am de- 
termined to do, the Lord being my helper." Vol. XIII, p. 199. 

1759 : "I received much comfort at the old Church in the 
morning, and at St. Thomas' in the afternoon. It was as if 
both the sermons were made for me. I pity those who can 
find no good at Church ! But how should they, if prejudice 
come between them? An effectual bar to the Grace of God." 
Vol. II, p. 478. "I had appointed to preach at seven in the 
evening at Bradford, but when I came, I found Mr. Hart was 
to preach at six, so I delayed till the Church Service was 
ended, that there might not appear (on my part, at least), even 
the shadow of opposition between us." Vol. II, p. 516. 

1761 : " We had a long stage from hence to Swadale, where 
I found an earnest, loving, simple people, whom I likewise ex- 
horted not to leave the Church, though they had not the best 
of ministers." Vol. Ill, p. 61. 

1763: "I then related what I had done since I came to 
Norwich first, and what I would do for the time to come, par- 
ticularly that I would immediately put a stop to preaching in 
the time of Church Service." Vol. Ill, p. 152. 

1766: "I see clearer and clearer none will keep to us, 
unless they keep to the Church. Whoever separates from the 
Church separates from the Methodists." Vol. Ill, p. 260. 

1767 : " 1 rode to Yarmouth, and found the Society, after 

the example of Mr. W ^p, had entirely left the Church. I 

judged it needful to speak largely upon that head. They 
stood reproved, and resolved, one and all, to go to it again." 
Vol. Ill, p. 272. 

1768 : " I advise all, over whom I have any influence, 
steadily to keep to the Church." Vol. Ill, p. 337. 

1770: '-We ha(J a poor sermon at Church. However, I 
went again in the afternoon, remembering the words- of Mr. 
Philip Henry: ' If the preacher does not know his duty, I bless 
God that I know mine.' " Vol. Ill, p. 401. 

1772 : " I attended the Church of England Service in the 
morning, and that of the Kirk in the afternoon. Truly, ' no 
man having drunk old wine, straightway desireth new.' How 
dull and dry the latter appeared to me, who had been accus- 
tomed to the former." Vol. Ill, p. 463. 
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1775 : "Understanding that almost all the Methodists, by 

the advice of Mr. , had left the Church, I earnestly 

exhorted them to return to it." Vol. IV, p. 64. 

1777 : " They (the Methodists) have read the writings of 
the most eminent pleaders for separation, both in the last and 
present century. They have spent several days in a General 
Conference upon this very question : ' Is it expedient (sup- 
posing, not granting, that it is lawful) to separate from the 
Established Church? ' But still they could see no sufficient 
cause to depart from their first resolution. So that their fixed 
purpose is, let the clergy or laity use them well or ill, by the 
grace of God, to endure all things, to hold on their even 
course." Vol. VII, p. 428. 

1778: "The original Methodists were all of the Church of 
England, and the more awakened they were, the more zeal- 
ously they adhered to it in every point, both of doctrine and 
discipline. Hence we inserted in the very first Rules of our 
Society: 'They that leave the Church leave us.' And this we 
did, not as a point of prudence, but a point of conscience." 
Vol. XIII, p. 134. " I believe one reason why God is pleased 
to continue my life so long is, to confirm them in their present 
purpose, not to separate from the Church." Vol. VII, p. 278. 
"I dare not separate from the Church; I believe it would be 
a sin so to do; I have been true to my profession from 1730 to 
this day." Vol. VII, p. 279. 

1785: "Finding that a report had been spread abroad that 
I was just going to leave the Church, to satisfy those that 
were grieved concerning it, I openly declared in the even- 
ing that I had now no more thought of separating from the 
Church, than I had forty years ago." Vol. IV, p. B20. 

1786: "Whenever there is any Church Service, I do not 
approve of any appointment the same hour; because I love the 
Church of England, and would assist, not oppose it, all I can." 
Vol. XIII, p. 55. [This is taken from a letter to the Rev. Free- 
born Garretson, of the Methodist Society in America, and 
clearly shows that in no instance did he suffer anything to be 
done to oppose the Church of England, whether in the States 
or at home.] 

1787 : " I went over to Deptford, but it seemed I was got 
into a den of lions. Most of the leading men of the Society 
were mad for separating from the Church. I endeavored to 
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reason with them, but in vain ; they had neither sense nor even 
good manners left. At length, after meeting the whole So- 
ciety, I told them : ' If you are resolved you may have your 
service in Church hours ; but remember, from that time you 
will see my face no more.' This struck deep, and from that 
hour I have heard no more of separating from the Church." 
Vol. IV, p. 357. "Few of them (those who separated) as- 
signed the unholiness of either the Clergy or laity as the cause 
of their separation. And if any did so, it did not appear that 
they themselves were a jot better than those they separated 
from." Vol. VII, p. 183. 

1788 : " This is the peculiar glory of the people called 
Methodists. In spite of all manner of temptations, they will 
not separate from the Church. What many so earnestly covet, 
they abhor. They will not be a distinct body." Vol. XIII, 
p. 232. 

1789 : " Unless I see more reasons for it than I ever yet 
saw, I will never leave the Church of England, as by law 
established, while the breath of God is in my nostrils." Vol. 
XIII, p. 238. In this year (two before his death), Mr. Wesley 
wrote " Seven more reasons against separating from the 
Church." 

1790: "I have been uniform, both in doctrine and disci- 
pline, for above these fifty years, and it is a little too late for 
me to turn into a new path, now I am gray-headed." Vol. 
XII, p. 439. " The Methodists in general are members of the 
Church of England. They hold all her Doctrines, attend her 
Services, and partake of her Sacraments." Vol. XIII, p. 119. 
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ABBOTT.AreliWsliqp of Canterbury; 
remarks of, on Calvin's applica- 
tion for Consecration , 397. 

Abraham, the Jew, conversion of, to 
Christianity, 117. 

Adams, John, letter of, to his wife, con- 
cerning first prayer in Congress, 294. 

Adams, Puritan, admission as to the 
important part of Episcopalians in 
the Revolutionary War, 379. 

Adrian VI., confession of, regarding the 
liability of Popes to err, while Pro- 
fessor at Louvain, 82. 

Advent, from, to Trinity, -teaching of. 
Bishop of Ohio on, 373. 

Aidan, St., not Augustine, the Apostle 
to the Saxons, 240. 

Albany, Bishop of, on the admission of 
Denominationalists to Communion, 
337. 

Alfred, lease given by the Church of 
England in his reign, 228. 

America, the Episcopal Church canonic- 
ally the church of the country, 280. 

American Church, The Apostolic, 359- 
361; the racial Church, 361-368; valid 
ministry of, 369-371; the, 259-310. 

American Episcopal Church, the only 
hope of Christian Unity, 386-402; 
pre-Colonial period, 261-262; Colo- 
nial period, 263-275; national period, 
276-310; superior opportunities of- 
fered, 371-381; doctrinal stability of, 
381-386. 

Amusements left to the conscience of 
Episcopalians, 325. 

Anecdote concerning a non church 
member, 20; a woman who was not 
a sinner, 25 ; the miner and the Gen- 
eral Confession, 26; the woman who 
married a Presbyterian, 81; illus- 
trating the importance of more in- 
struction coucerning the Episcopal 
Church, 217; illustrating the mis- 
fortune growing out of the want of 
Episcopal oversight, 266; concern- 
ing Bishop Chase, 287. 

Angelo, Michael, in his " Last Judg- 
ment," includes Popes and Cardi- 
nals among the damned, 116. 

Anglican Bishops, connection of, with 
the Apostles. 370. 

Anglican Chui-ch, the Popes offer to re- 
ceive it to Communion, 130. 
C. A.— 28 



Anglican Communion, the, 34, 38, 48, 65, 
66,145,196, 386, 396; the Church of 
our race, 368. 

Anglican Orders, 119-146; admission of 
Abbfe Duchesne, M. Dalbus,132; and 
of Cardinals Newman and Wiseman, 
132, 136; the Sorbonue Faculty on, 
141 ; the Greeks on, 143. 

Anglican Ordination, wanting In no 
essential, 370. 

Anglicans disposed to admit the pri- 
macy of St. Peter, 90; advantage of, 
over Denominationalists in dealing 
with the Roman pretensions, 53; 
appeal of, Romanists to the Pope 
and Denominationalists to their 
founders, 155; wherein they differ 
from Romans, 54. 

Anglo-Saxons not converted by Roman 
Missionaries, 238. 

Anne, in the reign of, arrangements 
made to send Bishops to the Ameri- 
can Colonies, 268. 

Anti-Infallibalists at the Vatican, 59. 

Autiqch, Church of, set apart St. Paul 
and St. Barnabas to be Apostles, 173. 

Apocraphy regarded as Scripture by 
Romanists, 62. 

Apostles and Saints, worship of, litur- 
gical, 814. 

Apostleship, St. Paul's, not' a justifica- 
tion of Denominationalism, 338. 

Apostolate, its perpetuity promised, 
173; if perpetuated, as essential to 
the Church now as ever, 175 ; perpet- 
uated in the Episcopate, 176. 

Apostolic Canons, an evidence of Na- 
tional Churches, 42. 

Apostolic Church, the depository of 
Sacramental grace, 194. 

Apostolic Commission, the evidence of 
National Churches, 40. 

Apostolic olfice. Church perpetuated 
through, 173. 

Apostolic Sacraments, teaching of the 
Fathers concerning the necessity 
of, 198. 

Apostolic See of Rome, the only one in 
the West, 104. 

Aquinas. Thomas, completed the foun- 
dations of fraud upon which the 
Roman system is, built, 109. 

Arimathea, Joseph of, in Britain, 91. 

Ark of Salvation, the Church, 188. 
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Asbury, Wesley's rej)ndiatloli of his 
Episcopal pretensions, 400. 

Augustine, confejence with British 
Blshups, 243 ; first Bishop of Canter- 
bury, 370. 

Augustine, St., on " I will ^ive you the 
Keys," 89; on the visibility of the 
Kingdom of God, 171. 

Authorities consulted, 16, 62, 148, 216. 
312, 368. 

BAPTISM, an Episcopal cl-ergyman, 
the first to administer it in Amer- 
ica, 262. 

Baptists, 34. 331, 334, 340, 341, 389. 

Barlow's Consecration admitted by 
Roman writers, 1'28. 

Barnes, Albert, encomiums of, on the 
Book of Common Prayer, 419. 

Beecher, Henry Ward, enconiium of, 
on the Book of Common Prayer, 424 ; 

Beecher, Thomas K., encomium of, on 
the Book of Common Prayer, 423. 

Bible, sectarian and uon church mem- 
bership not accounted for by Its 
contradictious, 2. 

Bishops, 3, 18, 37, 41, 103, 176, 178, 180. 182, 
185,198,237,265,280,298; number of, 
iu Britain, 41; American, all have 
the Scottish as well as the English 
succession. 284; early Koman in- 
terpretations of the texts relied 
upon by Ultramontanists, 86-89; 
Roman, in England, disclaim any 
title to the property of the English 
Church, 227; the creation of spuri- 
ous ones tor the United States 
mooted, 277; the, of canonical de- 
scent, perpetuators of the Church. 
37; each, supreme in his own juris- 
diction, 265; the, of to-day proves 
the Bishop of eighteen centuries 
ago. 175; Fathers on the necessity of, 
to the existence of a Church, 185. 

Bishop Lightfoot, on the conversion of 
the Anglo Saxons, 240. 

Bishops of Apostolic Succession neces- 
sary to the existence of a Church, 
37; necessity of communion with, 
197. 

Bishops of Iowa and Maryland, the, on 
Roman accessions to the Churcb,307. 

Bishops Pearson aud Coxe on uon 
church membership, 21-22. 

Bishops of Alexandria not Presbyters, 
182. 

Bishop aud Presbyter originally con- 
vertible terms, 180. 

Book of Common Prayer, 225; con- 
tinuity of the English Church 
proved by it, 225-226; part of , in the 
conversion of the President and 
Faculty of Yale College, 271 ; en- 
comiums on, by non-Episcopalians, 
416-428. 

Bossuet's Variations among Protes- 
tants. 66. 

Bramhall, Abp., the line of Apostolic 
Succession, 179. 



Breviary, corruption of, in the interest 
of the dogma of infallibility, 111. 

Britain probably visited by bt. Paul, 
236. 

British Bishops, conference with Au- 
gustine, 242. 

British Church not a mission of Rome, 
237 ; difference between it and the 
Roman Church. 237-238; representa- 
tion of, in great Couiiclls, 41. 

British Churches, 41. 

CABOT, John, discovery of America, 
261. 

Calvinistic theology, 3S4. 

Carrol, Bp., the first of the Roman 
Church in America, arrived six 
years after Bishop Seabury, 280. 

Cathedrals and old Churches of Eng- 
land, the, an evidence that British 
Church was not a mission of Rome, 
238. 

Catholic, how to determine whether or 
not a Church is, 360. 

Catholic Creeds, 68. 

Celtic, Church of, not annihilated by 
the Angles and Saxons, 238 

Celtic Evangelists more successful than 
Roman Missionaries, 240. 

Celtic Priests and Missionaries, influ- 
ence of, 241. 

Ceremonies, tendency to unduly depre- 
ciate them, 196. 

Charles II., patent made out in the 
reign of, appointing Rev. Dr. Alex- 
ander Murray Bishop of Virginia, 
268. 

Chase, Bp., anecdote connected with 
the laying of the foundation for 
"Old Kenyon,"287. 

Chillingworth, crushing answer of, to 
the representations of Presbyte- 
rians, 184. 

Christ, 2, 3,10, 20, 21, 27, 31, 41, 105; 
formed a Church to be entered, 
2-19 ; Pope, not the Vicar of, 67 ; came 
to save sinners, hence the Insufd- 
ciency of the excuse ** not good 
enough," 25; loyal servant of, 38; 
founded a visible Church, 155-172; 
examples and precepts of, 18; pro- 
fession of, 28; mission of, not to 
disseminate a philosophy, but to 
establish a kingdom, 156; estab- 
lished a. Church, 159; authorizes the 
use of pre-coinposed prayers, 314. 

Christ's intention to found a visible so- 
ciety, 158; Gospel has more to say 
about the Church than any other 
subject, 19; Mystical Body, 10; great 
words, " The Kingdom of God," 18. 

Christendom, 48, 55, 03; divided, 12; di- 
vided into five Patriarchates, 103. 

Christians, non church members, not 
originally regarded as such, 20; 
Denominations of, in America, 35. 

Christian Unity, the Episcopal Church 
the only hope of, 386-401 ; a prayer 
for, 13. 
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Cbrysostora, St., Service Book, of, used 
lu Constantinople, 315. 

Church, Ang^liuan conceytion incom- 
prehensible to Deuominationalists. 
149; Anglican Communion admit- 
ted by Romans and Greeks to be the 
Church of the English Race, 368; 
American Episcopal, as a school, 
372; American Episcopal, superior 
educational system of, 376; Ameri- 
can Episcopal, doctrinal stability 
of, 381-386; American Episcopal, 
prejudice against, 287; American 
Episcopal, future prospects, 309; 
American Episcopal, objections to, 
311, 353; American Episcopal, com- 
prehensiveness of, 391; American 
Episcopal, classed as a sect, chief 
cause of slow growth. 302 ; American 
Episcopal, the National, 276; Ameri- 
can Episcopal, free from Roman 
errors, 257; Denominational, con- 
ception of, 33; choice of, 29; con- 
ception of, 32, British, not a Ro- 
man Mission, •ifl; Gi-eek and An- 
glican, conception of, 38; Catholic, 
covenanted salvation limited to it, 
211 ; Catholicity of the Episcopal, 
tested, 360; choosing Church lela- 
tlouship, 261; Colonial, 263-275; Na- 
tional, 276-310; the Episcopal, why 
called the Church and the American 
Church? 264; to wbinh God would 
have us belong, 31; Roman, con 
ception of, .32; isolated membership 
ot, ^', course to be pur.^ued by such, 
7; exhortations to, 9; Scripture on 
the visibility of, 160; none without 
Bishops, 175, 185; the Ark of Salva- 
tion, 188; the visibility proved by 
history, the Sacraments of Baptism, 
the Councils, Persecutions and Ex- 
communications, 168-169 ; the Amer- 
ican Episcopal Apostolic, 359 ; the, 
of our race, .361; Roman, why not 
join her? 361; the. founded by Christ 
and perpetuated by Bishops of the 
Apostolic Succession, the depos- 
itory of Sacramental grace, 194-199; 
the, founded by Christ and per- 
petuated by Bishops of the Apostol- 
ic Succession the appointed Ark of 
Salvation, 188-194; the, founded by 
Christ, perpetuated by successors 
of the Apostles, 172-188; Mother of 
the English speaking Christianity, 
264. 

Churches, Jewish and Christian divine- 
ly appointed government of poly- 
archical, not monarchical. 105; bn- 
man identification with, sinful, 31 ; 
National, denied by Romanists, 40; 
National, testimony of " Janus," 45. 

Church Membership, 15-50; necessity 
of, on the part of those who would 

- serve Christ, 194; obligations to, 
15-29. 

Church of Americans, the, justification 
of the use of this title, 264, 



Church of England, Independence of, 
evidenced by the Magna Charta, 247; 
Impartial testimony conceruing her 
excellency, 255; Roman encroach- 
ments upon, and their resistance, 
242-258; not orlginallv a Mission of 
Rome, 23G-242; the Mother, 217-258; 
reviled by early Deuominational- 
ists. 204; evidence of its continuity, 
225-235; the Popes' robbery of, 231. 

City Congregations, obligations of, to 
rural Missions, 5; indebtedness of, 
to village Churches, 6. 

" Civilita Cattolica," 84. 

Civilizations, so far all founded ou re- 
ligion, 23. 

Civil War, effect upon the Episcopal 
Church, 301. 

Claims, Roman, unkno\tfn In the early 
ages, 33; respecting America ex- 
amined, 362. 

Clarke, Dr., encomium of, on the Book 
of Common Prayer, 421. 

Class, middle, constitutes the princi- 
pal part of the Episcopal Church, 
328; poor, as welcome in the Episco- 
pal Church as elsewhere. 329 ; upper, 
the genius of the Episcopal Church, 
as manifested in making the most 
of her adherents, 328. 

Close Communionists, Episcopalians 
not, 336. 

Coincidences, remarkable, at the Vati- 
can, 59. 

Coke, Dr., application for Consecration 
as Bishop, 48. 

College of Apostles to continue to the 
end of the world, 173. 

Commission, the, to the Apostles, 40. 

Communion, the Pope oners restora- 
tion to the Anglican Church, 130. 

Conference, Augustine and British 
Bishops, 242. 

Confession, Westminster, ou the neces- 
sity of Church membership, 194; 
dialogue concerning, 352; anecdote 
concerning, 26. 

Consecration, Dr. Seabury's, 280; ef- 
fect of. 282. 

Continuity of the English Church, 217- 
235; illustrated, 222-225. 

Controversy between the Anglicans and 
Romans, points passed over. 145; 
with the Deuominationalists, 147. 

Conversion ot the Anglo-Saxons,238-241. 

Converts to the Episcopal Church, 4; 
to Episcopncy from other minis- 
tries, 306; Yale, the President and 
Faculty, 271-272. 

Covenant, necessity of, 189; none out- 
side of the Apostolic Church, 190. 

Creed. Roman, changes in, 66. 

Cummins, schism. 302. 

DALBUS, M., on Anglican Orders, 
1:42. 
Declaration ot Independence, two- 
thirds of the signers Episcopalians, 
378. 
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Decretals of Isidore, Papacy built upon, 
109. 

DeMaistre, Count, on the Anglican 
Communion and Christian Dnity, 
389. 

Denominational Sacraments, benefit of, 
195; ministry and Sacraments, 206; 
educational system compared with 
the Episcopal, 376. 

Denomlnationalism, chauee which has 
come over it due to Episcopalian, 
not Roman, influence, 309; rapid 
growth not an evidence pf Catholic- 
ity, 339; ceremonial resemblance to 
Romanism. 349. 

Denominatioualists, controversy with, 
147-214; and Romanists, conflicting 
testimony of , concerning the Epis- 
copal Church, 344; advantage of An- 
glicaus over, in the Roman contro- 
versy,. 53; where they and Episcopa- 
lians part company, 155; texts cited 
by them. 161, 164-168; Episcopalians 
more liberal in their treatment of 
other Christians than. 201; un- 
churched the Church of England, 
204; reviled the Church of England, 
204; more exclusive than Episcopa- 
lians, 339-342; agreement with Epis- 
copalians in regard to the necessity 
of a valid ministerial commission, 
369. 

Denominations, impossibility of re- 
moving doubt concerning their 
Catholicity. 38; no more free from 
Roman error and superstitions 
than the Episcopal Church, 257; de- 
parture of, from their founders, 383; 
founders of, more in harmof^y with 
Episcopalians than their professed 
followers. 48. 

Disciples name giren to then iudi- 
cates the visibility of the Church, 
160. 

Dissenters, English Clergy obliged to 
admit them to Communion, 336. 

Divisions hurtful among Christians, 
10-11; evils of, among Christians 
illustrated by the Mississippi at 
flood time, 11. 

Doctrines, Denominational, recognized 
in the Church, 390. 

Doddridge, Dr., encomium of, on the 
Book of Common Prayer, 419. 

Duchesne, Abbfi. on the validity of 
Anglican Orders, 132. 

ECCLESIASTICAL year, the, as an 
educator, 373. 

Edwardian Ordinal, the, 129. 

England, King and Pope supporting 
each other, 233; Church of, not orig- 
inally a Mission of Rome, 236-242 ; 
exclusion of Italian Clergy, 248. 

English Church, continuity of, 217-235; 
protests of, against the usurpations 
of the Popes, 247; lease which shows 
her to be at least a thousand years 
old, 228 ; Independence of, 249, 



English Reformation, the, based on 
Scripture, 257. 

Episcopacy, conversion of the Presi- 
dent and Faculty of Yale College 
to. 270; prejudice against, in Colo- 
nial times, 287. 

Episcopal Church, effect upon, of the 
Revolutionary War, 276-277 ; Episco- 
pal Church, the consolidation of, 
278; statistics of, showing growth 
from 1880 to 1890, 435; canonically 
the Church of America, 280; ground 
for encouragement as to the future, 
304; mouldinginfluenceof, 307; uni- 
ty strained by the Civil War, 286; 
slow growth accounted for, 287-302; 
not behind in good works. 324; ob- 
jections to, 311, 356; conflicting rep- 
resentations of DenomluBtionalists 
and Romanists. 344; resemblance of, 
to Rome stops short of superstition, 
345; not like Rome, Denomihation- 
alists being witnesses, 353; Apos- 
tolic, 359-361; comprehensiveness of, 
391. 

Episcopalians, differences between 
them and Denominationallsts. 155; 
texts cited by them, respectively, 
157, 161; conception of the Church 
which prevails among them, ^; 
why Americans should be, 357-402; 
persecution of, by Puritans, 267. 

Episcopate, Anglican, never deposed by 
Rome, 123; priority of Anglican in 
America, 280; the, a perpetuation of 
the Apostolate, 177. 

Erastianism not chargeable to the 
Episcopal Church, 124. 

FABLE, "Nag's Head," 127. 
Faculty of Yale College, conver- 
sion of, to the Episcopacy, 270. 

False Decretals, the, their part in the 
development of the Papacy, 109. 

Fathers, the, nature of the evidence 
adduced from, largely Inferential 
but scarcely less satisfactory on that 
account, 152; testimony to the per- 
petuity of the Apostolic office in the 
Episcopate, 176; on the necessity of 
membership in an Apostolic Church, 
191; on the necessity of Bishops to 
the existence of a Church, 185; on 
the necessity of Apostolic Sacra- 
ments, 198. 

Formalism, a groundless objection 
urged against the Episcopal Church, 
318-321. 

France, Church of Rome established in, 
by Napoleon . 254. 

Franklin, an Episcopalian, 411. 

GARDNER, Bishop, testimony of, 
that the Reformation in England 
was in accord with the will of 
the people, 2.34. 
Gore, Canon, on the Fathers and Papal 
claims, 89. 
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Gospel, demand for one with the 

Church left out. 19. 
Grace, .Sacramental, the Apostolic 

Church the depository of, 194. 
Gratian's code, the part of this literary 

fraud in the development of the 

Papacy, 109. 
Greek Church on Anglican Orders, 143. 
GrisvTold, Bishop, on the Presbyterian 

hypothesis, 406. 

HALIFAX, Viscount, assured by I^eo 
XIII. that neither he nor his suc- 
cessors would pronounce against 
their validity, 140. 

Hall, Robert, encomium of, on the Book 
of Common Prayer, 422. 

Hall of Vatican Council, bad acoustics 
of, 56. 

Historical investigation, necessity of, 
before choosing a Church, 261. 

TMMORALITY of the Popes, Ultra- 

_L moutaue apology for, 116; incom- 
patibility of , with the Ultramontaue 
claims, 113. 

Independence, Declaration of, Episco- 
palian signers, 378. 

Infallibility, decree of, 60; strong con- 
demnation of the doctrine justified, 
61 ; of the Papacy, 54-82. 

Institutional Religion, neglect of, ac- 
counted for, 1. 

Iowa, Bishop of, testimony as to acces- 
sions from the Roman Communion. 
307. 

Irish, the Apostolic strand of, in the 
Anglican Succession, 137. 

Isidorian Decretals, 109. 

Isolated Church people, exhortation 
to, 9. 

Isolation, no reason for abandoning the 
Church, 8. 

Italians, Vatican Council packed with, 
55. 

JEFFERSON an Episcopalian, 412. 
Jurisdiction, the Pope's original, 
extent of, 41; texts upon which the 
Papal claim is built, 85; the Pope's, 
83-118. 

LETTER, Bishop's Pastoral on Rit- 
ualism, 346. 
Lightfoot, on the Apostolic origin of 

the threefold ministry, 405. 
Luther's sanction of the Historic Epis- 
copate, 397. 

MAGNA CHARTA, an evidence of 
the independence of the Church 
of England, 247. 
Marshall, Chief Justice, an anecdote 
concerning, related by Bishop 
Meade, 276. 
Maryland, Colonists of, the great ma- 
jority of, Protestants, 366. 



Members of the Church neglected, 5-7. 

Membership, Church, duty of, 15-29. 

Methodism, the, of to-day, putting 
on the external garments of the 
Church, im. 

Methodist Schism, 301. 

Methodists, 170, 203, 305, 331, 334, 340, 341, 
389, 400, 421. 

Ministers, why Episcopalians do not 
exchange pulpits illustrated by au 
anecdo'e from Bishop Bedell, 334. 

Moltke, Gen., imaginary address of , to 
the army, illustrating the evils of 
divisions among Christians, 11. 

Monuments which Isolated members 
of the Church can build to them- 
selves, 8. 

Mosea, bigotry of, in the eyes of Korah, 
Dathau and Abiram, 333. 

""Vr-^<=^'S HEAD," Fable of, 127. 
_L> Nation and Church, not Intim- 
idated bv Henry VIII., 233. 

National Churches, the Apostolic 
Church divided into, 39; "Janus" 
on, 46; existence of , denied by Ro- 
manists, 45. 

Non church membership, population 
of, 1. 

Non church members, not generally 
servants of Christ, 1'7 ; not originally 
regarded as Christians, 19. 

Non-Episcopalians, encomiums of, on 
the Prayer Book, 410-428. 

Non-Sectarianisnj impossible, 4. 

North British Review, encomium in, 
on the Book of Common prayer, 
416. 

OBEDIENCE, a reason for Church 
membership, 17. 

Objections, to Church membership an- 
swered, 24-29; the, to the Episcopal 
Church, 311-365 ; the, to the Episcopal 
Church Prayer Book worship, 313- 
318; the, to Formalism , 318-321 ; the, 
to Vestments, 321-324; lack of vital 
religion, 324-327; composed of upper 
classes, 327-.330 ; bigoted and exclu- 
sive, 331-343; like the Roman Catho- 
lics, 343-355; the, to Anglican con- 
ception of the Church as set forth 
in Lecture III, 199-214. 

Obligations, the, to Church member- 
ship, 17. 

O'Harte, Bishop of Anchoury, represen- 
tation of, concerning Anglican Or- 
ders at the Council of Trent, 13C. 

Ohio, Bishop of, on the educational 
system of the Episcopal Church, 
373. 

Orders, Anglican, 119-146; Independent 
Apostolic strand in, 122; Council of 
Trent on. 136 ; the Popes never have 
and never will pronounce them in- 
valid, 140; verdict of the Sorbonne 
Faculty on, 141; verdict of Greek 
scholars, 143. 
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Ordinal, Edwardian, 129. 

Ordination, essentials of, 129; hypothet- 
iually administered by Rome to 
Anglicans converts to her ministry, 
135. 

Ordinations, Anglican, 183-140. 

Orlgen, on Salvation only in the Apos- 
tolic Church 192. 

Osterfield, Anglo-Saxon Synod at, 244. 

Oxford, revival of, 306. 

PAPAL supremacy, Its development, 
105-111; Infallibility, 54-82; the, 
usurped authority in England ter- 
minated, 229. 

Parable of the Vine, 39. 

Parliament, protests of, against the 
usurpations of the Popes, 247. 

Pastoral, Bishop's, on Ritualism, 346. 

Patristic interpretations of " Thou art 
Peter," 87; scholars, quotations 
from, regarding the perpetuation 
of the Apostolate in the Episco- 
pate, 178. 

Paul, St., testimony of Theodoret con- 
corning his planting the Gospel in 
Britain, 237. 

Pearson, Bp., on Salvation only in the 
Apostolic Church, 21. 

Perry, Bp., concerning the relative 
claims of the Episcopal and Roman 
Churches to the allegiance of Amer- 
icans, 414. 

Perry, 209, 307, 378, 41* 

Fetor, St. , never had any successors In 
the See of Rome, 90; not the Presi- 
dent at Council of Church at Jeru- 
salem, 96; probably oldest of the 
twelve, 101. 

Phelps, Professor, encomium of, on the 
Book of Common Prayer, 422. 

Pius IV., Pope, offer of, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, to confirm the whole Eng- 
lish Prayer Book, 130. 

Pope, and Kings of England, league of, 
to support each other, 233 ; the, joke 
of, about his guests at the Vatican, 
55; King William's refusal to do 
homage to, 214; every Bishop origi- 
nally so called, 103; dispute of early 
Fathers with, 99. 

Popes, the, jurisdiction of, 83-118; origi- 
nal jurisdiction, 44; the robbery of 
the English Church, 231 ; for several 
centuries created by Emperors, 126.; 
took no part In convoking Coun- 
cils, 96. 

Postures of the Church, 318. 

Prsemunire, statute of, 248. 

Praver Book, worship objected to, 313- 
318. 

Presbyterian, 20, 34, 49, 180, 182, 183, 194, 
212, 281. 274, .S05, 307, 323, 324, 331, 334, 
340, 378, 390, 400, 414. 

Presbyterian Ordination, invalidity of, 



Presbyterians, objections of, to the rep- 
resentation that according to the 
BeuomlDatloual idea any person is 
at liberty to form a Church, ,S4; re- 
quest of. In 1660, realized In the 
American Church, 898. 

Presbyters, the, sometimes called- Bish- 
ops in the New Testament. 273. 

Primacy of the Popes not due to Inherit- 
ance from St. Peter, 104. 

Principle, the only ground for the 
choice of Church relationship, 30. 

Prophets, messages of, 18. 

Protestant, objection of, to the doctrine 
of infallibility, 60. 

Provisors, statute of, 248. 

Provoost, Bishop, the first of New 
York, 282. 

Puritanism, reaction of, towards the 
Episcopal Church, 270. 

Puritans, alarm of, at Dr. Seabury's 
Consecration, 281; not unanimous 
for the Revolutionary War, 288. 

QUESTIONS, the, to be considered 
before choosing Church relation- 
ship, 30. 

REFORMATION, the, not dependent 
on nenry VIII., 230; English, Im- 
partial testimony as to its excel- 
leucy and completeness, 256. 

Reformers, EngliPh, the, morality of, 
compared with Puritans and Ro- 
manists, 253. 

Relics of many Saints, 75. 

Renan, testimony of, as to the neces- 
sity of the Church, 24. 

Revolution, the part taken in, by the 
Episcopalians, 379. 

Revolutionary War, effects of, on the 
Episcopal Church. 300. 

Rook, five Patristic interpretations of, 
87. 

Roman, the conception of the Church, 
32; encroachments and their resist- 
ance, 242-258; the theory of the 
Church unhistoripal, 46; Bishops in 
England, declaration of, concern- 
ing English Church property, 228; 
Communion, no claim to the alle- 
. glance of English speaking people, 
361. 

Roman Church, 32, 54, 65, 171, 195. 217, 
236, 239, 250. 307. 344. 350; claims of 
fascination to the unsophisticated, 
33. 

Roman Clergy, re-ordination of, re- 
quired before allowed to mluister 
at Greek Altars, 143. 

Romanists, 1, 5, 47. 49, 53, 58, 60, 62, 85, 
145, 253, 2.56, 363, 367; controversy 
with, 61-146 ; course to be pursued by 
those who would answer them, 54; 
representations of, concerning An- 
glican Orders, 119; and Denomina- 
tionalists, conflicting testimony of, 
concerning the Episcopal Church, 
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344; qualifying clauses by which 
they seek to take the sting from 
the Protestant objections to the 
doctrine of infallibility, 60. 
Rome, claims of, unanswerable objec- 
tions to, 33; Sees which at one time 
overshadowed it, 100; quibbles 
of, against the Anglican Commun- 
ion, general answer to, 145; never 
legally the Church of England, 226; 
encroachments of, and their resist- 
ance, 242-219; interferences of, in 
England, protested against by Ware- 
lowst. 245; perversions from, to the 
Episcopal Church inconsiderable, 
306; claim of. to supply the felt 
need of a Supreme and Omniscient 
Ruler refuted, 62-68; comparative 
freedom of, from heresy, 68; objec- 
tion of, to the Anglican succession, 
127; grcHtest scholars of, on Angli- 
can Orders, 140. 

SACRAMENTS, teaching of the Fath- 
ers concerning the necessity of 
valid, 198. 

Salvation, dependent upon the confes- 
sion of Christ, 21; only in the 
Church taught by the Westminster 
Confession , 194 ; covenanted, limited 
to the Apostolic Church, 21). 

Salvation Army, the, is it a Church? If 
not, why not? 36. 

School Histories, erroneous teachings 
of, concerning the Church of Eng- 
land, 221. 

Scripture, English Reformation based 
upon, 257. 

Scriptures, the, appealed to, by Practi- 
calists, Doctrinalists and Institu- 
tionalists, 2; inference from, re- 
garding the perpetuity of the 
Church. 172. 

Seabury, Dr., first Bishop of America, 
279. 

Service of Christ, first step in, 20. 

Shields, Professor, encomiums of, on 
the Book of Common Prayer, 419. 

States, United, should be a United 
Church for, 12. 

Statistics showing the growth of the 
Episcopal Church from 1880 to 1390, 
415. 

Stedman, Edmund Clarence, encomi- 
um of, on the Book of Common 
Prayer, 425. 

St. Louis, Abp. of, protest against the 
dogma of infallibility, 87. 

Succession, English, Dr. Seabury's fail- 
ure to obtain it, 279; 

Successors of the Apostles, Church 
perpetuated by, 172-188. 

TAINE, encomium of, on the Book of 
Common Prayer. 416. 
Talbot, Dr. J. Bishop, incognito, at 
Burlington, N. J., 268. 



Tertullian , testimony of, to the fact that 
the first Bishops wene ordained by 
the Apostles, 181. 

The Mother Church of England, 215- 
258. 

Theologians and Scientists, their de- 
pendence upon inferences, 154. 

Thompson, Bp., 28, 151, 174, 207, 341. 

" Thou art Peter," 85; five Patristic in 
terpretationa of, 87. 

Timothy, the Bishop of Ephesus, 173. 

Titus, the Bishop of Crete, 173. 

Toulouse, Council of, 112. 

Tractarian movement, the, 387. 

Trent, Council of, 41, 43, 44, 63, 70, 112, 
130, 138. 

ULTRAMONTANE Argumfents, the, 
prove too much against Angli- 
cans, 122. 
United States, Constitution of, the faith 

of its framers. 413. 
Unity, Christian, prayer for, 13; the 

Episcopal Church the only hope of, 

386-401. 
Unity of the Christian Church, stained 

but not broken by the Civil War, 

286. 
Urban II., Pope, on the independence of 

the English Church, 246. 

VATICAN COUNCIL, 59, 61, 80, 81, 83. 
Vestments, objections to, 321-324. 

Vicegerent of Christ, the Pope claims 
to be, 84. 

Virgin Mary, Immaculate Conception 
of, 66; believed by Romanists to 
have revealed herself, 75. 

Vital Religion, reputed lack of , an ob- 
jection to the Episcopal Church, 324- 
320. 

Votaries of Society, the, not exclusively 
Episcopalians, 326. 

WASHINGTON, GEN., communi- 
cant of the Episcopal Church, 
289, 408-411; of twelve genei'als ap- 
pointed by, eight were Episcopa- 
lians, 379. 

Watson, Dr., encomium of, on the Book 
pf Common Prayer, 422^ 

Welton, Dr. R., Bishop, incognito in 
Philadolphiu, 208. 

Wesley, Charles, 399. 

Wesley, John , 30, 203, 205, 322. .326, 338. 341, 
383, 397, 399, 421; followers of, did 
not imitate his exam;>le, 203; and 
Charles, died communicants of the 
Church, 205; regularly used both 
Vestments and Services, 322; death- 
bed prayer for the Church of Eng- 
land, .399; sermon of, "Korah,Da- 
' than and Abiram " great source of 
regret to Methodist ministers, 211; 
reasons against a separation from 
the Church of England, 429; is bis 
society a Church? 36; always an 
Episcopalian, 429-432. 

West, Rome the only Apostolic See of, 
104. 
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White, Bp., advised the creation of a 
spurious Kpiscopate, 277. 

Why Americans should be Episco- 
palians, 359-402. 

William the Conqueror, refusal of, to do 
homage to the Pope, 24i. 

World, exchange of, for the Church the 
onlv acceptable way of confessing 
Christ, 21. 

Worldliness, the Episcopal Church ac- 
cused of, 326. 

Worship, pre-composed forms of, justi- 
fied, 813-318. 
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ALE, notable conversion of the 
President and Faculty of, to Epis- 
copacy, 271. 
Yale College Converts to the Episco- 
pacy, reply of, to the Presbyterians, 
272. 
Young Men's Christian Association, 
whv are not its secretaries minis- 
ters? 187. 

ZANTE, Abp. of, on the Anglican Com- 
munion as the rallying point for 
divided Christendom, 144, 388. 



